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Note lW the Secretary-Géneral: At" the request of the representative of 
~te"'dKKngdom, the Secretary-Gene:ral has the honour to circulate 
the following memorandum to the memb.ers of the Fourth Cormni ttee. Th-is 
memorandum has been c:trculated to thé members of the Trusteeship Council 
under the symbol T/1270.

1. In its memorandum to the ninth ~ession of'the Cleneral Assemb1y (A/266o), Her 

Ma.j.esty "s Government in the Unite'd Kingdom explairied that when the 'ùold 0')ast 

·assumed full ·responsibil·Lty :t'or its mvn affairs 1 it 1-Totild ·na longer be 

constitutiona1ly possible for the United Kingdom to admiriister the Trust Territory 

as an integra-l part of the Oold Coast in accordarice with the.present Trusteeship 

Agreement. In the view of the Adniinistering·Authority, the progress of the 

inhabitants of the Terri tory had be'en such ·that, when the Oo1d ·t'aast obtained 

independence, the objectives of the International Trusteeship System would have 

been substantially achteved. . The United Kingdom Government therefore recommended 

that the UnitedNations should arrang'e ta ascertain, by whatever means·; it 

considercd dosirnble and appropriate, thè-wishes of the inbabitants. of the 

Territory as to their future status aher the present arrangements for administering

the Territory bécame inoperable. 

2. At its nin~h ·session, the General Assembly in resolution 860 (IX) ,.,Noting the , . . 
new situation d~scribed in.the statenient (A/2660) of the.Uni'ted Kingdom 

Government to the effect that the Gold Coast 'vill assumë full' responsibility for 

its own affa.irs within a ~easurable period, and tha.t it wilJ. thereafter be no 

longer possible for the AdministerinG Authority to a.dminister the Trust Territory 
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in a.cco:rdance-vi tb. 4 ' o'! t'he •r - . 

"in view of the eventuel revioion or t~I'!llination of the Truateeship A;greement,. 

tha.t steps sholild be.tâken, in the light of the partiéula:r eireumata:Ocea of the

Trust Territory, to sscertain the w~ehes of the inhabitanta as to their future, 

without prejudice to the eventual solution they may choo~e whether it be 

in~e~e~ence, unification of sn independent Togoland under ~ritish.adminintration 

with an in~e~en,ent Togoland undex French adminiatration,. unification with an 

in~ependant Gold. Coaet, or aome ether (;lel:f'-goYernin~ or independent .ste.tusn and, 

r~queated the !l'Til!S'teeBhip Cou21cil. "to dis:p,atch. a special. mission to the Tru:~t 

!I'-errit.ori{3fl of Togolar.·l under Britich ati.ministration nnJ. TogolMd under French 
. . ~ 

a~dnistration to make a •pecial ~tudy of·the~e r.roblem~". 
3. At its ·fiîteentb ~easion, the Trusteeahi:p Council in it~ resolution 1084 (XV) 

deci(e' to dicpatch a Visitins·Mission in~co~li~nce with the re~uest made by the 

G~nera.l A:zeembly.. The Y.Lsiting 1-1ieBion in it~ report (T/1206) recommended:. 

(i) The.t a f'or..oial ·conault~tion with ·th!!! peo:ple in the form of a :plebi"cit~ 

ab.ould be heltl. in o:rder to a~c~rta.iJ:. the true wiehe11 of the people aa 

t~ the future of th~~r torritory; 

(ii) That the followi:r.g ~etJtit~:ns rib.ould be ~t at the ~lebisci te: 

(1) xc you want the integration of Togolan! under ~ritiah a~inistration 

~ith àn .indepe~dent Goli Coaot? 

( 2) Do you want the :le:parati<;:n . of Togolar..d urà.er :tri tteh Btmini~t:ration 
. . ' ' 

1 frœ the Col& Coa~t end it:s continuation ur.C.er truate~spi:p pending 

the ult~te ~etermine.tion of ito poJit1cal future'l 

(iii) Tbat t~e re6ulta o~ t~6 plebiacite shoul~ ~e determioe~ Deperately in 

four se};larste uni ta au followo: ·Nor"tl',eru Section;. Kpe..ndu BDd Ho; 
. . 

Buw.-K.re.cb.i liorth; and. JJuem-Krachi South; 

(iv) T.'lat the plebi,;cite ~hould be orga.nized eni conl!uctell by the 

Adminiatering Authority under Unite~ F.ations aupervigion. 

