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REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 
(CHAPTERS IV AND V) . 

I, INTRODUCTION 

The General Assembly, at its 478th meeting on 25 September 1954, in 

allocating item 12 of the agenda of ita ninth session, referred chapters IV 

and V of the report of the Economic and Social Council!/ to the Third Committee 

for consider~tion and report. 

The Committee decided to take this item as the third item on its ogenda 

(AjC,3/SR,544, 548 and 549). 

It should be noted that various sections and paragraphs of chapters IV 

and V of the report relate to other items allocated to the Committee, as follows: 

Item 27 • see chapter IV, section V, "Report of. the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees"; 
Item 28 

Item 30 -

Item 58 • 

see chapter V, section VI, "Freedom of.in:f'ormntion"; 

see chapter V, section VIII, "Forced labour"; 

see chapter V, section I, "Draft international covenants on 

human rights"; 

Item 59 - see chapter V, section XI, paragraphs 811 to 818, "status of 

women in private law: customs, ancient laws and practices 

affecting the human dignity of women", 

Reports of the Third Committee on items 27 and 58 were submitted to the 

General Assembly in ·documents A/2759 and A/2808 and Corr.l, on which the General 

Assembly has already taken action. The Committee has ·not yet considered items 

30 and 59, and is now considering item 28, 

At the 587th meeting on 18 November 1954, the Chairman stated that some 

delegations had expressed a wish .to refer, under item 12, to problems connected 

with the subjects discussed in ch~pters IV and V but not. specifically mentioned 

therein, He decided not to rule out of order statements on such problems, uut 

in view of scarcity of time he asked representatives to limit their remarks to 

subjects dealt with in chapters IV and v. 
The general debate took place during the 586th to 592nd meetings held on 

17, 181 19, 23 and 24 November, An indication of the questions referred to durine 

the debate is contained in section II below. 

!/ See Official Records of the General Assembly, Ninth Session, Supplement No, 31 

document A/2686. 
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' 
, 

~.~ing its 59.3rd to 599tll meettngs hs~.d between 25 November and 30 November 
1954, ~ e Committee consid!l~<l, 4.l'aft resolutio~;~,s and amendme.nts thereto 

submit~ d. tn connexi&n with the relevant. pnl'ts o:f' chapters IV nnd V of the report 

to the :poun:u• A. brief a~!JJlt. of these :proeeedi!lge can be found. in sE!_cit~ons III 

and IV 'Pf the :present report. l>raft rellol\l.tions rec_ommended by_ the Committee 

for ad.~tion by the General Aaseml:lly arE~ contained in secti,on V. . . .. 
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II •. GmlER!\L DEBATE 
A~ . Chapter IV ot the re;Port of the 'I!!CXlrlo;nie and Social C=eU

During the seneral debate, severti.l delSgatibns attached great :linportance . 

~tO th~ field work and. studies Ulldertaken ill. tile sphere of ciillllmuhity organization' 
. ' 

and development, and expi:eliieed their interest in the regiOllal meettngs or- · · 

axperts in this sPhere til b(l held in the li;lst· lnonths oi' 1954 and. in 1955~ 
some delegations po:tnted out that the t.hlited Nations prograllllrle in the social 

:f'idd should pay lllOre attention to central problems such as social securJw~ 

public health and education, and should be reoriented in that direction. 

A number of delesations underlined the ~rtanc:e of social development, 

both in itself and in relation to econo'lllic development. In this connexion, 

same delegations stressed the desirability of paying ~creasing attention to 

the problems of social insurance, and to tbe social aspects of industrializatiOJI. 

Other delegations emphasized that, in view of the limited funds available for. 

the Expanded. Programme of Teclulioal Aasistance, it was even lllOre important than 

before to strive towards attaUlmellt of o proper balanCe between teehnical 

assistance for eeonomic development and p~ and projeCts in the social 

field. 

A number of delegntions d.~w attention to the continued impo~ce of the 
' -. 

problems of training ot ;professional and auxiliary social welfare perscirmel,

and suggested that the Social Comission should envisage the possibility of ' 

inviting the Secretary-General to arrange tor an ad hoc technical working group --
of experts to consider this subject, 

Several delegations comm¢nted favourably on the Secretary..Qeneral's proposals 

(E/2598, paragraph 5) regnrding the eo-operation of the Secretariat .with 
-- --- ·-··- ·~·-·-

universities and mn-gove~ organizations in underta!dng studiee and 

research proJee~s. Some delegations emphasized that such co-operat~ should 

be orsanized on a broad basis, and ahoulC. include universities in the less• 

developed countries. 

A few delegations referred to the dro.i't Convention on Recovery Abroad of 

Clair(IS for Maintenance (Economic and. Social Couneil resolution 527 (XVII)) and 

to the proposed conference of plenipotantiaries. 

