
UNITED 
NATIONS 

Economic and Social 
Council 

Distr. 
GENERAL 

E/CN.4/1990/SR.31 
26 February 1990 

Original: ENGLISH 

CCMIISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

Forty-sixth session 

SUraiARY RECORD OF THE 31st MEETING 

Held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, 
on Tuesday, 20 February 1990, at 10 a.m. 

Chairman; Mrs. QUISUMBING (Philippines) 

later: Ms. SINEGIORGIS (Ethiopia) 

Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in any part 
of the world, with particular reference to colonial and other dependent 
countries and territories, including: 

(a) Question of human rights in Cjrprus 

This record is subject to correction. 

Corrections should b« sulnaitted in one of the working langtiages. They 
should be set forth in a •enoruidiss and also incorporated in a copy of the 
record. They should be sent w i t h i n ОПШ Wtik o f tha datf l QS I h i l d o c u M O t to 
the O f f i c i a l Records Editing Section, rooo В.4>10в, Palais das Nations, Geneva. 

^ y corrections to the records of the pi^Hc meetings of the Coasilsslon 
at this session will be consolidated in a single corrigenduai, to b« Issusd 
shortly after the end of the session. 

Mr. DITCHEV (Bulgaria) 

CONTENTS 

GE.90-10830/15728 



E/CN.4/1990/SR.31 
page 2 

The meeting was c a l l e d to order at 10.40 a.m. 

QUESTION OF THE VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS IN ANY PART 
OF THE WORLD, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO COLONIAL AND OTHER DEPENDENT 
COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES, INCLUDING: 

(a) QUESTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CYPRUS 

(agenda item 12) (E/CN.4/1990/5, 21, 22 and Add.l, 25-28, 51, 52, 55, 57, 
60-63, 69 and 70; E/CN.4/1990/NGO/1, 3, 9, 10, 15, 19, 23-27, 31, 32, 34, 35, 
40 and 53-55; A/44/526, 573, 620, 622, 635, 669 and 671) 

Report by the Commission's Special Rapporteur on the s i t u a t i o n nf 1̂v̂ я̂n r i g h t s 
i n Afghanistan (E/CN.4/1990/25) 

1. Mr^ ERMACORA (Special Rapporteur on the s i t u a t i o n of hxuaan r i g h t s i n 
Afghanistan), introducing h i s report, which supplemented the i n t e r i m report he 
had submitted to the General Assembly i n November 1989, s a i d i t contained 
information c o l l e c t e d during h i s recent v i s i t to Pakistan and Afghanistan i n 
January 1990. I t was the s i x t h such report that he had submitted to the 
Commission on Himian Rights. 

2. In keeping with h i s usual approach, he had paid two v i s i t s to the area, 
the f i r s t i n September 1989 to Pakistan and Afghanistan and i n October 1989 to 
the Islamic Repvdblic of Iran. The findings were r e f l e c t e d i n h i s interim 
report to the General Assembly (A/44/669). He had then v i s i t e d Pakistan and 
Afghanistem again i n January 1990 i n order to gather updated information f o r 
the report c u r r e n t l y before the Commission (E/CN.4/1990/25). The report 
r e f l e c t e d h i s own personal views, of course, but he had endeavoured to inform 
the Commission as i m p a r t i a l l y and o b j e c t i v e l y as p o s s i b l e . 

3. He expressed h i s gratitude f o r the f u l l co-operation he had received 
during the two v i s i t s from the Governments of Afghanistan, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and Pakistan, and he a l s o thanked the United Nations High 
Commissioner f o r Refugees (UNHCR), the O f f i c e of the Co-ordinator f o r 
United Nations Humanitarian and Economic Assistance Programmes r e l a t i n g to 
Afghanistan and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) f o r t h e i r 
assistance. 

4. The hope t h a t , once Soviet troops had been withdrawn, s t a b i l i t y would 
return to the region had not been f u l f i l l e d , and peace i n Afghanistan had not 
been restored. On the contrary, the armed c o n f l i c t had i n t e n s i f i e d , causing 
the death of many civilians. Despite the p o l i t i c a l and humanitarian e f f o r t s 
of the United Nations, a number of Governments and non-govenunental 
organisations, human rights continued to be v i o l a t e d . The reasons were 
primarily o£ a political nature, the p o l i t i c a l situation having reached a 
deadlock. On the one hand, there was a Government trying to maintain i t s hold 
on power by any aeana and* on the other, opposition forces that were striving 
to overthrow that Government. 

5. Tbs refuges situation in Afghanistan continued to bs an tnoraoM humui 
rights problsm. He aclmowlsâtsd the efforts of the Govemment of Afghanistan 
to facilitât* the return of the refugees. Msny f a c i l i t i e s had besn made 
available* and a large proportion of the budget had been set asids for the 
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purpose. However, even assuming that 250,000 refugees had returned to their 
homes, there were s t i l l more than 5 million abroad. Of particular note was 
the large number of children, currently estimated at 400,000, who had been 
bom while their parents were living in exile outside Afghanistan. 

6. The conditions under which the refugees lived were far from satisfactory, 
and many economic, social and educational problems had arisen over the years. 
In particul|r, following the withdrawal of the Soviet troops, international 
assistance had begun to decrease. That had had an adverse effect on the daily 
l i f e of the refugees. He repeated the appeal made in previous reports not to 
stop international aid. 

7. As mentioned in the report (para. 19), he had been informed that the 
Islamic Republic of Iran had submitted a plan to the Parliament to assemble 
a l l Afghan refugees in camps along the Afghan border, but he had subsequently 
been informed by the Iranian authorities that the plan had not been approved. 
While i t was certainly necessary to register refugees, i t was essential to 
uphold the spirit of the right of asylum and to respect the Convention 
relating to the Status of Refugees. 

8. The human rights situation in Afghanistan was s t i l l governed by the 
exceptional circumstances. Althoiigh the state of emergency proclaimed in 1989 
had not had any particular effect on human rights, the Government was not very 
liberal in i t s dealings with political opponents, even i f i t did not use 
force. In that connection, he had been informed that, in October 1989, the 
authority of the National Assembly as enshrined in article 81 (1) of the 
Constitution which had been delegated to the Council of Ministers under the 
state of emergency had, by presidential decree, been transferred back to the 
National Assembly, which had, in fact, continued to be active throughout the 
state of emergency. As a consequence, restrictions on human rights could be 
imposed only by law. 

9. Since the beginning of the national reconciliation process, 17,000 
prisoners had been released trader various asnesty decrees. During that same 
period, the number of pol i t i c a l prisoners had been estimated at about 3,000. 
A broad interpretation was given to "crines against State security", which 
formed the legal grounds for the arrest and conviction of persons charged with 
political offences. It was moat regrettable that some well-kaown 
intellectuals had fallen victim to that interpretation. The ICRC had visited 
convicted prisoners in Kabul and in the provinces, but that had not included 
detainees awaiting t r i a l . Since the latter were the most vulnerable, that was 
a situation which required particular attention. 

10. Th* human rights situation was adversely affected by the armed conflict, 
which continued in many areas of the country. Vlllagea and cities were the 
target of aerial bombing and rocket attacks by both sides, and many regions 
remained battlefields or no man's land. In particular, the conflict had 
caused suffering to the woundad, who ware to be found in hospitals in 
Afghuistra and Fakiatan. Hie fighting had bean accoapaniad by a disregard 
for humanitarian law, and a l l parties to the conflict must ba compallad to 
respect miniaum atandarda in that area. Ilia oppoaitimi forcaa ware not «tampt 
fr«B hustfnitarlan obligationa. 
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11. The vise of bombs and rockets against c i v i l i a n s was c e r t a i n l y a form of 
warfare that was not permitted under humanitarian law. I t was h i s impression 
that rockets f i r e d by opposition forces struck the c i v i l i a n population more 
often than m i l i t a r y targets. Newly a r r i v e d refugees i n Pakistan had expressed 
t h e i r anxiety about such attacks. 

