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IlmODUCTION

le General AssembJ.y reeoJ."\.\tion 218 (In), ndopteè. on 3 NOVeJ:iber 19
'
T8, in

·l,ara.g.ca.ph 4 (~) inVites the Secretary-Generul to prepe.re for the General

Ass'9.mbJ.y ani for a!'..;r S];;ecial Co:mm:tttef1 ullicll the Goneral Asse-.n1::ly rœ.y appoint,

armual sill'iml3.r1ss of' any mnterial ,,:hich the Uembors m3.Y have volu:..')tarily'

transmi tted UJ."1rJ_er the opt:tcll.!:l.l cateGory of the StaT'..d.ard POrtl.

2. The o}Jtion.al cateepry oi' the Standard FOrI:l cor...tains as main headincs:

A. Geo@'ap..l1y; B, llistory; C. People; D. Govl7rm.e.nt; ani E. JIu::rc"ln Rlgilts ..

Vo1.tUlle II of' t..'I),e SUI:iIl'lI3.ries and. Analyses of :nfo!'ID:1.tion Transm1tted. to the

Secretary-G€r:.e::-al during 1949 contains a cœnplete summar:'l of the informe..tion

he:ro·tofore tl'arismitted ullder t.~eEle heaà.1n(3s.

31> In· l.950 ~ the :fol1.owinc; Hem.bers voJ.untm':tly t:rensmi tted infornation undcr

the optional catcgory of the Standard. I!'orm: Australia, Denmerl\:, Netller1e,nds,

Nev Zealand, and. the Ur.! ted States of America. The folloÏ'linc :Paper is a

sunm:a.ry of this infonna.tion in cases "There for the pariod covered. changes "lere

recorded in the information previo~Dly ta'ansroitted.

AUSTBALIA

Pap~

h. In respect of this territory, the information transmitted in 1950

indicated. tha't there "t'TaS no change from the information submitted. durlng 1949"
DE1'1NARK

Greenland.----
5. A Co~ssion appointed. by the Damsh GoverI"tJnel1t in Hovember 1948 to

consider, inter alia, the reorgani zntion of the Groenland. structure of

Government, has made soveral recoIll!:J.enétation!J \1hich llrlj nOll before the

:0enish Rigsdàg (legislature) ~ The Commission proposed the esta.blishment of a

cent.'ral ac1.mi:l.istration; the appointment of a Colonial Governor and. ex.pert

advisers, uith suprmue authol'ity, to replace the present Provincial Governors;

the abolition of' t.,l16 District Councils and. ex~ion of the Munici:ral CounciJ.s-,
'\'11 th g:i.~eater:powere for the latter; the amLüCe.matlon of the eX1sting wo

Provincial Councils into one Counci1, "T1th pOllera to act upon certain mattera,

and pmler ta appl'opriate f~IDd.6 for use by the territory; election to all the.

councils by direct voting; and the inclusion of the representative of the

Greenland population on t,~e tlGreenlnnd COIllllÛttee of the RigsdaG/I.
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NEl'1illRWlDS

Curacao and Sur:I.nam.---
6. AE,'l'eement o~ an alliance betvleen the Ne'.:J1erlands Gove!.'11Ill6rrt and. 1ta

vlest lrulian Ter:.'itories, Surinam and. Cnracao" vIas rea.chcd at tho netherlanda~
1

SU1'inam·.curacao Conference, ,,,b1ch met in Eollaad in l>1arch 1948. A!!::d tod Kingd~

~e Heth~!l~~~ iB ta pa este.blish0d., h9.'lling a national constitution, national

adYisory eOUlleil, and ;Legislatm-a, in ''1h10h Su.1'înam and Curaeao Will be

represented.. GoverncTs '\Vil1 be ap'po1nt;~ by and. wiJl be responaibJ.e ta t."le Cro"t'ffi j.
vm encouragement '<Till be given to the inhaÏJitants to serve in ~e diplomatie

service and. in international or6anizatio:1s.

