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Report of the Economie and Soeial Council ( eiia{:-
ters IV and V) (A/2686, A/C.3/573, A/C.3/L.
432) (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE (confinued)

1. Mr. COATON (Union of South Africa) said that
he wished to make some general remarks on reports
on soeial, cultiural and humanitarian matters. To ilius-
trate his arguments, he would refer specifically to sec-
tions VI and VIII of chapter V of the report of the
Economic and Social Council (A/2686)1, dealing with
freedom of information and forced Lbowr respectively.
It was true that those two subjects were separate items
on the Committee’s agenda, hut to make his meaning
clear he wonld be obliged to refer to certain aspects of
them simultaneously,

2. The report of the Ad FHoc Committee on Forced
Lahour {E/2431)% showed that the Union of Scuth
Africa, having reserved its juridical position, had co-
operated to the fullest extent with the Committee, al-
theugh it contended that every one of the allegations
referred to it for comment should have been rejected
from the outset as being absclutely irrefevant to the
Committee’s terme of reference. It was unfortunate,
however, that an ad hec committee entrusted with a
specific task should have so misinterpreted the facts.
There could be no doubt that it was the first duty of
any State to manage Its affairs so that the maximom
social benefits might accrue to its peoples within the
framework of a sound economy, or that a State should

curb cxcessive wrban migration of wwkilled workers

to ward off the consequent social evils, With rehabili-
tation and reformation as the objectives, it was also
surely in the best interests of a serious offender against
the penal laws of a country to allow him to accept, at
hizs express wish, occupation agninst pay i congenial
surronndings until he could again take his proper pluce
in society.

YO Mcial Records of the Geneval Assembly, Ninth Session,
Supplement No. 5.

* Joint United Nations snd loternational Labour Organisation
document. Gfficiul Becords of the Economic and Social Cowscil,
Sivteents Session, Supplement No. 12 and No. 36 in the Stadics
and Reports {New Serizs} of the Tuiernational Labewr Ofice.

3. There was no such thing as forced labour in the
Union of South Africa: foreed labour eould not exist
in a country where slavery had been abolished more
than a century previcusly, To assert or even insinuate
the contrary would be libellous in the extreme, were it
not s¢ completely preposterous. The LUnion rejected
and condemned the system as strongly as any other
civilized country in the world, Yet the Ad Hoe Com-
mittee on Forced Lahour had concluded, in the face
of all the factual material submitted to it, that in various
degrees threc of the eight original charges against
the Union were substantiated. The Union Goveroment
had submifted to the Economic and Social Couneil
further detailed ohservations on the Ad Hoe Commit-
tee’s report, which appeared in document /2431 /Add.
5 of 17 March 19534, and it hoped that the nusleading
picture given in the report would thereby to some
extent be corrected,

4. The Union of South Africa had no quibble with
the purposes of the report of the Rapporteur on Free-
dorn of Information (E/2426)%, as defined by the
Feonomic and  Secial Counal  (resolution 442 ¢
{(XIV}}. Nevertheless, the Rapporteur had submit-
ted a report which, in so far as referencez to the
Union of South Africa were concerned, was full of
inaccuracies, insinuations and unsubstantiated allega-
tions, largely based on information supplied by certain
Press agencies. Moreover, the manner of presentation
and the Rapporteur’s own comments gave the fmpres-
sion that he had had Httle besitation in accepting that
material at its face value. For example, referring to cen-
sorship of outgoing news dispatches, the Rapporteur
had affirmed that various tvpes of censorship were em-
ployed in different countries of the world and had then
proceeded to guote a survey compiled by the Associated
Press ap conditions in a nmmber of countries, includ-
ing the Union of South Africa. The fact that he had
made it clear that the findings were not his awn did
not detract from the conciusion that, by linking them
with his own affirmation, he was dearly endorsing
them,

3. The Associated Press survey alleged that, in the
Union of South Africa, dispatches by foreign corres-
pondents were scrntinized during  transit  through
government-cantrelled  communication channels. Had
the Rapporteur probed that allegation impartially and
objectively he would have fonnd that there was no
censorship whatsoever of Press dispatches in the
Union and that the only peace-time control exercised
by the Postmaster-General over all ontgoing telegrams
(Press or ordinary) was the normal statutory con-
trol to prevent the transmission of any telegrams econ-
trining blasphemous, indecent, ohscene, offensive ar
libellous material, That limitation of freedom of in-
formation was clearly recognized by the General As-

*OHfhicial Records of the Ecanomic and Social Council, Stxteenth
Seasien, Supplenent No. 12,
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sembly, and the Rapportcur lumsdf adm tted that it
might he necessary in certain circumstances.

