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1. The special report of the Trusteeship Council concerning the draft 

Trusteeship Agreement for the Territory of Somaliland under Italian Administration -
(A/1294 )* was referred to the Fourth Committee by the General Assembly at its 

285th plenary meeting on 26 September 1950, 

2, At the l74th meeting of the Committee, the Chairman invited the 

representative of Italy and the Chairman 0f the United Nations Advisory Council 

for the Trust Territory of Somaliland to participate in the Committee's 

deliberations without the right to vote, 

3. In a communication date<i 19 September 1950 addressed to the Chairman of the 

Fourth Committee, the Somali Youth League asked to be given an opportunity to 

make oral statements before the Committee. At the l74th meeting, in the course of 

the discussion concernir~ this request, the delegation of Iraq submitted a 

proposal reading as follows: 

"The Fourth Committee decides to grant the request of the Somali 
Youth League to participate without vote in the work of this Committee 
during the debate on the question of the Trusteeship Agreement for 
Somaliland, 11 

The delegation of France proposed that the Fourth Committee should permit 

representatives of local opinion, such as the representatives of political parties 

or other organizations in Somali land, to state their vievrs before the Committee 

should they desire to do so. 

* See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifth Session, Supplement No, 10. 
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The delegation of Cuba proposed that the Fourth Committee should decide to 

invite the Somali Youth League to be present at its meetings and to authorize its 

representatives to make a statement expressing their views on the draft 

Trusteeship Agreement. 

In accordance with rule 130 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, 

the proposal by the delegation of Iraq was put to the vote first. 

The proposal was voted upon by roll-call as follows: 

In favour: 

Against: 

Afghanistan, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 

Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Iran, 

Iraq, Lebanon, Mexico, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Saudi 

Arabia, Syria, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics, Yemen. 

Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Netherlands, 

Norway, Sweden, Union of South Africa, United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of Ame~ica. 

Abstaini~£: Argentina, Brazil, China, Colombia, Cuba, El Salvador, Greece, 

Haiti, Israel, New Zealand, Thailand, Venezuela, Yugoslavia. 

The proposal was adopted ?Y 20 votes to 11, with 13 abstentions. 

4. The Chairman accordingly invited the representative of the Somali Youth League 

to participate, lTithout the right to vote, in the work of the Committee. 

5. In a corr~untcation dated 15 Nuvember 1950 to the Secretary-General, the 

Conferenza della Somalia asked to participate in the discussions of the Corr~ittee. 

The Committee, at its 179th meeting, decided to accord the request and the 

representative of the Conferenza della Somalia was invited to participate, without 

the right to vote, in the Committee's deliberations. 

6. At the 175th meeti~~, the President of the Trusteeship Council, Dr. Max 

Henriquez Urena, made an i.n~roductory statement in which he outlined the work done 

by the Trusteeship Council in accorda~ce with General Assembly resolution 289 (IV) 

of 21 November 1949, and reviewed the main provisions of the draft Trusteeship 

Agreement for Somaliland a~d the Declaration of Constitutional Principles which is 

attached thereto and which forms an integral part of the Agreement. 

7. Statements w·ere also made by the Chairman of the Advisory Council for 

Somaliland and the representative of Italy. The Chairman of the Advisory Council 

informed the Committee of the activities of the Council since its inception and 

/gave n general 
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gave a general outline of the situation in the Territory. The representative 

of Italy s~arized the events in the Territory since the assumption on l April 

1950 of the :provisional Italian aaministration and gave assurances of the 

determination of the Administering Authority to prepare Somaliland for independence 

in a spirit of justice, peace, liberty and progress and to implement the terms 

of the Trusteeship Agreement in the spirit and the letter of the Charter of the 

United Nations. 

8. The discussion on the item was then begun and continued until the 180th 

meeting of the Committee. statements were made by the representatives of the 

Scmali Youth League and the Conferenza della Samalia and the latter representative 

answered questions put to him by members of the Committee. 

9· Two draft resolutions and a joint proposal were submitted for the Committee's 

consideration as referred to below. 

