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1. At·the :573rd: pl~nary meetinlg ~:1<4 on 4 February, 1952, the GetJ.eral AsiJembly 

at its sixth session decided that :t.t Jhauld eX(il.m'M ibe i;bem "M.easilres' to•liDlit ·
- . . ' - ' ' 

the . duration of ~egu:).ar I!Sssions of i'$e Qenersi Mse~bly''. 'l'he same deci.~iozt 
I , • • i ' ' ' ~ ' , • 

req\lested the Secr':!iarJr-General, .in opnauJ.tation :with States Memb<!rs and :t;he 
. '\ ' ' ' ., ' 

Advisory· C<llnjnittee on Administrative 'end BudgEttary Questions, to prepare a 
working paper on the subject :wi'tih aJPropriate oonrmen~s and recomlliendations. 

2. The Secretary..Qe~e~iU t s memor~~um=w -was examine~ by the Genei,;;,al As~e~bly 
at its seventh session. ·By resolution 689 A ('hi) ot 21 December. 1952, tjle 

Assembly establiShed a Special qommi~tee of fifteen members to consider'the 
' . . ' ', ·. : ' ' .; . . . . .i 

Secretary-General's memorandum l).nd ~ other infoi'lllB:t:!.on communiqated to i,t 
' I .: " 

by Nember States and to submit :j,ts recOllilllBnd'at;ions to the General Assembl~. .. 'l'he 

Secretary..Qeneral was requestedlto t~Smit the l)peci.al Committe~•s repo~t to 
. . . , , I• ' - " 

Member States for comment and t<i> inbl.ud.e the item i:ti the provisional ager)da of 
' - .. ' ,· : ' . ' '. " : :: 

the eighth session of the Gen~::rljll A$$~m'l;l1y. , 
' I . , , :: 

3. 'l'he session of the _Speciali Col!lj)l:J;ttee .on Nea.sul:e,s to Limit the Durat~on of 

Regul.ar Sess.iona. pi' the General,As~1y opened 'on >i5 May and coJltc1uded. dn' 
' . ' : ·, ' . :._ ! 

22 J1,llle 1953. 'l'he results_ of ita '~<Q1"k1 . in the cours,e of whiah the Committee. 

exand.ned ~ach section of the Se¢reta.ty~Genera1•s ine~orand.Ull! and '!the obae~at:tons 

~1 ·Aasembl s:i:xth Session ',Annexes agenda 
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and·suggestions submitted by the governments of various States Members, are 

recorded, in a report wich the Commit·cee has _submitted to the General Assembly 

(A/2402). The report includes general remarks on the problem WhiCh the Committee 

was appointed to examine, and its observations and. conclusions on (a) the agenda 

of Assembly sessions; (b) the consideration by the Assembly of reports of the 

Councils; ·(c) the scope of proposals made in the Committees; (d) the conduct 

of debates in the Committees; (e) measures to limit these debates; (:f') points 

of order; (g) the consideration of items in plenary meetings and between sessions; 

(h) the scheduling of meetings, and (i) the question of the participation o:f the 

Chairman of the Ad Hoc Political Committee in the work of the General Committee. 

The Committee pointed out that the question o:f'·the methods of work of the 

General Assembly should be' kept under review in the light o:f' the changing needs 

and new requirements of the Assembly, and recommended that an outline. of the 

practices advocated ~ its report should be included in a. consolidated annex to 

the rules of procedure in or.der to facilitate and encourage· the observance of 

such practices ·in the future. 

4, The Special Committe endorsed only two of the amendments t6 the rules of 

procedure proposed by the Secretary-General in his memorandum (A/2206): the 

amendment to rules 73 and 113 which provided that .in addition to .the proposer of 

a motion to limit the time allowed to each speaker, two representatives only 

might speak·in favour of the motion and two against it, and the amendment to 

rule 38 wich included among the members: of the General Committee the Ch~irman 

of the Ad Hoc Political Committee when one was established by the General Assembly. 

5. At its 435th plenary meeting held on 17 September 1953 the General Assembly 

decided, upon the recommendation of the General Committee, to include the item 

"Measures· to limit the duration of regular sessions o:f the General Assembly: 

report of the Special Committee'' in the. agenda of. its eighth session and to refer 

the item to the Sixth Committee :for consideration. 