6. Ifurthermore, the Rapporteur described a memor-
andum of the International Press Institutz (E/2420,
annex C) as an example of the type of factual report
on conditions which could be undertaken eifectively by
the profession. That memorandum, however, predicted
that a recommendation might be adopted b, the South
African Press Comnission of Inquiry for a system of
licences for all correspondents serving newspapers
abroad and for their [filing copies of their dispatches
with the State Information Office. Far fron being an
example of factual reporting, the statement was an
example of mischievous journalistic conjecture, which
should not have been imcluded in the report, as the
Press Commission had not yet formulated its conclu-
sions and recommendations. The Union (Govermment
tad submitted its detailed comments on those and
other inaccuracies in the Rapporteur’s report to the
Economic and Social Council in document E/2535 of
1 February 1954.

7. The two reports to which he had ref:rred were
world-wide in their scope and could therefsre be dis-
cussed and criticized by any Member Stite without
prejudice to its legal position under Artice 2, para-
graph 7 of the United Nations Charter. "The Union
Government's concern about reporting mettods in the
United Nations was not, however, confined only to
those used in the case of world-wide rejorts. The
Organization also issued wholly unconstititional re-
ports concentrated directly on the domestic affairs of
a single Member State, thus rendering it  egally im-
possible for the State to defend itsclfl in the United
Nations. In undertaking that kind of activity, the
United Nations had embarked on a dangerous course.
Inaccurate and tendentious reports were hardly likely
to promote the attainment of the Organizaion's pur-
poses, but could all too casily serve as anmumtion
for propaganda in the hands of politica; pressure
groups.

8, It was time for the United Nations to take stock
of its activities and, instead of dissipating its efforts on
projects of doubtful value, to concentrate its energies
on important and constructive tasks. The criteria for
such tasks set forth in the introduction to the Secre-
tary-General’s report (A/2663)* were sound and com-
mendable and their strict application in determining
future priorities would go a long way towards con
fining the activities of the United Nations to worth-
while spheres.

9. In cases where the good name of a Mentber State
was impugned in world-wide reports, the State should
at least be given an opportunity of submitting its own
observations and having them printed in the same doc-
ument, The existing machinary obviously placed the
agericved State at a great disadvantage, as the dam-
age wag done as soon as the report was issied as an
official United Nations document.

10. Mr. ZDANOWSKI (Poland) said that he would
confine his remarks on chapters IV and 'V of the
Council’s report (A/2686) to questions which were
not listed as separate items on the Committee’s agenda
and, in particular, to the aspect of the righ: of seli-
determination which related to permanent sovereignty
over natural wealth and resources. Independence and

‘Official Records of the General Assembly, Ninit Session,
Supploment No, 1.

sovereignty could be only fictional unless the people
or nation concerned controlled its natural wealth and
resources. Poland had experienced exploitation by for-
eign capitalists between the two world wars, when its
national resources had been used by aliens and to serve
the political and economic interests of great landown-
ers and industrialists, Although those conditions no
longer prevailed in Poland, many countries, and es-
pecially the Non-Seli-Governing and Trust Territories,
did not enjoy sovereignty over their national wealth.

