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IITRODUCTION

1. Coneral Assembly resolution 218 (ITT), adopted on 3 November 198, in

.paragraph b4 (_c_:_) invites the Secretory-General to prepere for the Gencral
Agsambly and for any Special Committee which the Generai Assexkly mey appoint,
arnual sumrariss of any material which the Mewhors may have volun‘r.aril}"
transmitted wnder the opticnal category of the Standard Torm,

2, The optional category of the Standard Form conteins as main headings:

A. Geography:; B, History; C. People; D, Governument; andi I, Humn Rigits.
Volume IT of the Surmaries and Analyses of Information Trensmitted to the

Secretary-General during 1949 contains a compiete summary of the information

herctofore transmitted under these headings,

3.  In 1950, the following Members volunitarily trenamitted information under

the cptional catogory of the Standard Form: Australia, Demmerk, Netherlends,
liew Zealand, and the Unlted States of America. The following paper is a
summayy of this information in cases vhere for the period covered changes were
recorded in the information previounly transmitted.

AUSTRALTA
Papua
k

. In respect of this territory, the information tranamitted in 1950
indicated that there was no change from the information submitted during 1949,

' DEMMARK
Greenlang_ :

5, A Cormission appointed by the Danish Govermment in Iovember 1948 to
consider, inter alia, the reorganization of the Greenlend structure of
Government, has made soveral i‘ecomendations which are now before the

Denish Rigedag (Leglslature). The Commission proposed the ostablishment of a
ceniral administration; the appointment of a Colonial Governor and expert
advisers, with supreme authority, to replace the present Provincial Governmors;
the abolition of the District Councils and expansion of the Municipal Councils,
with greater powers for the latter; the amalgemation of the existing two
Provincial Councils into one Councll, with powers to act upon certain matters s
and pover to appropriate funds for use by the territory; election to all the
councils by direct voting; and the inclusion of the representative of +the |
Greenland population on the “Greenland Committee of the Rigsdaeg”,

JNETHERIANDS
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NETHERTANDS ' -
Curacao and Surinam ‘

6. Agreement on an allisnce betwesn the Netherlands Govermnment and its
Vest Indian Ter'ﬂitories Surinam and Curacao, was reached at the Netheriands-
Sl**'inam-CLraﬂao Conference, which met in Folland in March 1948, A United Kingdom

of the Netlepan-:ls is o ve est&b.'.*shed., having a netional ccnstitution, naticnal

advisory council, and legislature, in which Swrinan and Curaceo will be
representecl. Goveraors will bve appointed by and will be responsible to the Crovn,
and encoura.geme:ot will be given to the inhabi tants to serve in the diplon.atic
service and in intermationzl organizations, ‘

7. Unlversal suffrage was introdnced in the Territories in 1948, Elections z
vere held in Curacac on 17 March 1949, and in Surinem on 31 May 19%9. The age
limit of the electorate was reduced from 25,to 23, The legislatures of the two
Territories have been increased from 15 to 231 members each. Under the old
franchise law, a small number of qualified voters in each of the islands chose

10 members of the legislature, while five were appointed by the Governor.,

8. In Janvary 1950, an Interim Regulation came into force which assures/
self‘-govervmlent in internal affé.:! rs aﬁd. regulates the relations between the
Netherlends and Surinam in dealing with exbernal matters of mutwal interest.

The local constitution (lands“encling) of Surinam came into force on

20 January 1950, The people of Curacao and Surinam are to have the status of
Notherlanders, ' '
9. In respect of I\T‘evtlierlah:ls Wew Guinea:; See docunment.... -

A NEW ZEATAND ' : 1
10, In respect.of tho Territories of Cook Islands, Niue Island, and Tokelan /
Islands, the information transmitted in 1950 indicated that there was no change
from the informetion submitted dﬁrinf 1049, )

' UNITED STATES OF AMERICA \ /

Alaska ’ : '
11, During the 2irst session of the Bighty-Firast Congress of the United States,
19k9, a bill to provide for admission of Alaska as & state recdived the approval
of the House Committee on Public Lands, dbub agein failed to reech. the House for
action, Ividence of Alaskats desire for statehood is demonstre ted by the
creation of an Alaske Statechocd Committee by the Nineteenth Territorial

|
|
/Leglslature. p {
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Legislature., One of the duties of this Cohmittee i8 to have ready, in
preparation for the Constitutional Convention, detailed inf o:mat~ za and.
analyses for use by the Convenuion in prepar*ng the required draft of a-
constitution for nJas}'a . I o L -
American Serica ' , 4 |

12, &n Asa: srant-Governor 18 now “inch ldea. in the Executive Branch of the
_Govermnent ’
13. .L‘he Execuuiva Branch of the Govo:mment 111cludes the Department of Commerce,
formerly called Department of Internal Affeirs.