In view of the fact that chapter IV of the Council's latest report did not 

eontain a tull SU'IXII!Ial'Y of the united Nations activities in the social field, 
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the s~~stion 'fas. made. that in. the future a cross reference to the pertinent 
' paragrap~s of the Secretary-General's,annuol report on the work of the 

Organization should be included in the Council's report. 
I 

Duripg the. cou:r:se. of the discussion high trii>ute was .paid by a number of 

delegations to the :impressive accOliipliabiiJents of the United. Nations Children' a 

Fund. Sfecial attention was arawli. to the' illcreasing number. of beneficia;:oies 

of u1ITCEF aid - a total of'over )l million children being reached by UNICEF -

assisted' programmes in 1954;. to 'the additional geographic areas - particularly 

under-developed areas - covered by the operation of the Fund; to the far-'reaching 

influence of UNICEF aid .in stimul~ting national efforts for permanent health. 

and welf~re services Md in increasing capacity 'tor e.conomic progres.s; to the 

substantlal participation of Gove=ents in the form of "matching" 'funds; 

to the policies of the UNICEF Board and the wo~k of the UNICEF Administration 

in achieving maximum values from the limited resources avail~lile; and tci the 

prestige' which the work of UNICEF has. added to the United Nations. Stress 'fas 

laid on the need for further efforts to familiarize the public with the needs 

of child.J-en and the work of UNICEF and on the necessity for expanding the 

resources '·of the FUhd {see section III B below) • 

. some representatives referred to the question of establishing a Universal 
. " i· . ' 

Children' a . Day (see section III C bei.mr), 

Several delegations stressed the urgency o:r the problem of the illicit 
. . , I . . : ., •r I . , , . ' . 

traffic .ll.n ·nsri::otic drugs. Goverriments were urged to adhere closely to the 
I • •, ' ,-

provisiot>s of council resolution ·5~-8 B (xVni) ·and to sUpply accurate 

. informat,tton under _the Conventions of 1925 ii.nd 'i94i'. . Hope was expressed that 

speedy' 'ptcigress would be mode il:i framing a single convention on nsrcotic drugs. 

Some, delegations dre'i attention to the situation resulting from the 

encourag~ent by the authorities on the Chinese mainland of illicit traffic 

in opill!lll and heroin, whereas other delegations considered this allegation 

unfounded and ~ointed out that the Central Government of the People's Republic 

of China,. had taken appropriate measures for the control of narcotic. drugs. 

Appreciation was ~-pressed of the fact that the problem of addiction had 

been coll,llidered by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and also that the countries 

concerned recognized the harmful effects of chewing the coca-leaf • 
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Several delegations favoured the establishment of a United Nations Narcotics 

Laboratory in Geneva (see section III A below). 

B. Chapter V of the report of tlie Economic and Social Cowcil 

During the general debate reference was made to United Nations activtties 

in the fields of forced labour- and freedom of information. It was agreed, 

however, that the Third Committee would not deal with these questions in substance 

wtil they were considered wder the appropriate items on its agenda. One 

representative drew attention to the draft of a supplementary convention on 

slavery which his. Government had submitted to the Economic and Social Council 

for consideration. 

A number of delegations called attention to recent achievements in promoting 

the· status of women, especially the entry into force of the Convention on the 

Political Rights of Women, and ,discussed the future work of the Commissionon 
the Status of Women, 

Many representatives referred to the question of the right of peoples and 

nations to self-determination. · In accordance with requests previously addressed 

to it by the General Assembly, the Commission on Human Rights had. prepared 

recommendations on this question and submitted them to the Economic and Social 

Council for transmission to the General Assembly. At its eighteenth session, 

the Council decided, however, to return these recommendetion.s to the Commission 

for further consideration. Much of the discussion in.the general debate was 

focussed on. this action of the Council, Several proposals were submitted; 

these, together with the discussion thereon, e.re described in'section IV below. 
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III. CONSIDERATION OF DBAFT RESOLUriONS IlELATING TO CHAPTER IV. 

A. United Nations Narcotics Laboratory 

A Joint !'!ra:f't resolution was submitted by Frml.ce, Turkey and the United 

KingdOJ! (A/C.,/L.452) in accorda!lce 'nth which the General Assembly: 

· .i · "1Iaving con!>idered the Secretary~General's memorend.um of 15 ~tober 
(A{C~3/573). which sets out the compr.rative cost of setting up a narcotj.cs 
le~oratory at Headquarters and at Geneva, 
.. ·:;· ' ' 

i "Noting the statement by the Secretary·General in the above memoreadum 
thQ,t he ''~ould regard it as ill'lportant that the laboratory should be 
si~uated in :the' same· place, and preferably in the some building, as the 
Di~iaion ·of Narcotic Drugs as n whole', 

"Taking into account that, under the Secretary~General's proposals for 
th~ reorganization of the Secretariat (A/2751), the Division of Narcotic 
Dz:l:lgs of the Secretariat is .to be transferred to Genevu, 

"Decides .to establish a United Nations Narcotics Laboratory in Geneva." 
I . - -

Th~ dl'aft resolution was referred to during the gene;ral debate and was 

considered at the 593rd meeting hel,d on 25 November 1954. 

