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':!! Re$r~ of the. Jifl:h Golll1llifee . · 

ReJ~porte~i: ··. Mr;. R•iil>' 1\I'ISGN (Peilt:lista.n) 

·-., ·- . 

1. :By resolut;I.Otl ~Hvu)' J.opt~ oni' i8 Deaembe~:. J.i952, the General. Assembl~ · 

deci!led . (a}_. to ip.strll~~ the ~ebretai-Y:-~~!le~al :to P~f~e a report on ilhe practical 

consequenc!'llll pf, a c4e in·~~~ opeil.;tn~\'~~e of regi(ll.~i sE!ssions ~f tt;he Genera~ ' · 

Assembly from t):l:e th.i~~ Tue~de.~ ill .. Sept,mber to e.no~hf:lr.·de.te ee.rltel' or later ;in 

the year; ,and (b). to i~ncl~~ ~n the pryvisio!lal-aqnaa'of its ei~htb session 9.r.t. 
, item entitl!"Ji "~ueE!t.iofi of a:! c~e).n'~)le opentilg ~~;~.~e ot reguJ.a.J1 ses11ions o:t:' ·: 

iii ' " " O I 

· the Generl!l-1. Ass~mblY~··•i' 

2, .The.Geners.l Assem.\j:).y de,hded at it$.43:5tb pleuF~ meeting on:17 Septelllber: 1953 
• ; ' I· I 1· I I ' :h ' I' ,, - :. 

to allocate ,the ttem tk the ~i~th c~tteEJ:for oon~;l.~erat;ton and report. · As·•. . · 

3. basis for its l'eView!''Of :tM "uest:J:on; i'1ihe Fifth Cl!il!l1llittee had before it $ repbrt 
lj· I II ' ' . I . ' . 

>f the Secret~y-Gene~~l (A/T4$6}, togey~r,Wi~h th~ fbserve.tiops ,~nd 

~ecommendations of the•:·~dvis~t. C~1!llllitt1e on A~mini,'!'fative and :S~dgetai'y 
'uestions e.s containea1:.:tn it$ , ent~etli 1 report to t~e, 11:ighth session of the ... 

· leners.l.Ass~mbl.y (A/~5~~) •.• ~~.ee r~por .. ~!! w~re.cons~d~rE!d ~Y the ~ifth Committ~e' 
4t its .. 4o5th ll)eeting o •. 16 :tl'~v1jmber :l953• ' ' 

>. At the O\l.tse.t· of -~~s di:~ileration~~i tl\11 Commit~~~· tc)ok note ~f the fact tlle.t 
;he Secrete.ry-Geners.l ~ me.~e 

11
no P:t:OPC!Ijal for, e. c~$e in the optjnipg date, nor. 

; : ' , • , , 1 i ~ · ;, : . ', r II I , ' c ' ' 

md any delegation prelll~nted ~e.~y such pl!,bpoee.l or sft~estion dur;i~ the C:'!ll'rent 
. . Jl· .. II . , . . •' .. 

rear, It noted also t1fi"t 1 fqrllthe l'eal!l~!ls •.. stated 1~ .~t~ ,r!!port, t,heAdvillory •• 

~ommittee recommended 1fbs.t tlie 
1
'1existing 1/Pl'o?is:ton e~n!,\erniilg the Cl~~ning date <;>f 

~ ,. , II ' ' II . ' 
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regular sessions of the Assembly should be maintained. The Advisory Committee, . 
however, suggested in its report, although wi~hout making a firm recommendation, 

that a deferment Of the opening date, possibly for two weeks, until the first 

Tuesday iU. October mi~ht be considered, in order to afford. more time for 

preparatory work fer the session and, in particular, for the drafting and printiRg 

of the annual report of the Economic and Social Council• 

4. In the course of the discussion of this matter in the Fifth Committee, a 
\ 
number of delegations expressed support of the Advisory Committee's suggestion 

that regular sessions f?f the General .A!Isemb;Ly should not open tintil thE! first . 

Tuesday in October on the understanding, however, that this would be on I!D 

experimental. basis for 1954 and that it ~ould not involve a change, at least for 

the time being, in the existing rules .of procedure. Other delegations, while. 

recognizing the advantages of affording rather more time for completion of 

preparatory work, considered that these would be outweighed by the risk of a split 

session. The desirability of completing the session in time to allow delegations. 

to return home for Christmas was particularly stressed. 

5. It was the opinion of some delegations that it should not be unduly difficult. 

for the General Assembly to complete its work between the first Tuesday in 

October and the middle of December, thus allowing for a session of ten weeks. 

This would be especially so if delegations were to be furnished with better 

documentation and furnished with such documentation in good time. It .was 

suggested, moreover, that ~ferment of the opening date by two weeks would tend 

to facilitate the attendance of important government leaders. In the view of 

these· delegations, there· was no valid reason for assuming that sessions of the. 

Assembly should necessarily last three months; if delegations exercised adequate 

self-discipline it should be. feasible to begin sessions ~arly in October and to 

adjourn in sufficient time to enable representatives to return home before 

Christmas• Indeed, a slightly later opening date might prove in itself an 

effective means of ensuring that the duration of ordinary sessions was not 

unnecessarily prolonged. 