1, Provision has been mad.e for the el°ction of vﬂlage comuigsioners, one
from each mxnic:! pality, to serve for a four -yaar term., R
.15. The Jud.lciary includes an Islend uourt composed of four Guamanian Judges
instead of one Guamanian ci uizen asg reporteo. in the information transmitted during
Eawail . - o S ST

16. of- the estimated. c:.vilian population o*' 5140,500 in 1G48,. 123, 610 reglstored.
as. voters or app”oxima tely 23 per cent of the Territory's poyula—tion. In
'19118 107,529 persons voted at the gene“a.l el ection, being 87 per cent of all
perzons registered. ' -

Puerto Rico

17. Insular political contrcversy on the J.uture status of the Terr:l tory has
centered around two alternatives , federal statehood and independence, 4
Concentration on these had, to a considerable /extent , diverted emphasis from

the basic social and economic pro‘olema.' From 1940 on, 1t became more and more
apparent that camplete political autonom;y',‘ vhether as & state or os an

independent country, would be hoilow if it were not accompanied by economic
gelf-sufficiency. The d.rive. of ‘the Govérment, surported by the people, has been
toverds injustrializetion, which has prod.ucedA promising initial results, A

nev political attitude has developed. to the effect that with & few.e.d,justments
v;ro*“w. tho Unit ed. States, Puerto Rico could enjoy as’ complete self -government

as is I)OSulble in the rrssent world, without e:nbracing elther sctatehood or

independence, : : .
18, The amendments to the 01"8.!1:10 Act by Public Iaw 362 of the Elghtieth
Congress oi: the United States were a practical expression of this attitude. \

. [Nith
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With a few more minor changes, Puerto Rico, while maintaining its present
relationshin with .th\e_Uni_ted States, will, in fact, have complete autoncmy

over its ovm a.ff"airsg The ‘uélief is growing that Puerto Rico can contribute

to America the development of a nem fornm of statehood. _

10, That the people vigoroﬁsly support the Government in the new direction vhich
it has taken 1s adeguately shovn by the resulte of the election of

2 I-i'ovenfoer'l_c}hB; when, for the firet time, the Island chese its Chief Hxscutive,.
Of a %total of 673,085 ellgidble voters, 640,71k went to the polls, The votes

were cast as follows;

Populares ' 392,386
Coalicion (made up of three cld parties: Estadistas, 182,977
Socialistas, Reformistas, advocates, generally, ‘
of statehood) ' o .
Independentistas (advocates of independence) ' 65,351

20, The Populares {the majority peryy) y in eddition to the Goverrorship and the
Resident~-Commissionership, won 17 out of 19 seats in the insular Senmte and 38 /
out of 39 seats in the House of Rerpresentatives, They also won control of )
76 out of 77 mlmicipalities'. o Independentistas wers elscted to any public
office. The elected Governor took oi‘f_icé on 2 January 1949,

21, The informetion states that even thoush, technically, Puerto Rico mé.y be
within the scope of Article T3 e of the Charter of the United Nations, as &
matter of practice Puerto Rico is virtually self -governing.

Virgin Islands of the United. Statgs

22, 1In Noverber 1943, for the first time in the history of the Virgin Islands,

a referendum was held. The purpose was to determine the views of the.‘electorato
on guestions of basic irnpor‘caﬁcq in any revisions which the United States
Congress might make in the precent Organic Act or Constitution of the Virglin
Isiands, This referendum revealed that an overwhelming majority of the voters
were in favour of the Virgin Islands having divect representation in the '
Congress of the United States through a locally-elected Resident Cormissioner,
They did not approve ¢f the plan to unify the two political districts of

5t. Croix, é.n_d, 5t .’ Therao and 5t. Jolin, nor were they favouraply disposed

towvard the proposal for popular election of the Governor, However, more then

/40 per ceni -
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' 40 per cent of the voters who took part in‘the general electicns did not take
the opportunity to cast referendum ‘pal.loté. The following teble shows the

number of register=d voters and the actual vb’ces cast in the 1948 general
_ election: o o

Rogistercd voters ‘ ‘Actual votes cast’
St. Croix - 2331 - 1599
St, Thouas and - B ;

St. John - 3178 : 2060

e g, B . i e

Virgin Islends 5509 | , 3659
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