The Committee had before i~ a note by the Secretary-General (A/C.3/573) ~rhich 

gave, inter alia, financial estimotes relating to the cost of the establishment ---
of the ,I narcotics laboratory at Headquarters and at Geneva l"espectively. It also 

had before it ·a note f;rom the Pel'mcnent Observer of Switzedand to the United 

Nation~ (.A/C.5/573/Add.l) offering material assistance towards the est'lblishment 

of the i ·laboratory.ilt Geneva, A nuDioer of representetives, in supporting the 

draft resolution, assumed that the proposed transfer of the Division of· 

Narcotic Drugs to Geneva would in fact take plnce.5/ The representative of 

the United States of Alrerica p:ropot'ed that, since the tran:Jfer Of the Division 

of l~ar!iotic Drugs wculd not take place until a:f'ter the 1955 session of the 

CommiS$ion, tO be held in April or May in New York, the laboratorJ should not 
. . . 

be set up until the Commission bed had another opportunity of considering 

the matter; this, he stated, would entail no delay since, if the Commission 

t-ook ali affirmetive decision, the Secretary-General could immediately proceed 

to set up the laboratory. The sponsors accepted this understanding. Appreciation 
. . ' 

was expressed of the generous offer of, the authorities of the Canton of Geneva. 

g/ See A/2731 and the resolution on reorganization of the Secretariat approved 
at,'the 4.60th meeting Of, the Fifth Committee. 
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The joint draft resolution (A/C • .,/L.432) was approved by ;8 votes to none 

with 5 abstentions. 

The Third Committee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the 

adoption of resolution l contained in section V belol·r. 

B. United Nations Children's Fund 

A draft resolution was submitted jointly by Australia, Belgit~m, Brazil, 

Canada, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, France, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Philippines, 

United Kingdom alld Yugoslavia (A/C.3/L.433 e.Dd Adds. l and 2). In accordance 

with this resolution, the General Assembly would congratulate UNICEF on its 

work; consider that further efforts >rere desirable to :familinrize the public 

>rith the needs of children and the work of UNICEF; and invite all States Members 

e.Dd non~members of the United Nations to continue their efforts to expand the 

resource~ of UNICEF. A number of delegations spoke in support of this draft 

resolution, 
'l'he draft resolution was approved •msn1mously by 45 votes to none. 
The Third Co~ttee·therefore reccmmends to the General Assembly the adoption 

of resolution II contained in section V belo>r. 

c. Universal Children's Day 

Two draft resolutions on the question of establishing a world children's 

day were presented b7 Uruguay (A/C.3/L.4;4) and India (A/C.3/L.436). 

Amendments to the Uruguayan draft resolution were submitted by Costa Rica 

(A/c.-,/L.439) and to the Indian draft resolution by Denmark, Nor>ray and Sweden 

(A/C.3/t.4;8). Subsequentl-y, the representatives of Uruguay and India withdrew 

their proposals and submitted a joint draft resolution (A/C, 3/L.444), Under 

the te~ of the joint draft resolution, the General Assembly: . . . . . . 
"Expressing its appreciation of the work done by governments~ and 

voluntary organizations for the children of the world, inclcding the 
observance in a certain number of countries of a Uorld Children's Day 
on the initiative of the International Union for Child Welfare in 
association with UNICEF, 

1. Recommends that, ·with-effect :frC!Ill 1956, an International World 
Children's Day shall be instituted by all countries to b~ observed as 
a day of world-\ride fraternity and understanding between children and 
of activity devoted to the promotion of the ideals and objectives 
of the Charter and the >relfare of the children of the world, and the 
strengthening and broadening of the efforts made by the United Nations 
in favour e.Dd on behalf of all the children of the world; 
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2. Suggests to the Governments of all States that children's day be 
observed on the date and in the way which each considers appropriate; 

Also urges the cultural, professioDill, trade union, workers' and 
£;ocialwelfare organizations, for men and women, to support. and co.operate 
active1y in the observance of children's day; 

;. Requests the Secretary-General, in association with the Executive 
Board of UNICEF to take .steps to establish children's day in accori!anc~ 
with this resolution and to report progress to the General Assembly at 
its tenth session.n 

Several representatives expressed their support of the joint draft resolution. 
' . 

. It was pointed out that the concept of responsibility to children was 

implicit in the Unite;d Nat:i.cns CI:wrte:r and bod been developed not only in the 

resolutions relating to tbe work of UNICEF but also in the ;rork of many other 

Un:l,ted Nations bodies. This concept was much more then a simple welfare concept 
' and a ~rorld child!·en's day Would help to affirm it in its totality. It would 

al~o draw atteLtiCJn to. such imp(:,rtant questions a's the place of children in 

society, and gcvel'tllllental, social and ctminnmity responsibilities towards 'them. 

It would deepen world fraternity and understanding between children themselves 

and; help to give them a better appreciation of the internationul ideas proclaimed 

in .the Charter, and ~·IOUld assist in heightening their ~m sense of constructive 

pa~icipation in society. Finally, it would draw attention to the activities 

an4 financial needs of UNICEF and other organizations wOrking on behalf of 

children. It ~ras stated that adoption of the draft resolution would result 

in,a,gradual transfer of the observance of world chi1dren's day from the national 

to tha. internutional level. 

