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1, At the 3735rd plenary meeting hﬁl.;i on 4 Fe'bmary 1952 the General Aspembly
at i'bs sixth sessgion declded that :Ha. ﬁhwlﬂ. ewm ‘the Lltem “Measures 'bo 1dmds
the duration of reguiar sessiona of. 'bha Genera;l. Assein’bly’ ‘Ihe same decision
requested the Secretm'y-eeneral An, qonaultation w:t:bh States Members and the
hdvisory Comnittee on Adnﬂnistrdtive and Budgetary Questions, to prepare &
Working peper ‘on the’ sub.ject with a.ppbopria.te conmen'bs and recommenda.tions.

2, The Secretary-{}eneralts memormdm/ was examined. by the Genera.l Assembly

at ibs seventh séssion, -By res¢1utiqn 689 A (V11) of 21 Decerber 1952, the ‘
Assembly established a Spec:,al Gonmittee of fifteen mamhers o consider “the
Secrete.ry—(}eneral's memorandmn a.nd day ether informa‘tion conmunicated to 1%

by Menber States and to submit its t'é:conmenﬁ'aﬁ;lons to the General Assembljy The
Secretary-{}aneral Wwes requested.l'ho tmnsmit 'hhe Spech.al 00mittee's raport *to
Memher States for coment and, td: ind:lude the item :m the provisional agenda of
the eighth session of the General Assembly. ‘ :

3. * The session of 'bhe SpeciallComittee on Measures to Limit the Dura.tiron of
Regular Sessions, of ‘the Geneml Assémfnly opened ‘on’ 25 May and coﬁcludeﬁ. an

22 June 1953, 'Ihe results of ibs vierle, in the course of which the Committee |
exemined es.ch section of' the Seéretﬁry—ﬁeneral’s memoran&um and 'the o‘nserva‘a:i.ons '

__/ See Officlal Records of the General Assem’o ¥a Sixth Session, Annexes agenda
item 50, documsnt A/22C6. q : ‘ |
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and - suggestions submitted by the govermments of veriocus States Members, are
recorded in a reporu which the Committee has submitted to the General Assembly
(A/2h02) The rsport includes general remerks on the problen which the Committee
wasg appointed to examine, and its observations and conclusions on (a) the agénda
of Assembly sessions; (b) the considerstion by the Assembly of reports of ‘the
Councils; “(c) the séope of proposals made in the Committees; (d) the conduct

of debates in the Committees; (e) measures to limit these debates; tf) points
of order; (g) the consideration of items in plenary méetiﬁgs end betwsen sessilons;
() the scheduling of meetings, and (1) the questidn of the participation of the
Chairman of the Ad Hoe Political Committee in the work of the General Commiftee.
The Committee pointed out that the question of the methods of work of the )
General Assembly.should be kept under review in the 1light of the changing needs
and new requirements of the Assembly, and recommended that an outline of the
practices advoceted in its report should be included in a consolidated annex to
the rules of pfocedure in order to facilitate and encourage- the cbservance of
such practices in the future,

L, ihe Special Cammitte endorsed only two of the s.mendzﬁents to the .rulers of
procedure proposed by the Secretary-General in his memorandum {A/2206): the
anunﬂment to rules 73 and 113 which provided that in addition to the proposer of
& motion to limit the time allowed to each spesker , two representatives only ]
might speak‘- in fevour of the motion e.nd. two ageinst it, and the emendment +o

rule 38 which included emong the members of the .General Committee the Ché,irma.n
of the Ad Hoe Political Committee when ohe was established by the General‘ Agsembly,
5. A%t its 435th plenary meeting held on 17 September 1953 the General Assembly
decided, upon the recommendation of the General Committee, to include the item
"Measures’ to Iimit the duration of regular sessions of the General Assembly:
report of the Special Committee" in the agenda of its eighth session and to refer
the item to the Sixth Committee for consideration, _