11. The Commission on Human Rights at its tenth
session had adopted a draft resolution proposing that
a commission shou/d be established to survey the status
of that basic constituent of the right of seli-determina-
tion® and also a draft resolution recommending the
establishument of a commission to examine any situa-
tion resulting from alleged denial or inadequate realiza-
tion of the right of seli-determination®. When the reso-
luticns had been submitted to the Economic and Social
Council at its etghteenth session, however, the Council
had unjustifiably dicided to refer the question back to
the Commission, instead of transmitting the resolutions
to the General Assembly, That decision was yet another
example of the Council’s tendency to hinder the adop-
tion of provistons aimed at promoting the implementa-
tion of the right of self-determination; it had previously
initiated the movement to divide the covenant into two
parts, in contravention of the decisions of the Commis-
sion and of the General Assembly at its fifth session.
Such action was hardly likely to promote the economic
and social progress of nations or to lead to international
co-operation.

12, Mrs. ELLIOT (United Kingdom) said that she
would refer to three matters dealt with in chapters IV
and V of the report (A/2686): the United Nations
Children's Fund, narcotics control and the status of
wotnet,

13. The reports before the Committee showed how
universal was international concern with child welfare.
On other subjects, there was frequently disagreement
among nations, but on the vital importance of the work
of UNICEF there was none. The United Nations
Children’s Fund was an excellent example of world
co-operation,

14, The programmss of UNICETF were so simple that
everyone could understand what UNICEF workers, the
best ambassadors of the United Nations, were trying to
do. The United Nations Children’s Fund was lltlplnj_,
in the endless struggle against disease by making the
discoveries of the laboratories available, in their simplest
form, to combat such terrible diseases as malaria and
tuberculosis. It had been established recently, but the
results achieved had been amazing., The United Nations
Children’s Fund was carrying on 250 different pro-
grammes in eighty-eight countries all over the world.
In 1954, 31 million mothers and children would receive
BCG vaccine and a similar number would be benefited
by the anti-malarial, anti-yaws and feeding programmes,
15. Meanwhile, there was a shortage of trained work-
ers to overcome superstition and prejudice against mod-
ern medicine and to teach the people of under-developed
countries how to benefit from medical care. It was of
enormous importance that the training of workers
should be expanded. The United Nations Children’s

" See Official Records of the Ecomomic and Social Council,
Fighteeath Sesston, Supplement No, 7, annex 1V, draft resolu-
ton F [,

® Ibid,, draft resolution F IL
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Fund had assisted 5,500 rmaternity and child welfare
centres, but the real problem was the shoriage of
trained mulwives, health visitors and competent super-
vISOTS,

16. A valuable facter in fighting disease had been the
we of modern foodstuffs. Apart from operating 165
milk-conservation plants, UNICEF had used milk sub-
stitutes in areas where milk could not easily be obtained.
Protein foods such as fish fAour and cod-liver oi! had
been of great value in promoting good health and com-
hating starvation. In addition to milk and other foods
distributed under emergency programmes, the long-
range feeding programmes in forty-three countries had
provided 1,730,004 children with food in 1954

17. A gratifying aspect of the reports was the success
of UNICEF in obtaining matching contributions from
recipient countries, to such an extent that each daollar
tnvested in UNICEF had heen matched by $1.57 from
recipient Governments. The UNICET fipancial report
showed that its work had expanded each year, and that
each year more countries had contributed, In 1933, the
United Kingdom had been able to double its contribu-
tion and it was hoped that it would at least maintain
that eonteibution in future. Some countries were siill
not contributing. but the response had heen generally
gratifying. The United Nations Children’s Fund had a
good record of administration but it was necessary to
keep 4 careful eye on any extravagance and unnecessary
expenditure so that the administrative costs could he
kept as low as possible.

18.  The United Kingdom was particalarly grateful to
UNICEF for its help in many Non-Self-Governing
Territories, where the administrations, UNICEF and
the populations had co-operated successiully, The cost
had been very moderate, owing to the use of modem
techniqgues.

19, Although the international control of narcotic
drugs received little publicity, it was of very great
importance. Drug addiction was not a2 major problem
in the United Kingdom, but it was a serious social
prohlem in certain other countries. It was sad to note
the conclusion of the Narcotics Commission that in the
world as a whole addiction and illicit trafiie were on the
increase. The control of narcotics had been a major
concern of the internatinoal corvrunity for many years,
hut the final responsibility for the control of illicit traf-
fic belonged to individual Governments. It was there-
fore to be hoped that all Governments would adhere
closely to Economic and Social Councit resolution 348
B (XVIID), and especially to the information require-
ments under the Conventions of 19257 and 19315,

20, During the vear a favourable developmieut had
taken place an the coca leaf problem. Previously, it had
not been penerally agreed that the coca leal was harm-
ful, hut the position had changed and it had been
agreed that countermeasures were necessary, The Peru-
vian delegation to the Narcotics Commission particu-
larly deserved congratwlafion in that connexion.