, , . The discussion also centered on tha ·problem of whether one particular day 

Bh~?uld be observed by .all countries or whether individual Governments should 

set aside a suitable day. It was pointed out· in this connexion that world 
' 

children's day should not be confUsed with United Nations Day or Human Rights 
' 

The part played by certain non-governmental organizations,. particularly 

the International Union for Child Welfare,, in promoting the idea of a world' 

children's day, was recognized with appreciation, but several delegations 

th?,ught it inadVisable to mention a spe.cific. organization by name in the draft 

r!i!solution. Attention was also ara~m to the different nature of the children's 
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day proposed in the Joint draft resolution tram that of the day promoted by the 

International Union. 

Under the terms or the amendment (A/C.3/L.438) submitted by Denmark, Norway 

and .SWeden to the original Indian draft resolution (A/C. 3/L.4?;6) 1 opera"tive 

paragraphs l and 2 would be replaced by the following text: 

"N~ting that in 1953 and 1954 the International Union for Child Welfare 
has endeavoured to focus attenti01l on the needs of children through the 
institution of World ChUdren 1s Day, · · 

"Noting with satisfaction that UNICEF has collaborated in the celebration 
of this World Children's Day, 

"Expresses the ho:pe that Governments end peoples will associate 
themselves with a celebration of this day by all a:ppropriate means." 

The sponsors of this amendment hed presented it with the intention of 

avoiding establishing another world children's day in COlliP6titiori with the 

World Children's Day already inaugurated by the International Union for Child 

Welfare. One· of the sponsors believed that· the world children 1 s day should not 

'be a holiday, but that the best way of helping ch:l.ldren vrould be to raise funds 

for UNICEF by donating one day1s pay. 

The sponsors said that, although these amendments would a:pply equally to 

the new joint draft resolution by India and Uruguay, they would withdraw them in 

view of the statements made b,y the Director-General of UNICEF end subsequent 

changes in the joint drl;lft resolution. 

··Costa Rica, which bed submitted amendments (A/C.3/L.439) to the original 

·draft resolution of Uruguay (A/C.3/L.434), subsequently submitted revised . 

amendments (A/C.3/L.445) to the joint draft resolution (A/C.3/L.444) as follows: 

(i) The addition of the following paragraph after the last :paragraph of 

the preamble: 

"Considering that the observance of world children's day should be 
used for. a concrete and effective expression of the support of Governments 
for the :purposes or UNicEF," 

(ii) The addition of the follovring new o:perative paragraph: 

"Requests the Executive Board of UNICEF: 

"(a)_ To consider the possibility of holding ennually1 preferably on 
world cbildren's day, a meeting of Member and non-member States to 
enable each Government to pledge a contribution or to signify its 
intention, of so doing, subject to the approval of its legislative 
authorities, for UNICEF 1s next .budget4rY :perio~; and 

"(b) To proceed to hold such a meeting, if it considers it feasible." 
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TJ:\e repreeentative of Costa RiCa. argued, in favour of his proposs.l.s, 

that t~e financial difficulties· .of UNICEF might be lessened by· a pledging 
' . 

con:rerence similar to the Technical Aesistarice Conferences and that 'such 

action would provide the. UNICEF Executive Board with additional security. 

Some representatives doUbted whether the Costa Rican amendments were 

appropr~ate in the joint draft resolution. 

Afghanistan introduced the following amendments (A/C.3/L.446) to the 

joint dfaft resolution: 

(i) The deletion in the fifth paragraph of the pr~a,nble of the words 

"on the initiative of the· Int.eroational Union for Child Helfare 

in association with tJI[LCEF"; 

(ii) The deletion, in o;perative·para.graph 3, 
. n ·. 

of the words to establish 

children' s, day". 

The representative of France proposed the following amendments to the 

joint 'draft resolution: 

(i) In the fifth paragraph of the preamble, the substitution of the words 

"certain non-governmental organizations" for "the International Union 

for Child Welfare"; . ' 
(ii) The addition in operative paragraph 3 o'f the words "in co-operation 

with UNESCO" after "UNICEF" and the deletion of the words "the 

Se~retary-General in association with". 
' ' 

Th• representative of Australia proposed the following amendments to 

the joint draft resolution: 

(i) Tqe deletion in operative paragraph 3 of the words "and to report 
. " progress to the General Assembly at its tenth session ; · 
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(ii) The addition.of the folloldng operative paragraph: 

"4. Requests the Executive Board of UNICEF to include in ita anni.w.l 
reports a report on progress achieved in accordance \dth the above 
recommendations." · 

The representative of Saudi Arabia proposed the.sUbstitution~ in operative 

paragraph 3 of the joint draft resolution, of "eleventh session" for "tenth 
session". 

The representatives of India and Uruguay accepted tbe amendments propoBed 

orally by tbe representative of Australia and the follomng additional ~a.l 
amendinents to their joint draft resolution: 

(i) 

(11) 

(iii) 

· (iv) 

(v) 

' In the fourth paragraph of the preamble, the addition of ·"social" 

after "c:iVic" (suggested by Uruguay), 

In operative paragraph 1, line 2, the deletion of "shall" after 

"international world children's day" (proy..sed by Sweden). 