12. Disregard f o r himanitarian law was, unfortunately, a feature of warfare. 
Whereas h i s e a r l i e i reports had contained i n d i c a t i o n s of v i o l a t i o n s of 
humanitarian law by the occupation forces, he was c u r r e n t l y r e c e i v i n g reports 
of a t r o c i t i e s committed by the combatants of the opposition movements. 

13. Uncertainty a l s o p e r s i s t e d concerning the f a t e of the Afghan and Soviet 
prisoners held by opposition f o r c e s , which refused to submit to inspection by 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l organizations. Inspection of prisons or detention camps was 
mandatory. I m p a r t i a l i t y towards prisoners of both sides was a hiimanitarian 
imperative. 

14. Many refugees had not returned home because of t h e i r fear of minefields. 
New mines were c l e a r l y being l a i d by both s i d e s , and although the Government 
of Afghanistan seemed w i l l i n g to contribute to a s o l u t i o n of that problem by 
providing the United Nations with m i n e f i e l d maps, i t d i d not appear that the 
opposition movements possessed any such maps. As long as that problem 
remained tmresolved and the c o n f l i c t continued, i t would be d i f f i c u l t to 
reconstruct the country. 

15. On the basis of conversations he had held w i t h many p o l i t i c a l f igures 
i n s i d e and outside Afghanistan, he had concluded that a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n to 
the c o n f l i c t was part and parcel of the process of self-determination. Inside 
Afghanistan, a Society f o r National Salvation had been formed, comprising 
persons who were not members of the s i n g l e o f f i c i a l party. They had r i g h t l y 
stated that the c r e a t i o n of an atmosphere of dialogue was of the utmost 
importance. With the help of the United Nations machinery, a dialogue without 
pre-conditions could and must be i n i t i a t e d on b r i n g i n g about a peaceful 
s o l u t i o n . 

16. I f h i s mandate were renewed, he hoped that, by i t s conclusion, he would 
be able to rec(»nnend that the Commission accept a f i n a l report on the 
s i t u a t i o n of human r i g h t s i n Afghanistan at i t s forty-seventh session. 

17. Mr. MARKIDES (Cyprus) s a i d t h a t , f o r more than 15 years, the Republic of 
Cyprus and i t s people had been s u f f e r i n g i n a s i t u a t i o n that constituted a 
grave breach of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law as w e l l as a v i o l a t i o n of a l l e x i s t i n g codes 
and conventions f o r the respect of htanan r i g h t s , i n c l u d i n g both of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Rights and the European Convention on Human 
Rights. That state of a f f a i r s was the r e s u l t of the m i l i t a r y invasion of the 
Republic of Cyprus by Turkey i n 1974 and the seisure by force and occupation 
of almost 40 per cent of the Republic's t e r r i t o r y by Turkish armed force s , 
t e r r i t o r y that was s t i l l occupied by Turkey. 

18. As a conaaquance, a v i r t u a l l y impermeable m i l i t a r y l i n e a r t i f i c i a l l y 
d i v i d i n g Cyprus i n tm», segregated the i s l m d ' s Greek-Cyprlot comunlty -
82 par cant of the population - from the T^rkish-Cypriot c<»niunity, the 
remaining 18 par cant, the two communities that had l i v e d intermingled before 
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the 1974 invasion. Forced to f l e e from t h e i r homes and abandon t h e i r 
belongings i n 1974, the Greek Cypriote were prevented from returning. In the 
occupied t e r r i t o r y , there had been a concerted e f f o r t to change the 
demographic balance, w i t h a large-scale transfer of s e t t l e r s from Turkey. 
C u l t u r a l and r e l i g i o u s monuments had been extensively p i l l a g e d and desecrated. 

19. Turkey continued to refuse to remove i t s troops from Cyprus, despite the 
many resolutions by the Security Council and the General Assembly, the Council 
of Europe, the non-aligned movement and the Commonwealth. S i m i l a r l y , the 
r u l i n g s of the European Commission of Human Rights that Turkey had v i o l a t e d 
fundamental a r t i c l e s of the European Convention on Human Rights, both during 
and a f t e r the 1974 Invasion, had f a l l e n on deaf ears. Turkey had also f a i l e d 
to comply with the res o l u t i o n s of the United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights and other relevant r e s o l u t i o n s . 

20. His Govemment was doing i t s utmost to put an end to that unacceptable 
s i t u a t i o n and to promote a peaceful and j u s t settlement. To that end, i t 
f u l l y supported the good-offices mission of the Secretary-General aimed at 
f i n d i n g a v i a b l e and l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n that would safeguard the independence, 
sovereignty, t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y , u n i t y and non-alignment of the Republic of 
Cyprus and protect the human r i g h t s of a l l Cypriots. The renewed e f f o r t of 
the Secretary-General was faced with d i f f i c u l t i e s , however, the other side 
having refused to accept even minimum standards of human r i g h t s . 

21. The Secretary-General had c a l l e d a further meeting i n New York to discuss 
the completion of a d r a f t o u t l i n e agreement on a f e d e r a l Cyprus settlement. 
Such an agreement was already long overdue, the two sides having agreed to 
move ahead with the completion of a dr a f t i n June 1989. To a s s i s t them, the 
Secretary-General had put forward a set of non-binding ideas. Unfortunately, 
the Turkish side had promptly rejected those ideas and interrupted the t a l k s . 
His side had promptly accepted the Secretary-General's l a t e s t I n v i t a t i o n , and 
i t was to be hoped that the Turkish s i d e , which was reported to have 
u l t i m a t e l y accepted the i n v i t a t i o n , would adopt a more f l e x i b l e and 
c o n c i l i a t o r y a t t i t u d e at the t a l k s . Much would depend on the stand of the 
Turkish Govemment, which had so f a r supported the p o s i t i o n s of the 
Turkish-Cypriot s i d e . 

22. The Commission should continue to concern i t s e l f with the r e s t o r a t i o n and 
respect of the r i g h t s and freedoms of the people of Cyprus as a whole, which 
was a p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r any s o l u t i o n to the Cyprus problem. 

23. Grave v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s persisted i n Cyprus. The most alarming 
aspect was the systematic c o l o n i s a t i o n of the occupied part of Cyprus by the 
massive implantation of thousands of i l l e g a l s e t t l e r s t r a nsferred from Turkey 
with the aim of con s o l i d a t i n g the status quo and modifying the demographic 
stru c t u r e of Cyprus. I r o n i c a l l y , according to the s o - c a l l e d " c o n s t i t u t i o n " of 
the occupied t e r r i t o r y , the s e t t l e r s might become " c i t i s e n s " , whereas the 
Greek-Cypriot refilées who had been f o r c i b l y expelled ttom the occupied 
t e r r i t o r y were refe r r e d to as " a l i e n s " . 

