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1. At its 1676th plenary meecting, on 27 September 1968, the General Assembly
allocated to the Second Committee agenda item L1 entitled "Resources of the sea:
report of the Secretary-General'”.

2. The Comiittes considered this item at ite 1192nd, 119%rd, 1224th, 1226th to
1229th, 1231lst, and 124Lth to 1246th meetings, held betweern 15 October and

12 Tecember 1968. At the 1224th and 1231lst meetings, the Committee heard
statements by the representatives of the United Netions REjucational, Scientific and
Cultural Organizaticn and of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nationu‘i/ At the 122Lth meeting, it heard = statement by the Chairman of the
Intergovernrental Qeearopropkic Commission of the United Nations Fducational,
Sclentific and Cultural Organization,g/ and at the 12206%h meeting, a stetement

from the World Meteorologicsl Organization was read to the Committee.i/
3. In considering the item, the Committee had before it a note by the Secretary-
General (A/T245), the report of the Secretary-General (E/4487 end Corr.l-6 and
2dd.1); a note by the Secretary-Cenerel concerning the Intergovernmental

Qceanographic Commission (A/C.2/2LL4) and the relevant section of the report of the
: L
Economic and Sccial Council to the General Assembly st its twenty-third session.—

See A/C.2/8%R.120L and 1231,
See A/C.2/8R.1224k.
See A/C.2/8R.1226.

i e

Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-third Session, Supplement
No. 3 (4/7203), chapter VI, section B.
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L. The Committee also had before it two draft resclutions, the texts of which

ara reproduced in sections I and IT below.

I

5. At the 12LUth meeting, the representative of Iceland, on behalfl of the

delegations of Canada, Iceland, Libya, Malta, Norway, the Philiprines and the

United Kingdom of (reat Britain and Northern Treland, infroduced & draft resclution

(a/C.2/L.10%34), which read as follows:

M,

Ixploitation and conservation of living marine rescurces

"The General Assembly,

"Recalling resclution 2172 (¥XI) of 6 December 1966, reguesting the
Secretary-General to prepare proposgals for ensuring the most effective
arrangements for an expanded programme of international co-operation to
agsist in a better understanding of the marine environment through science,
and for development of marine resources, with due regard for the conservation
of fish stocks,

"Having considered the report entitled 'Resources of the sea beyond the
continental shelf' prepared by the Secretary-(eneral under Eeonomic and
Social Council resolution 1112 (XL) of 7 March 1966 and the report entitled
'Marine Science and Technology: Survey and Propcsgals’ prepared under
Ceneral Assembly resclution 2172 (XXI),

"Recalling resolution 1381 (XLV) adopted by the Economic and Social
Council on 2 August 1965,

"Teking into account the valusble snd extensive work accomplished and
being carried out in this field by the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations and its Committee on Fisheries, other speclalized agencies
and intergovermmental organizstions concerned, etriving towards an increase
in the world's food production,

"Deeply concerned that s large proportion of the world's population
continues to suffer from malnutrition and notably from lack of proteins,

"Mindful of the importance of the living resources of the sea as cne of
mankind's mogt important food resources,

"Realizing the increasing importance of maximizing the sustainable yield
of the living marine resources through conservation and rational development,

“Aware of the grave danger of over-exploitation and depletion of these
resources to which the rapid progress in fisheries technology is contributing,

/o
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"l. Invites Governments of Member States, pursuant to the Secretary-
General's recommendations in his report on marine science and technclogy,
to increase international co-operation in the field of development and
exploitation of living merine rescurces, with particular emphasis upon the
need for rational exploitaticn and conservation of fish stocks, taking into
account the valuable work of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations and its Committee on Fisheries as well as of regional and other
specialired fishery bodiee, and having regard to the special needs of the
developing countries;

"2, Urges the United Nations specislized agencies and other
intergovermmental organirzations concerned to take measures for further
improvement of international collaboration in relation tc fisheries development
and conservation;

"3, Requests the Sceretary-Ueneral to report to the forty-ninth session
of the IKconomic and Sccial Council on the gpecific measures which have been
taken by Member Governments as well as by the international organizations
concerned in Implementation of this resolution, and the Economic and Social
Council to report thereon to the twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly.”