In operative paragraph 21 second part1 the substitution of "invites" 

for "urges" (proposed by Saudi Arabia), 

In operative paragraph 31 the deletion of' "to establish children's day" 

(proposed by Afghanistan). 
' \ " In operative paragraph 31 the addition of the words in co-operation 

nth UNESCO" after "UNICEF" (proposed by France). 

The representative of the Secretary-General made ·a statement in favour 

of the elimination, in. operative paragraph 3 of the joint draft resolution, 

of the reference to the Secretary-General. 

The Executive Director of UNICEF said that, if the resolution were adopted, 

he would present it to the Executive :Board and t~t the necessary steps to 

implement it would be taken, The BoarO. woulO. then report on progress achieved 

in its annual reports. 
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Thi CoiDlilittee voted on the joint draft ~·es·:Jlution (A/C.3/L.444) and 
i 

aJnendmet(lts thereto as t'oUm1a: 

(i) The AI"_eniatnn EIJ!WOdmellt (P_fC.5/L.~.:£.) to pa:r:e.g<'aph 5 of the ';>reamble 
I 

· was adopted by 28 vote a to 7, w.!.t.h 18 abstentions. 

As a result of the adoption of the Afghanistan· amendment, no vote ~~s 

taken on the first oral French amendnu:mt ,, 

{ii) The second oral French 81/lendment was adopted by 51 votes to none, ~lith 
' 

2 abstentions. 

As 
1
a result of the adoption of the French Slllc-ndment1 operative paxagra.ph 3 

was re-drafted as follovrs: 

"Requests the Executive· Board of UlUCEF 1 in co-operation ~ri th UNESCO, 

to,ta.ke steps in accordance w:lth this resolution and to include in its 

annual reports a report on t~rogress e.ehieved 1.n accord;mce with the 

above recomme~dations." 

(iii) At the request of the rep;e3entative of Iran, a separate Yote 

was taken on each of the Costa Rican amendments {A/C.3/L.445) to the 

joint draft resolution. 

The firot Costa Rican amendmemi:i ~.·as adopted by 18 'Totes to 13~ with 
' 21 abstentions. 

At 1the request of the representative of Ial:<"1, the words "p:oo:t'erably on 

world c~ildren 1 s day" in the second Costa Rican amenCJmen·t were put to the vote 
' . . 

separat~ly, and were rejected by 19 vote!! to 8, with 23 abstentions. 

Thoo second Costa Rican amendment, as amended, ws rejected by 25 votes .-
to 14, ~jith 14 abstentions. 

(iv): The...:~oint draft resolution as a whole, as amended, wall ap'J;Iroved by 

47 votes to none, with 4 abstentions. 

Fo~wing a discussion, the Committee agreed that the name for the 

childre~ 1 s day in English should be "Universal Children's Day" rather than 

· "International World Children 1 s Day", as it appeared. in t,he ·English version of 

the joint draft resolution. 

The Third Committee accordingly recommends to the General Assembly the 

adoption of resolution III contained in section V below. 
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IV. CONSmER!I.TION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS 
RELATING TO CHA.P'ESR V 

~eom::tendations ·concerning international respeet for the right of peoples and 
nat~ons tO self-determination 

This was the ofll¥ problem mentioned dur:i.tl.g the general debate on ohapter V 

of the Eeonomic and Social Council's report conc~o.c~dng which proposals were 

submitted to the Third Committee. The3 first of' these was a draft resolution 

submitted by A:f'ghsniste.n (A/C.3/L.435/Rev.l) by which the General Assembly, 

. after recalling its previous. resolutions an the question of self-determination, 

noting the recommendations of' the Commission on Human Rights and the action of' 

the Council thereon, and considering that the preparation of' recol!ll!lenda.tions on 

measures for promoting the right of self'-determ::.natian was a matter of iJnmediate 

concern, would (l) request the Commission on Hu::oan Rights to prepare 

recommendations con~ing international respect for the right of peoples and 
' nations to self-determination with a view to their adoption at the next session 

of' the General Assembly; and {2) request the Council to tr~smit these 

recommendations to the Assembly for consideration at that time. 

A r>econd draft resolution. submitted by Egypt, Indonesia, Iraq, Pakistan, 

Saudi Arabia., Sy~ and Yemen (A/C.3/L.437), while similar in most respects to 

the Afghanistan proposal, suggested that the General Assembly should {1) note 

with regret that the Economic and Social Council had rejected the recollllllEindation 

of the Commission on Human Rights; and (2) request that Commission to ·include, 

in its recormnendations concerning interns:tional respect for the right of' peoples 

and nations to self-determination, recommen?ations con~erning their permanent 

sovereignty over their national wealth and resourc"'a. This alternative draft 

resolution was subsequently withdrawn in favour of' an amsndmomt submitted jointly 

by Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rice., Eg;ypt, Greece, J;ra.iti,. Indonesia, Iraq, Lebanon, 