21, The United Kingdom delegation hoped later to
introduce the joint draft resolution of France, Turkey
and the United Kingdom (A/C.3/1.432) on the estab-
fishment of a United Nations Narcotics Tabnratory at
Geneva, based on the recommendations of the Narcotics
Commission and the Fconomic and Social Couneil,

" Interoationzl Opium Convention, sighed at Geneva on 19
TFobruaary 1925

* Convention for Limiting the Marufacture and Regulating the
Distribution of Narcotie Drugs, signed at Geneva an 13 July 1931

22, The status of women was one of the most impor-
tant social subjects before the Committee, The United
Kingdom Government would have preferred the ques-
tion of the natiomality of married women to be dealt
with in the general context of nationality and stateless-
niess, but meanwhile it supported the majority view
that there should be a convention such as that pro-
posed by the Cuban representative, m which account
had been taken of many of the United Kingdom Gov-
ernment’s observations.

23 The United Kingdom Government's position on
equal pay for equal work was that the Government had
no poewer over the wages and salaries of most workers,
which were negotiated by trade wnions and by fndi-
vidual contracts, but it supported the principle of equal
pay ior equal work and was taking steps to apply it to
Government employees,

24, The acute shoriage of trained women to work in
teaching, social and health sctivities made the question
of part-time work very important. It was gratifying to
note that the International Labour Organisation would
continue to study the problems of part-time employ-
ment of older women, and that its conclusions would
be considered by the Commission on the Status of
Women,

23, Although the Commission on the Status of Women
had been understandably interested in the protection
of the mother and child, the Economic and Social Coun-
cil had been wise to resolve that the subject should be
considered further by the Sccial Commission, to avoid
possihle duplication of effort,

Mr. Nufiez (Coste Rica) took the Chair,

26, Mrs. LORD {United States of America) said that
by omitting mention of the Secrefariat’s work the
Council’s report {A /2686 had not done full justice
to the social activities of the United Nations. She drew
the Committee’s attention to the Secretary-General's
annual report on the wark of the COrganization
{A/2663), in which the Secrefariat’s social activities
had been summarized. It wounld be usefnl if, in the
future, a brief summary of the Secretariat’s work were
included in the Council’s report, so that the Committee
would be in order in discussing it.

27. The change in the title of UNICEF reflected the
trend towards the development of permanent services
for children, especially in under-developed countries,
That meant that permanen{ health services could con-
solidate the achievements of the mass health campaigns,
It was heartening to note that some Governments were
taking over activities initiated by UNICEF. The real
test of the work of UNICEF was the achievement of
permanent results of the kind stressed by the General
Assembly in its resclutions on UNICEF. The object
of the activities of UNICEF should be the permanent
improvement of children’s health,

28, The United State: delegation was pleased that
much progress had heen made in co-ordinating the
work of UNICEF with that of the specialized agencies
and the United Nations social welfare programme. The
new policy of financing limited local costs should be
appled with proper caution lest it undermine self-
help, the cardinal principle of UNICEF assistance.

29, The United States Governwent had always sup-
ported international action to control the manufacture
and trade in narcotic drugs as a kind of collective
security deserving the fullest support of all Govern-
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ments. The international opiom protocel (E/NT/3)9,
which the United States had signed and which the
Senate had approved by 71 votes to none, vas a major
sten forward in the International control of narcotics,
and the United States delegation hoped that the largest
possible number of States would ratify it. It was to be
hoped, too, that many more States would ratify the
Protocol on synthetic drogs of 19421% A majority of
nations had prohibited the manufacture ard importa-
tion of heroin, a highly dangerous addiction-producing
drug which was not indispensable in medicine.