6. At the 12L46th meeting, the sponsors presented a revision to the draft
resolution (A/C-E/L.lOﬁS/Rev.l), which included the following changes:

(a} In operative paragraph 1, the words "outside the limits of national
Jurisdiction"” were inserted after the words "to incresse international
cce-operation in the field of development and exploitation of living warine
resources’;

{0} In operative paragraph %, the following words were Inserted after the
words "Reguests the Secretary-Cenerzl”: "in ccllaboration with the Director-
General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and in
consultaticn with Governments of Member States and of other international

organizations concerned, .

T The Maldive Islands and Mauritius Jjoined as spousors of the revised draft
resoluticon.
8. At the same meeting, in accordance with suggestions made by the representatives

of Pakistan, Peru and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,

the following changes were made by the epcnsors:
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(2) Operative paragraph 1 was reworded to read:

"i. Invites CGovernments of Member States to incresse international
co-operation i1n the field of development and exploitation of living marine
resources outside the limits of national Jjurisdiction, having regard to the
special needs and interests of the developing countrieg and with particular
emphasis upcn the need for rational exploitation and consgervation of fish
stocks, taking into account the valuable work of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations and its Committee on Fisheries, as well
as of regional and other specialized fishery bodies;".

(b} The following words were added at the end of operative paragraph 2:
"and of technical assistance, where reguested by developing countries;”.
9. The Committee then wvoted on the draft resoluticn, as orally revised, and
adopted it by &0 votes to none, with 5 abstentions (see paragraph 17 below, draft

5/

10. Statements in explanation of vote were made at the same meeting.=

resolution I1).

11. At the 1245th meeting, the representative of Relgium, on behalf of the

delegations of Belgium, Jeylon, Ghana, Iceland, India, Kuwait, Libya, Madagascar,

Malaysia, Maidive Islands, Maltas, Mauritius, Cenegal, Sierra leone, Scuthern Yemen,

fhailand, Trinidad and Tobago and Urugugy, introduced a draft resolution

(4/0.2/L.1035/Rev.1), which read as follows:

"The (Ceneral Assembly,

"Reaffirming the considerations set forth in resclution 2172 {(XXI) of

6 December 1966,

"Corsidering the growing interest of the world community in problems
related to the oceans as they hold promisge of providing a rapidly developing
world with inecreasingly nceded resources,

"Reing aware that the present knowledge of the ccean and its resources
ag well as the marine environment lg limited &nd incowmplete,

"Recognizing the neec of extensive exploration and research in order to

develop the wealth of the ssa for the benefit of all mankind, taking into
account the special needs of developing countries,

See A/0.2/9R.1246,

1
S~
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"Having glven preliminary consideration to the repcrt entitled 'Marine
Science and Technology: Survey and Propeoeals' prepared by the Secretary-
General under General Assembly resolution 2172 (XXI),

"Taking into account the comments bresented by the Advisory Committee
on the Application of feisnce and Technology tc Development, as contained in
document, A/7264,

"Recalling resolutions 138C, 1381 and 1382 (XLV) adopted by the Economic
and Sceial Council on 2 August 1968, ‘

"Becalling the report of the Ad Hoe Committee to Study the Feaceful
Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beycnd the Limits of National
Jurisdiction,

"Taking into account the activities in this field at present carried
out by the United Nations, the United Nations Fducational, Seientific and
Cultural Organization and its Intergovermmental Oceanographic Commission,
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Naticns and its Committee
on Fisherieg, the World Meteorological Crganization and its Panel on
Meteorclogical Aspects of Qcean affairs, the Inter-Govermmentszl Maritime
Consultative Organization, the Internaticnal Atomic Energy Agency and other
specialized agencies, and intergovernmental organizations, various
Governments, universities, scientific and techmical institutes, and other
non-governmental organizations,