24. The s s t t l e r s i n the occupied part of Cyprus togsther with the i ^ i r k l s h 
amy of 35,000 e u r r m t l y outntodssred the Turklsh-Gypriot comunity, which had 
been reduced to 80,000 as against nore than 120,000 In 1974. The Turkish 
Cypriots were being gradually forced to leave t h e i r country because of 
increasing wsoiployment and oppression by the Anatolian s e t t l e r s . 
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25. Another reason f o r the transfer of s e t t l e r s to Cyprus was that Turkey d i d 
not t r u s t the Turkish Cypriots and was therefore attempting to d i s t o r t the 
expression of t h e i r w i l l : i t had been revealed only a few days previously by 
the Turkish-Cypriot press that s e t t l e r s had s e c r e t l y been increased i n 
numbers, to 80,000, so that they could change the outcome of the pending 
" e l e c t i o n s " . Turkish-Cypriot resistance to the s e t t l e r s had been mounting. 

26. The attempt to modify the demographic structure of the occupied part of 
Turkey had been c r i t i c i z e d by the Secretary-General, who had warned i n one of 
his recent reports to the Security Council that such a c t i o n could prejudice 
e f f o r t s to help the p a r t i e s negotiate an o v e r a l l s o l u t i o n ; i t had also been 
condemned by the Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries meeting 
at Belgrade i n September 1989 and by the Commonwealth summit at Kuala Lumpur 
i n October 1989. 

27. Another t r a g i c aspect of the continuing v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n 
Cyprus was the case of enclavad persons who were being gradually forced to 
leave t h e i r homes, t h e i r number having decreased to 639 as opposed to the 
22,000 who had remained a f t e r the massive forced expulsion of almost 200,000 
Greek Cypriots i n 1974. 

28. A l l Greek-Cypriot refugees had been deprived of t h e i r homes, t h e i r 
belongings, t h e i r savings and t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d s . Houses and business premises 
belonging to Greek Cypriots had been looted on an organized b a s i s . As of 
l a t e , the occupying Power had even begun i l l e g a l l y to d i s t r i b u t e t i t l e s to 
properties belonging to Greek Cypriots to persons other than t h e i r lawful 
owners. 

29. One of the most t r a g i c aspects of the continuing v i o l a t i o n s of human 
r i g h t s i n Cyprus was the question of missing persons, which had not been dealt 
with i n a s a t i s f a c t o r y manner. His Govenunent continued to press f o r 
e f f e c t i v e functioning of the Committee on Missing Persons i n Cyprus (CMP) and 
would continue to co-operate with i t i n the hope of s o l v i n g that purely 
humanitarian issue as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

30. A s o l u t i o n to the Cyprus problem was f e a s i b l e , but the Turkish side must 
accept basic human r i g h t s and democratic r u l e . At a time when Europe was 
making rapid s t r i d e s towards i n t e g r a t i o n and confrontation the world over was 
g i v i n g way to c o n c i l i a t i o n , i t was t r a g i c that, i n Cyprus, people should be 
dispossessed of t h e i r property and face b a r r i e r s to t h e i r freedom of movement 
under a system of ethnic d i s c r i m i n a t i o n imposed and maintained by armed force. 

31. A v i a b l e and j u s t Cyprus settlement could not be based on a system of 
apartheid, under which Cypriote were f o r c i b l y segregated on the grounds that 
Muslims and C h r i s t i M i s , or people of Turkish o r i g i n and of Greek o r i g i n , could 
not l i v e together. Such segregation contradicted Turkey's own p o l i c y of 
seeking membership of апЛ i n t e g r a t i o n with the European Connunity. 

32. Peace and s t a b i l i t y c a l l e d f o r a federal settl«Mnt based on a philosophy 
of u n i t y , not d i v i s i o n . B i s delegation was conmitted to a united, federal 
Cyprus republic c o n s i s t i n g of two provinces, one to be administered by the 
Turkish-Cypriot community and the other by the Graak-Cypriot community, free 
of foreign troops and s e t t l e r s and protected against w i l a t e r a l Intervention. 
Such a Republic must guarantee f u l l respect for human r i g h t s and the s e c u r i t y 
of a l l C y p r i o t s , regardless of et l u i i c o r i g i n or creed. 
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33. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l commtjnity had r i g h t l y declared that the status quo 
could not be a s o l u t i o n to the Cyprus problem, because i t was not only unjust 
and v i o l a t e d himan r i g h t s , but was also dangerous f o r the people of Cyprus and 
the s t a b i l i t y of the region. 

34. united Nations resolutions on Cyprus, p a r t i c u l a r l y Security Council 
r e s o l u t i o n s 541 (1983) and 550 (1984) condemning the purported secession of 
the occupied t e r r i t o r y of Cyprus and demanding i t s r e v e r s a l , as w e l l as the 
resol u t i o n s of the Commission i t s e l f must be f u l l y implemented i f the Cyprus 
problem was to be s e t t l e d . 

35. Ms. Sinegiorgis (Ethiopia) took the Chair. 

36. Mr. ROA KOURI (Cuba) sa i d that the Commission had, f o r the past 14 years, 
been considering the question of human r i g h t s i n Cyprus, thus r e f l e c t i n g not 
only the world community's constant concern i n that regard but al s o the extent 
to which there was a causal r e l a t i o n s h i p between the use of force i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s and mass v i o l a t i o n s of basic human r i g h t s , the 
constant human r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n Cyprus being a n a t u r a l outcome of the 
continued foreign m i l i t a r y presence. 

37. His delegation had made c l e a r , i n many i n t e r n a t i o n a l forums, i t s 
Government's view that the r e s t o r a t i o n of the himian r i g h t s and fundamental 
freedoms of the e n t i r e Cypriot population was an i n t e g r a l part of any global 
s o l u t i o n . Such a s o l u t i o n could only be a negotiated one, based on the tenets 
of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, the withdrawal of foreign m i l i t a r y forces and 
recognition of the two communities' respective r i g h t s . 

38. Two e s p e c i a l l y alarming features of the current s i t u a t i o n , both l i n k e d to 
the f o r e i g n m i l i t a r y presence, were the introduction of for e i g n s e t t l e r s and 
the d e n i a l of the r i g h t of a l l Cypriots to t r a v e l f r e e l y i n t h e i r country. 
Likewise d i s t r e s s i n g was the continued uncertainty about the fate of the many 
missing persons. 

39. The Heads of State or Govemment of Non-Aligned Countries, at t h e i r 
Ninth Conference, had c a l l e d f o r the immediate withdrawal of a l l occupation 
forces and recent s e t t l e r s , the voluntary return of refugees to t h e i r homes, 
prompt t r a c i n g of a l l missing persons and respect f o r the human r i g h t s and 
fundamental freedoms of a l l Cypriots. His delegation endorsed that c a l l and 
rejected the secession of the t e r r i t o r i e s c u r r e n t l y under foreign c o n t r o l . I t 
hoped that the Secretary-General would pursue h i s good-offices mission and 
continue to c a l l on a l l i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s to co-operate i n seeking a s o l u t i o n 
based on the independence, sovereignty, t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y and non-aligned 
status of the Republic of Cyprus. 

