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the follovring text of the statement is circulated to the members of the 
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Mr. Chairman, 

As His Ex.ce'llency, the M:!.nister for Overseas France,. has just said, a 

historical event of great moment has taken place in the Trust Territory of 

Togoland under French administration: on 30 April 1956, a nevr statute' 1vas 

promulgat~d, ema.nci.pating the Trust Terri tory ancl promoting i t to the digni ty of 

autonomous·republic; this statute was ratified by the country on 28 October by 

means of a popular referendum. On 14 September, a Togoland Government was 

constituted which i·Till henceforward guide the destiny of the Republic of Togoland 

with sovereign power. 

The people of Togoland now have their own n~tional Parliament, Government, flag, 

currency and anthem, all attributes of a modern democratie State. The people of 

Togoland regard this long-awaited culminating stage in a lengthy process of 

development as the beginning of a new era and conse~uently as the end of the 

former· Trust€eship System; this for them is a source of legitima-t-e and jealous 

pride which can be detected at all levels of the population. 
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The :peo:ple of .Togoland.. e.tta.ch mrerw1ieJ.ming,j.mpQr:t.o.nce to ··this--event; -..any 

reference to it arouses the liveliest emotions. As the emanation and lawful 

s:pokesman of the.:peo:ple of Togdland, the Parliament of Lomé has asked the 

Government of the autonamous Repub~è to submit to the United Nations, on behalf of 

the :people, a memorandum on the situation arising out of the ne\"r statute. 

Mr. Chairman, i t is my :pri vilege to p1"esent this memora.no.u.m to you. It has 

been communicated to the Secretar,i-General of thé United Nations through the 

Government of the French Re:public. Nevertheless, I should be very gratefu~, 

Mr. Chairman, if you would allow me to read it out: LThe text of the memorandum 

in question ap:pears in document A/C.4/34~~1 Such are the contents of this 

memorand:um.. Any comment by me would be su:perfluous and might distort i ta mea.ning. 

I shall confine myself therefore to expressing the hope of the :people of Togoland 

tha.t their great interest in the new statu·he and the importanèe which they a.tta.ch 

to their countryts autonomy vrill find their due response in this Assembly. 

I thank you, ~IT· Chai1~n, for your kindness in calling upon the representative 

 of the Government of the autonomous Republic of Togola.nd. I take this opportunity 

to cori vey to y ou and the members of thi.s Commi ttee, at the opening of the new year, 

the good 1vishes of the Prime Minister and his Government. 




