A

UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL GENRAL
A S S E M B LY '?é7g;:ember 1568
ENGLISH

ORIGINAL: FRENCH

Tweniv-third session
Apenda item 9k

MEMORANDUM OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCTALIST
REPUBLICS CCHCERNIFG URGINT MEASURES TO STOP THRE ARMS RACE
AND ACHTEVE DISARMAMENT

Report of the First Committee

Rapporteur: Mr. Maxime-L€opold ZOLLNER (Dahomey)

1. By a letter dated 16 September 1965 (A/7223), the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republies requested the inclusion of She
item entitled "Memorandum of the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics coneerning urgent measures to gtop the arms race and achieve
disarmament™ in the agenda of the twentyv-third session of the GQeneral Assembly,
2. At its 17h+h meeting, on 29 September, the General Commnittee recommended
the inclusion of the item ila the agenda (4/7250).
3. At its 16T5%h plenary meeting, on 27 September 1965, the General Assembly
approved the recommendation of the Generzl Committee and allocated the item to
the Pirst Committec for consideration and report.
h.  The item was considered at the 1605tk to 1617th meetings, from
12-22 November 1955, and at the 1823rd 4o 16%2a0d meetings, from 27 November to
6 Tecerber.
7+ The Committee had before it the following documents:

(8) A letter dated 5 July 1968 from the Permanent Representative of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (A/7134) with an attached wemorandum of the
Goverament of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics concerning urgent measures

to stop the arms race and achieve disarmament;



B [
Engliish
Page 2

(b) & leiter dated 15 November from the Permanent Representative of Hungary
(A/C.1/974) transnibiing a letter dated 8 November from the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the German Democratic Republic, together with a statement of the
German Democraztic Republic on the item.

6. The Committes also had before it a draft resclution submitied on 12 November
by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republies (A/C.1/L.UL3), also submitted under

. L . -
agenda item QT,W/ which resd as fTollows:

"The General Assembly,

"Recalling its resolutions 1953 {XVI) of 24 November 1561, 2162 (XXI) of
5 Lecember L0660, 2165 (¥XI) of 5 December 1966, 2239 (XXII) of 5 December 1967,
2743 {¥XII) of 1S December 1967 and 2373 (¥XII) of 12 June 1968,
"Convinced that the arms race, particularly the nuclear arms race, is a
threat to the peace and security of peoples,

"Recognizing the urgency and tremendous importance of taking measures to
stop the arms race and achieve disarmament,

"Congidering that it is essential to make every effort Lo avert the
danper of nuclear war and to take measures to safeguard the security of
peoples,

"Desiring to contribute to the easing of internaticnal tension and the
gtrengthening of trust between States in order to promote the cessatlon of
the manufacture of nuclear weapons, the destruction of all stockpiles of such
weapons and the elimination from national arsenals of nuclsaar weapons and means
of delivery of such weapons in accordance with a treaty con general and complete
digarrarent under strict and effective internaticnal control,

"Reecalling the undertsking contained in the Treaty cn the HNon-
Froliferation o Nuclear Weapcns to pursue negotiations in gocod faith on
the cessation of the nuelear arms race at an early date and con nuclear
disarmamsnt,

"Believing that the conclusicn of the Treaty on the Nen-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons must be followed by the simultaneous or phased implementation
of measures Lo stop the arms race and achieve disarmament,

"Having considersd the memorandum of 1 July 1968 of the Government of
the Tnion cof Boviet Soclalist Republies concerning urgent measures to stop
the arms race and achieve disarmament,

L/ See A/THYL, para. 5 (a).
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"Bearing in mind the fTact that the Highteen-Naticn Committee on
Disarmament has reached agreement on the provisional sgenda for its future
work,

"l. Atbaches great importance to the measures for stopping the nuclear
arms race and achieving disarmament which are conteined in the Meworandum
of 1 July 1968 of the Government of the USSR

"2, Reguests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to transmit
the Memorandum of 1 July 1968 of the Government of the USSR concerning
urgent measures to stop the arms race and achieve disarmament and the
records of the meetings of the First Committee of the General Assembly
relating to the discussion of the relevant agenda item to the Conference
of the Eighteen-Nation Coumittee on Disarmament;

"3. Requests the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament to undertake
negotiations, as a matter of urgency ard taking account of the agreement
reached on the provisional agenda for its fubure work, concerning the urgent
measures for stopping the arms race and achleving disarmament which are
contained in the Memorandum of 1 July 1568 of the Government of the USSR
and to report to the General Assembly at its twenty-fourth session.”

7. At the 1632nd meeting, on 6 Decewber, the Chairman stated that he had been
informed by the delegation of the Union of Soviet Sccialist Republics that it had
taken into account the fact that, during the course of the debste on the various
items relating to disarmament, the importance of the memorandum of the Government
of the Urnion of Soviet Socialist Republics had been noted and that, Turthermore,
\ . . 2
the revised draft resoclution {(A/C.1/L.448 /Rev.2), submitted under item 2?—/ took
note of this memorandum and transmitted to the ConTerence of the Eighteen-Nation
Committee on Disarmament all the documents and records of the meetings of the
First Committee concerning all maitters relating to the disarmament question.
In the circumstances, the Soviet delegation had asked the Chairman to inform the
Committee that it would rot insist on a vote on the USSR draft resclution
(A/C-l/L.Mh3). The Committee thus concluded its consideration of the item at

this session.

2/ see £/7741, para. 5 (e).





