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INTRODUCTION

1. During 1!64, the Speciaf Connittee, in accordance with operative paragraph B

of ceneral Assernbly resolution 1899 (xwII) of 1, Novembe r Lg6j, considered the
implications of the activities of the mining industry and orher international
coupanies having interests in South West Africa, in order to assess their econcrnj_c

and political inffuence and their mode of operation, and submitted a l:eport
thereon to the Gener.l Assernbl-y at its nineteenth session.9 tr'urther, during r!6!
and. Ij66 the gpecial Committee, pursuant to a decision taken by it in I!5\,
undertook a study of the activities of foreign economi-c ard other interests vhich
are impeding the inplementation of the Declaration on the Gra.nting of rndependence
to Col-onial Countries and Peoples in the Territories under portuguese

adninistration and subnitted reports^thereon to the Generaf Assernbly at its
tffentieth and twenty-first sessions,9 Moreover, during 1966 the Special
connittee, pursuant to a decision talren by it the previous year, studied the
activities of foreign economic and other interests in Southern Rhodesia and their
mode of oBeration in order to assess their economic and poiitical influence, and,
subnttted a report thereon to the General Assembly at its tventy-flrst session.Z
2. rn the chapters of its report to the General Assembly at its twenty-first
session concerning the two l-ast-named itens, the speciar conmittee reconrnended
that the Generaf Assembl-y shoul-d inscrib€ on its agenda for that sessicn, as a
natter of urgency, an iten entitled:

rrThe activities of foreign economic and other interests which are impeding the
implenentation of the leclaxation on tbe Granting of rndependence in southern
Bhodesia, South west Afri.ea, the Terri.tories under Portusuese adniini stratj- on
and other col_onial Territories".

1. 0n 12 Decembex I)66, following its consideration of the report of the Speciaf
Coamittee, the General Assembly by xesofutlon 2189 (trI) decided, inter alig, to

V 9rrigiar,fe,"?I4F u*uq, annex
No. ll (A/584o) .

4 Ibid,, Twentieth Session, Annexes, addendum to agenda iLern ?) (A/5OOO/nev.i),
:l"pE: Y:,glg!19" Dj,ibig., Tventy-frrst ,]ession, Annexeq, addendun to agenda
rTem 1) \A/O)UU/ltev,-t_ r, chapLe]" V, part IL

- / ^ l/.-^^ t^U A/c,'ao/Rev,I, chapter III (part II).
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includeint}relrovisiona}agendaofthetventy-secondsessionanitementitled
lActivities of foreign economic and other interests which are impeding the

inplementation of tlle D€claration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial

countriesandPeoplesinSoutbernRhodesia,southWestAfricaandTerritorlesunder
portuguese domination and in all other Telritories under colonial dornination" '

4. iiuring 1!61, in order to facilitate the consideration by the Geneval Assenbly

oftheitemreferredtoinpaJaglaphJabove,thespecialConmitteeundertooka
study of "Activities of foreign economic and otheT interests wbich aJ'e lnpeding

thei.nplernentationoftheDec]'arationontheGrantingoflnd.ependencetocolonia}
Countries and Peopl-es an So[thern Rhodesia, South West Africa and Territories

under Portuguese doninallion and in alt other Territories under coloniaL doninatlon"'
\/

and submitted a report to the Assembly at its twenty-second session'J

5. Folloving its consideration of the above-nentioned report of the Special

Coffmittee, the General Asseably adopted resolution 22BB (XXII ) of 7 Decerober 1957

c oncerning activities of foreign econonic and other interests vhich are impeding

theinplelrcntationoftheDec}arationontheGrantingofl'ndependencetoco]-onial
CountriesandPeoplesinsouthernRhodesiarSoutbtr{estAfricaandTerritorles
und'erPortuguesedonrinationandinallotherTelritoriesund.eTcolonia].domination
and efforts to efiminate colonialism, apartheld and racial- discrinination in

southern Africa. By operative paragraph ]2 of that resolution' the Generaf Assembly

requested the Special Committee t'to continue lts study of the problem and to report

thereon to the General Assembly at its twenty-thiTd session" '

6. At its 591+th meeting, on 1 April 1968., the special conmittee ' by approving the

thirty-fourth report of the Working croup (a/'tc 'fo9lt' '\5\laev 'l-)' decided to refer

to its sub-corunittee l for considerarion and report the iten eltitled "Activtties

of foieign econornic and other interests r,rhich are impeding the implementation of

the DeclaJation on the Glanting of Il:I.,]t })endence to Colonial Countries and leoples in

