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Note by the Secret~ry-General: In accordance wi'th the decision 
taken by thé Fourth ë'ëiiiiiD.Ittëë at its 615th meeting, the following 
letter is circulated to members of the Committee for their information. 
It follm·rs the request for a l,J.earing submitted by the Association 
Bamiléké (A/C.4/330/Add.l, 8, 13, 16 and 19) and granted by the 
Fourth Committee at its 552nd meeting. 

·~er dated 18 January 1957 from Mr. Tèhoumba Ngouankeu Isaac 
to the Pres:i_dent of ~the General Assembly 

Kumba, 18 J'anuary 1957 

I have the honour to confirm the contents of the letters I have sent you since 

17 December 1956 relating to the insurmountable obstacles which the French 

Administration continues to raise in connexion with the issue of passports to my 

delegation, although application "ras made for them as early as 22 May 1956. Since 

the hearing granted by the General Assembly to my Association constitutes a right, 

I :protest in the strr:mgest terms against this manoeuvre, the obje~.t of vrliich is to 

preve~t us from stating our caae. · 

This Association n1mfuers 600;000 :people in the Bamiléké Region, 80 per cent of 

the population of Moungo and 35 per cent of the population of Douala, not to mention 

the variou~ group1:1 scattered across· the Terri tory and the 4oo ,ooo i_nhabitants of' the 

so .. called British zone, i.e. an estimated total of more than one million. ·Hence it 

is. eertainly not to be di~rega-rded in the Kam.erunian problem and it .is on behalf of' 

all those peopl~ th~t my. delegation ohctùd be allowed to state its case during the 
. . 

:Pl.'B.s.ent ffession. Inasmuch as the United Nations f.harter recognizes the right of 

peo-ple in Trust Territories to petition bath orally and in w.riting_, it is juat and 

rea.~onable that my Association should. be heard, for more than one reason: the 

hearing ha~. been granted, the number of persans who have authorized ua to speak for 

51~3729 ; ••• 
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theni-is conside;rable, we live in ·a Trust Territory, etc. You are-not unaware of the 

baneful attitude of the colonialis·ts in our country. They_are firmly resolved that 

their crimes shall not be denciunced and that they sh~il not be charge~ with the 

barbarous and ~avage acts they have been committing'daily, particularly during_the 

last few years. You will thus understand that passports will never be issued to us, 

even after a thousand-letters addrèssed. by you to the French or Britisll,authorities. 
1 • ' ' 

Since 8 _January I have be.en in the British zone .trying to obtain a passport, but I . . . 
. . ' . 

me et \vi th the same difficul ti es everyyrhere .: ·Are r.·re wrong in placing our trust in the 
. . 

United Nations·, whose wards we are'l Are. the AÇlministering Authorit).es entitled. to 
. . 

prevent us from saying vrhat we think about our country? What do they fear? Do they. 

al!eady know what we are going to say b?fore this high international authority~ 

These a~e the questions eyery honest persan must ask in connexion with all the~e 

manoeuvres·.. Y et I know one thing: the last word be longs to the United Na ti ons, 

which is directly responsible for us. 

At one of the me~tin~s of the United Nations General Assembly in 1955 it was 

decided that travel documents might be issued ~o the inhabitants of Trust Territories

 who encountered difficulties in trav~lling to New York at the Assembly's invit~tion, 

as is the case with us, I ·should be very glad if _such documents could be issued to 

us for this session, for as th~ peopie.~ave aske~ that your present session should 
• 1 

not rise until it has finally settled the Kamerunian problem, considering that Franc

is still sheeding blood in. our country, it 1-rould be paradoxical for us to ·be al,Jsent; 
. ' \ 

for the large body of people whom we represent .. we form àt 1east a quar,ter .of the 

total Kamerunian population .. this would be a violation of our internationaJ,. rights.

Y ou will, hovrever, demonstrate ~hat· we are right, in placing our trust in :the 

United Nations if you make it possible for us to come to the United Nations. in the 

interests· of peace and justièe, whic~ shoul.d prevail ov.er every ~ther consideration •. 

T~e petitioners are the following: TCHOUMB.A. NGOU~ Isaac, now a refugee a·t . . 
Kumba, c / o James WANDJ~ Three Corner, NEYIM Pierre,. tra_d~ tional chief detai:ned i'n 

-Yaoundé prison .and Doctol:' TA:GNY Mathieu, at present fugitiv.e from the, Fren.ch police.

(8~~) TCHOUMBA NGOUANKEU Isâac 

Chairman of the, Association Bamiléké 




