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STATUS OF TIIE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SCCfAL AND CULTIIRAL
RIGHTS, TIIE INTERMTIONAI COVEMNT ON CWIL AND POLITICAI RIGHTS AND

THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO TlM INTERNATIOML COVENANT ON CTVIL AND
POIITICA], RIGHTS

Report of the S ecre Lary-Ge neraf

I: On f6 December IC,65, at its f\96th olenary meeting, the Generaf Assembly, by

resofution 2200 A (fXI), adopted and opened for signature, ratification and

accession the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cufturaf Ri8hts, the

International Covenant on Civil and Pofiticaf Rights, and the Optional Protocol to
the Internationaf Covenant on Civif and Politica.l Rights, and expressed the hope

that the Covenants and the Optlonal Protocol would be signed, ratified or acceded

to lrithout delay and woul-d come into force at an early date. The Assembly also

requested. the Secretary-General to subr0it to its future sessions reports concernlng

tbe state of ratifications of the Covenants and the. Optional Protocol, which r,roufd

be considered as a separate agenda item"
t I fi-.+ Fa.^e+ ^h +he status of the Internationa.I Covenants and Protocol !,Iasr vl,vr w vrr w

n?acan+p.l h\r fha sp..}'at arv-cl' nc-4 1 ]-n i.ha i.r,-o -tv- s econd session of the Generaf

Assenbly (A/682a and Add,l).
:L^ 1'2e+r *^^*'ng, on f8 December 1967, the General Assernbly adopted). fiL rL> rul'vurL,ucqur

resofution 2fi7 (rrff) by which, after recafl-ing its reso)-ution 2200 (lOU ) and

noting, inter alia, that there had been no ratifications or accessions to any of

the instruments, it invited States which were eligib]e to become parties to the

Covenants and tbe Opticnal Protocol to hasten their ratifications or accessions

to these instruments and requested the Secretary.General- to submit a report on the

status of the Covenants and the Optional Protocol- to the International" Conference

on Human Rights in Teheran and to the General Assembly at its twenty-third. session'
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4. Both Covenants and the Optional Protocol were opened for signature in New York

on f9 December L966. Each of the two International Covenants will come into force
three months after the thirty-fifth ins trlrment of ratification or accession has been

deposited.=/ The Covenants are open for signature and ratification or accession by

any State Menber of the United. Nations or State member of the specializecl agencies,

by any State Party to the Statute of the fnternational Court of Justice and by any

other State which has been invited by the General, Assembfy of the United Nations

to become a party to the Covenants. Ihe Optional Protocof is open for signature
and ratification or accession by any State which has ratified or acceded to the
Covenant on Civil and Pol-ltical- Rights. Subject to the entry into force of the

Covenant on Civil and ?ofitical Rigbts, the Optionaf Protocol nil.L come into force
three months after the tenth i-nstrument of ralification or accession to it has been

deposited..

,. As of l-O October 1968, the two Internationaf Covenants have each obtained

thirty-four signatures while the Optional Protocol has obtained fourteen signatures.
So far there have been no ratifications or accessions to any of the instrr-uoents.

The States wtrich have signed the International Covenants and the Optional Protocf
are listed ln the annex.

6. On 28 February l%8, the Secre.tary-General addressed a note verbale to the

Governments of all States eligibl-e to become parties to the Covenants and. the

Optionaf Protocol in which, after referring to resolution 2117 (XXII), he requested

these Governments to provid-e any indication lrhich they might ish to tTansmit as

"egard.s 
ratification of or accession to the International Covenant on Economic,

Social and Cul-tural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and. Pol-itical Rights
and the Optional ?rotocol to the fnternationa.l- Covenant on Civil and Pofitical
Rights.

7, As of ]-O October 1968, twenty-three Governments have provided information in
reply to the note of the S ecretary-Generaf. It appears from these cornnunications

that in most of the countries concerned. the Covenants and PTotocol are being

exanined by the competent authorities with a view to their ratification, Governments
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the Covenant on Economic, Socia]. and Cultural Rights, and
the Covenant on Civil and Political Rishts.
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are seldom ab1e, ho'wever, to indicate the date by which the constitutional process

of raLification wi]-l have been completed, Thjs seems due, in most cases, to a need

for study of all the relevant national fegislation which may require amendment or

adjustment in order to comply with the Covenants and Protocol. In the case of
certain States,. consultations are often in progress as regard.s the application of
the instruments, respectively by the federal authorities and the components of the