"1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General
on ‘Marire Science and Technology: Survey and Proposals! (E/4L87 and
Corr.l-6 and A4dd.1);

"2. Reguests the Economic and Sceial Council to review furtner this
report at its forty-seventh session taking into account such views as may be
expressed by Governmenlts of Member States, by the Advisory Committee on the
Application of Science and Technology to Development and by the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-PBad and Ocean Tloor beyond the Limits of
National Jurisdiction, &/

"I. Long-term programme of ccesncgraphic resgearch

"3. Dndorses the concept Of a co-ordinated long-term programme of
oceantgraphic research designed to assist in a hetter understanding of the
rarine environment through science and 4o Increase, in the interests of world
economic development, the resources availabie to =zll people of the world;

"L. Requests the Secretary-General to present the forty-seventh session
0f the Zeconomic eand Soclal Counecil with a comprehensive cutline of the Beope
Of this long-term programre taking into account sueh scientifie
recommendations asg may be formulated by the ICC of UNESCC within its terms
of reference and in co-operation with other interested irnternational
Crganizations;

6/ The creaticn of thls Committee is envisaged in draft resoluticn
AJC.0/T.425/Rev . 1,
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"TT. TImternational co-operation in marine science and technology

"5, Recommends that the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization and its I0C should consider strengthening the existing
marine educational and training programmes and initiating new programmes in
connexion with the implementation of the long-term programme of oceanographic

research;

"G, Recommends further improverment of international co-operation in
relation to fisheries development and conservation, taking into account the
important role played by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations and its Committee on Fisheries as well as the work of regional and
other specialized Tishery bhodles;

"7, Invites Mermber States and organizations dealing with marine
pollution, especially the Tnter-Governmental Maritime Consultative
Organization and the International Atomic Energy Agency, to promote the
adoption of effective intermational agreements on prevention and centrol of
marine pollution as mey be necessary;

"Q. Recognizes the importance of the meteorological aspects of ocean
science and calle upon the World Meteorological Organization to continue its
activities in this field and to co-operate cleosely with other organizations
in dealing with metecrological aspects of ocean science;

"G, Invites the Secretary-General to co-operate with the United Natlons
Development Programme with a view of extending technical assistance services
tG the Covernments of Member States which may request them in relation with
the development of mineral resources Cf their continental shelf areas;

"10. Calls upcn the Secretary-General to pursue the tagk of collecting
and disseminating available information regarding the resources of the sea-hed
and ocean floor beyond the limits of national jurisdicticn and techniques
appropriate for their development and of providing the assistance which the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and Ocean Floor beyond the
Limits of National Jurisdiction é/ may request for the solution of related
issues;

"11, Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and its Inter-
Goverrmental Oceanographic Commission, the Food and Agriculture Organlzaticn
of the United Wations and its Committee on Fsheries, the World Meteorological
Organization, the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization, the
International Atomic Fnergy Agency and other organi zations concerned, to
report, through approprizte channels, to the Econcmic and Social Council and
to the Ceneral Assembly at its twenty-fifth session on the progress achieved
in the implementation of this resolution.”
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12. The following changes were made orally by the sronscrs at the same meating:
(a) At the suggestion of Afghanistan and Austria, on behalf of =
number of countries, the words "irrespective of the geographical locaticn
of States" were inserted, in the fourth paragraph of the preamble, before
the words "taking into account the special needs of developing countries";
(b) In operative paragraph 8, at the suggestion of the representative
of India, the worde "and to co-operate closely with other organizations in
dealing with metecrclogical aspeects of ccean science" were replaced by the
words "in close co-operation with other interested organirzations"”;
(c) 'The first part of operative paragraph 9, at the suggestion of
the representative of India, wes revised to read: “Invites the Secretary-General,
in consultation with the United Nations Development Programme, tc consider the
rossibility of extending technical assistance...",
13. The Secretary of the Committee made a statement concerning the financisl
implicaticns of the draft rescluticn.
14, At the 1246tk meeting, the sponsors made the following additional changes:
(2) 1In the fourth paragraph of the preamble, at the sugmestion of the
representative of Chile, the words "and interests" were inserted after the
words "special needs";
(b) In operative pavagraphs 2 and 10, at the suggestion the representative

of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the words "Committee on the Peaceful

Uses of the 3ea~Bed and Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdicticn"
were replaced by the words "proposed competent organ of the United Nations";
{c) In cperative paragraph 10, at the suggestion of the representatives

of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and of Sierra Leons, the words

"mineral and other" were inserted before the words "resources of the sea-bed and
ocean flocr",

15, The Committee then adopted the draft resclution, as crally revised, without
objection (see paragraph 17 below, draft resolution IT).

