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1. At its 1288th, 1290th, 1292nd and 129%rd meetings, held from 16 to

19 December 19658, the Pifth Committee cénsidered agende 1tem 75, entitled "Pattern
of conferences: report of the Committee on Conferences'. For ithis purpose it had
before 1t the report of the Commititee on Conferences,l/ and also & report

of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Quastions {(A/7400)
containing that Committee's observations and recommendations with regard to the
report of the Committee on Coofercnces, as well as the report of the Committes on the
Reorganization of the Secrethariat (A/7359), which ineluded, in section VII thereof,
a number of recommendations dealing with conferences and documentation.  The Pifth
Committes also had before it a nobe by the sSecretary-General on an integrated
schedule of meetings of programue~formulating bodies (A/b.S/llTS).

2. In paragraph 43 of its report, the Committee on Conferences submitted a draftt
regsolution, which it reccmmended for adoption by the General Assembly, by which the
Asserbly would approve the calendsr of conferences ang meetings of the United
Nations Tor 1969 contained in snnex ITT of the report of the Committee on
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Conferences—' as well as several other provisions dealing with conferences and

l/ Official Records of the General Agsembly, Twenty-third Session, agenda item 75,
T document A/7361,

2/ At the 129%rd meeting of the Fifth Committee, on 19 December 1968, the Chairman
of the Committee on Conferences informed the Fifth Committee that the calendar
contained in annex IIT of document A/7361 reflected the situation as at
& December 1968. A numker of additioral proposals for meetirgs had arisen in
the course of the session since that date and had been examined by the Committee
on Conferences., These had been included in the recommended calendar and would
te notified in an addendum tc the schedule contained in the original report.
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documentation. In its report, the Advisory Committee had commented on those
recomuendations of the Committee on the Reorganizstion of the Secretarist which
paralleled those of the Commitiee on Conferences, as well =zs certain additional
recommendaticns which the former Committee had mede in this general field. In
paragraph 26 of its report, the Advisory Committee had recommended that an
additional operative paragraph be inserted at the end of the draft resolution
recommended by the Committee on Conferences, zs follows:

"Considers that, notwithstending anything contained in this resolution,
the recommendations on conferences and docurentation made by the Committee on
the Reorganization of the Secretariat in section VIT of its report should be
implemented at a very early date.”

A At the 125Cth meeting of the Fifth Committee, on 17 Decewmber 1968, the
representative of the United States of Awerica introduced the following draft

resolution (A/C.5/L.978):

"The General Assembly,

"Having examined part VII of the repert of the Committee on the
recrganization of the Secretariat (A/7359) dealing with conferences and
documentation:

4
CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS

"1. Decides that the total volume of the servicing requirements for

conferences and meetings for the years 1970, 1871 and 1072 shell not exceed
thet of 1967;

"2. Directs the Committee on Conferences (provided it shall be in
existence at these times), on the basis of suggestions submitted by the
becretary-General, to present to the General Assembly at its twenty-fourth,
twenty-rifth and twenty-sixth sessions respectively, = final calendar of
Conferences and Meetings, within the above limitation, for 1970, 1971 =nd
1972, including such additional conferences or meetings 25 mey be proposed
during the respective sessions of the General Assembly;

"3. Decides that no body of the United Nations shzll exceed the number
of meetings approved in the celendar and reguests &ll organs of the United
Nations spart from the Security Council to hold weetings of the minimum
nunber and length reguired and, if possible, below the provisions in the
approved calendsr;



My, Instructs the Committee on Conferences, in establishing the proposed
calendar, to take into account the need to space out the sessions of various
subsidiary organs and interrelated organs in order to permit adequste
preperation and study by the Secretsriat end by the delegations;

"o, Directs all organs of the United Nations holding more than one
session a year to meet only once a year except on occagicons when there sre
overriding considerations;

"6. Reguests the Economic and@ Social Council to decide that zll its
functional commissions, with the possible exception of the Commission on Human
Rights and its Sub-Cowmission on the Prevention of Discrimination snd
Protection of Minorities, ghall meet once every two years;

"7. Iecides that from 1 September to the end of the year, and apart from
the Security Council, no meetings shall be scheduled at Headquarters except for
the General Assenbly, its Main Committees, the General Committee, the
Credentiasls Committee, the resumed session of the Econowmic and Social Council,
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, the
Compittes on Contributions and the Ccumittee on Conferences;