6, The Sixth Committee considered the item from its 360th mee.ting, held on 

25 September 1953, to its 366th meeting, ·bald on 6 October 1953, 
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.7. The Comm.i ttee •.s discu6si"*s w~~e '~lased on _the ~Speci_al Committee is ieport 
I I . ' 

and a draft resolution submitt$d bf•:Nor:wa.y (A/9.6/L-.292). The draft. resolution 
' . 

adopting the Special Comm.itteeTs QPI!lClas:tons, stated in its preamble th~t the 

General Assembly, having consi.!j.ereill'-the ~epo~ ·of' the Special Committee,i 
. . i ' ' .• 

recognized the importance- of a\'(O'jjl ~~ 1fle~.sures to l_:imi t the. dur!l-tion of' !its 

regula_r sessions without restr:l.ct~ the. ~ight of ~mbers to speak ~ull:lf and 

freely, Paragraph 1 of the o~ra'::tl,ve _ll:ll't_·a!ll$nded rule 38 and paragrapJi 2 
' ' 'I ' , ' , I .0 

amended rules 73 and .113 of the ru;).i!!$ of ~cedt.ll'e iin the manner proposed by 
• " I I ,!. , ·. . . ;, - : 

the Special Colll!llittee. ParacrtPh ~-~1-*P~sed that the Assembly should decide to 
, , , , I ' 

annex to its rules ·of pl·oced\lZ'til anll op:ti:tne of the pl:-actices recommended by . 
• I ' ' '! 

the Special C<..;;mittee in its r')iporil;.ii in or.der to _:ra:cilitate and en~our~e the 

observance of' such practices ilil th$ i. future. :Paragraph 4 requested the ,; 

Secretary·General to consider the ql\testion of conao~idating the ;new annex and 
I , . ' 

existing annexes to :the rules <Pf Pt?c~d.ure, and, if'; such consolildation were 

considered advantageous, to pulPlish•'a .~ew edition cif t)le rules C!f' proce~ure of 

t)le Genera],. Assembly containin¢; th¢ol' cq11soJ,ide(tE:d annex. 

8. A revision of this draft :t-esoij.~ti0n (Ajc.6jL,292/Rev,l) which was ~ubmitted 
, , I· . ' , ' 

by Norway annexed to the abovetme::~rl;ioiled p;ro"<J!isions' of' the draft resolu~ion a 

number of extracts .from the Sl?¢ci~·:.coi!mdtteeta, rep:ort which, if adopted, w;ere 
' ' ' ' ' - ·. ' ,;. 

to constitute a ne~• anbex to tlle r\:LJ,.es: of procedure' of the General Asser~bly, 

9, The folloWing amendments -loere11 ~ubmitted to tlia ·committee: 

(a) an amendnlent submitt~d by::;:,r!l.Zu and France (J../0 .• 6/~.293) proposed: 
'· ' ' ' ' ,. . ' 

( i) to replace the preamb:).e of tijt$ Norwegian draft resol~tion by a ,1sim;ple 

reference to General Assembly :r~solution 689 (VII) and to the repo11t of 

the Special Commi~tee; (if} !!;~-insert in the 'operative part a paragraph 1 
' I , ' ' • , • • ~ 

in 'Whicl1 the General- Asse!\lbl~"' we>ul<l take note o;f the Special Committee! s .. 
, , ; , , ·. I 

report; and (iii) to del$ta :Pfr8.oaraphs _3 and -4, 

(b) a United Kingd0111 ame~dnle:h~ (Ajc.6/L.295) amendillg the ;second sentence 
., 

of' rule 39 of the rules of pr1;leedure so aa to make it clear that, as in 
' t ' ' :, 

the case of cllairmen of Mil-in C@mmi-ttees, the Chairman of the Ad Hoc 

Pol:l.t.:tca.l Comml.ttee would~ ini ()sse of absence, designate tlie Vice-Chairman 
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of .the Cpnunittee as his substitute~ The amendment. also proposed that. 

in coDformity with the revision of rule 2 of the rules of procedure 

adopted by the General Assembly at it!> .se7enth session, the .-ords 

"the target date for the closing of the ses~ion fixed by the General 

Assel!lbly on the reco11Qendat:1<;n of the General Committee" in rule 98 

of the rules of procedure should be replaced. by the words "the closing 

date, for the sess:!.on fixe.d b~ tl;le .General Assembly on the recommendation 

of the General Committee". 

