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I. INTROTUCTTON

1. The General Assembly, =t its 1676th plenary meeting on 27 September 19685,
allocated bto the Third Committes egenda item 56 entitled "Crestion of the post

of United Naticns High Commissioner for Human Rightg",

2., The =genda of the twentieth session of the General Assembly included an item
entitled "Creation of the rost of United Nations High Commisgsioner for Human
Rights". OCwing to other priorities, the proposal sobmitted by Costa Rica relating
to this questionl/ cculd not be considered. The Assembly, by its resolution

2062 (XX), requested the Economic and Soeisl Council to transmit the proposal to
the Commission on Human Rights for study of all aspects of the matter and for
report, through the Counecil, to the Qeneral Agsembly st itg twenty-Ffirst session,
3. In view of a decision taken by the Commission on Humsn Rights at its
twenty-first session, the item placed on the Commissionts agenda at its
twenty-second session, pursuant o resolution 2062 (XX), was cntitled "Question
concerning the implementation of humen rights through a United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights or some other appropriate internationsal machinery".é/

———

é/ Officisl Kecords of the General Assembly, Twentieth Sesgion, Annexes, apgends
iten 88, document A/596%,

g/ See Official Records of the FEconomic snd Sceial Council, Forty-first Seseion,
supplewent No. 5 (E/NI0EY, chapter V.
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Tn 1ts resclution 4 (XXIT) of 30 March 1965, the Cemmission, recognizing the
importance of the proposal transmitted To it by General Assembly resolution

o062 (¥X), decided to establish a working group, composed of nine States members
of the Commission, to meet at Headquarters to study all relevant guestions
concerning the institution of a United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,
taking into consideration the debate of the Commission on Buman Righte on this
item and all the gquestions ralsed therein; snd to report Lo the Commission at its
twenty-third session. The Commission reguested the Secretary-General to prepare
sn analytical and technical study for the purpose of assisting the Working Group
to cerry out its mandste, end decided Lo conslder the report of the Working Group
as a metter of high priority at its twenty-third session. The Cormission
requested the Econcmic and Social Council o draw the attention of the General
Assemhly to resolution b (XMIT).

L, As requested by the Commission on Humsn Rights, the Econowmic and Social
Council, in resclobion 1163 (XLI) of 5 August 1966, informed the Gerersl Assembly
of the debate which had taken place in the Commission on Human Rights and of the
establishment and mandate of the Working Group. The Council also decided to
transmit to the Assembly the records of the discussion in the Commission and the
Council during their consideration of the question.i/
5. At its 1498th plenary meeting, on 19 December 1966, the General Assembly
approved the recommendation of the Third Committee that the consldsration of the
guestion of the crestion of the post of United Wations High Commissioner for
Humen Rights should be postponed to the twenty-second session.

4. At its twenty-second sessicn, the Ceneral Assembly had before it Economic
and Social Council resolution 1237 (XLII), in which the Council recommended

that the General Assembly adopt a draft resclution approved by the Commission on
Human Rights at its twenty-third session. The draft resolutlon recommended by
the Council called for the establishment of a United Nations High Commissioner's

Office for Human Rights and specified the figh Commissicner's functions and powérs.

3/ Ibid., chapter V; E/CN.4/SR.876 and 879-883; and Official Records of the
Teonomic and Social Council, Forty-first Session, 1M5th meeting.
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7+ In resolution 2333 (XXII) of 18 December 1967, the General Assembly,

inter alia, expressed its regret at the fact that the consideration of the item
had not been possible at the twenty-second session and decided to give high
priority to the consideration of the question at the twenty-third session.

8. The Third Committee considered this item at its 1642nd and 1643rQ meetings,

held on 16 December 1068.