30, A large amount of the narcotics seiz:d in illicit
trade eould be traced to Communist China. As Com-
munist China was a police State, it had o e assumed
that there was official complicity. The United States
delegation supported the Chincse representative’s rec-
ommendation that that problem required special atten-
tion.

31, The United States delegation generally endorsed
the Council’s action o promote freedom of information
and whole-heartedly supported its recommendation that
the Secretury-General should be aothorized to provide
technical assistance in that fieid. The United States
reaffiirmed its devotion to freedom of speeck and free-
dom of the Press and its desire to co-operate in all
United Nations activities to promote them.

32, 1t was gratifving to oote the steadr progress
being made vear hy year in the achievement of politi-
cal rights by women, The Secretary-Generals report
showed that women enjoyed full political rights in sixty
countries (A/2663, chapter I, section A, 11 {¢)) and
since the publication of that report the Government of
Colombia had extended {ull political rights o women,
Stmilar action seemed likely in Peru.

33, The fact of stressing political rights did not mean
that there was no need to promote egual rights for
women i gther felds, but history had shown that
equal suffrage was a pre-condition of equal rights mn
other fields, The Comimission on the Status of Women
had deveioped a number of useful methods for dealing
with those problems. Some of the Commission’s resolo-
tlors, however, had been so concerned with the spe-
cific legislation of States and so encumbered with detail
that the United States delegation had been unable to
support them. In future, the Commission might devote
more attention to practical measures, particulady edu-
catior,

34. The Council had already requested the Commis-
sion on Human Rights to study further measures for
promoting the right of sel-determination. In accord-
ance with its traditions and with the Charter of the
United Nations, the United States supported the prin-
ciple of equal rights and self-determination of peoples,
which the Pacfic Charter, recently proclaimed at
Manila, fully recognized. It should be stressed that the
right of self-determination did not relate only to de-
pendent territories, as some speakers had szemed fo
nsist, bhut also to the vast mew commums: empire.
Indeed, the problem was much more signifeant and
urgent there than in the Non-5cli-Governizg Terri-
tories.

*Qee United Natione Opiom Conference, Protocol and Fingl
Act, sigued af New York, 23 June 1953, United Natigr s Pohlica-
tons, Sales No.: 1833.X1.6

*® Protocal, signed at Paris on 19 Novemnber 1948, bringing
uvnder international eonirol drugs ouiside the gcope 41 the Con-
vention of 13 july 1931 for Limiting the Mamifacture ind Rego-
lating the Distribution of Narcotic Drugs, 25 amenced by the
Protocol sigoed at Lalke Success on 11 December 1946

35 Since the Commissior oo Human Rights was no
longer precccupied with the deafting of international
tnstruments, it would be abie at ifs next session to give
full attentivn to other ftems on its apenda. fts most
importent task would be to devise practical menns for
promoting human rights. Many propesals for such
measures had been made by various Governments, the
Secretary-General, and non-governmenial organizations.
The Umted States Government had intreduced three
proposals for biennial reports from Governments, spe-
cial studies of individual rights, and techoical assist-
ance. ! The Commission woald have an opportunity to
consider and perfect all those various proposals and
consolidate thom into a practicable programime.

36, The United Nations bad moved ahead with re-
gard to the social field and human rights. Progress was
necessarily slow but the very fact that the Organiza-
tion was debating those problems and trying to find
solutions for them should give encouragement and hope
to peaple everywhere,

37, Mr. SAKSIN (Union of Soviet Soctalist Repub-
lics), speaking on a point of order, objected to the fact
that the United States representative used the absence
of the legitimate representative of China in the Com-
mittee to make slanderous atfacks against the great
Chinese people. He protested against such practices,
which did not redound to the credit of the United
States representative,

38, Similar mendacious attacks against the People’s
Republic of China had been made before in the Com-
mission on Narcotic Drugs and the Economic and So-
cial Council. The USHR delegations to those bodies
had amply proved that the fabrications were useless
and unfounded. It was trae that foreign exploiters had
in the past derived vast profits from the opium trade.
Since China had cast off the imperialist yoke, however,
the position had changed catirely and the production
and use of marcotic drugs was prohibited by law.

