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I. IlITRONUCTTON

1. The Gene"al ,qssembfyr :t its l6?6th plenary meeling on 2J Sepbcrnb er 1"]5g,all0cated bo the ThiraL conrniitee agenda iben !5 eotitlerl lrcrea.bion of the pcs.irof United Nations High Colrxnissic:rer for llurian Fights,,.
2' The agenda of the t.'rentieth session of the General Asserrrbry incrudecl an i.bemenbitred "crcatioa of the rost of uni'ded Nations High conmissiorier for Human

::-:::- 
o"::* 

li 
orher Dr'orities, the proposal subnitted bv cosra !i3a r.e-Larins

::.:"::_ 
fuesrion:/ cculf not be considered. The Assenbly, by its resolurron

-:uoz (n-.tJ' requested the Economic and sociaf councir to rvansnit ihe proposar_ tothe comnission cn llutnan Rights for study of all aspects of i,he matter ano, forreport'' bhrcugh Lhe council, to the GeneTal Assembly at its tl"renty-first session.-. In vier,,, cf a clecision taken by the Conr.nission cjt Humen Rlghts at itstventy-first sessicn, the itcrn placecl on thc Com,,ntrssio:,s agenoa at itst'ienty- second session, pursuant Nc resorutlo. 2062 (u), was cntitr-eil ,rQuest'on
ccncerning the imclcmentation of human rights through a Uniied_ Nations Highcollrnissionef for Hurnan Rights o:: sone othcr apprijjrriate internaticnal, nnaciiner.y,, . E/

!/
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In its resolution 4 (7,-xII) of lo March t965, tne ccninission, recognizing the

importance of the proposal -Lransmitted to it by GeneraL Assembly resolution

2A62 (-[X) t d-ecided to establish a !-crking groupr composed of nine States nembers

cf the Ccnmission, tc meet at lleadquarters to -'tr-rcly aLL relerrant questrorls

ccneerning the institu'cion cf a united Naticns High comrnissioner f'or Hurnan Rights'

talilng into consideration the debate of the cor.imission an Hunan Rlghts on this

:._iem and all the queslla.ns raisecl therein, :nd to relort l. the corrrrrission at its

tventy-thirr1 sessicn. The Ccnmission requested the Se cretary- Gene ral to prepare

en analyticai and techticaf study for the purpose oI assisting the ltrol'king Grcup

r,o carry r,ut its mandate, r-,nd cecided to colisicler the Iepc]'t of the i/iofking Gl'oull

as a matier of high priority at its tr'reniy- thil:d- session' lhe Corrmission

l:equ-ested ihe Economic and social council l"o dral.I ther atter:tion cf the General

AsscmLly 1-o -esolr-aL' 4 \xJ(r-L/.

4. As requested by the Commission on lluman lights, the Economic and Social

Council, in resolution U-61 (XLI) of 5 August I!66, informed the General Assernbly

of the debate vhich ha.d taken place in the Com;rission on Tlurna n Rj'ghts and of the

establishment anc mandate of the \^lonking Group. The council also decided tc

transmit to the Assernbly the records of the aLiscussion in the comnission and the

Council during thei" consid.eration of the questicn.2/

,. At its f[98th p]enary meeting, on ]9 December \)66, the General Aesenbly

appt:oved the recommendation of the Third committee that the ccnsideration of the

question of the creation of the post of united- I{ations High conxmi,ssioner for

Hurnan Rights shouLd be postponed to the tr+enty-second' session'

6, At its twenty-second. session, the GeneTal Assembly had before it Economic

and Social- CounciL resolution L217 (YJ'LI) 
' in nhich the Council recommendec

that the General Assembly adopt a draft resolution approved by the commission on

Human Rights 3r ihs unenLJ-thjrct scssion. Tlre drafL resoluriln recornr endcd by

the Council called fcr ihe esi'ablishment of a Unitecl Naticns High Comrnisslonerrs

Office for Human Rlghts and specified the jligh Ccmrnissionerrs functions and po\,Iers.