10. The delegation of Ethiopia submitted two draft resolutions the first of which 

(A/c.4/L.l02) read as follows: 

"Whereas the rrovisions of Articles 79, 83 and 85 of the Charter of the 
United Nations require that the terms of trusteeship for each territory to be 
placed under the Trusteeship SYstem shall be agreed upon by the states 
directly concerned, before approval of such agreement by the United Nations, 
and 

11Whereas the same provisions of the Charter require that any alteration 
or amendment of the terms of trusteeship shall likewise be agreed upon by 
the states directly concerned prior to submission of the same to the United 
Nations for its approval, and 

"Whereas the Trusteeship Council in examining the question at no time 
sought any such agreement within the meaning of Article 79 of the Charter, 
and 

"WhereaR the Trusteeship Council has not :prerared any agreement submitted 
to or agreed. to or containing any agreement or ap:proval by the states 
directly concerned, and 

"Whereas in respect of the Territory of former Italian Samaliland there 
is no agreement containing the terms of trusteeship for AUch Territory and/or 
for alteration or amendment of said terms, for the placing of said Territory 
undro: the Trusteeship system, and agreed to by the States .directly 
concerned, which is submitted to the United Nations for ap:proval in 
accordance with Articles 79 and 85 of the Charter, nor does document 
SUpplement 10 (A/1294) constitute any such agreement within the requirements 
of the aforementioned Articles, 

/"The General Assembly 
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"The General Assembly declares: 

"1. That the Trusteeship Con:mittee of the General Assembly has 
not been seized of an agreement by the states directly concerned, containing 
the terms of trusteeship, including all alterations or amendments of the 
same, for the placing cf the Territory of former Italian Sorraliland under 
the Trusteeship System, and 

"2. That no agreement having been subcttted to the United Nations 
for its approval in accordance with the provisions of Articles 79, 83 and 
85 of the Chaxter, the United Nations are unable to proceed further with 
the ~uestion raised by the IrOVisions of recommendations of 21 November 1949, 
Iart B, with respect to Italian Scrraliland (document A/1124, 22 November 
1949)". 

'l'he draft resolution >-ras voted upon "by roll call at the 176th meeting as 

follows: 

In favour: 

Against: 

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, 

Ethiopia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union 

of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Argentina, Australia, Belgium, DrQ&il, Canada, Chile, China, 

Colcmbia, Cuba, De~~ark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El 

Salvador, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ira~, Israel, ~exico, 

Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, 

saudi Arabia, SWeden, Thailand, Union of South Africa, United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States 

of America, ttruguay, Venezuela, Yemen. 

Abstaining; Afghanistan, Burma, Egypt, France, G~aterrala, Haiti, Yugoslavia. 

The draft resolution was rejected by 34 votes to 6, with 7 abstentions. 

11. The second draft resolution (A/c.4/L.l05) submitted by the delegation of 

Ethiopia read as follows: 

"Whereas the terms of Article 79 of the Charter of the United Nations 
re~uire the agreement by the states directly concerned to the terms of 
trusteeship fer each terri tcry to "be :placed 1mder the Trusteeship System, 
jncluding any alterations or amendments thereof, and 

"Whereas in respect of fermer Italian Scrr.aliland, a .tv:ember of the 
United Nations has claimed to be a state directly concerned within the 
meaning of Article 79 of the Charter, and 

/ " Whereas 
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"Whereas the aforesaid Member of the United Nations claims that its 
agreement to the terms of trusteeship for the placing of former Italian 
Somaliland under the Trusteeship System has not been obtained as required 
by the provisions of Article 79 of the Charter, and 

"Whereas the aforesaid Member of the United Nations has claimed that 
without its agreement, as a State directly concerned by virtue of the 
provisio~s of Article 79 of the Charter, approval by the United Nations 
of any trusteeship agreement concerning former Italian Somaliland would 
be contrary to the provisions of Article 2, paragraph 7, of the Charter, 
in respect of certain territories and inhabitants, in view of the absence 
of any frontier with forreer Italian Somaliland, 

"The General Assembly, 

"By virtue of the provisions of Article 96 of the Charter of the 
United Nations, requests of the International Court of Justice advisory 
opinions on the following questions: 

"1. By what criteria are States determined to be "States directly 
concerned" within the meaning of Article 79 of the Charter? 

