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ANNEX

Press comnuniqu6 dated 10 July 1985

Staternent by the Minister for Foreign Affairs
and WorshiP of Arqentina

hthat separates the Argentine Republic from the United Kingdom is the guestion
of sovereiqnty over the Malvinas, South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands.

This is the basic problem; if it did not exist, neither would there exist
dif f ieulties with respect to trade, economic and diplomatic relati-ons.

This is not to say that the transfer of, sovereignty is essential in order to
bring about the resumption of trade and diplomatic relations. It merely means that
such resumption would have solid foundations once the matter which separates tbe
two nations ceases to be iqnored by one of thern.

The Secretary-General of the United Nations upheld this view in his report to
the General Assembly at the thirty-ninth session by stating: "Such neasures could
conceivably, in my view, facilitate addressing the issue that lies at the core of
their current estrangement, in order to achieve a lasting solution of the problem"-

The United Kingdom Government is quite correct in its observation that hte must
advance step by step in order to rebuild nutual trust and solve all our problems.
That is a realistic and appropriate position. What is not realistic is the attempt
to advance step by steo in secondary natters, brushinq aside all treatment of the
fundamental discrepancv.

fn this regard, the Argentine Government has taken note of the United Kinqdom
Governmentts decision to terminate the ban imposed on imports from Argentina
in 1982. According to the official announcement, this measure reflects the United
Kingdorn's desire to improve relations with Argentina.

This is a positive developnenti it is to be appreciated at its true worth and
welcomed, and it betokens the prestige achieved by the Argentine democracy in the
internat ional communitv.

As the United Kingdom communisu6 states, it is of benefit to the parties that
trade between the two nations should flourish. But there can be no doubt that for
trade to flourish it is necessary to have stable political eonditions and mutual
trust. Firstly, a stable relationship reguires that the central issue separating
our two nations should not be ignored; secondly, nutual trust requires the
elirnination of threats to the security of the Argentine Republic of any type, such
as the threat presented b1r the excessive and disproportionate militarization of the
fslands, and the maintenance of the so-called protection zone.

Accordingly, although qre are today witnessing a genuinely rnore flexible
British Dolicy, we have to seek prompt and realistic responses to all the other



guestions that need to be consideredr because
the practical questions of i.nterest to United
and that evervthing else was being iqnored.
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otherwise we would discover that only
Kinqdom policy were being dealt with

we stress that the discussion on sovereignty is a specific question
par excellence_, since on it the rest depends and without it, after all, those
so-called practical questions would become illusions.

Hence it has been the policy of the Argentine Republic' upheld by numerous
decisions of the United Nations and other nultil.ateral forums' to maintain that the
problem of sovereionty must necessarily be included in any type of negotiation
undertaken with the United Kinqdom.

Not only is this a legitimate demand, it is also a realistic appraisal of the
situationi it certainly does not signify a specific position in the agenda of the
negotiations or a predetermined date for the solution of all the issues.

The Argentine Government hopes that the United Kingdomrs lifting of the ban on
imports constitutes the profound expression of a neqotiating spirit, and it is to
confirm this that it is proposing to the united Kingdom Government sone important
steps forward.

Accordinqly, it invites the United Kingdom Government to initiate neqotiations
in the course of the next 60 days, and to tbis end it is prepared to embark on the
necessary preparations forthwith, either through the mission of good offices
entrusted by the General Assembly to the Secretary-General of the United Nations
or, if preferred, through friendlv Powers that represent tbe respective interests.

The Argentine Government has not deemed it necessary to make a formal
declaration of cessation of hostilities, the de facto existence of which has been
recognized in various resol-utions of the United Nations. However, if this matter
is viewed by the United Kingdom Government as the renaining obstacle to the
inj.tiation of negotiations, the Argentine Governrnent would be preDared to make the
declaration as soon as the United Kingdom Government agrees to initiate tbe general
negotiations repeatedly reeommended by the international comrnunity.

The Argentine Governnent, in its desire to strengthen peace throuqh the
diplomatic channel, trusts that it will receive a prompt antl favourable response to
this proposal.