40. Mr. SHAHMA (India) s a i d that the p a r t i t i o n of any country was a tragedy. 
For many years, Cypriots had suffered from being made refugees i n t h e i r own 
land. His Govemment f u l l y supported the u n i t y , independence, t e r r i t o r i a l 
i n t e g r i t y and non-aligned status of Cyprus, w d stood f i r m l y f o r the 
re s t o r a t i o n êad safeguarding of the Ьшвап r i g h t s of a l l C y p r i o t s . As could be 
seen from the 8*cretary-<;eneral's report (Е/Ш.4/1990/г1), the condition of 
the Cypriot people had not chmged fo r the b e t t e r . Some progress had been 
made as a r e s u l t of the resumed intereoanunal dialogue, i n that both sides had 
tabled c e r t a i n proposalst h i s delegation s i n c e r e l y hoped that the forthc«»ing 
t a l k s would be n e f i t from the statesamiship Mid good w i l l that had mad* the 
d l a l o f u * possible i n the f i r s t place. 
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41. The Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, at t h e i r most 
recent Conference, had i n t e r a l i a extended f u l l support to the 
Secretary-General's e f f o r t s and had appealed to a l l p a r t i e s to co-operate 
f u l l y with him; they had also c a l l e d f o r an immediate withdrawal of occupation 
forces and s e t t l e r s , the voluntary return of refugees and respect f o r a l l 
Cypriots' human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms. 

42. The human r i g h t s problem i n Cyprus could be resolved only on the basis of 
the country's u n i t y , sovereignty and independence. His Government supported 
the continuation of the Secretary-General's good-offices mission, which i t 
hoped would speedily bear f r u i t . 

43. Mrs. EKONG (Nigeria) s a i d that recent p o s i t i v e developments i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c s , r e s u l t i n g i n the m i t i g a t i o n of c r i s i s and c o n f l i c t , 
were propitious f o r renewed e f f o r t s to solve the Cyprus problem. To that task 
her delegation attached p a r t i c u l a r importance, since N i g e r i a shared with 
Cyprus membership of both the Commission and the non-aligned movement. 
Moreover, her Government continued to work, i n the context of the Commonwealth 
Actio n Group on Cyprus, i n support of the Secretary-General's e f f o r t s towards 
a peaceful s o l u t i o n . 

44. Her delegation welcomed the discussion between the Secretary-General and 
the two community leaders (E/CN.4/1990/21, para. 4 ) , and hoped that the 
disappointing i n t e r r u p t i o n of the t a l k s was temporary only. Sustained and 
su b s t a n t i a l intercommunal dialogue, guided by good w i l l and good f a i t h , was 
needed f o r a j u s t and peaceful s o l u t i o n . 

45. Her delegation f u l l y agreed with the Secretary-General that a basis f o r 
e f f e c t i v e negotiations d i d e x i s t , given good w i l l and recognition that a 
v i a b l e s o l u t i o n must s a t i s f y both communities' l e g i t i m a t e i n t e r e s t s ; i t f u l l y 
supported h i s e f f o r t s to that end, and c a l l e d on a l l Member States to 
co-operate with him. It a l s o c a l l e d f o r f u l l implementation of 
Securit y Council r e s o l u t i o n s 541 (1983) and 550 (1984) and urged the 
f i v e permanent members of the Security Council to redouble t h e i r e f f o r t s . 

46. There were several c r i t i c a l l y important requirements: continued t r u s t by 
a l l p a r t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y those d i r e c t e d l y involved, i n the Secretary-General's 
mediatory r o l e ; unswerving commitment to a negotiated s o l u t i o n ; the speedy 
withdrawal of a l l foreign forces and s e t t l e r s , the return of refugees and the 
tr a c i n g of and accounting f o r missing persons; and f u l l respect f o r a l l 
Cypriote' human r i g h t s . 

47. Attonpts to s e t t l e any part of Varosha by people other than i t s 
I n h a b i t M t s , or to a l t e r the country's demographic s t r u c t u r e , were i l l e g a l and 
would retard the peace process. 

48. Her delegation commended the work of UNFICYP, i n c l u d i n g i t s humanitarian 
r o l e i n f o s t e r i n g contacts among separated f a m i l i e s as w e l l as i t s support for 
the Secretary-General's good-offices mission, 

49. The Commission should continue to accord maximvn p r i o r i t y to the Cyprus 
question, e s p e c i a l l y during the current auspicious period i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
a f f a i r s , nie thiited Nations mediatory r o l e was a c r u c i a l one, and It was 
e s s e n t i a l that both sides to the c o n f l i c t should êhom v i s i o n , stateMRanshlp, 
courage and accommodation. Bar Government would support the peace process i n 
any poasible way. 
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50. Mr. ANDREEV (Bulgaria) said that his Govemment had always supported the 
Cypriot people's le g i t i m a t e e f f o r t s to safeguard the sovereignty, 
independence, t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y , unity and non-aligned status of t h e i r 
coimtry. I t supported the Secretary-General's good-offices mission; at the 
same time, i t remained gravely concerned about the presence of foreign troops 
i n and the continuing i n f l u x of s e t t l e r s i n t o the i s l a n d , the lack of respect 
f o r the country's c u l t u r a l heritage, the v i o l a t i o n of the human r i g h t s of the 
Cypriots i n the occupied t e r r i t o r y and the fate of the missing persons. 

51. The withdrawal, as a matter of urgency, of the occupation troops was a 
p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r the Cypriot people's enjosraient of human r i g h t s . The improved 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l climate provided an opportunity f o r renewed e f f o r t s and hope for 
a v i a b l e and l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n to the problem, based on the relevant 
United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s . To that end, the Soviet Union's i n i t i a t i v e on the 
convening of an i n t e r n a t i o n a l conference was more v a l i d than ever and h i s 
delegation hoped that the idea would receive growing support. 

52. Mr. JAZIC (Yugoslavia) s a i d he r e i t e r a t e d h i s Government's f u l l support, 
voiced also by the Heads of State or Govemment of Non-Aligned Countries at 
t h e i r Ninth Conference, f o r the independence, sovereignty, vmity, t e r r i t o r i a l 
i n t e g r i t y and non-aligned status of the Republic of Cyprus. At that 
Conference the Heads of State or Govemment had welcomed the meetings between 
the President of the Republic of Cyprus and the leader of the Turkish Cypriot 
community, s t r e s s i n g the need f o r intercommunal t a l k s as the only means of 
achieving a j u s t s o l u t i o n by peaceful means, and had expressed regret at the 
lack of progress towards a d r a f t agreement. 

53. The human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Cyprus had not improved over the past year, 
despite a b e t t e r i n t e m a t i o n a l climate i n general. I t was to be hoped, 
however, that a j u s t , p r a c t i c a l s o l u t i o n , i n v o l v i n g the withdrawal of a l l 
occupation forces and s e t t l e r s , the voluntary return of refugees, the repeal 
of a l l u n i l a t e r a l s e p a r a t i s t a c t i o n s , r e s t r a i n t from e f f o r t s to change the 
country's demographic s t r u c t u r e , and respect f o r a l l Cypriots' human r i g h t s 
and fundamental freedoms, would eventually be reached. The non-aligned 
countries' Contact Group on Cyprus would a c t i v e l y support the 
Secretary-General's e f f o r t s and the intercommunal t a l k s ; and the Commission 
should i n s i s t on the implementation of i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1987/50. 

54. Mr. RASAPUTRAM ( S r i Lanka) s a i d that, although many years had elapsed 
without any permanent s o l u t i o n being found f o r the question of Cyprus, the 
current improved i n t e m a t i o n a l climate appeared conducive to renewed e f f o r t s . 
His delegation p a r t i c u l a r l y welcomed the recent meeting between the two 
community leaders; sustained and s u b s t a n t i a l dialogue was the best way to 
reach a Just s o l u t i o n by peaceful means. At the heart of the problem was the 
continued presence i n Cyprus of foreign forces, despite requests by the 
United Nations, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n Security Council r e s o l u t i o n s 541 (1983) and 
550 (1984), and recent declarations by the non-aligned movement and the 
Commonwealth. The demographic imbalance being caused by the i n f l u x of 
s e t t l e r s was a further c»фlication. 