"2. What authority or authorities are competent to determine what 
States are entitled to be considered 11States directly concerned" 
within the meaning of Article 79 of the Charter? 

"3. What procedure or procedures shall the competent authority or 
authorities apply in determining what States are "States directly 
concerned" within the meanil"'..g of Article 79 of the Charter? 
11 4. What procedure or procedures shall the organs of the United 
Nations, in accordance with the provisions of Articles 79, 83 and 85, 
apply, following determination by the competent authority or 
autho:ri ties of the "Sta"0es directly concerned" within the meaning 
of Article 79 of the Charter? 
11 5. What procedure or procedures shall the organs of the United 
Nations, in accordance with the provisions of Articles 79, 83 and 85, 
apply, tn the absence of a determination by the competent authority 
or authorities of the "States directly concerned" Wi. thin the meaning 
of Article 79 of the Chnrter?rr 

12. At the 179th meeting, the Chairman requested the delegation of Ethiopia to 

withdraw this draft resolution. The delegation of Ethiopia complied with this 

request, while reservil"'~ the right to submit this or another draft resolution 

on that question when the draft agreement relattns to Trusteeship over former 

Italian Somali land comes before the General Assembly. No objection was raised 

to this reservation. 

13. The delegations of Argentina, Colombia, Denmark, Iraq, Norway, Pakistan, the 

Philippines and the United States nf America submitted a joint draft proposal 

(A/C.4/L.l04) which recommended tho.t the General Assembly should approve the 

draft Trust.~tjshlp 1\,grA~rr.Ant. t~nd t:alled its attent;lon to the declarations 
/regarding 
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re3erding tho Trusteeship Agreement made by tho representative of tho Administering 

Authority during tho discussion in tho Fourth Committee. Subso~uontly, the 

delegation of India joined tho sponsors of tho proposal, which was revised 

(A/C .4/L.l04/Rov.l) to rend as follows: 

"Tho Fourth Commi ttoe 

"Recommends that tho General Assembly approve tho draft Trusteeship 
Agreement for tho Territory of Somaliland under Italian Administration, 
as contained in document A/1294, negotiated by the Trusteeship Council 
with tho Administering Authority pursuant to General Assembly resolution 
289 (IV) ; and 

"Calls tho attention of tho Assembl:;r to the ooclOJTations roc;arding the 
Trusteeship Acrooment made by tho ruprosontattve of tho .1-\dministel'inG 
Authority durinG tho discussion :i..n tho Fourth CotrJnittco and, in particular, 
to his undertakinG to prepare Somalilund fur independence in a spirit of 
justice, peace, liberty and pro3ross, and to implement the terms of the 
Agreement in the spirit and tho letter of the provisions of tho Charter 
of the United Nations." 

The joint draft proposal vTD..s voted upon by roll-call at the 180th mooting 
as follovrs: 

In favour: 

J.,c;ainst: 

Af(!lwnistan, Argentina, Australia, Belgium, E!'azil, Burr:a, 

Canada, Chilo, China, Colombie, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican 

Republic, Ecuador, ~CYPt, El Salvador, France, Grecco, 

Guatemala, Haiti , India, Ind ones iu, Iron, Iraq , I araol, 

Lebanon, Nexico, rTethcrlands, !lrmr :':ealand, Nonray, P<1kistan, 

Peru, l'hilippinos, Sauo.:l. Arabia, Svroden, Syria, Thailand, 

Union of South .i\frj_ca, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland, United States of Amoricc, Uruguay, 

Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia. 

Byolorussian Soviet Socialist RcpubHc, Czechoslovakia, 

:Poland, Ukrainian Elovtet Soc j_aE st Republic, Un~. on of 

Sovj ct Soc :i.o.li st RopubEc s. 

Abstentions: Liberia. 

Tho draft proposal '1-TaS adopted 1JY 4~- votes to 5, ''1-Ti th 1 abstention. Tho 

oclcBation of Ethiopia did not participate in tho veto. 

1~. In accordance with tho above decision, tho Fourth Committee roconunonda that 

tho General Assembly approve tho draft Trusteeship AQroomcnt and Declaration of 

Constitutional Principles contained in document A/1294, pages 5-ll, 