(c) an amendment submitted by Ecue.d.or and Guatemala (A/C.6/L.296) to 

the Franco-Brazilian ·amendment, Which proposed the deletion not only 

of paragraphs ' and 4 of the Norweeh:n draft. resolution but eiso of 

paragraph 21 and thus the retention of rules 73, and ll3 of the rules of 

procedure of the Assembly in their prese~t form. 

10, In the course of the general debate, those ::epresentatives who in general, 
' . 

supported the Special Committee's conclusions stressed the moderate character 

of the r;olutions proposed an.d expressed t::te belief that they would not.· restrict 

the right of fre~ discussion, The proposed annex to the rules of procedure 

·would not be 'Pin~ng,. but would, like the existing annex~s, serve as a useful 

guide to the cha:ir:men of meetings and to delesations. Certain representatives 

pointed out. that the excer;sive length of sessions imposed heavy financial 

burdens on their governments and rai11ed probleme with regard to the COIIIPosition 

of their dEllegations. It was diffict:lt for many representatives cf States 

Members. to spend long periods abroae. without seriously neglecting their duties 

at. home, 

ll. Other representatives e~ressed their opposition to any measure which might 

in any Wfi.Y restrict the freedom of speech which should prevail in the General 

Assembly as a ·world forum. In their view, whatever disadvantages might result 

from the sometimes excessive length of discussions, there should be no 

iiiiPairment.of the absolute right of each State Member to speak·in any debate 

and no limit s!:loul~ be set. on the speeches of their rep;t<esentatives, beyond 

that of reasonable length, According to these representatives, the provisions 
' . . 
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cf ,th·. e ru1. as. as.·. they st.~oo. ma···deri:.·~t. ~. ~s. "'.·. tbl.e ~o •• avoi9'·'· ·.'.any !3er. ious • .. ~os's. of.: time .• 
The. problem of iJhe duraiion lqf e . ~i< A!!setrlbly sesSions was a.ue; not to,i, 

' ' • ' - . ~I .. ' . ! ' ' i ' ' ii !' ~. 

tectiDical causes, b~;tt t9 the na.~ i ~;t'1 fhe q~estion; on 'thE! Aase~bly's a*e:de.. 

and .to the general po~iticaJ. a'tos~~rr~! .in "Wbi~ it,:worked, Some repres~n~at:cves 
pointed out .. thai; th~re ,l>fas a t\1:o~~fte.~ dii'fel·~nae :bet1·reen the !rocee~s :of 

the Assembly .end those .of natio».al ~~~:;-l:i!llllents,, Th'l! General Ass~mbly wa~ · . 

essentially a delib$rati're body~ a~~i Was ~ot hblnoge!il6ua; .its me1flbers we*e J:+Ot 
' . : I: . II !!' 'I . ' ,. -I,, . ·. ' 'II. ' 

representatives of organized .pali-tiEi:s:~. gir"ou;ped iJ?. a l))ajority and e. minority, · 

but representatives of 'sovereisb a1~'\~~ual states e~titled to ex:J?res~ ant d~fend 
their opinions acco:tding to the!;t;r:- q~ conce:pt.ious of· internation!ll inter~st .:.eJid 

. the safeguarding oi ,their rigb.t1s; ~~ 'the Gimer8J. A~~embly a maj6rity us~al:J;jr . 
' ; I ' • I '' II 1,, . ; • I • '! ' " . 

fol'l!led in. the cours~ ot discussilf.on~ th~p. the :-arioUb she.d.es qf o~inton h~~ ~en 
eJqJressed, 1 

, ·. J ':·' ' : · . • :, • ; · 
12, ,· Several re!1l'esente.tiws sp6ke··:~inst 'the prop~f!al to annex'. extract~ ' 

froll! the Special Committee's re!.Po:M1 ':t?.!the :'Ul.i!s ot:proaedure pf. the Ass~mb~y. 
They eXpressed the ~ev, that i ~ woJJ# ~e prei'~rable •'• for the Assetn'bly no~ 1 ! ,to .. 

take a de~isio~ o~ tr:a !substan~e o~ :~~.; Specie;~ Gormtittee•s recolllmendati~ns~ 
Tlie !'rop:tem whicll bi,.d ~en ret~rre4 :~o the Collll!littel! vas still fluid; i'f; 1~as · 

' . . ; ._, 1'-: '. . ' · ·1 . ·: ' 

liable to mod.U:icS:~:j,on at .a la~~r 4e\Fe. 
1
ena it ought ito be kept +der ~e-Vf~~·· . 