B
DOCUMENTATI O AND RECORDE

"1. Decides that no vrogramres for documentation for a conference or a
neeting shall be considered adopted:
e

{a) In the case of subsidiary bodies, until it has been reviewed by the
parent body:

(b) When funds must still be spproved, until it has teen congidered in
the normel budgetoary review processes by the Secretary-Genersl and bty The
Advisory Committee on Administrative sznd Budgeteary Questions and the General
Assewbly;

"2. Decides to limlt the provision of summery records to the following
bodies:

(2) Main Committee of the General Assewbly: the General Committee and
ite Credentisls Commitieg;

(1) Economic and Socizl Council (plenary only);

(C) Trusteeship Council {plenary only};



‘4% Trade and Tevelopment Board {plenary only);
‘e)  Industrial Development Board {plenzry only);

Governing Council of Tnited Nations Tevelopment Programme;

—

g) FExecutive Board of the United Natjons Children's Fund;
) Apecial Committes on Peace-keeping Cperations:
(1) Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space {main committec only):

Interrational Law Commigsion:

United Hatlions Commission on Internsational Trade Law;

o
e
—

(1) Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countrics and Peoples {plenary only):

(m) &pecial Committee on Priaciples of International Law concerning
Friendly Relaticns and Co-operstion among States;

(n) @epecial Cowmittee on the Questicn of Defining Aggreasion;

subject to periodic review, it being recognized that the principal organs
will glways retain summary records;

"3, Lecides that only in truly exceptional cases shall summary records
be authorized for other bodies, and then only on a case-by-case besis for a
limited period of time when such provision has beens

(a) Concurred in by the Committee on Conferenceg, after consultation
with the Secretary-Gereral; and

{b) Approved by the General Asgsenmbly;
"I, Decides that sumrary records for special conferences ghall be
approved only when the Genersl Assewbly has specifically considered each case

on its own merits and then suthorized them;

"5. Decides

(a} That written verbatim records as official records shall be limited
to the plenary meeltings of the General Aszsembly and meetings of the First
Commitiee and the Securilty founcil;

(b) That translation shall be dispensed with in the process of
establishing the first O°fficial Records of the above bodies; for this purpose
the interpretations included in the provisional records will be used after

/...



having been altered as necessary to reflect corrvecticns received Trom
delegations, and checked for factusl accuracy;

{c) That no United Nations organ shall be provided with both summary
and verbatim records unless the General Assenbly so decides;

"4, Approves the recommendalion regarding supplements and annexes
centained in paragraph 144 of the report of the Committee on the
Reorganization of the Secretariat (A/TiSQ}»"

Subsequently, at the 1292nd meeting of the Fifth Committee, the representative of
the United States indicated that his delegetion would not insist on a vote on its
draft resclution on the understanding that it would appear in the records of the
Fifth Committee,

. The report of the Committee on Conferences became available to the Committee
g few days before the conclusion of its work, Most of the speakers on this item
focused their attention con the report of the Committee on Confersncas and the
draft resolution contained in that report. A mumber of delegations pointed out
that the Fifth Committee 4id not conmsider and dehate in detzil the reccmmendations
ohi conferences and deocumentation of the Committee on the Reorganization of the
Secretariat in chapter VII of its report (A/7359), nor the related reccmmendationsg
of the Joint Inspection Unit. The consideration by the Fifth Committes of this
item is reflected in i1ts sumwary records of the meetings mentioned in paragraph 1.
In the course of those meetings, oral prepessls wers made by several
repregsentatives, but subsequently withdrawn.

5. At the 1293rd meeting, cn 19 December 1968, the reprasentative of Pakistan,
after due consultation with other interested delegations, introduced amendments
(A/C.5/1..983) to the draft resolution proposed by the Comeittee on Conferences.

Thece amendments were as follows:

{a) Operative parsgraph 3

Insert the words "sub-paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (a), {e) and (g) of"
between "conferences and meetings contained in” and "paragraph 24 of the

report'.



6.

(b) Operative paragraph 3

Replace the words "and simultaneously te the Committee on Conferences as
early as possible in 1969, and preferably not later than 31 August 1969" by
the following words: '"so as to enable them to make their decisions availabie
to the Committee on Conferences in time for the latter to present its

relevant conclusions tec the twenty-fourth session of the General Assembly'.