32 The CHAIHMAN said that the USSR represen-
tative’s statemient had not been a point of order; he
had been exercising the right of reply under sule 116
of the rules of procedure.

40. Mr. TSAO (China) agreed with that interpreta-
tion. He would avail himself of the same right in due
course in order to explain more fully about the illicit
traffic in narcotic dregs on the mainkand of China, a
matter which he had raised first and on which he hael
been supported by the United States representative.

Mr. Nesek (Coechosiovakic} resumed the Chair,

41, Mr. KUEHN (France) said that France, as a
metber of the Executive Board of UNICEFE, had
taken the greatest interest in the day-to-day activities
of the Fund and of its secretariat, to which it wished
to pay a tribute. The extent of the assistance given by
the Fund, as shown in paragraph 576 of the Council’s
report (A/2086}, was mmpressive, [His delegation was
particularly gratified to see that UNTCEF was helping
the execution of programmes in seventy-eight countrics
or territories and thet the Board had decided in 1954
to extend its help to thirteen more. That suceess was
due to good co-ordination between the secretariat's
work and inter-governmental activities. It was also due
to the painstaking way in which policy was worked
out, The general outlines, werked out by the secretariat
and Member States, were brought up to date {rom

¥ See Official Records of the Ecomomic and Sociel Council,
Sixteenth Session, Supplement No. 8, varas, 283, 269 and Z71.
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time to time, in order to keep abreast of new scientific
discoveries. The system of committee worls had been
satisfactory. Thus, an A4 Hoc Board Policy Com-
mitter, wieeting in spring 1954 and composed of gov-
ernmental representatives, had suggested guiding prin-
ciples, which had been approved by the Board. The
Committee on Administrative Budget was careful to
keep administrative costs as low as possible. The Pro-
gramme Cotmmittee prepared the Executive Board’s
decisions. Success had alse been achieved by excellent
collaboration with the Department of Social Affairs,
the World Health Organizativn and the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, An-
other important factor was the collaboration of the bene-
ficlary (Governments, which submitted their own pro-
grammes to UNICEF and thus ensured that the special
conditions prevailing in each country were taken into
account, Very often international action merely provided
a lever for the programmes and after a few years the
beneficiary Governments operated the programmies on
their own. In all cases, Governments made matching
contributions, often larger than those supplied by the
Fund,

42, The Commission on Narcotic Drugs bad extended
its work from the legal to the medico-social realm. It
was methodically studying the enforcement of interna-
tiomal treaties concerning narcotic drugs. A new de-
velopment had been the 1953 optum protocol, already
ratiied by a nmumber of countries, Good progress had
been made in draiting the proposed single convention.
International enforcement was being carried on effi-
ciently by the Pemnanent Central Opium Board
and the Supervisory Tody. Progress had been made
on the coca leaf problem, thanks o the coliaboration
of the countries concerned. The Council and the Com-
mission had paid due attention to the problem of
synthetic narcotic drugs, more dangerous, because casier
to abtain, than opivn or heroin and had asked Govern-
ments to prohibit the manufacture, import and expori
of ketobemidone. His delegation favoured the estab-
lishment of a United Nations narcotics laboratory and
had co-sponsored a draft resolution {(A/C3/LA432) on
the subject.

43, The Council would be discussing in 1955 & pro-
gramme of concerted practical action in the social
field. Prevailing conditions and the many pressures
exerted within International organizations compelled
those organizations to deal with social probletns some-
what haphazatdly. Obviously, no uniform programme
of social progress throughout the world could be drawn
up, but more effort should be made to draw a clear
distinction between the respongibilitics to be assumed
by Governments, which could only be stimulated by
the United Nations, and the responsibilities normally
incumbent on the internatiomal organizations. Social
activities embraced both specific techmical activities, such
as demography, narcotic drugs and refugees, and far
more generalized and sometinies even rather vague
projects such as the improvement of living standards.
The two groups of problems arose in varying political,
economic and historical eontexts and their sclution
could be sought only empirically. The solations would
be effective to the extent that governmental action
was coherent and international assistance fexible, The
Connedl had borne those considerations in mind; the
Preliminary Report on the World Secial Situation
(E/CN.5/267 /Rev.1}'? was to be welcomed. That