TI. DRAFT RES(OVITION AND AMERDMERTS
9. At the 16L3rd meeting, on 16 December 19€8, the representative of Costa Rica,

on behalf of Afghanistan,7§§nada, Cost@ﬁﬂiggﬂ Dahomgz,rFrance,‘Philippines,

Senegal, Tunisia and Uruguay, introduced a draft resolution (A/b.5/1.l652) which

read as follows:

"The General Assembly,

"Fecalling its resolution 2062 (XX} of 16 December 1965 concerning the
creation of the pest of United Nations High Commissioner for Homan Right -
— L)
"Noting once again resolulion 1237 (XII1) of 6 June 107 the Geaeral
the FEconomic and Social Councig endorseq the reccmyﬁay the Commission on
Assembly ceontained in th§ dra;t reS?]P+Tmh T{l regélution 1238 (XLII) of
Human Rights, and Fconomic and Farinl vounc -

20 June 1967 on the same subject,

o . T
"Recalling also that the General Assembly in its resolution 2533 {(XXII)

t i i this
of 18 December 1907, ecxpressed regret that the con51derat;2nogfwgrk nd
dquestion nad not been possible owing Lo t@e hegyy progiim ueﬂtiop :
decided to give high priority to the consideration of the ques 1

its twenty-third session,

< g £ : ’ ae l) a’ e hlgs lll; haS o7 beel’l {,‘OSS'.Lb...E' e
Re re e . [ S g = B b t d S k] . . { —_— L1 = I.d )
d. 50 Wl 1o v W t Cu Ietlt t t nl

gsession,
i fori i rith the
"1. Again decides %o give high priority, in accordance with t
- ]

isi gi 51 this
aforementioned resolution and decisions, t? the congideration of
question at its twenty-Tourth regular session;

"o Requests the Secretary-General to provide Ehe Gin?riirﬁ:iiley
i . T g ai ith all the relevant in g 0
at its twenty-fourth regular session wi : o e
i “ormit i solutions of the Assembly, e LFcono
prepared in conformity with the reso 1e ASSE ' K
gndpSocial Council and the Commission on Human Rights in this matter

/...
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103, The representative of Lndia orally proposed the rolloving amendments to the
nine -Power draft resclution {A/0.3/L.1652):

{i) Tn the second preasbular paragraph, to replace the final two words,
"eame subject”, by the phrase "guestion concerning the implementation
of human rizhts through a United Nations Hish Commissioner Tor
Human Rights or some other appropriate international machinery”;

(i1} To delete the third preambular paragraph;

(111} In the fourbth preambular paragraph, to replace the intreductory word
"Regretting” by "Noting'; and to delete the words "despite that
Aecision”. The latter amendment was later withdrawn by the sponsor;

(iv) TIa operative paragraph 1, to delete the words "Again", "high" and
"iq accordance with the aforementioned resolution and decigions’.

The lagt of these amendments was later also withdrawn by the

11. The representative of the United Arsb Fepublic orally proposed the insertion

in the first preambular paragraph, before the word eyeation", of the words

"aonsideration of the'.

IIT. VOTING

12. At its L643rd meeting, on 16 December 1968, the Commitiee voted on the
nine-Power draft resolution (A/0.3/L.1652), and on the orel ameadmenis
thereto, as follows:

(2) Tre amendmeat of the Unlted Avab Republic to the [irst preambuiar
paragraph (see paragraph 11 above) was adopted by L1l votes to 3L, with
16 abstentions.

(b) The first preambular paragraph, as amended, was adopted by 79 voies
to none, with 8 absteatlons.

(¢) The Indian amendwment to The aecond creambulsar paragraph {zee
paragraph 10 (1) @bove) was adopbed by h0 votes to 28, with 21 abstentions.

(d) The second preambular paragraph, as amended, was adopted by £1 votes
to none, with 24 sbstentlons.

(¢) The Indiac oroposal to delete the Lhird preambular paragraph vas

rejected by L9 votes o 29, with 14 shstentions.
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(f) The third preavbuiar paragraph, as set forth in the draft reéolution,
was adopted by 60 votes 4o 13, with 12 abstentions.

{¢) The Indian propseal to replace the word "Regretting”, in the fourth
preambular paragraph, by "Noting” waz rejected by 42 votes to 31, with
1= shstentions.

