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1, By resolution 692}\ (vII). aﬁopteﬂ on’ 18 Decenbery y952 ‘the General Assembly
decided (a). to instrucm the, eéretary-&enenal to pr?pare 2 report | on the practical
eonsequences. of e change in thﬁ opening &ate or regmlar aessions df the General
Assembly from the thiﬂﬁ Tueaﬂat in éeptemher to anopher date earlier or leter in
the year;. snd (b) te ﬁnclude [n thé pr?vislonal aganda of ite eighth sesslon an

, 1tem entitled "Queation of a e} e in ﬁhe opening ﬁate of regular aessions of"
- the General Asaémbly“.$

2, The General Asaembly de¢1ciea at ité A35th plena.riv meeting on ‘17 September 1953

to allocate the item t¢ the Fi{th Committee for conpiﬁeration and ireport. "As -
1 basis for its. reV1ew“of the queation,ithe Fifth cpmmittee hasdl before it & report
i the Secretary-aenerpl (A/éhﬁé), toga#hﬂr with the ?bservations and
recomendstiions of themvimrﬁuc:ommitt e on Admini?tf'ative end Budgetary
" uestions as contained in its entietﬁwrepnrt to tFe eighth session of the
' jeneral. Assembly (A/QEEB) Th se reporﬁs were cena;déred by the Fifth Committee
b ite . LoSth meeting m& 16 Now mber 1953
-3« At the .outset. of %ts ﬁeiiﬁeration$¢ the Committeé took nete - Gf the fedt tbat
;he Becretary-Genersl had maﬁe”no propoéal for & cbﬁn&e in the opening date, nor;
ilad eny delegation preﬂpnted aﬁy auch propnaal or aﬂggestion ﬁuring the current )
rear. It noted also that, for“the reasons stated 1n $tslreport the Advisory |

ommittee recommended ﬁhat thekexilting‘provision c¢mcerning the opening date ef
l -
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regular sessions of the Assenmbly should be maintalned. The Advisory Committee,
however, soégested in its report, although without'making a firm recommendation,
that a deéferment of the opening date, possibly for two weeks, until the first
Tuesday io\bctober:m;ght be congldered, in order to afford‘more time for
preparatory work for the session and, in particular, for the drafting end printimg
of the ammual report of the Economic and Socisl Couneil.

4., In the course of the dimcussion of this metter in the Fifth Committee, B,
\numher of delegations expressed support of the Advisory Committee's suggestion
that regular sessions-of the General Assembly should not open until the first.
Tuesdey in Octcber on the understanding, however, that this would be on an
experimental basis for 1954 and that 1t Would not involve a change, at lzast for

- the time being, in the existing rules of procedure. Other delegetions, while.
recognizing the. advantages of affording rather more time for completion of
preparatory'work,_oonsidered thet theae would be outweighed by the risk of a split
sesgion. The desirability of completing the session in time to allow delegations
to return home for Chriatmas was particulerly stressed.

S It was the opinion of sonme delegations that 1t should not be unduly diffioult,
for the General Assenbly to ccomplete ita work between the Tirst Tuesday in
October and the middle of Decenber, thus allowing for a sesslon of ten weeks.

Thig would be especially o 1f delegations vere to be furnished with better
dooumentation and furnished with such documentation in good tinme. It wes
suggested, moreover, theat deferment of the oPening date by two weeks would tend
to facilitate the attendance of 1mportant government leaders. In the view of
thege delegations, there vas no valid reason Tor assuming that sessions of the.
Assembly should necessarily last three montha, i? delegotions exercised adequate
self-disoipline it should be feasible to begin BessioBS'early in OctOber and to

ad journ in suffioient time to enoble representatives t0 return home before
Christmas. Indoed, a slightly 1ater opening date might prove in itself an
effective means of ensuring that the duration of ordinary sessions was not
unnecessarily prolonged.

6. Btill other dolegations argued that, even if regular sessions were to open

8t a somewhat later date, delegations would not necessarily be in possession of
all relevant documentation, nor were there valid grounds for believing_that
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Main Committees w:mid be'ga. their womk immeﬁiata yll or tha.t theg would work more
‘efficlently and expediti Tsh. No #al:ld cbnc:l tmns, moreove:d‘ could be drawn
from an experiment Which L t'ia:l.c‘l be bae;ed on *the :‘ren‘ce of one session onl].y,
Indeed, the Aaaemblﬁ' hed éx?erimanteq frequentli llﬁ% the past mid should now make
& serious effort to] ’aﬁher? rtrictly 130 its own r\ales of procedure.

7. The representativegl ?:t’ New é.ea].énd end Aust;;:all.ia stated that a session,
commencing in Aprilwwould.’ hﬁ.ve man;yr édvantagea frc*n ‘hhe point of view of their
reapective Governmegts ang would mak i'lt pcssiblé E‘or “bhose counti'ies to pa.:sr their
contributions earl:l.ér in tbg fin&,nci?l year T'he would not, s | however s wish to
press the point although! e#iring toi emp}nasize tﬂnaﬂ: ’che élifficultﬂ.ea mentioned. in
the report of the Slpcretadpyjl-ceneralmnd 'of the Advﬁisory chmittee were by no
means insurmountablf. ;

8. The repreaentaﬂ;ive d? G[raq_ propc;sed, that thé opening da.'be of the ninth,
session should be Qaferraﬁ til the fourth Tﬁeaﬁay in. 'Septemb?r. .

9. The representeTLbive Of ¢Juba hay;l.ng :forma.llyt proi:oﬁed. that ‘the opening d.e.te
of the ninth sessiqp. shoup.dj be defe ed un'bil tﬂb :lrat Tuesday in October pn an
experimentsl basis, j‘ ‘this t::dppoaa;l. waa pmt to 'bhe]q vﬁo'be first and vas rejected ‘ny
25 votes to :Lh wi’qt 8 abpﬂéntions,. The propoqby of Irsq was ] alsa rejec‘béﬂ. by

' 21+ votes to 19, wiﬁ b dbb ntions.‘ . '.i‘he recomxdéﬁdatien of the Advisory Cqmﬁttea
that the existing provisio concernﬁpg the openi,ué date of the’ General Assembiy
should e ma,inta.iné'd was *t en approved. by hr’r voﬁea to none, with one abstenrbion.
10. In consequencé of thie ét‘oregoing; decisions, J'qu Fi:ﬁ:h commﬂ.ttee recommendﬂ to
he General Assem‘o]ﬁy thejadoption a:t* 'l:-he fd}lloxf:ﬁbg_ rﬁsolution

QUESTTON OF A CHANGE IN THE OPENING m { IOF REGULAR sﬁsszoxs oF
| - THE GENERAL ASSEMELY - -

The Gereral Assembly, ;
Noting the report of ﬁhe Sa,cretary-eeneral concerping the! qﬁeation of 'a"
change in the openirng d&'ﬁe [|o:€‘ regulqr aessions cbi‘[the General, LAsaembly (A/2h36)

No ting also the obsamtiom oﬁl' 'bb& Advisoi*ﬂﬂomnittee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions as cénﬂaine& in tL't:BJ, twentie’&hmepor'bto the eighth sess:i.on of .
the General Assembly (A/2S‘:5),

Concurs in th# recciﬁmendation o:f.’ the. Adviaory Committee qn Administratﬁe and
. Budgetary Questions that the ex:ls‘bi:ﬁg provj.aionl'in the rules of procedure
doncerning the ope ing qié:bé of the ‘qeneral Aaaeﬁb}y Bess:l.ons should be mainteined.
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