6. Still other delegations argued that, even if regular sessions were to open 

at a somewhat later date, del~gations would t~ot necessarily be in possession of 

all relevant documentation, nor were there valid grounds for believing that 
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Main C01lllll'ittees wou)ii·: .. i·d be1nlithe~ 'il~.r.k :J..·.mme!•.aie.tEi~.· .:Y'f•: or. th.· at .the~.~ would work ~.ore 
efficiently and e~!ditiorwY· ~o :1alid concl1~~~~ ~oreoVeJ,' 1 could be d:!'awn 

from an experiment ~llicll; ~o]fd b~ b~ed on 
1

the E!~b:j.e~ce of one session o~y, 
Indeed, the Aasemblf ~d ~,eriment~1 frequ~~tl~~~.·~~ past Md.~bould now, make 

e. Serious effort to!:,!adher~ wtriotly 1:0 its :own r)P-~S o:li' proced'll"e,. • 

7. The representl'/.ihve~ .ofi[New ~ai.na. ,rand Austta~ia stated tlkt a. session, 
I! 'I ., ,_ '. ,, ' ' ' 'I '. ,, 

commencing in A'pril!i ~auld: hjiive many, advantages fto~ the point @f view of their 

res'(lectire Gavernmerts a~f*ouidi·ma~tr it possibl~ !f'or' ~hose ooftio;es to par their 

contributions esrl~F in:.~~ financ~l ~far. . T~e~ rauld not, however, wish to 

press the '(loint al:t~J:I.ough ~efiring tiD i ellll,l1;!asize t~a!l; t~ diffictUt:l.e~ mentio!J-ed in 

the repo'z.t of the s!~cret~Yi~General i ik,d of the Ab.v:\t.s6r; Conimit'tee were by no 
Iii 

means insurmountab1~. , 

8. . The represent~~ive df fraq ~roJ;I~IIIed. that th~ iopeni,ng dai;e i of the nint~: 
session should be ~J7ferr.elll ~til: the:' fo~th Tues;d&y ;).n •Septemb~r. . 

. I, ,' 1- . . :•. . . jl ,· j ' , !: - !!' ' 
9. The represent,~ive of ~uba<ba]1ng formall:vt: ifoPosed that

1

,the opening ,de.te 

of the ninth sessi9~ shoujl.~i be d~feffed untii .t~r• ;fir~;, Tuesda¥ i'll october ,!ln an 

experimental basis1!ithis 'P4f>pose.;t. w!l;!J p*t ~o. t~! "Vtote first an~ was rejected by 

, 25 votes to ;L4, wi~~ 8 a~p~fnti~~·· ~he propo~~ of traq was: also reject~d by 
24 votes to 19, wiijh 4 abb.,ntions. 'l'lle recomujs~datien of th~ J!,dvisory Cq!Olllittee 

that the existillg *Qvis:I.H cono~r~p~ the open~~ ~t~ of the General Ass~k'bl.y 
should be main1;Bin~~ was .~,~n ap,\)rov~d ~Y 47 va'E! to. none, with one abste~timl. 

10. In conse<luenc~ oft~ l!fore~¢i~;deqis:!,ons, :ft~e Fifth Commjl.t~ee recomm~ds to 
' : I ' ~ ' f ' II : i I ' ' ' I " I ·, ' : ' _: ' : ' ' 

he General Assemb~f the .~~pptioh o~ the f¢llow~M l'~S~lution:! 

QUESTION q:F A citufGE m 'l'BEj;. o oPP:!tN···. rr:t.G DA.~' !oF :ruoo.· TJlJ\R s~IoNS.o:F .. . . ~--l)L ~SE\'!1)J:;t . . . 

~e General M!em'bl~, \1 

Noting the re~ort of ~he S~cre,~~ry-GeP.eral ~·~QncE!r;:ting the: qtiestion of ''a 
~_!T ' . i'· i! I ' i' '· ': i' • :· '' : I : ·: !: ·: : ' ·] 

change in the opentps da'l!e liaf reguJ; .. S!>SS:!,ons Atith:e General~Aaflembly (A/~436); 

Noting,gs.£ t#~ ab$~~tio:ris ~~. t~ A9-vts~t[Cq'mm;J.ttee o~ Administrative and 
: i I I I I! ' I I ' ~ ' : I ' I ' : : ! .. 

Budgetary Que11ti, 4: as c~n~aine~ in ,:ttS', twentie'1!hl'r~portto thE! e~ghth aess~O:IJ- of 
the General Assemb;l.l'f (A/~5~~); 

Concurs .in th' recolim~na.e.t~on Jr tile Advis4rr Coinmittee qp. Administrative .and 
. Budgetary Questions: that •t~e ex:Lsti~g pj:ov.~sionhn tlie rules d;f.' procedure ' 

concerning the ope!tns i!rl.t~ of the iqener~al, Assetliti}y ,sessions should be maintained. 
:! ! ~[ I ----- :J 0 ' ' 

• 