2f !Yia., chapier v; E/cN,h/sR.B76
nconomic and Social Council, Fo

ana 879-BB1; ana Official Records of the
IItlllth meeting.-firast Session
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9. At the l64frc neeLingJ on 15.Deeentrer L968, the representative cf ccsta nica,
on behalf of Afghanistan, qg!q,l", q""tg ryea, !gb."gU, France,, thilippines,
senegaL!,Tunisla and li.u€iuay, int'cdur:ed a draft res.)rubicl (1, /c .t /t, .r5rz) -*ni.r,
leld e; follows:
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7. fn resolution eSJt (Xxff) of iB Decembe x L)57, the Genelal Assembiy,
inter aria, expre.sed its regret at the fact that ihe conside.aticn cf the item
had nct been pcssible at the -irenty_seccnd. sessirn anC decided tc give highprlority tc bhe cons:Lcreraiicn cf the questicn at rhe tventy-thlrd sessicn.8. The Third Ccrnni-l:,ree ccnsider_-d this item ai its l5l+2nd ard 16l6rd neerlngs,
r elcl r 1.6 lccemfe_ I-d3.

"The General -A s s embly,

".lle.rlLi rt; i .s reor uuicr.
creabicn cf bhe pcst cf lrnj,fed

2.a68 (XX) of 16 tecenber I!6! ccncerning thelvations Hjgh Connlssicnet: fcr U*ur. iigi*.-"'

"n"u;m.];ll]]'';il]i:],(ii,]'j"":'f.l"1:,T,,tr.".cI""ur.Assembly r::niaiaed in ihe lTaft resclrrj.rr.r .-- -, oy the UJmmlsslJn :[
Euman Fights, and lJccncni; and S-.i. - trcuncil lre.ll-uti.n f2rg (XLII) cf
20 June Lg67 .'t irhe sane subject,

"Recallinil alsc bhat the GeneraL Assenbiy in its rescluticn 2JJ, (XXII)
of 18 lecerntrer f96L expressed regret thai the ccnsideraticn cf ihis
cluesticn nad nrt been possibie cI,i-ing ic the heavy prcgrallme cf lcrk and
deciilecl bo glv-^ high pricrity tc ihe consider.*iicn cf the questicn at
l+^ +, ^h+,-rI D LY]EL]U,Y'UI

'rDFd.af-i :^"nil" -haL decisiln, ib has nci been lcssible tc
of r,/crk ai the current (t-aenty-third )dc sc cr,:ing bc Lhe heavy prcgramffie

session,

"1. A€tain decicles bc give high pricrity,
afcrementicned
^, 

ra.+ i ^h r+ i+.
resrlur:.rn ar-d dec.i sicnl, tc tht
lr.eruy-[o rrr-h reguLar sel,sicn;

in acccrdance uith 'r,he

ccnsideration cf thi s

"2. Beques'cs 'rhe Secretary-GeneraL tc prcvide the General AssembLy
r -Lc relevanL infcrmaLi' nd L r L5 L ''euu) rEy,tLLa L

r- - rAd in -^ ,'- .ri:rr ..irh the resflur i rns Jf che Asse-blyr che nccr-,-ic
and Sccial Councll and. the Conmissicn Jn iluman RighLs in this mattel1,"
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LO.Therepresentar,ive.rflI1diaoraL]yprcpcsedthcilllcl:ingamendnerl'-"iclhe
nine -Pcuer drafb rles.Luuillr' (aiC ") ft"L652) |

(i) In the seccnd preanbuLar paragraph, tc replace the final- 'L'irc l'ilrds'

''samesubjecN'',bythelhrase''quesiionccnceIningtheimpl'enentatici'I
cf human riShL;s thrcugh a United Nati cr:rs lJigh Ccnmissicner fc1'

IIunan RiS|rIs .r scme cther apprcpriate in'ernat'icnal rnachinery";

(ii) ic riele'ce che tiiiril prrearilrui'ar paragraTrh;

( l-ii) In 1,he icur'ch preanbular paraglaph, tc replace rh3 iniirodu'ctcry i:crd

''Regretbing.'by''Nctlng.';aodtCd'eLeteLhel,lcrd'S''deSpi'Ue'bhat
decisicn" ' the latter aYlendnent vas later r:ithcra"rn by the spcns3r;