Liberia, Mexico, Pakistan, Phili;ppines, Se.ud.i Ars.bia, Sy;ria and Yeman (A/C.)/L.440) 

to the A:f'ghsnista.n proposal. The amendment specified that the Commission on Human

Rights should include reco'!!Dl!6nda:tions concerning the permanent sovereignty of 

peoples and nations over their natural. wealth and resollt'ces. The representative 

of Afghanistan accepted this joint amsndment as W"ll as a drafting amsncl.mant 

proposed by Ecuador (AjC.3/L.442) 1 and submitted a revised draft resolution 

incorporating these amendments (A/C.3/L:435/Rev.2). 
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 delegations, supporting the draft resolUtion, stated that it was 
I 

.Pure~ procedural. in ebaracte:r, intended primarily to ensure that reC!()IIllllendationa 
of ~ Commission on Human Rights would .be before the General. Assembly at ita 

tenth .j session. Some of these represente.ti vee strongzy cri tieized the Economic 

and Social. Council .for not bav:!,ng transmitted the Commission • s reCQJ!Dllendations 
. . ·! . . ' . I 

to the General. Assembly at its current session. 'rhey e.J.so stressed the importance 
i • 

which 
1
they attached to the economic. aspect of the right of' p1,10plea and nations 

tt1 O!eJ,.i'-determination1 asserting that it must :include Permanent sovereignty over 

naturq-1 wealth and resources. 

· . (ipposing the adoption of the draft resolution, and at the same time supportir 

the a<!tion of the Council, some representatives argued that self-determination 

was a :political principle applicable to whole peoples or nations but n6t a legal 

right ,vested in individnels. While suppor"\'ing this principle as defined in the 

Che.rter 1 they contended that 1 beca.use it was a political principle, neither the 

Ccnmidssion on Human Rights nor the Economic and Social CouncU nor, for that . 

1118;tter, the 'rhird Collll!l1ttee of the OenereJ, .Assembzy was the appropriate organ 

of th4!i United Na.t:I.OM to pre~ara or .consider recommendations on this problem. 

Another view expressed by a. nU!Ilber of delegations was that 1 although they 

suppo:fted. the tundalllental principl!l and would agree With a purely procedural. 

propoae.l along the liiles of that first sub~ttad .by Afgbanisten1 a substantive 

el~t 1le.d beeli prerratllrezy injected :Into the proposal by stating that the . . 

Co!llllli~sion should inclUde reeo!I!!IISTltlations concerning permanent sovereignty over 

natunl.l. wealth and resources. For this reason, they felt it necessary to 

·· stipulate that such rece!I!!I!STltla.tions should have due rep.l:d to "obligations under 

inteniations.l agreements, the principles of interna1;ional J.e.w and the importance 

of an4ouraging international cooperation in the GCm:ICtllic development of under .. 

devel.Qped countries"~ An emendment to this effect was submitte4 Jointzy by 

Brazi~, ~ and the United States of America {A/C.}/L.44l). 
'the amendment was criticized on the grounds that there could be no limitation 

to tlUI principle of self' -determination 1 tha.t it was superfluous, .and that in any 
' 

case, its llll!tm'lng was too vaaue to be COJP.P1"ehended by the Commiss~ on Human 
' 

Right~! 1n preparing its reco!!!!!lBE'da.tions. 
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; The Committee first voted on an amendment by ~ (A/C.3/L.443) to 

t~e first operative paragraph o:f' the first revision of the draft resolutioD 

submitted. by Mgha!listau (A/C.?J/L.435/Rev,l) to replaCe the word "prepare" 

by "complete its". The representative of Ind.!~ ·~xplained that the. purpose · 

o:f the. !lJD.8ndmeJ:lt was simply to take cognizance of the fact that the· Collll!!.iasion 

on HU!II9.tl Rights had already prepared recOI!Imendat.ions on the mtter, The· Indian 

amendment was adopted by 19 votes to 11, with 22· abstentions·. 

A roll-caU vote by diviSion was requested on the Joint erondment s1lbll!itted 

by Brazil, ~ and the United States of' .1\!neriea (A/C ,?JfL.44l). '!'he words 

~obligations Under international ag;reewents 1 the principles of international .laY 

ailli" were rejected by 21 votes to 17, with 14 abstentions. The voting was as 
f'ol.lows: 

In favour: Austrel.ia., BelgiU1ll, Brazil, Canada, China., 
Denmark, France,· Israel, Luxembourg, Netherlands, 
New ZeaJ.and,. Norway, Peru, Sweden, Turkey, 

Against: 

United Kingdol!l of' Great Britain and Northern 
Irelaild, United States of America. 

Afghanistan., Argentina, Bolivia, Byelorussian 
Sqviet: Soci$lis:t :(l.epublic, Cllile, Costs Rica, 
C!!echoslovald.a, Egypt,··oreece,· Haiti, Honduras, 
India, Iraq, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, .Ukrainian Soviet SOcialist Republic, 
Union of' Soviet Socialist Rep1lblic8, Urugua.y, 
Yemen: - · · , ... 