(c) Cperative paragraph I

Delete the words "in the sense of a meeting which cannot e deferred

without serious detriment to the United Naticns".

(a) Operative paragraph 5

Delete the words "and, moreaver, that such proposals made oubside the
regular session of the Assembly are subject to the concurrence of the

Committee on Conferences™.

(e) Operative paragraph é

Delete this paragraph.

(f) Operative raragraph 9

Delete this paragraph.

{g) Cperative paragrapn 12

Replace the words "other than those listed in paragraph 35 of the report
of the Committee on Conferences" by the words "to congider" and add at the
end of the paragraph "and to report to their parent orgaus, as appropriate,
s0 as %o enable them to mske their declsions available to the Commitiee on
Conferences in time for the latter to present its relevant coneclusion to the
twenty-fourth session of the General Assembly”.

After consultations, the Chairmarn of che Cowmlttes on Conferences announced

agreed revisions of the Committee's draft resoluiion (for the revised version,

see paragraphs 1 to 12 of the final draft recommended by the Fifth Committee in

paragraph 9 of the present report).
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7. Several delegations wentioned, both before and after the vote on the draft
resolution, that the draft paragraph proposed for inclusion by the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions could not prbperly be
considered for action until the Fifth Committee and the Advisory Committee had
had an adeguats opportunity to discuss the relevant chapter of the report of the
Comnittee on the Reorganization of the Secretariat. Some delegations also raised
the point that the Advisory Committee's report made mention of a report on
documentation prepared by the Joint Inspection Unit which the Fifth Committee had
not had an opportunity to study.
8. The Committee first voted on the awendment to the draft resolution
recownended by the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions
(A/7400, para. 26).

The Committee, by Wit votes to 8, with 1L abstentions, approved the

additional operative paragraph as recowmended by the Advisory Committee.
The Committee then adopted, by 53 votes to 2, with 3 abstentions,

the revised draft rescluticn (see paragrach 9 below).

RECOMMENDATICN OF THE FIFTH COMMITTER

9. The Fifth Committee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the adoption

of the following draft resolution:

Pattern of conferences

The General Asseunbly,

Recalling its resoluticns 1202 (XIT)} of 13 December 1957, 1851 (XVII) of
19 December 1962, 1987 (XVIIL) of 17 December 1963, 2116 (XX} of 21 December 1965,
2239 {XXI) of 20 December 1966 and 2361 (XXII) of 19 December 1967,3/

1. Takes note of the report of the Coumittee on Conferences;=

2. Approves the calendar of conferences and meetings of the United Nations

for 1969 contained in annex TIT of the report of the Committee on Conferences;

2/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-third Session,
agenda item 75, document A/7361.




3. Approves further the recommendations regarding the pattern of recurrent

conferances and.meetings contained in paragraph 24 of the report of the Committee
on Conferences and in this connexion requests the United Natioﬁs bedies, committees
and commissions concerned to review thelr meetings programnes and to report to
thelr parent organs $0 a5 to enable them to make their decisions available (o
the Committee on Conferences in time for the latter to present its relevant
conclusions to the General Assenmbly at its twenty-fourth session;

L, Decides that ne meetings not covered by the calendar for 1969 shall be
convened, except for an emergency meeting;

S Lecides further that, in accordance with the provisions of resolution

2239 (XXI), 2ll proposals for new conferences and meetings made duriang the regular
session of the General Assembly will be subject to the reccumendations of the
Committee on Conferences and te final approval by the General Assembly and that

, proposals made outside the regular session for changes on the approval calendar will
also be subject to the recommendations of the Committee on Conferences;

6. Reaffirms, Tor application in 1969, the general principle that in
drawing up the schedule of conferences and meetings for future years, United
Wations bodies shall plan tc meet at their respective established headguarters,
with the feollowing exceptions:

(a) The Governing Council of the United Naticns Development FProgramme nay,
in accordance with its rules of procedure, heid cne of its sessions at the United
Naticns Office at Geneva;

(b) The sessions of the International Law Commission shall be held at Geneva;