federation. Certain States, being parties to regional conventions such as the

European Convention on Hunan Rights and f'undamenta.l Freedoms, are engaged in
consuftations on the problems arising from the juxtaposition of internationa.I

obligations florving from internationaf instruments dealing with essentially the

same substance.
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Dale of slgnature

f9 February f958

B October t96B

L) March )-)68

, Act ober IC,67

21 December 1!56

19 December 1956

9 January l9c' f

? October l-958

20 March 1!58

29 September l-967

2I September 1967

9 October l-968

11 October 1967

28 tr'ebru.ary f967

22 August 1968

1! December I!66
4 April- 1953

1! Decernber I!65

-LO January r>o {

1! December I!66
l-B April 196?

5 June t95B

20 March 196E

l! December 1!66

2 March 1967

27 &tne !fi8
.29 September 1957

lO April 1968

1. Argentina

2, Bulgaria

5. Byclorussian Soviet SociaList Republi'

4. china

5. Cc.lombia

o. Llosua i1lc a

7. Cyprus

8, Czechoslovakia

9. Denmark

I0. ncuador

11. E.L Salvador

I2. Fealeral Republic of Ger.nany

Lj. Iinland
lr{., Guinea

f5. Guyana

tD, |tonouras

17. Iran
I8. Israel
19. Ital-y
20. Jamaica

2I" Liberia
22- Xiongolia

2's , ldoruay

l+. -Hh]-l-r Pprnes

25. Pofand

26, Romania

?7. Sr^/eden

zo. lunrsfa
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29- Ukrainian Soviet Socia116t Republic

iA. Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

)L. United Arab iicpul,J j c
j2, United Kingdorn

',1. Uruguay

)+. IUgO Slavra

Date of signature
20 March 1,958

18 l'Ia.rch 1!68

4 August I!51
16 Septei,iber J-!58

2l tr'ebruary l!5J
B August 1967
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State Date of slgnature

IP February 1!68

E October 1!68

1! Marc lr 1!68

5 october 1957

.J lecsmDer -LYbO

-Ly lecemoer l9oo

1! Deceurber 1!65

J October t!68
20 March 1958

4 April l!58
21 Septeriber 1967

! Oetober' I!68
U- October l-957

28 February 1!6J

22 August 1!68

J-y !eceinDer J_ybr:'

4 April 1!68

ty lecenoer -Lltbb

-LO January r9b (

l.y Lrece[1De r ]yoo

lB April 1967

> .J une -L9io

2O l4arch l!58
l-y leceiloer ]9bb

2 'Inatch L)51

27 Jure f95B

tO CFn+Frnra? I oA7

j0 Aprll- 1958

20 l,larch t!68

l. Argentina
2. Bulgaria
,. tsyelorussian Sovjet Socialist Bcpublic
\. china

,. Colombia

o. uosta Hr ca.

7 . Cy1:rus

B. Czecho slovakia

9- Dennarh

_LU. iicuadoT

fI. El- Salvador

f2. tr'edelal Republic of Germany

I). Finland
14, cuinea

Lr. Guyana

JC, rnnolLras

f7. Iran
ro. . Lsrae L

L9. Italy
2A. Jamaica

21. Liberia
2?. Mongolia

?1. Norway

a+, -rn1J_l- pplne s

2r, Pofand

26, Romania

?7. Sweden

LA. lunf Saa

29. Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
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State

; i-l

)).
)+,

Union of Soviet Sociafist Republics

United Arab Republic

United Kingdom

Uruguay

Yugoslavia

Date of c ignature

18 March 1968

4 AUgUST -LyO I

r( q--t-,.t-'ov la68

2l Februal'y ]96?

B August 1967
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Date cf 3 ignatllre

5 October 1967

2] Decenber 1%5

l! Decenrbcr I!56

1! December 1!65

20 llarch 1968

l+ Apri} r!68
2l- september 1967

11 Decerober 1957

I! De cerrrber 1!56

19 December 1966

20 March f96B

19 December 1955

29 SepteL ber 1957

21 tr'ebruary 1967

State

I. China

2, Colombia

1. Costa Rica

4, Cyprus

,. Denmalk

ir. .lrcuaoor

7, El Sal-vador

D. -b l-nrand

9. I{cnduras

10, Janaica

11. Ncnray

1.2. Philippines
Ii. Sveden

L4. Uruguay

Optional Protocn] to the International- cQve4ent
on Civll ancl Political Rlgfits