Abstaining: :Burma, Cuba,· Doinican Rep1lblic, Ecuador,. 
Ethiop;La,. Gua.tema;ta, Indonesia, Liberia, 
Mexico 1 Pakistan,· Thailand, Union of South. 
Africa, Venezuela; Yugoslavia. 

The woros "haVing il.ue regard to the importance .. of' encouraging international 

·cooperation in the economic devel.o:pment of under,.!ieveloped countries" were . 

adO:Pted by 2:; votes _to ll,·with 18 abstentions. The voting was as i'o;llows: 

ID fPNrill:r:'< :Belgium, Bolivia, :Bral!il, Canada, ChUa, 
Cb.O:.>'a, Costa Rica, Cuba, Deoma.rk, Egypt, 
Fl:-s:r<oe, Houd'\.lXas, Iarnel, Liberia, Luxe:tubourg, 
N:>t"3rlanC:s, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, 
&·m<.c?n, Turkey 1 United ~g!iom of Great 
Brh;a!Jl and Northeril Ireland, United States 
o:f America. · 
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Against: Afgha;J.istan, Byalorussisn SoViet SoaieJ.ist 
RepubJ.ia, Czechoslova.kia., Greece, Haiti, 
Iraq, Pol..alld, Saudi Arabia., Ul!re.inie.n Soviet 
Soaiallst Republic 1 Union of' Soviet SocieJ.ist 
Republics, Yemen. 

AbstainiDg: Argentina> Australia, Bm"!!lS1 Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Ethiopia., GuatamaJ.a., 
India, Indonesia, MeXico, l?~tan, 
PhUippines 1 Syria 1 Tl:laila.ttdi> Union of 
South Af'rioo, Uruguav, Venezuela, 
Yugoslavia. 

I . , ••• 

Tqrning to the second revision of the draft resol.ution submitted by 

:Afghe.n~stan (A/G.'3/L.435/Rev.2), the Covmrl.ttee ,;oted separately by roll 

call on the words "inaluding reao~ndations coneern~g their permanent 

sovereignty over their na.tural. weeJ.th and resources" in the first operative 

pe.ra.gr8.ph. These words were adoptt::d by }5 votes t~ 14 1 '{i th '3 abstentions • 

The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Af'ghEID.ists:o, Argentina., Bolivia, Burma., 
Bye1orussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Chile, Costa Rica, CUba, Czechoslovakia, 
Dominican Republic 1 Ecuador, Egypt 1 

Ethiopia, G:t-eece, Guatema.le., Haiti, 
Honduras, India., Indonesia., Iraq, 
Israel, Liberia, Mexico, Pakistan 1 

PhUippines 1 Poland,' Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Thailand, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Uaion of Soviet Socialist RepUblics, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia. • 

.1\ga.inst: Australia, BelgiUm, China, Den!I!B.!'k1 France, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway 1 

SWeden, Turkey 1 Union of South Africa., United 
Kingdom of Great Britain end Northern Ireland, 
Uaited States of America •. 

Abstaining: Brazil, Canada, Peru. 

Tbe revised draft resolution as a whole, aa emended 1 was adop·ted by a 

roll;_c$.ll vote of' 3'7 votes to 14, with l abstention. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Argentina., Bolivia, Brazil, Burma., 
Bye1orussian SoViet Socialist Republic., Chile, 
Costa Rica,. Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador; Egypt, Ethiopia., Greece, 
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, India, !ndonesia, Iraq, 
Israel, Liberia, Mexico, Pakistan, Peru, Philippinell, 
Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria., Thailand, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
RepUblics, Uruguey, Venezuela., Yemen, Yugoslavia. 
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Mainst: Austral!a., llelgium, China, Dell!I!Brk, 
France 1 Luxezribou.rg; Nether'l.ands 1 

-New Zealand 1 Nor'!l'a;'l, SWeden; Turkey 1 

-Union of South Africa, United. 
KingdODl of Great Britain end. 
Northern Ireland, United States 
of lllnerica. 

Abstaininga Canada.. 

The Third COIIllllittee ·e.coordingly_recommends to the General Assembly the. 

adoption ·ot drat't resolution IV oonta.illed in section V below. 
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~e Third Committee reeommends to the General AssemblY the adoption of!· 
' 

the i'd~ing resolutions: 

Draft Resolution I 

UNI'l'ED NATIONS NARCOTICS UlllORATORt 

The General Assembly, · .. 

Noting Economic end Social Co1.llleil resolution 548 D (XVIII) 

o)l the subject of .:the ~atabllsl.unent .}:l:f' a United,. Nations Narcotic!! 
L,Q.boratory, 

Having con!lidered the Secretary~General's me:morendU!!l of 

1~ Ootober 1954 (A/0,'5/57}} which sets out; the oomparative cost of 

setting up !IUCh e. laborato:cy et Headquarters end at Geneva, 

!!£:!'i.:;;g; the statement b~ the Secretary-General in· ·the· above 

memorendu:n that he "would. regard it as izl\portent that the 

laboratory should-.e s-i.tuated iU th~ same place.,. and preferably 

in the !IGJUe building, a!l the Division of' Narcotic Drugs· as a 
wjlole", · 

Takiri$ into accoUn.t that, tinder the Secretary-General's 

prop6sals for the reorganization of the Secretariat (A/27,1), 
the Division of Narcotic DrUgs is tq be· transferred to Geneva, 

·'Decides to 'establish a United Nations Narcotics Laboratory 

1'(l Geneva.. 