4. At its fifth s:pecie.l Gesaion, the Trugteeship Council telok note of the

Visiting Mi~aion'n report and transmitted it to the Gcneral·As~embly with the 

01ünio~ tha.t the vie1-rs expret'H~ei in 1 t :ttrovide\i in general a useful ~as il for 

~temixling the arrange.m.~nts to be ~de in pursuance of C--eneral 'ABJJembly 

reewl.utid.o. 860 (IX), 
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5. At i ta. tenth' f?essioil' the. General' Assembly' 944 (x) . accepted 

the recommendatione .of the· Visiting ~a.saion in respect· of a. plebiscite, the­

questionsto-be·askèd and. the a:ppointment of a:Plebiscite. Co~ssioner to 

supervise the plebiscite, but.rejected the proposal for four se:parate -:plebiscite

ar~as; · ·instead:, i t requestïed the 'Plebiscite- ·commissioner to · submi t ·a report on ·

the·organizatio~, ·c~l).duct and ·resulta-of the ~lebisc{te to the_Tru~teeship Council 

for its consideration and. for transmission to the General Asseinbly. at -its 

eleventh' session; and reserved to itself the right; to assess the resulta, in

6onsultation with tne ·Administering Authority, and-·d.e'tèritlne the further·acti~n 

to -be taken -on-the attainment -of incle:pendence by the Golcl Coast in ·the light of 

ali the circumstances and. in acc'orclance 'vith the Charter of the ·United :tJations 

·and the Trusteeship Agreement.-

6 •. In accordance with this resolution, the Administering Authority.appointéd 

Sir John Dring as Plebiscite Administrator to organ-ize and. conduct the plebiscite, 

and the General Âssembly appointer> Sr •. Espinosa of Mexico. as Plebïsci te 
-

. Coromissioner to supervise the conduct of the plebiscite. The resü.lts of the 

:plebiscite, ~Thich took place· on 9 May 1956; ·. vrere as. f'ollows :-

Mamprusi Dist1·i~t
Dagomba District 
Go:aja. nistrict 
Buem/Ki·achi District 
Kpandu District 
Ho District 

Union 

17 '780 
2éi,083 
3,166 

28,178 
8,581 
7.217 

93,095 (58~) 

_Sepaiatioh 

. 3,429 
6,549 
2,729 

18,775 
17,029 
18.%_281 
67,492 (42~) 

7• The :present Gold Coast constitution marks the la.st stage before the 

assumption of' full res:ponsibility by the Gold.Coast f'or its own affaira. On 

11 May 1956, Her Majesty 1s Government in the United Kingdom announced that they 

would be ready to acce:pt a. motion calling for independence witbin the Commonwealth 

passed by a reasonable majority in the Gold Coast ~egislature ne"trly elected after 

a general election. Such a general election· is taking place on 12 ann 17 July 1956. 
If the legislature so elected passes such a motion in auch a 1.11&2V.Or, immediate 

eteps will be taken by Her Majesty 1s Government for the enactment of the necessary 

legislation and the preparation of' ap:pro:priate constitutional ina~ruments 

establishing the incle:pendence of' the Gol~. Coast. When that etage is reached the 

present Trusteeshi:p Agreement vrill become inoperable. 1 .•. 
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8. In the vievT of Her Majesty 1s Goverrnnent the result of the pl~biscite in 

British Togoland shows a clear majori ty in the Trust Terri tory aa a w):J.Ole in

faveur of the union of that Territory wit~ an independent Gold Coast. In only

tvro of the six districts ivas tl.tere a majority vote in favour of separation. A

map is atto .. ched shmfing these areas, which comprisé approxima·l:iely one-st.-Venth of 

the whole Trust T~rritory. The. Ur.ited Kingdom Government is satisfied, by its 
.\' 

 assessment of the interests of the inhabita~ts of _the Territory and by reason of_ 

its experience in adminiatering it during the past thirty-five years, that any 

partition of this small Trust Territory ~nd the establishment of a fra~ent of it 

as a distinct political entitJ• wou~d be harmful to.~he long-term interests of the 
. . ' ' 

inhabitants of the Territory. Such partition would, moreover,,create a most

formidable admini.'strative problem, and would inevitably cause serious diff'icu

for the newly indepenclent Sta·ce of the Gold Coast.

9· ~e United Kingdom Government there:t'ore believe the.t the only right and 

practicable course of action is for the Trusteeship Council a~~ the General Assembly

to take note of the result of the plebiscite as a clear indication of the desire 
. . . 

of the majority of the inhabitants of the Trust Territory to be united with the 

Gold Coast, and to request tl:.e AdministerinG; Au.thority to make ali the necessary 

preparations for th~ ter.mination of the Trusteeship Agreement and the union of the 

Territory with the Gold Coast as saon as the latter attaine-independence~
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