Southern Rhodesia, Namibia and Territories under Portuguese doroinati'on and in all

other Territories under colonial d.onination ff)d efforts to efiminate coloniallsm'

gp-@r and raclal discrimination in southern Africa" '
1. Jub-Conmittee I considered ttre iten at its neetings held between 16 Septenber

and 4 Cctober. During its consideration of the itern, the Sub-CorDmittee had before

4l Albaba and Ado. 'r.
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it working papers prepared by the Secretariat at the reque€t of the Sub-Cormittee on
economic conditions rvith partlc ul-ar reference to foreign economic interests in a

number of Territories, as ve1l as extracts from statements concernlng thi-s question
made by petitioners vho appeaLed before the Fourth Conmittee 1n 196T and the
special committee in 1968. An account of the sub-comnitteers consideration of
the item, as vell as the lrorking papers referred to above, is conta,ined in the
arm ex to the present report (1, /73a0/Add .t ) .

I. CONSIDEMTION BY THE SPEC]AI, COM}4ITTEE

B. The Special Conmittee considered the item at its 5l+6th to 6)+Btfr meei,ings,
betveen J1 October and I November.

9. rn its consideration of the iten, the special ccnmittee took into account the
relevant provisions of General Assembly resoluti.on 126 (xxrr) of 16 Decernber L967,
as wel'r as other resolutions of the Generar Assenbry, particularly resol-ution
22BB (xxll ) of 7 December: 1967.

l-0. At the 646th meeting, on JL October, the lapporteur of Sub-Conmi.ttee I, in a
statement to the special conmittee (e/ec.:,09/sr.6J+6), i.ntroduced the report of that
Slrb-Cormittee on this item (see A/712O/Add.f).
11. At the sarne meeting, statements were nade by the representatives of the
united Kingdom of Great Sritain and Northern rreland, Australia and runisia, as
vel-l as bv the chairman (e/.c.109/sR.646) and, at the 6l7th meeting, on 4 November,
by the representative of the United States of America (A/AC.!O9/SR.6L7).
12. At tne 64BtU rneeting, on '/ November, statenents rrrere made by the representatives
of the united Kingdom, the union of soviet sociatist Republics, venezueral syria,
Australia and the Unlted States of America, as wefl as by the Chairman
(e/ac .lo9/sn.6\8) ' rn his statenent to the connlttee, the representati.ve or syria,
speaking as the Rapporteur of sub-coamittee r, submitted an oral revision to the
report, by which, in paragraph 1J, sub-paragraph (a), the lrords !'the activities'
were repfaced by the word "activitiesrr, and the phrase |twhich axe impeding the
implernentation of the Decraration on the Granting of rndependence to colonial-
countries and Peopres, was inserted between the words "other intereststr and ttin

the remaining dependent Territoriesrt. The above-nentioned oral revision was

subsequently incorporated in the report of the Sub-Conmittee.
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tr. At the sane neeting, the Chalrnan inforned the Special Connlttee of the

receipt of a letter dated lr Novenber 1968, addressed to the Secretary-GeneraL by

the Permanent Representative of Japan to the United Nations, requesting that the

additlonal inforlration contained therei.n should be reflected in the vorklng paper

annexed to the report of Sub-Connittee I. The CoEmittee decided', vithout

objection, to authorize tts Rapporteur to take apploprlate action on that request.

The additional infornation referred to above vas subsequently incolporated tn the

report of the Sub-Committee.

ll+. Before proceedlng to the vote on the report of the Sub-Conmittee, as revisedp

statements in explanation of vote were made at the sane neeting by the

representatives of !'inland, ltaly and the lvory Coast (A/Ac '109/SR'648) '
15. At the s ame time, the Spec ial- connittee, by a vote of 16 t'o )t
with 2 abstentions, adopted the report of Sub-Cornmittee I, as revised, and endorsed

the conclusions and reconmendations contained theleln, it bein8 undelstood that

the reservations expressed by ceTtain rnembers would be reflected in the record of

the meeting.

:16. statements vere made by the representative of the united Republic of Ianzania

and, in expfanation of his vote, by the representative of the United Ki'ngdou

(A/AC .ro9lsR.5\B) .

17. The conclusions and reconmendations nentioned in paragralh 15 above are set

out in section Il befow.