7. Universal suffrage 'Wa8 introdnced in the Territories in 191~8. Elections

vTere held. in Curacao on 17 ~lal'ch '19l~9~ and. in Surine.m on 31 Nay 1949. The age

limit of the electorate '\-TaS l'ed.uced. from 25,to 23. The legislaturea of the, tira

Territories have been increased from 15 ta 2J.members each.. Uncler the old

franchise law, a small nUr.lbel~ of qualtfied votera in eaeh of the isla.nda chose

10 membera of the lee;islature, v1hile five "le1'e appointed by the Governor"

8. In January 1950, an Interim Regulation came into force "1hich assures

sel.f,goverr.ment in int0rnal affaj.rs and reeulates the relations bet.veen the

Netherlands and. Surinam in dealine vU th external mattel's of mutual interest.

The local consti tution (!!1ndsre~eiing) of SU1'inam came into force on

20 January 1950. The people of Curacao and. Surinam are to have the status of

Nctherlanders"

9. In respect of l'1et:lèrlams Ne,,, Guinea: See document ..•.

NEdZEALAND

10. In respect ,of the TeJ;'ritories of Coole Islands, Niue' Island, and Tokelau

Islands, the infonnation transmi tted. in 1950 ind.icated that there vras no change

f~oo the il1fol~ation su~ttted durinc 1949.
UNITED STATES OF M0ffiICA .

Alaska

li. During the first sesalon of the Ei(}.1.ty-First Congl'ess of the United States,

1949, a bill to provide for aciln1ss10n of Alasl-:a as t'. stato rec~:tved t.~e approval/

of t.."le IIouse Corcmi ttee on Pl.l,"b11c lands, but o.L.'e.in f'c.iled. ta reach, the TIouse for

action. Evidence of Alaslœ.is des1re fol' statehood is demonstrated by the

creation of' an Alash-a Statehood Co1llI!li ttee by the N1neteenth Terri tori9.l

/Legislature.
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LeGislature. One of' the dut1es of thlàColUmit~ee 1s ta have reaè.y. in

preparation for the Const1tutiona1 Convention, detailed infO:L~:n:at~,:.Cl and
.' " " -"

anaJ.ysea for use by the Convention in :p:repar1ng the required draft of u

const1tU.tion for Alaska.

American Sarj,~a

12. l'Xi ASd:'stant-Governor1s nm1' inciuded. in the' Executi ve Brunch of the

Goverr.!tent.

Guam
, , '

13. 'l'h e Executivo B::anch of the Governmen'l; includes' the Department of COImllerce,

formerly cà11ed Depurtment of Internil Affaira.

14. Provis~!.on has beon maie for· the electi6ri· of village coIllIIl1ssioners, one

from each mlUlicipa::tty" to sei~ve fo't' a four-yeax terD.

15. The ,Judic~ar"Jinc1udesan Islend.. Cou:rt; com}losei of four GuaJIia.nian juclges

instead of one Guamanian citizèn as reporteà:in' the information tl"i:msmitted d'lU'ing

1949. , "
Ea'\-Taii '

16. Of the estiIliated 'ciVilian population of' 540,500 in 1948,. l23,616 ,reglst~red

as_voters, or upproximately 23 pel' cent· of the Territoryr·s population. In

'J.948, 107,529 persons voted at the general election, being 87 p.er cent of 0.11

pereons registered..

Puerto Rico

J.7. Ius1llar politieal controversy on the future statue of the Territory,has

centerai around tvo alternatives, feCLeralst..atehood ·a:nd. independence.
,

Concentration Œl theso had, to a ·~onsiderabJ.e extent, diverted eJllphasis from

~he basie social and. êconom:tc :problema" Froml940 on, it 'became more and more

apparent that complète political a\ltonomy,; l1hethe~ as li state or as an

imopendent country, lTOuld be 1101:1:0\1 if i t 'Were not acconpanied. bY economic

self'-su.:fficiency. The drive" of the Gov~rnment, su;?ported bY the people, has been

tO'lTe.rds ind.ustrialization, ,.,hich has IFoduced proLlising iuitiaJ. results:, A

ne'lT political attitude hasdavelopèd., to the affect that \d.th a fe\v·àd.justments
. . .... , ~ -

1 '. from t..h.c United S'tates, Püerto Rico coula enjoy as complete self-government
.. . . .

as is posnible in thé rresent '\'1Orld, vr.tthout e:n'bracing e1ther otatehood or

ir.dcpendence•.