The Gommi ttee 1 s recommendation~ c<i~F n;ot. th~refore .; constitute a: final, sflu~ion. 
Moreover, the proposed annex,wquld:~~VE!i no le¢al va;tue, !>inca it .would ~ot •. . 

be. Oinding, it WOuld. serve lit*e #Pd,se' and ~t:become a 60U):"Ce of afbiguity, 

13, ·.With particulll:f reference !rotr ~reposed. &men~ent to rule~ 73 an~; 113, 
certain representatives· pointed. ou111 '•'i:l:ia;t therE~ was a difference bet;reen the •· 

• ' : . ' ' i I I ' ' ' : ' ' ' ' ' ' .. ~ : . L I ' ' : ' 

:proVisions of this 3:-u:Le and thdae M{t~ othE!~ f.ulel!nlhich.l:tmited the n~~r 
of s~ea.kers ;in debates. on procdiiur~1 'motions~ ·. They' considered. that thes~ ' 

. . I .. j .··•· " ••. . ·. •• . , _;. 

tvo·~rovisions applied, only whEj~ rre·,qiacu6sions h~ already, taken !'lac~, ' 

whereas if tb,e .propqsed e.men~ts !'l;p 1;1U].es 7' eJid +J-3 1rere ado:p'~-.ed, del$gations 
'. i' .'II 1,;1 -!. .; , , .: , ' _: '· 

might be deprived of any opportilni~;i1 • o~ eJqJressing ):heir views, ; It was ii'J_so 

noted that the. p:roposed .amen4t ~Jlh.dwled thr~e per~ons to speak' in favo~ 6f 

a motion to limit the time alldwed.·i~ilp· ~'j;leeches ;md ·~~two spea)!:ers to ': 
s~ak against. . ,!i.. ;;i.1!~ !. ::' \ · ·f 1: . · :: .. 
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14. 'The delegations supporting the alllendment eonsidered. that t~e distinction 

draw with -regard to other procedur.al, motions. limiting the number of speakers 

we.s too fine to justify its rejection. They declared that it would be absurd 

if it were made possible to discuss without any1~t a motion to limit the 

time allowed to speakers. The present provisions .of rules 76 and 116 were, they 

thought, more restrictive than those :P:'oposed for rules 73 and 113. 

15. Some representatives, 'While supporting .the amendment to rule )8 proposed 

by the Special Committee, expressed the WiSh that the legal status of the 

Ad Hoc PoJ,itieal C=ittee shouJ.d be. definitively fixed upon a basis of complete 
' . ~ . 

equality W:!. th the :!l!.ain COimlllllttees or the AssembJ.y. _ 

16. After the conelusion of the gen~ral'debate on tne Special Committee>s 

report and the Norwegiar: drat".; resoluti_on and the a.t!lendments proposed to it, 

the Six:th Committee proceeded to a vote. The resuJ.ts of the vote were as 

fo,llows: 

17. Voting e.ection by section on the amendment eubl:litteii by Ecuador and 

Guatemala to the Franeo-:BrazU::.an a:mend:ment (see ·:paragraph 9( c) above), the 

Coomittee adopted by 24 votes to 21, tfith 3 abstentions, that part of the 

amendment ;tmich :proposed the deletion of parabtraph 2 of tne Horwegian draft-. 

resolution. 
' 

The part of the amendment whic:1 propose(!, the deletion of para:;raph 3 we.s 

adopted by 32 votes to 13, with 4 abstentions. ' 

'Ihe part of the amendment 'Which propose!]. the deletion of paragraph · 4 we.s 

a<],opted by 31 votes to 6, v:ith 8 abstentions. 

18. The amendment aubmi_tted by :Brazil and France (see paragraph 9(a) above) 

was then put to the vote. The .amendment calling for the replacement of the 
! 

~reamble in -the Norwegian draft resolution by the preamble prppsed by the two 

delegations was adopted. by 36 votes to 10 with one abstention. 

The amendment prc?Osing the insertion of a new paragraph 1 1n·the operatiVe 

part o:t' the resolution was adopted by 45 votes to- one, with one -abstention, 
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:i '·. 