16. gtatements in explanation of vote were made at the same meeting.Z/

7/ See A/C.2/sR.12L6.
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SECOND COMMITTEZ

17. The Second Committee therefore recommends o the General Assembly the

adoption of the fellowing draft resolutions:
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Draft regolution T

Exploitaticn and conservation of iiving marine resources

The General Assembly,

Becalling its resolution 2172 (XXI) of € December 1966 requesting the
Secretary-~CGeneral to prepare proposals for ensuring the most effective arrangements
for an expanded programme of international co-operation to asssist in a better
understanding of the marine enviromment through science, and for the development
of marine resources, with due regard for the conservation of fish stocks,

Having considered the report entitled "Resources of the sea beyond the

continenteal shelf”ﬁ/ prepared by the Secretary-General under Dconomic and Social
Council resolution 1112 (XL) of 7 March 1966 and the report entitled "Marine
sclence and technology: survey and proposals”g/ prepared by the Secretary-General
under CGeneral Assembly resolution 2172 (XXI),

Hecaliing Economie and Social Council resolution 1381 (XLV) of 2 August 1968,

Taking into account the valuable and extensive work accomplished and being

carried out in this field by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations and its Committee on Fisheries, and by other specialized agencies and
intergovermmental organizations concerned, striving towards an increase in the
wordld's food production,

Deeply concerned that a large proportion of the world's ropulation continues

to suffer from malnutrition and notably from lack of protein,
Mindful of the importance of the living resources of the sea as one of
mankind's most impertant food resources,
Healizing the increasing importance of maximizing the sustainable yield of
the living marine resourcss through conservation and rational development,
Aware ol the grave danger of the over-exploitation and depletion of these
resources, to which the rapid progress in fisheries technology is contributing,
1. ITnvites Governments of Member States to increase international co-operation

in the field of development and exploitation of living marine resources outside the

8/ B/L49 and Add.1 and 2.
9/ E/4LB7 and Corr.1-6 and Add.l.

feus
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limits of national Jjurisdiction, having regard to the special needs and interests
of the developing countries and with particular emphasis on the need for rational
exploitation and conservation of fish steocks, taking into account the valuable
work of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and its
Committee on Fisheries and also of regional and other specialized fishery bodies;

2. Urges the United Nations specialized agencies and other intergovernmental
organizations concerned te take measures for the further improvement of
international collaboration in relation to fisheries development and conservation,
and of technical assistance, where requested by developing countries;

3. Requests the Secretary-General, in collaboration with the Director-
General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and in
consultation with Govermments of States Members of the United Nations and members
of other international organizations concerned, to report to the Economic and
Socigl Council at its forty-ninth session on the specific measures which have been
taken by Govermments of Member States and by the international organizations
concerned in implementation of the present resoluticn, and request the Economic
and Social Council to report thereon to the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth

segsion.
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Draft resolution IT

International co—-operation in problems related to the gceans

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the considerations set forth in its resolution 2172 (XXI) of
6 December 1966,

Considering the growing interest of the world community in problems related
tc the cceans, as they hold promise of providing a rapidly developing world with
increasingly needed resources,

Being aware that the present knowledge of the ocean and its resources as well
as the marine envircrment is limlted and incomplete,

Recognizing the need of extensive exploration and research in order to
develop the wealth of the sea for the benefit of all mankind, irrespective of the
geographical location of States, taking inte account the special needs and
interests of developing countries,