% Ulnitad Nations Publications, Sales No.: 1952.IV.11.

and similar studies showed that the international
officials were well aware of the interrelation of their
efforts, while they enabled nationa! officials to obtain
a2 comparative assessment of social problems and wavs
of solving them. The publication of a situation report
and alse of a report op national and international
measures every four years would make it possible for
the reports to be examined alternately every two years,
and the competent departments of the Member States
would in the meantime have leisure thoroughiy to
study the conclusions and recommendations of the
mternational agencies concerned. The same considera-
tion justified holding meetings of the Seocal Com-
mission every two vears.

44. Iis delegation did not ovetlook the importance
of the sections in chapters IV and V of the Counal’s
report dealing with such matters as slavery and the
stalus of women: bur 3t had expressed its views
fully to the Council. The matters on which he had
dwelt showed that effective action uselul to the inter-
national commueity could be carried on in fields which
did not lend themselves to eloguent exposition.

45, Mr. LUCIO (Mexico) said that his delegation
welcomed the Council’s amendment of its resolution
496 (XVT} by resolution 511 (XVI}, with its explicit
reference to the improvement of the situation with
respect to health, education and social welfare in the
Non-Seli-Governing and Trust Territories, as that
provise dtied well with the provision in vesclation 4U5
{XVI} referring to the special attention to be given
to the under-developed arecas. Referring to the world-
wide interest in the Improvemest of Hving conditions,
he stated that the Mexican Government had recently
established rural welfare centres, well eguipped and
embracing & very wide seope of activities.

46, Tlis Govermument attached particular bnportance
to Council resolation 33 (XVIID) on UNICEF and
approved of the Fxecutive Board's policy of longer-
rangs planning set out in paragraphs 382 and 583 of the
Council’s report { A/2686). Assistance from UNICEF
would thus induce Governments to plan long-term
national programmes in addiion to the mmediate
assistance they received. The low administrative costs
of UNICEF were also te be comunended. The ex-
tension of UNTCEFR assistance to seventy-eight coun-
tries showed how wise the General Assenibly had heen
in recommending that UNICEF should be a per-
manent institution. As the world economic situation
mmproved, UNICEF would certainly recelve larger
contributions.

47. The Mexican delegation felt that the iden of the
etuforcement abroad of claims for maintenance, subjoct
to the domestic legislation of each country, warranted
support, The competent Mexdean authorities were
studying the draft conventions on the recovery abroad
af claims for mainienance and on the enforcpmont
abroad of maintenance orders recommended by the
Council in resolution 327 (XVII).

48 With regard o narcotic drugs, in the contral of
which Mexico had actively coliaborated, his delega-
tion hoped that the propesed single convention would
soon be completed,

49. The Council’'s decision to defer action on the
recommendations concerning international respect for
the right of peoples and nations to self-determination,
contrary to General Assembly resolistions 637 (VII)
and 738 (VIII}, was regrettable. Anything which re-
tarded the application of the principle of self-deter-
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mination, regardless of the technical reasions alleged
m justification, was a serious impedimeit to inter-
national peace.

50. The conference of non-governmental crganizations
interested in the eradication of prejudice and discrimi-
nation proposed in Council resolution 546 (XVIII)
would be of great value to the work of the Sub-
Commission on DPrevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities and to the Commission on
Human Rights.

51. In connexion with section XI of chapter V, of
the Council's report dealing with the status of women,
and the reference to Mexico in paragraph 797, he was

happy to report that in the only federal election
held since the enactment of the legislative reform
granting women full political rights, a woman had
been elected deputy to the Federal Congress. Many
more would prohably be elected at the forthcoming
federal and local elections.

52. The CHAIRMAN suggested that the list of
speakers should be closed, and the time limit for the
submission of draft resolutions be set, at 1 p.m. on
Monday, 22 November 1954,

It was so agreed,

The mweeting rose at 1.5 p.m,

Printed in U.S.A.

S—42051—December 1954—1,850