(c) The sessions of the United Nations Commission on International Trade
Iaw may be held, subject to the provision of paragraph G of General Assembly
resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966, alternately at Headguarters in
Hew York and at Genevaj;

(@) The United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic
Radiation, as well as the Scientific and Technical Sub-Comnittee and the Legal
Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of CQuter Space, may meet ot

Geneva if the exigencies cf their work so reguire;



(e) The regular summer session of the Beonomic and Soecial Couneil may
be held at Geneva provided that the closging daste falls at least six weeks before
the opening cof the regular session of tThe General “sgembly;

(f) One Headouarters-bzsed functional commission of the Eecnomic and
Social Couneil, fto be determined by the Council, may meet at Jeneva during the
period from January to April;

(g) Sessicons of not more than thres other Headquarters-based functiocnal
commisslicns or committees of the Zconomic and Sccial Council may, by declsion of
the Council taken after ccasultation with the Secretary-General, be held at
Geneva during the pericd from September to lLecember without overlap;

(h} In addition, & session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs may, in
exceptional circumstances and by decisicn of the Lconcmic and Soccial Council taken
after consultation with the Secretary-General, be held at Beadquarters, New York;
in that event, one other functional commission or commitfee may meet at Geneva
in its place; '

(i) The regular sessions of‘the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far
Last, the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Economic Commission for
Africa, as well as meetings of their subsidiary becdies, may be held away from
their headquarters when the commissicn concerned so decides, subject, In the case
of regular sessions of fthe commissions, to the approval of the Feonomic and
Sceial Council and of the General jssembly:

T Confirms that todies not mentioned in paragraph 6 atove may hold
sessiong away from thelr established headguarters when a Government issuing an
invitation for & session to be held within its territory has agreed to defray,
after consultation with the Secretary-General as tc thelr nature and rossible
extent, the actual additiconal costs direectly or indirectly involved;

8. Decides that, 2g 2 general rule, not more than one major special
cocnference shall he scheduled in any one yezr;

9. Urges £L1 organs and subsidlary bodies of the United Nations tc plan
their future conferences and meetings in accordance with the following
recomuendations of the Ad Fece Committee of Experts to Exemine the Finances of

the United Naticns and the Specialized Agencies:



-10-

"(i) Priorities should be established for fixing the aress and
prograzmes of meetings and conferences on a long-term basis;

"(ii) The availability of human and physicel rescurces recessary for
gervicing conferences should be determired and {aken into account;

"(iii) The financial ability of the organizations and of member States to
meet the requirements necessary to hold conferences should be
determined and taken into account;

"(iv) An adeguate interval of time should bte allowed between conferences
of the same body or of a similar nature;" 4/

10. ZEndorses Econcmic and Social Council resolution 1379 {XLv) of
2 August 1968 and, in particular, paragraph 2 of that resolution, whereby the
Council reguested those of its subsidiary organs which have not yst done sc, to
consider at their next sessions dispernsing with such records for their meetings and
for those of their own subsidiary bodles in the future; and in this connexion
called to their attention the decision taken by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs to
replace summary records by shorter minutes, while reserving the right to ask for a
summary record in respect of any discussion which reguired excepticnal treatment;

11. Regquests all crgans other than those listed in paragraph 35 of the report
of the Committee on Conferencesz/ to consider, in response t¢ General Assembly
resolution 2292 (XXII) of 8 December 1967, dispensing with summary records for
their meetings and to report te their parent organs as appropriate, so as to enable
them tO make their decisions availahle to the Committee on Conferences in time for
the latter to presen®t its relevant conclusion fto the lssembly =zt its twent -
fourth session;

12. Requests the Committee on Conferences to submit to the General Assenbly
at its twenty-fourth session, bearing in mind particularly the results of the
reviews envisaged in paragraph 3 above, reccrmen€ations relating to the pattern

of conferences Tor the years 1970, 1971 and 1972:

1=

Itia., Twenty-first Session, Annexes, agenda item 80, dccument A/63L3,
para. 104,

2/ Itid., Twenty-third Sessicn, agenda item 75, document A/756l.
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13. (Considers that, nctwithstanding anything contained in the present
resoluticon, the reCOmmendétions on conferences and documentation made by the
Committee on the Reorganization of the Seeretariat in section VII of its report

should be implemented at a very early date.é

6/  4/7559.