55. It was e s s e n t i a l that the persons displaced as a r e s u l t of the coimtry's 
d i v i s i o n should be alloiwd to return home i n s a f e t y ; i t was a l s o important to 
account for persons missing ss a r e s u l t of the ethnic d i s l o c a t i o n s . His 
delegation called f o r the r e s t o r a t i o n and respect of a l l Cypriote' human r i g h t s 
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and fundamental freedoms, i n c l u d i i i g freedom of raovetiient and settlement. I t 
urged f u l l implementation of the relevant Assembly, Security Council and 
Commission re s o l u t i o n s . I t supported the Secretary-Qeneral's good-offices 
mission and urged a l l p a r t i e s involved to co-operate with him c o n s t r u c t i v e l y . 

56. Mr. KOUTCHINSKI (Ukrainian Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republic) s a i d that, 
unfortimately the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n Cyprus had not changed 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y and remained ims a t i s f a c t o r y . He r e c a l l e d that, i n i t s most 
recent r e s o l u t i o n on the subject (1987/50), the Commission had r e i t e r a t e d i t s 
previous c a l l s f o r the f u l l r e s t o r a t i o n of a l l human r i g h t s to the population 
of Cyprus, i n p a r t i c u l a r to the refugees. The Commission had described as 
i l l e g a l any attempts to s e t t l e any part of Varosha by people other than i t s 
inhabitants. I t had also c a l l e d f o r the t r a c i n g of and accoimting f o r missing 
persons i n Cyprus without any further delay and f o r the r e s t o r a t i o n and 
respect of the human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms of a l l C y p r i o t s , 
i n c l u d i n g freedom of movement, freedom of settlement and the r i g h t to 
property. A l l those v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s were the r e s u l t of 
interference by external forces i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of Cyprus. 

57. In h i s delegation's view, the f u l l r e s t o r a t i o n of human r i g h t s i n Cyprus 
was possible only through the settlement of a l l aspects of the Cypriot problem 
by p o l i t i c a l , l e g a l and humemitarian means. 

58. Whatever means of peaceful settlement were chosen, the most e f f e c t i v e 
guarantees of ensuring human r i g h t s and the r e s t o r a t i o n of s t a b i l i t y i n that 
part of the world must be the fol l o w i n g measures. F i r s t , general recognition 
of the status of the Republic of Cyprus as a s i n g l e non-aligned State, the 
sovereignty of which extended to i t s e n t i r e t e r r i t o r y . Secondly, r e j e c t i o n of 
any outside interference and any attempts to s p l i t the Republic of Cyprus i n 
any form whatever. T h i r d l y , withdrawal of a l l f o r e i g n troops from the 
t e r r i t o r y of the Republic. Fourthly, d e m i l i t a r i z a t i o n of the isla'nd with the 
consent of the legitimate Government of the Republic of Cyprus. L a s t l y , the 
main condition f o r resolving the problem of Cyprus and ensuring f u l l y the 
human r i g h t s of the people of that country was that a l l questions concerning 
the i n t e r n a l structure of the Government of Cyprus should be resolved by the 
Cypriots themselves. 

59. His delegation welcomed the e f f o r t s being made to develop a dialogue 
between the p a r t i e s concerned, i n p a r t i c u l a r the two communities l i v i n g on the 
i s l a n d . In August 1988, the leaders of the Greek and Turkish communities had 
accepted the good o f f i c e s of the Secretary-General and entered i n t o 
intercommunal t a l k s , a process which should not be discontinued. 

60. An important f a c t o r f o r a d e f i n i t i v e settlement of the problem of Cyprus 
might be a conference held under the auspices of the United Nationj at which 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l guarantees could be worked out to protect the Republic of Cyprus 
frcMD any external interference and ensure the f u l l r e s t o r a t i o n and protection 
of the human r i g h t s of the Cypriot population. 

61. His delegation was i n favour of broad and constructive co-operation 
between a l l m«d>ers of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community with a view to 
extinguishing by p o l i t i c a l me«is hotbeds of tension and c o n f l i c t on a just and 
durdïla b a s i s . A l l States - large and amall - and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o r g m i s a t i o n s , f i r s t and fo r e m s t the United Nations, could make an important 
c o n t r i b u t i o n to that noble cause. 



E/CN.A/1990/SR.31 
page 11 

62. Mr. BEZABIH (Ethiopia) s a i d that, despite the encouraging i n t e m a t i o n a l 
climate, a ntmiber of serious problems i n the world s t i l l remained unresolved. 
The problem of Cyprus was one such. The question had been discussed w i t h i n 
the united Nations f o r over a quarter of a century and the Organization had 
adopted a nimiber of decisions and resolutions unequivocally supporting the 
sovereignty, independence and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y of Cyprus. Those 
decisions had repeatedly reaffirmed the urgent need to s e t t l e the question of 
Cyprus by peaceful means i n accordance with the Charter and relevant 
resolutions of the General Assembly and Security Council. 

63. The United Nations p o s i t i o n on the question of Cyprus enjoyed widespread 
i n t e m a t i o n a l support. The dec l a r a t i o n adopted at the summit meeting of 
Non-Aligned Countries a t Belgrade i n September 1989 c a l l e d f o r a j u s t and 
peaceful s o l u t i o n to the problem based on the p r i n c i p l e s of the Charter and 
the various United Nations r e s o l u t i o n s . I t had a l s o supported the c a l l 
r e i t e r a t e d by the General Assembly and the Security Council on several 
occasions f o r the Secretary-General to continue w i t h h i s good-offices mission 
and appealed to a l l p a r t i e s involved to co-operate f u l l y w i t h the 
Secretary-General i n a constructive s p i r i t . 

6A. Guaranteeing the n a t i o n a l sovereignty, independence, t e r r i t o r i a l 
i n t e g r i t y and unity of a State were fundamental p r e r e q u i s i t e s f o r a people to 
exercise f u l l y t h e i r human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms. He r e c a l l e d t h a t , 
i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n 1987/50, the Commission had c a l l e d f o r the r e s t o r a t i o n of 
and respect f o r the human r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms of a l l Cypriots, 
i n c l u d i n g the freedom of movement, the freedom of settlement and the r i g h t to 
property. That r e s o l u t i o n had al s o r e i t e r a t e d the previous c a l l by the 
Coimnission f o r the f u l l r e s t o r a t i o n of a l l himian r i g h t s to the population of 
Cyprus and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , to the refugees. 

65. Unfortunately, n e i t h e r the general s i t u a t i o n nor the s p e c i f i c human 
r i g h t s question i n Cyprus had changed f o r the b e t t e r . While the mandate given 
to the Secretary-General to continue h i s good-offices mission s t i l l received 
the widest i n t e m a t i o n a l support, conditions conducive to the f u l f i l m e n t of 
that mission had unfortunately not been created. 

66. In accordance with the relevant Security Council r e s o l u t i o n s , h i s 
Govemment not only rejected any move that undermined the sovereignty, 
t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y , u n i t y and non-aligned statue of Cyprus but also 
stressed that, without the s t r i c t observance of those p r i n c i p l e s , respect f o r 
the human r i g h t s and d i g n i t y of the people of Cyprus could not be ensured. I t 
was high time that the e n t i r e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, p a r t i c u l a r l y the 
United Nations, redoubled i t s e f f o r t s to ensure the co-operation of the 
p a r t i e s concerned i n implementing a l l th» relevant decisions of the 
Organization so that a Just and l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n to the problem of Cyprus 
could be achieved. 