I1 . DECISI ON OF THE SPECIAL CC}MITTEE

C ONC],USI ONS

lB. tro]loving its conciseration of this item, the Speclaf Cornnittee adopted the

folfoving conclusions :

(f) Desplte the c ondeflnati on by the General Assembly of the activities of

foreignmonopoliesincolonlalTerrttoriesimpedingtheprogresstovardsself.
d etermination and independence, the countries \'Ihose companies and nationals aI'e in

such activities have done nothing to inplement the Assemblyis leconmendations ' No



A/fzo
Enslish
vase o

leglslative, administrative or other mea€ures have been taken to restrain the
activities of those interests; indeed., as can be ascertained from the suppJ-ementary
j.nforrnation provided by the Secretaxiat of the United Nations, further consolidation
and expansion have taken prace in tbe processes of exploitation vhich deprive tbe
people of the natural- resources needed for a viabre independence. lhe information
submitted by the Secretariat confirrns the conclusions reached by the Speciat
Conmittee in its previous report on this question (A/6868/Add.t),

(2) The Speclal Committeers study proves that foreign economic and other
inberesLs operating in the way fhey arc eL rre:cnt in colonial Territories constitute
a najor obstacle standing i-n the vay of pofitical independence, as wefl as of
social and economic justice. As already described in the last report of the
Special Cornnittee, foreign monopolies continue to follov econonic and financia]-
policies detrimental to the Territoriesr genuine interests: they continue to
develop only those economic sectors yielding the highest profits and to manipu_Late

agricultufal production vith emphasis on exlort crops, thus reducing the Territor-y
to the role of supplier of agricultural products af,id rav material- to the metropolitan
country; they earn high profits because of special privileges granted by the
colonial administration, and the pursuance of a policy of racial discrimination,
particularly in the Territories of southern Africaj the indigenous fabourers
contlnue to receive lrages several times lorer than non-indigenous vorkers and have

no soci-al security benefits. The monopolies are stifr abfe to stifle trade uni.on

activities and labour novements. The high profits earned by the foreign monopolies
c ont!.nue to be taken out of the Territories or to remain in the hands of the
exploitlve mlnority of foreign settlers and are not used for the improvement of
economic and sccial conditions of colonial peoples.

/? \(rJ In the large AfTican Territories of Southern Fhodesia, Namibia., Angola
and Mozambique, foreign monopolies have been able to increase their profits. Even

the application of the econonic sanctions procfaimed against, the ?acjsL rdgime in
Southern Rhodesia has been underrnined. The continued study of conditions in
colonlal Territories shovs the great extent of co nunity of interests betveen the
col-oni.aI Governments and big international monopolies. The political economic

and social policies and institutions established by colonial rdgines in the
Territories are geared to ensure rnore concessions and privileges for the nonopolies
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and to use the indigenous inhabitants as a source of ctreap labour ' The indigenous

populations of the Territories continue to scratch off their rneagre subsistence at

tl]e mercy of their foreign oppressors' deprived of laboLlr and social rigbts' and of

medicar protection. rn return the nonopories suppry the colonial rdgimes vlth

funds and other forns ol assistance, including the military assistance needed to

crush naticnal liberation movements '
(\) Infornation on Territories in the Caribbean and Pacific Ocea:r areas also

demonstrates the contlnuing exploitation of their: natural resources by foreign

monopolies vithout fair rega"Td to the legitimate interests of the populations

concerned-. tr,nrether in the field of agriculture ' mining or industry' the 6ame

pattern of lard alienation and unfair exploitation prevails ' lrthile foreign

companies enioy the special privileges granted by the administerlng Povers' the

indigenous inhabitants are deprived of their countriest fertile lanJs and suffer

the indignities of economic inferiority and social injustice'

(5) The Special comnittee concludes vith deep regret that the colonial

?overs have not imptenented, even in a preliminary riay '' resolution 22BB (XnI)

of the General Assembly ' 3y ignoring this resolution' they have added to the

obstacles standing in the vay of the impienentation of the Declaration on the

Granting of Independence to ColoniaL Countries and Peoples '

FIC OMIUENDATI ON S

f9. The Special Connlttee recommends to the General Assembly that it:

(f) Decide to continue to eramine this question in order to determine further

effectivewaysandrneansforrestraininga'ctivilJiesofforeigneconomicandother
interests vhich are impeding the implementation of the Declaratlon on the Granting

of Independence to colonial Countries and ?eoples in the remaining dependent

Territot-ies) lrj-Lh a view to their cessetion'

12) Request the Special Committee to fornulate appropriate recommendations

in this regard and to submit them to the General Assenbly at its next session'