-·· 

19·. Paragraph 1 of the operaJ;tve ·~~~~ of the N'orw¢l(;l'ie.n draft' resolutiOJil W.s 
. ' ' . I 1: ,: ' ' \ •1 . ' ,I " . 

th!'ln ado:pted by 32 • votes to .n~e 1 ,~th: 17 ab~tentions, . · •.• , . 
20, The United Kingdom aniendl$nt llcsee, pe.re.gl;'e.ph 9(b) above) re:).ating to 

rule 39: of ,thEi riles df .procefre ~~s !2.dopted 'llY 31. votes to none, With'! 18 
abstentl.ons, ,..,,: .. 

. . : !· il::l, I' . 
~1. The Norwegian draft resolf\J:tii~l as ,e. 'llhole i as ; so ·amended 1 We.s adppi;ed · 

by 44 votes to none, w:!.th 2 .e.~ateqil~ons, . 

22., The S:txth Committee e.cco~din~Jf ~COilllllends 
adopt the folloWine resolution(: '' l! · 

' 
' .i 

that the General Assembly 
• '! 

I !i,l\t·, ,., 
I. !,. ~' • .. ",_ . 

. · ; ~ .I " : : : , , 1 _ ' ! ' 

MEASUREs TO LIMIT T!l1il D~ON ~·'ltEGULIIB SESSIOJ:l'S OF T!l1il GENERAL ASsll:MBLY 
. . . ,:, . li-:I .... :· ,,· ';, :, :r- : 

I ·- - i ·, " 

The General AssembJ;y, ,,·+ · '· . . : 
~ving rega.rd · to General :r.s.~~ reso:w.t:i.on E89 (VII) , 

HaVing regard to the repoi-t ~~~ t~e Special Coliimittee on Measures to 

Li.mit the Duration, of Regular .~es~i,cins of the General ~sembl.y (A/2402) ~ 
L Takes note of the allova~ntiioned report~· ! . 

2. (a) .Ainends rW' 38 ibf. ~'bf ~s ot ~roci[dure to read e.s foll~ws; 
"The ~~eral. do!imlittee she.J.l co!IIPrise the President'i of 

the ~eraJ. Assi~f:~ who sb.a.JJ. pre~ ide 1 the seven Vice- i 
Presidents, the c!ui!i- of tll<e six•MaJ.n 'coliimittees and ~he . 

I I ',, : . . ' I " 

Cha.irma.l:l. of th~ £;i!..'~c Political. Co~ttee when one is :! ·· 

.established.. •No WP lllembers of the Genera..il Cominittee sha.ll 
, '• I_ .• : i:'' ·. . :. .'' , 
be members of ~he ill~· d.elegation, $nd it shall be so 

oo~o;tituted as :to ~~ure its repres¢ntative chs.r~cter •. : 
; ' I ' - ' ; : ' i ' ' ' ~ ' ' ~ I . 

Chairmen of otJ::fer doWttees ilpon wjUch all Members have:: the 

right to be re¥eseJnte4 and whi~h are establishe\\ by th~i . 
' I ' I ' I : ' ' ' ~ : - ' ' I 

.General AssellibJI;y tCI! •;me<lt during the: session, sha;ll. be en~itled 
' ' -:' I· ·. _. ' . ,, -: I 

to $ttend meetina;a :d!e the General. Cbliimittee and. \:nay :participate 
, , •', ·.-' , " ,I 

Without vote ul. tM la:t~cussio:t~s,"; .• 
. '. ; : .: !; ,. : ~ ' ': ' -

(b) Amends. the secCI!nd $~ntence of rille 39 of its r~es of :p~ocedure 
. . i : ' . • ! 

to read e.s follows:;, .. 

-' 

"A Chairnlim of,! a Main cotinn1 ttee or of the Ad Hoc 
I' , I,'' , • ' :,1 '-r-- -

Political. .CoDIIllittel!.; shl$l.ll, in· case :o:t absence, d.esignate 
I 'I < ,'• I' ' 'i 

. the Viqe-Chairlnan pf tile Coliimittee !as his substttute" i 
'' !, 1 
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;. Amends rule 98 of its rules of :PJrooedUl'e to read es folloWs: 

"Each Main Committee, taking into account the closing 

date for the session fiXed by the General AssSilib~ on the 

recommendation of the. General COlmllittee 1 shall adopt its 
. . ) . 

own priorities and meet as ~ be necessari to complete 

the consideration of the 1te. referred to it." 

....... 