67. Иг. Oitchav (Bulgaria) took the Chair. 
68. Цг. LüpMMI (World Union f o r Progressive Judaism) s a i d that there were so 
many cases of Ьшвап r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s around the world which deserved the 
Commission's a t t e n t i o n under agenda s u b - l t M 12 (b) that i n d i v i d u a l 
non-governmental orgMiisations had to l i m i t the scope of t h e i r statments to 
c e r t a i n s i t u a t i o n s and associate themselves with those b e t t e r q u a l i f i e d to 
speak on others. 
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69. A s i t u a t i o n which p a r t i c u l a r l y distressed him personally was that of the 
long-martyred Armenian people, c u r r e n t l y s u f f e r i n g i n and around i t s homeland 
i n the Soviet Union; and he endorsed the appeal made to the Soviet a u t h o r i t i e s 
on t h e i r behalf by Human Rights Advocates. 

70. One s p e c i f i c v i o l a t i o n of an e s s e n t i a l l i b e r t y , which might seem of small 
importance i n comparison with so much a f f l i c t i o n but was none the less c r u c i a l 
to c i v i l i z a t i o n , was the death decree pronounced against the author 
Salman Rushdie, j u s t over one year previously, by the A y a t o l l a h Khomeini and 
recently r e i t e r a t e d by the speaker of the Iranian Parliament. Although the 
Commission, at i t s previous session, had contrived to remain s i l e n t on that 
issue, the Special Rapporteur on smœnary or a r b i t r a r y executions had 
courageously declared, i n reference to that decree, that no one should be 
a r b i t r a r i l y deprived of l i f e without due process of law (E/CN.4/1990/22, 
para. 242). The Special Rapporteur had sent a cable to the Government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran concerning the reported o f f i c i a l death warrant or 
execution order and drawn i t s a t t e n t i o n to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n s to 
which Iran was a party (paras. 241 and 242). 

71. A reply received from the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to 
h i s cable stated that the Special Rapporteur's i n t e r v e n t i o n i n the case of 
Salman Rushdie's c r i m i n a l offence against Islam and the world Muslim community 
was outside h i s mandate and thus unwarranted. The reply f u r t h e r stated that 
the d e c l a r a t i o n adopted by consensus at the 18th Islamic Conference of Foreign 
M i n i s t e r s held i n Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, from 13 to 16 March 1989, had 
proclaimed, i n unambiguous terms, the apostasy of Salman Rushdie. 

72. The Foreign M i n i s t e r s of the Muslim States had indeed banned The Satanic 
Verses and declared i t s author an apostate, but they had not pronounced 
sentences of death upon e i t h e r the author or h i s publishers. However, i n view 
of the f a c t that that t r a d i t i o n a l Islamic law i n s i s t e d that the piinishment f o r 
an apostate should be death, the whole question was shrouded i n ambiguity from 
a global Islamic standpoint and required further c l a r i f i c a t i o n f o r Muslims and 
f o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community as a whole. 

73. As had been made very c l e a r by Iranian representatives at previous 
sessions of the Commission and i n the General Assembly, any decisions by 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l organizations which were contrary to Islam had no v a l i d i t y i n 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

74. A second year of s i l e n c e and obfuscation, coming on the heels of a 
renewal of the death sentences, would indicate that the s h i f t i n norms was 
more than j u s t subtle diplomatic wisdom and that Member States and observers 
and t h e i r respective Governments were w i l l i n g to be pinned to the rack, even 
i f they r i s k e d being f o r ever turned to scorn and d e r i s i o n on the s t e m wheel 
of h i s t o r y by the harsh v e r d i c t of h i s t o r i a n s from which there was no appeal 
or remedy. 

75. In conclusion, he streseed the importance of freedcm of opinion and 
expression, without which there was nothing but death and fear which would 
continue to s t a l k the s t r e e t s i n every land and haunt the United Nations, 
where, more thmn anywhere els e i n the world, the fear of speaking out, 
deciding upon, and condemning the abuses b l a t a n t l y cMmittad againat 
fundamental freedoms should be forever banned. 
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76. Mr. AL-JADIR (Arab Organization f o r Human Rights) s a i d that, i n 
a s s o c i a t i o n with the Arab Lawyers' Union, h i s organization had launched a 
campaign i n December 1988 f o r an Arab world free of prisoners of conscience. 
The campaign had been part of the celebrations held to mark the 
f o r t i e t h anniversary of the proclamation of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

77. The f i r s t report on the campaign had indicated that the phenomenon of 
prisoners of conscience was one of the most widespread v i o l a t i o n s of human 
r i g h t s and that no Arab Govemment was exempt therefrom. C i t i z e n s of Arab 
countries were detained i n prisons and tortured because of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 
opinions or because of t h e i r membership of p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . Some such 
persons had been detained f o r more than 20 years without being brought to 
t r i a l . 

78. His organization had prepared a s p e c i a l f i l e on the prisoners of 
conscience i n each country and on l e g i s l a t i o n r e l a t i n g to freedom of opinion 
and expression i n the Arab world. In some Arab coun t r i e s , there were more 
than 10,000 prisoners of conscience, the l i s t being headed by S y r i a i n terms 
of the number of prisoners and the length of detention periods. 

79. The campaign had included the c o l l e c t i o n of signatures f o r the release of 
a l l prisoners of conscience. Most of the signatures had been c o l l e c t e d i n 
Egypt, Kuwait and T u n i s i a , which showed the degree of freedom e x i s t i n g i n 
those countries, whereas no signatures at a l l had been obtained from Iraq, 
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan or S y r i a . 

80. According to the report, some Arab countries had not yet acceded to 
i n t e m a t i o n a l instruments such as the I n t e m a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, 
S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l Rights, the I n t e m a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l 
R ights, and the Convention against Torture and Other C r u e l , Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 

81. With regard to the r i g h t to l i f e , the report provided d e t a i l s on 
extensive a r b i t r a r y k i l l i n g s i n I r a q , Lebanon, Mauritania, Somalia and Sudan. 
General Aoun's f a c t i o n had k i l l e d more C h r i s t i a n Arabs than a l l the other 
m i l i t a r y f a c t i o n s put together. 

82. During the past year, some p o s i t i v e events had taken place i n Jordan. 
The Government had l i f t e d press censorship and rescinded i t s decision to ban 
the w r i t e r s ' a s s o c i a t i o n . E l e c t i o n s had been held and the opposition had won 
h a l f the seats In the lower house. In A l g e r i a , the Parliament had enacted a 
b i l l a u t h o r i s i n g p o l i t i c a l p l u r a l i s m , and more than 10 p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s had 
been granted o f f i c i a l r e c o g n i t i o n . In Democratic Yemen, the r u l i n g party had 
approved p o l i t i c a l p l u r a l i s m and announced the establishment of the f i r s t 
l e g a l opposition party. 

83. In Egypt, the resignation of the M i n i s t e r of the I n t e r i o r i n response to 
the wishes of the people was a p o s i t i v e development, since i t was during h i s 
term of o f f i c e that the largest number of persons had been detained and 
subjected to t o r t u r e . P o l i t i c a l refugees had been e x t r a d i t e d despite the fact 
that Egypt had always respected the r i g h t of asylim Mid granted asylum to many 
A f r i c a n Arab p o l i t l e a n s . 
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84. In Ttjuiisia, the National Assembly had approved a general amnesty 
covering 5,416 detainees. The Tunisian Government had als o agreed to host the 
Arab Human Rights I n s t i t u t e established by his organization, the Arab Lawyers' 
Union and the Tunisian League f o r Human Rights i n co-operation with the 
united Nations Centre f o r Himian Rights. At the most recent session of the 
General Assembly, the President of Tunisia had announced the s e t t i n g up of the 
I n s t i t u t e . 