18. T'ne ame!ldments to the Or;a'Ùc Act by Public I.a.u 362 of' the Eightieth

COIl[;ress of the United States \-J'cre a practica1 expression of this attitude.

\ /Hi th
...

'''"
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1'fith a fclv more minor cnanges, Puerto Rico, wh:!.le maintain1ng its present, .

rel13.tionsh1::? inth .theUnited Ste,tes, 1-Till,.1n t'net, have complete autonom:r

over ite o-..m aft'airs. The IJelief ia @'()';ving that Pu,erto Rico can contribute

ta .knerica the de·relo:pment of a DOW fom of ste. tehooêl.•

19•. That the :pe011le vit30rously support the Gove:c:rra.ent in the· nmT direction ,,'h10h

it has takan 113 ad.E:quately 'shmID by the, resu.lts of the e.lect1on of

2 Hovemoer .l948~ "(·rhen" for t."le t'irst time, the Island. chose i ts Chief }ï',:r.scutive..

Of a total of 8'"(3,085 eligible voters, 640,714 "Tent to 'the polls; T'L-.Ô ~ro·i;es

lTere cast as fo1.10"i-TS ~

\

Popular~s

Coalicion (made u;? of three cId )?arties: Estadistas,
Socialistas) P.efol~stas, advocates, genera11y,
of sta:t'ehooâ.)

392.• ~~86

182,977 .J

l'

1

Independentistas (advocates of 1ndepe~ence) 65,351

20. The Po:pu.2ares (the Ir.ajority ?t1r~y), in aMition to t.'l}e Governoi'ship and the

Res:I.dent-CoImnissionership" 't10n 17 out of 19 see,ta in tho insular Senate and. 38

out of 39 scats in t."1e House of Representatives. They also '\-lOn control of

76 out of 7'7 munic i:PD.1i tiea. No' In':lepel1dent:tstas "l'Tere e1ected to any public

office~ The electcd Governor took off.ice on 2 Janual";r 1949.

21. The informe.tion states that even though, technica11y, Puerto Rico may be

'\'lithin the scope of Article 73 e of the Charter of t."1e United IVations, as a

I;lS,tter a'!: prnctice Puerto Rico is v-lrtuaD.y self -goverl,Jing,

Vircin Islan.!.s of the Unit.e0. Stat?S

22. In Hover.lber 1948, for the tiret tirà.e in the history of the Virgin Islands,

a :;.~eferel1dUI1 "las hold. The puxpose uas to determine the viei-Ts of the. electorate

on .questions of basic i~l)or".:ance in any revisions wh~.ch the United Stato3

Congress micht I:"J),lco in the j?reaent O:'~8D.nic Act or Coustitution of the Virgin

Islands. This referend.U!11 rcvealecl that an ovel"Whe1r.üing majority of the voters

"Te1'e in favour of the VirGin Islands havine direct representat10n in the

Co~~eos of the Unit~ States through a 10cal~r-elected Resident C~~ssioner~

Th'3Y did not approve cf the plan to unify the t'HO political districts of

St. Croix, and St. Th,,,rna:D a:1è. St. John, nor- 1·;ere thoy favoura'bly d.is,osed.

tO\-Tartt. the prÇl}?osal for popular e1ection of tho Govœmor. HO\fever, mm,'e tban

/40 per cent
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40 :pe):' cent of the voters1-Tho took .p8,j.7 t in the cenera1- e1ecticn3 did not take

t.lJ.e opportunity to cast referendum bal~ots. The follmdng table shOlTS the

number of register'3d. voters and the actual votes cast in the .1948 genera1

., electton:

Soi:;. Croix

St. ThcrùlElS and
St. John·

Virgin I9lands

2331

317~

5509

Actual vot.es cas,t,'

1599

2060

3659