(h} The Irdian proposal to delete from the fourth preanmbular paragraph
the words "despite that decision was rejected by 47 votes o 18, with
22 avstenticna.

(i) The fourth preambular varvagraph, as set Forth in the draft resolution,
was adopted by &4 votes to 12, with 8 shstentions.

() The Indian propogsal Lo delete freom cperative paragraph 1 the word
"Again" was rejected by L4 votes to 30, with 11 abstentions.

(k) The Indian proposal to delete from operative paragraph 1 the word

"high” was rejected by L7 votes

n
2

28, with 13 abstentions.

[

(1) Operative paragraph L1, as sel forth in the draft resclution, was zdopted
by €3 votes to 12, with 13 abstentions.
(m) Operative paragrayh 2, on which a separate vote had been requested by

he representative of the Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republics, was adopted by

ot

€6 wvotes to 11, with 7 abstentions.
(n) The drart resolution as a whole, as amended, wis adopted by 61 votes
to 14, with 15 abstentionsz. At the recuest of the representat ive of Josta Rica,

the vote was taken by roll-cszll. -The voting was as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil,
Camercon, Canada, Ceylor, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo
(Democratic Reputlic of)g Costa Rica, Cyprus, Dahemey,
Dermark, Ecuador, Ethicpia, Firla:.d, France, Ghana, Greece,
Guyana, Heonduras, Iran, Ireland, Israel, Itely, Tvory Coast,
Jamaica, Japan, Liberia, Madagascar, Mexico, Morocca,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Wiger, Nigeria, Norway,
Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Pnilippines, Portugal, Rwanda,
Senegal, Singapore, South Africa, Bweden, Thailand,

Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Horthern Ireland, United States of America,
Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela.
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Against: Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, India, Jordan, Mongolia, Poland,
Romania, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Ukrainian Soviet Soclalist
Recublic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
Republic of Tanzania.

Apstaining: Algeria, Burma, Congo (Brazzaville), Guinea, Indonesia, Irag,
Kenva. Lebanon, Mauritania, Sudan, Toge, Uganda United Arab
3 E 3 2 3 2
Republic, Yugoslavia, Zambia.

IV. RECOMMENDATION OF THE THIRD CCMMITTEE

13. The Third Committee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the

adoption of the following draft resolution:

Creation of the post of United Nations High Commisgioner
for Human Rights

The Generzl Asserbly,

Fecalling its resolution c062 {XX) of 16 December 1965 concerning the
consideration of the creation of the post of United Netions High Commissioner
for Human Rights,

Noting once again Economilc and Yoeial Council resolution 1237 (XLII) of

6 June 1967, in which the Council endorsed the recommendation to the General
Asseﬁbly contained in the draft resolution proposed oy the Commisgion on Human
Rights,ﬁ/ and Economic and Sccial Council resclution 1238 (XLII) of 6 June 1967
sn the gquestion concerning the implementation of human rights through a United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights or some other appropriate
internatipnal wachinery, |

" Recalling also that the General Assembly in its resolution 2333 (XXII) cf

18 December 1967, expressed regret that the congideration of this gquestion had
rnot been possible owing to the heavy programme of work and decided to give high

priority to the consideration of the gquestion at its twenty-third gegsion,

&/ See Official Records of the Bconcmic and Social Council. Forty-second
Session, Supplement No. 6 (B/L322 and Corr.l), chapter XVIII, draft
re:olution IV.
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Regretting that, despite that decision, it has not been pogsible to do so-
owing to the heavy programme of work at the current session,

1. Apain decides to give high priority, in asccordance with the

aforementioned resolutions and deci.ions, to the consideration of this guestion
at. its twenty-fourth gsession;

z. fequests the Seceretary-General to provide the General Assembly at its
twenty-fourth session with all the relevant informst icn prepared in conformity
with the resolutions of the Assembly, the EBconomic and Social Council and the

Commission on Human Rights on this matter.