85. The f i r s t course to be given by the I n s t i t u t e would cover the protection 
of human r i g h t s , i n c l u d i n g lectures on human r i g h t s i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
and regional human r i g h t s instruments and the experiences of some 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations. 

86. There were s t i l l more than 100,000 persons being held prisoner who had 
been captured during the Ir a n - I r a q i war despite the f a c t that h o s t i l i t i e s had 
ceased more than one year previously. Some of them had been detained f o r more 
than a decade. Some of the detainees were very young and some were s u f f e r i n g 
from phy s i c a l and mental ailments. His organization c a l l e d on the Commission 
to secure t h e i r immediate release so that they could return to t h e i r f a m i l i e s , 
u n i v e r s i t i e s , and places of work and once again become us e f u l c i t i z e n s i n 
t h e i r countries. 

87. Mrs. Qttisufflbing (fhilippines) resvmed the Chair. 
88. Mr. WUER K a i x i ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Federation of Human Rights) s a i d that 
according to o f f i c i a l Chinese sources, 6,000 persons had been arrested since 
the events of June 1989. However, the t o t a l number of a r r e s t s r e g u l a r l y 
reported by the Chinese media, i n c l u d i n g l o c a l radio broadcasts, contradicted 
the Goveztiment figures 

89. Mr. CHEN Shiqiu (China), speaking on a point of order, s a i d that the 
person speaking, at the i n s t i g a t i o n of the Inte r n a t i o n a l Federation of Human 
Rights, was a cri m i n a l who was wanted by the Chinese s e c u r i t y organs. He was 
ac t i n g as a t o o l of anti-Chinese forces abroad, and that was t o t a l l y 
unacceptable to the Chinese Government. I t was quite unacceptable that such a 
person should make a statement to the Commission and h i s delegation rejected 
out of hand the contents of the statement. 

90. The CHAIRMAN s a i d that the organization to which she had given the f l o o r 
was a f u l l y accredited non-governmental organization i n con s u l t a t i v e status 
w i t h the Economic and S o c i a l Council. The cr e d e n t i a l s of the speaker In 
question had been v e r i f i e d and he was a duly accredited member of that 
organization. She therefore i n v i t e d him to continue h i s statement. 

91. Mr. WUER K a i x i ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Federation of Human Rights) s a i d that, 
whereas 8,519 arrests had been announced by the o f f i c i a l media between I May 
and 17 J u l y 1989, other reports indicated that the f i g u r e was an 
underestimate. For example, the l o c a l radio i n Yunnan province had reported 
i n August 1989 that 15,900 " c r i m i n a l s " had been arrested i n the region w i t h i n 
a period of four months. I t appeared that the Chinese Government had decided 
to announce only s o - c a l l e d exemplary a r r e s t s i n the course of a campaign which 
had Ьесснпе a v e r i t a b l e purge i n ешпе regions. Accordingly, the announcmient 
i n January 1990 of the release of 573 p o l i t i c a l prisoners, whose names and 
dates of release had not been s p e c i f i e d , sernied to be t o t a l l y i n s i g n i f i c a n t . 
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92. A number of the persons arrested since June 1989 had been charged with 
vandalism, the destruction of public property and even with the assassination 
of p o l i c e o f f i c e r s or s o l d i e r s . However, the vast majority had been charged 
with counter-revolutionary a c t i v i t i e s or, i n other words, having expressed 
ideas contrary to the o f f i c i a l ideology. To h i s knowledge, one of the 
heaviest sentences handed down f o r a "major i d e o l o g i c a l offence" concerned 
three men i n t h e i r twenties who had been arrested i n May 1989 f o r throwing 
paint at a giant p o r t r a i t of Mao Zedong i n Tiananmen Square. A f t e r having 
been charged with making anti-Government banners and g i v i n g 
counter-revolutionary speeches, they had been sentenced to prison terms 
ranging from 16 years to l i f e . 

93. He drew a t t e n t i o n to the case of Ren Wanding, founder of the Chinese 
League f o r Human Rights, who had been arrested i n 1979 f o r having played a 
leading r o l e i n the Democracy Wall Movement, and sentenced to four years i n a 
labour camp. He had then been arrested again i n Jime 1989. The whereabouts 
of Ren Wanding and the conditions under which he was being held were unknown. 

94. L e g i s l a t i o n adopted i n 1983 had i n s t i t u t e d the p r a c t i c e of " f a s t t r i a l s " 
of alleged counter-revolutionaries. A r r e s t s , t r i a l s and, i n the event of a 
death sentence, executions, a l l took place w i t h i n a matter of days. T r i a l s 
were held i n a closed courtroom. The accused had no access to defence coimsel 
and no r i g h t to receive v i s i t s from r e l a t i v e s , before or a f t e r the t r i a l . 

95. Many eyewitness reports attested to the beatings of persons held i n 
custody. The Chief of P o l i c e and V i c e ^ a y o r of B e i j i n g had admitted the 
use of "unauthorized methods" by p o l i c e during the suppression of the 1989 
u p r i s i n g , s p e c i f i c a l l y the " a i r p l a n e " , a form of t o r t u r e favoured by the 
Red Guards during the C u l t u r a l Revolution. That c o n s t i t u t e d a f l a g r a n t 
v i o l a t i o n of a r t i c l e 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

96. The mere charge of hooliganism could incur a death sentence. In 
November 1989, the Sichuan p r o v i n c i a l radio had announced that s i x persons had 
been sentenced to death. Three of them, who had been charged with smashing, 
l o o t i n g and arson during the June demonstrations, had been executed. 

97. In January 1990, the Chinese Govemment had announced the l i f t i n g of 
m a r t i a l law i n B e i j i n g and assured the i n t e m a t i o n a l community that the 
s i t u a t i o n i n the c a p i t a l had retumed to normal. However, immediately a f t e r 
the departure of the m a r t i a l law troops, some 10,000 p l a i n clothes p o l i c e had 
replaced them. The m i l i t a r y contingent, some 30,000 strong, was posted i n 
towns close to B e i j i n g , ready to intervene i n the event of a serious c r i s i s . 

98. Despite the repression, underground resistance networks were s t i l l t r y i n g 
to organize i n the major c i t i e s of China. The measures taken i n B e i j i n g a f t e r 
the l i f t i n g of m a r t i a l law were nothing but an attempt to dismantle that type 
of organization. He c a l l e d upon the Commission to continue to monitor c l o s e l y 
the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n China. 

99. Mr. GRAVES (I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission of Health Professionals f o r Health 
and Himan Rights) s a i d that h i s organisation was concerned at the human r i g h t s 
aspects of the use of chemical weapons. An a l l e g a t i o n had recently been 
received concerning the introduction of chemical substances i n t o the bread 
d i s t r i b u t e d to I r a q i Kurds i n Turkish refugee camps. In August 1988, a f t e r 
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the end of the Iran-Iraq war, there had been a mass exodus of Kurds from 
northern Iraq. In order to escape chemical bombings by the I r a q i s , the Kurds 
had f l e d i n t o neighbouring Turkey, where they had been placed i n camps by the 
Turkish Government. 