("rv) In cperati'r''e paragraph L, tc CeLete the r"''rd's "Again"' "high" r:nd

"in acccrclance Lrith ihe af cre:lie Lrl'i cned resclu-ticn and rlecisions'' '

The last cf Lh-'se anend.roenis r';as latei: aLsc Irithdlrarn by the

spcnscrs.

lL. The representa[1ve of i:he United' Arab PeputrLic craLl-v 'crcposed 
rhe irsef:i-cn

ii-I 'r-,he first -ore anll u-l:L.ll p.rragraph, bef cre the "rcrd ''c::eaticn" ' 
cf the 'tolcls

"consideraticn cf rhe".

III . VOTIIiIG

l?. At its L64trd mee-cing, on L6 December L)68, the Cormit-uee vcted cn the

niae..Porier dr.rjlt rei:3lut,tca (elC ") /L't612) ' 
ana cn the oral ameldnents

theretc, as f cliclrs:
(") The amend-neat ol the Unitecl Arab RepubLic b' the first pr:eaubu'1a I'

paragrapt] (s"e nai:aglaph IL abcve) l'/as adclted by iL vctes Lc JL, -'rith

16 absted:icns.
(fr) The firsi prearnbular paragraph, as anend'ec], r"'as adcpted by 79 voies

'ic tlone, vibh 8 absierticns.
(") The Indian anendment tc bhe seclnd 'creambular 

paragraph (see

paragraph fo {i) aucve) -ras adcpied by I+o vctes tc 28' lriih 2i abstentlcns"

(d) The seccno preambulal paragraph, as anended, xas adcpLed by 6I vctes

r .ne, 1?i th rl aos ',:.'.-r-s .

(") The Inrlian o;trposal tc deieie ihe Lhlrd pneailbuLar paragraph 1')a;

rejec'ced by [! votes L.r 29' ittr L4 absien';icns
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(f) Thc thi:rd prea::truralr paragraphJ as se1" f:rrh in the draft resorutlon,
r.;a -q adopted by 6C .iotes to tJ, r,,ilh i2 i,bstentiorrs ,

(g) The Indian prop:sal to leplace the,n,td "lcqrerting,,, lr ihe fJurih
preanbuLar paragraph, by ,'l,loting" r,ras rejectcc b;. \2 y31s5 to ll, ,.iith
12 absteriliorts.

lhl 1.he fndian prdpl:al r,-r delcte from the fourth preanbufar paragraph
the r,/ords ".es-^ite thai, de3tsioit', ,,,as re.jeci:C b-1. lt7 vot,es ro lC, vith
22 a-a:itent i.on-q.

(l) The fourth preani:urar laragraph: as set forth in ihe crrait resoluiion,
i./as adcpted b-r' 54 vobes tr 12, with E absr,entions.

(j) Ttrc In<jian rlro1rosa.L l:c delele .ircr opcralive paragraph I the word
"A3ain" vas r-eject,ed by 44 vcLes tl JO, .rvith 1l abstenl,tol.rs.

(k) The fndian proposal to ijelete frcn operattr"e paragraph L the ,,"rcrr1

"hig'r" was rejecled by \J vote:: t.., 2E, uith 1l abstentions,
(t ) Operatir.'s paragraph t, a_r se t forr:h in thc Cral.t resol-ution) was a doFt ed

b;' 61 1,3t-.s to t2, wlth lJ abslentions.
(rn) oL.era t i.,.e raragrarh Z, Jn l,/hich a sepat:ate

ihe reuresentalive of the Union rf Soviet Socialist
56 vcte l-r !I, i.riih T absienr:ion:j.