Having given preliminary consideration to the report entitled "Marine science

and technoliogy: survey and prOposals"lg/ prepared by the Secretary-General under
General Assembly resolution 2172 (XXI),

Takine into account the comments of the Advisory Committee on the Application
of Science and Technology to Development,l;/

Recalling Feonomic and Sceizl Council resolutions 1380 (XLV), 1381 (XLV) and
1382 (XLV) of 2 August 18683,

Recalling the report of the Ad Ho¢ Committee to Study the Peaceful Uses of

the Sea-Bed and the Qcean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction,lg/

Taking into account the activities in this field at present being carried out

by the United Nations, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization and its Intergovernmental Ceeanographic Commissicn, the Food and
Agriculture Crganization of the United Nations and 1ts Committee on Fisheries, the

Yorld Meteorological Organization and its Panel on Meteornlogical Aspects of Ocean

10/ ©/L487 and Corr.i-6 and Add.1,
11/ See A/726k.
12/ A/7230.
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Affairs, the Inter-Govermnmental Maritime Consultative Organization, the
International Atomic Energy Agency and other specialized agencies, and also
intergovernmental organizations, various Goverrments, universities, scientific and
technical institutes and other non=-govermmental organizations,

1. Takes note with apprecigtion of the report of the Secretary-General

13/

2. Reguests the Feonomic and Social Council to review further this report

entitled "Marine science and technology: survey and proposals’™;

at its forty-seventh session teking into account such views as may be expressed by
Governments of Member States, by the Advisory Committee on the Application of
Science and Technology to Development and by the proposed competent organ of

the United Nations;

5. fndorses the concept of a co-ordinated long-term programme of
oceanographic research designed to assist in a better understanding of the marine
envircnment through science and to increase, in the interests of world economice
development, the resources availablie to all the people of the world;

b, Requesis the Secretary-General to present to the Economic and Social
Council at its forty-seventh session a comprehensive outline of the scope of this
long—term programne taking into account such scientific recommendations as may be
formulated by the Intergovermmental QOceancgrarphic Commission of the United Nations
Bducational, Scientific and Cultural Organization within its terms of reference
and in co-operaticn with other interested international organizations;

5. Becommends that the United Nations Fducational, Sclentific and Cultural
Organization and its Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission should consider
strengthening the existing marine educational and training programmes and
initiating new programmes in connexion with the implementation of the long-term
programme of cceanographic ressarch;

B Recommends Turther improvement of international co-operation in relation
to fisheries development and conservation, teking into account the important role
played by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and its
Comnittee on Fisheries as well az the work of regional and other specialized

Tishery bedies;

13/ EB/WLBT and Corr.1-6 and Add.1.
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7. invites Member States and organizations dealing with marine pollution,
especially the Inter-Govermmental Maritime Consultative Organizaticn and the
International Atcmic Energy Agency, to promote the adoption of effective
internaticnal agreements on preventicn and control of marine rollution as may
be necessary;

8. Recosnizes the importance of the meteorclogical aspects of ocean science
and calls upon the World Meteorological Crganizetion to continue its activities in
this Tield, in close co-operation with other interested organizations;

9. Invites the Secretary=-General, in consultation with the United Nations
Development Programme, to consider the ressibility of extending technical
assistance services to the Govermments of Member States which may request them
in relation to the development'of mineral resources of their continental shelf
areas;

i0. Calls upon the Secretary-General to pursue the task of collecting and
disseminating available information regarding the mineral and other resources
of the sea-bed and occean floor beyond the limits of national Jurisdiction and
techniques appropriste for their development and of rroviding the assistance
which the proposed competent organ of the United Nations may request for the
golution of related issues;

11. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the United Nations
Fducational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and its Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations and its Committee on Fisheries, the World Metecrclogical Organization,
the Inter-CGoverrmental Maritime Consultsative Organlzaticn, the International
Atomic Energy Agency and other organizations concerned, to report, through
apprepriate channels, to the Feonomic and Social Council and to the General
Assembly, at its twenty-Tifth session, on the progress achieved in the

implementation of the present resoluticn,