100. An independent j o u r n a l i s t , Mr. Gwynn Roberts, had reported that i n 
June 1989, some 2,000 Kurds had suddenly and mysteriously f a l l e n i l l at an 
I r a q i refugee camp i n south-eastern Turkey. The v i c t i m s had suffered from 
acute abdominal pain, p a r a l y s i s , convulsions, vomiting and diarrhoea. They 
were convinced that they had been vi c t i m s of another mass poisoning by the 
I r a q i s . Mr. Roberts had t r a v e l l e d to the region w i t h a doctor from London and 
brought back samples f o r a n a l y s i s . Four United Kingdom l a b o r a t o r i e s had been 
involved i n the search, i n c l u d i n g the National Poisons U n i t . A f t e r s i x weeks, 
nothing had been found i n e i t h e r the camp bread or the blood samples. 

101. Mr. Roberts had then, as a l a s t r e s o r t , i n s t r u c t e d the National Poisons 
Unit to test the blood samples f o r organo-phosphates, nerve agents common to 
p e s t i c i d e s and poison gas. A t o x i c o l o g i c a l report had been received recently 
from another Poisons U n i t , concluding that the poisoning of the bread had 
indeed been due to t o x i c organo-phosphates. 

102. Although there was no proof as to who had i n s t i g a t e d the poisoning, he 
reminded the Commission that the I r a q i Government had, i n the past, used 
chemical warfare agents against i t s Kurdish population. Accordingly, the 
burden was upon Iraq to prove that i t had not poisoned the bread. 

103. He requested the Commission to ask the Secretary-General to send a team 
of s c i e n t i f i c experts to conduct an i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n the camps and interview 
the Kurds r e s i d i n g there with a view to l o c a t i n g those responsible f o r the 
poisoning. He also requested the Turkish Government to allow the 
United Nations High Commissioner f o r Refugees to carry out h i s mandate among 
the displaced Kurdish populations and c a l l e d upon the I r a q i Government to 
r e f r a i n from the systematic persecution of Kurds, both i n s i d e and outside 
I r a q i t e r r i t o r y . 

104. Mr. BALIAN (Human Rights Advocates) s a i d that s i g n i f i c a n t steps had been 
taken i n the Soviet Union f o r the protection and f u r t h e r promotion of human 
r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms and h i s organization appreciated the comments 
made by the representative of that country at a previous meeting concerning an 
expanded r o l e f o r the Soviet Union i n the h\iman r i g h t s monitoring mechanisms. 

105. In that connection, he wished to draw a t t e n t i o n to the human r i g h t s 
consequences of the explosive n a t i o n a l i t i e s question i n the Soviet Union. He 
was deeply concerned that the recent outbreak of v i o l e n c e i n Aserbaijan was 
merely the t i p of the iceberg, and that, i n the f u t u r e , such flare-ups would 
m u l t i p l y unless the problem was given due consideration and a process leading 
to the peaceful r e s o l u t i o n of such c o n f l i c t s was I n i t i a t e d . 

106. He hoped that the Commission and other c ^ p e t e n t United Nations bodies 
would co-operate with the Government of the Soviet Union, to f i n d such a 
s o l u t i o n , thus preventing f u r t h e r v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n the Soviet 
Republics of Aserbaijan, Armenia and the autonomous province of 
Nagomo-Karabagh. 
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107. Reviewing the events i n Nagorno-Karabagh since e a r l y 1988, he sa i d that 
the Armenian majority i n that area, a f t e r decades of addressing f u t i l e 
p e t i t i o n s to the Azerbaijan Govemment f o r redress of i t s grievances, had 
concluded that i t s only e f f e c t i v e remedy was to exercise i t s r i g h t of 
self-determination through a trans f e r from Soviet A z e r b a i j a n i to Soviet 
Armenian j u r i s d i c t i o n . 

108. Azerbaijan had responded with violence. Anti-Armenian violence amounting 
to massacres had taken place i n February 1988 i n Sumgait and i n November 1988 
i n Kirovabad. The outcome had been a massive t r a n s f e r of populations between 
the Soviet Republics of Azerbaijan and Armenia, c r e a t i n g a refugee c r i s i s . 

109. A f t e r the 1988 pogroms, despite t r i a l s of some Azeris f o r conmon crimes 
and the di s m i s s a l of a number of Govemment o f f i c i a l s , those responsible had 
not been charged with the more severe provisions of Soviet c r i m i n a l law 
regarding crimes motivated by race or nati o n a l o r i g i n . 

110. P r e d i c t a b l y , therefore, i n January 1990, A z e r b a i j a n i mobs, aroused 
and encouraged by the o f f i c i a l leadership of the Republic as w e l l as the 
Popular Front, had massacred some members of the Armenian minority i n 
Baku and expelled the r e s t , while attempting to d r i v e Armenians out of the 
Nagomo-Karabagh enclave. Although Soviet troops had eventually entered Baku, 
the s i t u a t i o n i n Azerbaijan was s t i l l chaotic. Armenian v i l l a g e s were s t i l l 
being attacked by armed A z e r i s , and the anti-Armenian violence had spread to 
other Soviet Republics. 

111. I t was imperative to assess c o r r e c t l y the viol e n c e i n Azerbaijan and to 
seek a v i a b l e s o l u t i o n to the underlying problem, namely, the status of 
Nagomo-Karabagh. Otherwise, the democratic process i n the Soviet Union might 
be s e r i o u s l y jeopardized. 

112. F i r s t of a l l , there had to be a complete re-evaluation of the o f f i c i a l 
c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n of the events i n the region, namely, that they had been 
fcMnented by organized crime f i g u r e s , s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t groups or other fringe 
members of Soviet s o c i e t y . Such an an a l y s i s s k i r t e d the fundamental problem, 
namely, the existence of an intra n s i g e n t A z e r b a i j a n i leadership, bent on 
creati n g a pan-Turkic State, sabotaging perestroïka and glasnost i n the 
process, and on s e t t l i n g the c o n f l i c t by chasing the Armenians out of the 
region. In the l i g h t of the A z e r i Popular Front's c a l l f o r a " t o t a l i t a r i a n 
USSR", i t was absurd f o r Soviet o f f i c i a l s to continue to accuse the Armenian 
v i c t i m s of endangering the democratic process In the Soviet Union. 

113. He urged the Commission, therefore, and the i n t e m a t i o n a l human r i g h t s 
commwtity i n general to appeal to the Soviet a u t h o r i t i e s to take the necessary 
steps to ensure the thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n , a r r e s t and punishment of a l l 
persons g u i l t y of anti-Armenian outrages, to guarantee the s e c u r i t y and 
freedom of a l l peoples in the region and to put an immediate end to the 
econcHDlc blockade of Armenia and Nagomo-Karabagh. 
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114. Next, i t was necessary to i n i t i a t e a c r e d i b l e process whereby a v i a b l e 
s o l u t i o n to the Nagomo-Karabagh problem could be found. Nagomo-Karabagh 
should be immediately removed from A z e r b a i j a n i j u r i s d i c t i o n and placed 
temporarily under the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the c e n t r a l Govemoient. Subsequently, 
i n co-operation w i t h the Commission and other ccffiipetent United Nations bodies, 
a process should begin by which the future of Nagomo-Karabagh could be 
determined once and f o r a l l and conditions could be created f o r the 
r e s t o r a t i o n of human r i g h t s i n the region. 

The meeting rose at 1 p.m 