Draft Resolution II .· 

UNITED NATIONS CH,lJ.DREN'S FUND 

The General Assembly, · 

Recillling that by its resolutign 802 (VIII). of 6 October 1953 

it decided to continue the activities-of the United Nations 

Children's Ftuld Without time-limits, 
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Takipg note of resolution 534 (XVIII} adopted by the Economic 

and Social Council attar consideration of the reports made by the 

Executive Board of UNICEF on tbe work of the Fund, 

Being of the opinion that the work of UNICEF is developing with 

success in the various parts of the world, especially in under

developed areas, 

1. Congratulates tbe United Nations Chi:ldren•s.Fund on its 

work; 

2, Considers that further efforts are desirable to familiarize 

the public with tbe needs of children and with the work of UNICEF; 

3. rzlvites a.ll States Members ana non-members of the United 

Nations to continue their efforts to expena·the resources of 

UNICEF. 

Draft Resolution III 

UNIVERSAL CIDLDREN 'S DIIY 

The General Assembly, 

Considering that the obligations of tbe United Nations to 

succeeding generations can only be fulfilled by increased efforts 

on behalf of the children of the '1orld, Wbo are the citizens of 

tomorrow, and that the world-wide observance of a children's day 

~uld contribute to human solidarity and co-operation between nations, 

Believing that the objectives of the Charter can best be 

realized if they inspire and are shared by the children of the 

world, 

Recalling the increasea interest in the ~rk of and the 

support given to the Unitea Nations Children's Fund and its 

acceptance as an integral part of the United Nations, and that 

various resolutions relating to children Bdo:Pted by the General 

Assembly have shown the Organization's concern for children in 

all parts of the world, 
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Considering the increasing attention given by States and peoples 

to a. better observance of the rights of mothers and children, as w>Jll 

as the action of ciVic, aocia~, professional e.nd cultura.J. institutions, 
" na.tiona.J., international and regione.l, on behaJ.f' of' children, 

Expressing its ~ppreciati?n of the work ~one by governmental and 

voluntary organizations for th3 children of ·t;he world, including the 

observance in a certain number ot countries of a. Uni versa1 Children' a 
D~zy, 

Considering that the observan~G of UniversaJ. Children's Da;y 

sl:lould be used for a. concretl§' and eff'ecti ve expression of the support 

of Governments for the purposes of UNICEF, 

l, Recommends that, with effect from.l956, e. Universa.l Children's 

Day shall be instituted by all countries, to be observed, as e. da;y 

of world-wide fratemi·~y and understanding between children and 

of activity devoted to the promot:0n of' the idea.ls and objectives 

of the Charter and the 1-relfa.re of. the children of the world, and 

to the strengthening and broadening of the efforts .made by the 

United Nations in favour and on behe.lf of all the children of' 

the world; 

2. Suggests to the Governments of all States that Universa1 

Children' a Da;y .be observed on the data and in the wa;y which 

each considers appropriate; 

Also, invites the culturaJ., professional, trade union, workers' 

and sociaJ. welfare organizations, for :men and women, to support 

and co-operate actively in the obaervanee of Universal Children's 

Da;y; 

;. Requests the Executi~e Board of the United Nations Children's 

Fund, in co-operation with the Uaited Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Culture.l Organbation, to ta.ke. stQJ in accordance with the 

present resolution and to include in its annual reports a report 

on progress achieved in accordance with the above recommendations. 
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Draf~ Resoiutioh IV 

ml~QDAI'IONS CONCERNING INTERNATIONAL RESPECT .FOR THE 
RIGHT OF PEOPlES AriD NATIONS TO SEIF_:DE'mRMINATION 

The General AssembJ.y, 

.Recalling its resolutions 6}7 (VII) 1 ·• Gf8 (VII) and 7}8 (VIII), 

Noting the reCODliJl>.nda.tions of. the ciomtn:Lssion on Human llifb.ts · 

to the Economic and Social.CouncU (E/25731 annex IV, dra.t't 

resolution F), 

Noting further resolution 545 G (XVIII) adopted 'by the 

Economic and Social Council, 

Considering that the preparation of recommendations,on 

me.asures .for promoting the right of sel.f'-determination is a 

matter of immediate concern, 

1. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to .complete 

its recommendations concerning international respect for 

the right of peoples and nations to self-determination, 

including recommendations concerning their pel'lll!lllent 

sovereignty over their natural wealth and resources, 

haVing due regard to the i.mportance .of encouraging 

international co-operation in the economic development 

of under-developed countries 1 in order tm,t the General 

Assembly may give them :full and due consideration at its 

next session; 

2. Requests the Economic and Social Council to transmit 

these recol!llllSndations to the GenereJ. Assemb1y for 

consideration at' its next regular ·session. 

-----

 