I,n, The draii re-qolution as a whole, as amended, i,/-r s adoDtred by 61 votes
to 14, r"ribh l! abstentions" At Lhe rec,.rest of the repr.esen,raL ive of ccs1"a Ricar
tne vote rn'as taken by roll._ca11. ,,The voting uas as tolLorrs:

In fav our : ,ll_11l]: 
"rl: Argenr j1s, Au;itI,aLiar Au..:iria, Betsiun) tlazil)

):1:::::'j..u:"0.., !"yr?f , chirc,, china, cclcmbli, congc\Lremrar?tfc llepllrlic cf'), Costa Rica, Clrpru.r, Driho(rey,

l.::.1::u',,,1:l:dor, nthiopia, Finta,.d,' r rLi"",' Ghana, or:u-^ce,
',tll:^t n?| ut, 

.,.. 1":", I c Lrr ,'. i. r:, . . j-. y, 1...-..7 ."., ,,,,1:-]."r: ,Ja-,n: Iib-.'id. €d s:rc?r. .e, co. 1. r,c.o,leller ?.. . _Icri 7ea Ler , Ii .alar.),_ j -Jige.. llioe,.il II_i,,..,Jr
fltistlnr^r-anama, peru, rhirippiier, iolrugal,'irunau,
:.l"gif, Singapore, S:ruth 1\frica, Sweden, iiruitun.i,TrinidaC and Tobago, Trin:sia, Tur.kc.y, United Kingoom of GrealIllitain anC l,trorthern freland, Uniterl States of A11g1.1x3,
Cpper t/o L,ba, I,jruguay.' Venezuela.

v.te had been requesteal by
Republics , -.{as adopted by
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AAainst: "auLgaria, Byelorussian Soviel Sociatist Republic'
Czechosicvatia, Hungary, India, Jordan' l'{ongoLia ' 

Poland'
Rcnania, $31fli Arabia, Syria, Ukr'-rinian Soviet Socialist
Reoublic, Union of Soviet ScciaList Republics' United
Republlc .f Tanzania '

Abstaining: Algeria, Burma, Congo (Brazzaville), Guinea' Indone-"j-a: Il'aq'
Kenya, iebancn, Ltiauritania, Sudan, Tcqo' Uganda' United Arab

RePubiic, YugcsLavia, Zambia '

IV. RECOI4'IENDA'IION OF lHE THIRD COI'MITTEE

11 . The Thlrcl Committee therefore reconrmends to the General- AisembLy the

adoption of the following drafN resolution:

Creation of Nhe st of United Nations Comni.'l s ioner
for Hurnag Rights

Tbe Genera 1 ,t-= s e4b-lY,

lecal.ling it3 resclu+.ion 2052 (XX) of

e onsldera*. j-on of the creatron rf the post

ilr F,uman Rights,
llating once again Economic and Social Council l:esolution l2t7 (XIII) of

6 June t967, in which the Counci] endorsed the recomnendation to bhe GeneraL

Assemblv contained in the riraft resoLution prcposed by the Commission on Human

ni*t.,t,,.!/ and Econonic and Social Council resolution LZtB (ILII) of 5 june t!67

:n the question concerning the implerne nt ai' i on of human rights through a Uniieri

Nations High Commis':ioner for Hu,:nan Rights or eome other apprcprlate

int ernat iona I machinerY,

Recallinq also that the General Asseubly in its resoluLion 211J (X'Xff) of

18 December I!51 , expressed regret that the con:ideration of thi-" question had

nolbeenpossibleowtrngtotheheavypl:ogramneof"/ori!anddecidedtogivehigh
criority to the conslderation of the question at its t'venty-tnird session,

ia1

L6 Decernber l!6J concerning the

of Ur it.d Ii"ricrs Hlgh r.r'- issiorer

andv
re:clution fV'

See cial
J22 and Corr 'L , chapter XVIII, draft
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Regrett_irg that, despite that decision, it nas nor been possibLe to do so
owing to the heavy prograrlrne :f work at the cui:renr sessaon,

f. Asain decides to give high priority, in accordance r.rlth the
aforementicned reso-l-utions and deci.icns, to the ccnslderation of this question
at its lwenty-fourth se s s ion;

2, Request,s the Se cretary- Gene ra I to provide the
tventy-fourth session with all the relev?nt infornal, aon
r,,'ith the resolutions cf the Assenibllr, the Eccnomic and
Ccmmissiori on Hurnan iliLqht,-q on this matte r.

General Assenbly ai: its
prepared in conformity

Social Council and the