6. The Sixth Committee considered the item from its 360th meeting, held on

25 Septémber 1953, to its 366th mesting, held on 6 October 1953,
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T. The Committee's discussimLB wére ‘based on the Special Commi'btee's report
and a draft resolution submittéﬂ b&HNorway (Af¢.6/1.292). The draft. reaolutlon
adopting the Special Comittee#s cbnclusians, stateﬂ in its preemble that the
General Assembly, having conaiéere& ‘the repcrt of ths Special Committee:
recoguized ‘the importance of aﬁopu¢qg meusures to- limit the duration of;its
regular sessions without restrieti#g the right of‘Mbmbers to speak fully and
freely. Paragraph 1 of the opgra mve part amanded rule 38 end paragraph 2
emended rules 73 and 115 of tha ru}as Q* prpcedure in the menner proposed by
the Special Committee. Parsg ¢@h ﬁ 1r¢pwueﬁ that the Assembly shoul& decide to
ennex to its rules of p acedure anﬂautline of the practices recommended by
the Special Cuomittee in 1ts rgporm‘ in ordﬁr to facilitate and encourage the
observance of such practices in thefuture, Paragraph Iy requested the @
SecretarybGeneral to consider the guestion of nonsnildating the new annex and
existing annexes to the rules oL procednre, and if such consolidation were
considered advantageous to pu%Widh X- new edition of the rules of procedure of
the General Asgenmbly - containing ta$ cqnsolldated annex,
8. A revieion of this draft reso:mtion (A/C 6/L.292/Bev..1) Which was Subm:l:tted
by Norway ammexed to the above+mentioned provisiona of the draft resolution 23
number of extracts £rom ‘the qp$cia1 Ccmmittee’s report which, if adopted vers
. to congtlitute a new anhex to the rules of yrocedura of the General Asseﬁbly.
9. The following a.mendments werev submitted to the Committee:, ; ]
(a) en smendment submttéa. by Srezil end France (£/C.6/L. 295) proposed*
(1) %o replace the preamble or tné Norwegian draft resolution by a simple
reference to General ussemblv resolution 689 (VII) and to the report of
‘the Bpecial Committee' ’ii) tm insert in ‘the oper&tlve part a2 paragraph i}
in vhich the Genaral.AsseﬁblyﬂW@u*u take note of ‘the Special cOmmitteefs“
report; and (iii) to deléte p&ragraphs 3 and h ;
(b) =a United Kingdom amenﬁment ‘A/C.6/L 295) amending the ,second sentence
of rule 39 of the rules of prbcednre BO as to make it clear that, as in
the case of chairmen of Mé.in Committees, the Ohairma.n of 'the Ad Hog Hoc
Politlecal Committse would} in'aase of ﬁbsence designaze the Vice-Chairman
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of 'the Conmittee as his subs‘biﬁute. The amenament also proposed that
in conformity with the revision of rule 2 of the rules of procedure
adopted by the General Jli*ussem'l:nl;gr at 1ts se renth session, the words
“the target date for the closing of the session Tixed by the General
As’sémbly on the recomendaticn of the Genersl Commitiee" in rule 98
" of the rules of procednra should ba replaced by the words "the closing
déate for the session fixed by the Genera,l Assembly on the recommendation
of the General Committee", S
(c) an amendment submitted by Beuedor ‘end Guatemala (a/ 0.6}' L.296) to
the Franco-Brazilian emendment, which proposed the deletion not only
of peragrephs 3 and 4 of the Norwerisn draft resolutlon but elso of
_paragraph 2, snd thus the retention of rules 73 and 113 of the rules of
. procedure of the Assembly in their present form.

10, Im 't?ie course of the geuersl deba.'be s those representatives who in general,
supported the Speclal Committee's conclusions stressed the moderate character
of the so:l.u'tioné_ proposed and expressed the belief that they would not: restriect
the right of free discussion, The proposed annex to the rules of procedure
would not be binding, but would, like the existing annexes, serve as a useful
guide to the chairmen of meetings and to delegations. ‘Cefrtain reprasentatives
pointed out that the excessive length of sessions imposed hesvy financiel
burdens on thelr governments and raised problems with regerd to the eorﬁposition
of their delegations. It was difficult for meny representatives cf States
Mewbers to spend long periods abroasd without seriously neglecting thelr duties
at home,

il. Other representatives exoressed their oppos:ltion to eny meagure vhich might
in any way restric't the freedom of speech which should prevail in the General
Assem'bly as & world forum, In their view, wha.tever disadvanta,ges m:l.gh'b resul'h
from the sometimes excessive length of &iscussions, "there should be no
impairment of the sbsolute right of each State Mam‘ber to spesk-in any deba,te'
‘and no limit should be set.on the speeches of their representatives, heyond

' that of ressonsble length, According to these representatives, the provisions
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bss“rble -i:o evoid ‘any serious loss f"’tim}a.

! |
of the rules 88 "bhey stood mede] 1t i
The. problem of ﬁhe duretionfof% ne a!.”u Aseembl:,f sessioue was due not’ ‘to,,
technical causes ’ but to the nart: ; .\ of the guestions on the Aesernblz,r's agenda
and to the general politicm atfaosph%re in which i’t|worked Scme represenuatlves
pointed out that there was & *‘nﬁﬁamehﬁel difference n'be‘bveen the proceec’limgs of
‘the Assembly end thoge of natioi\al lE' 1iemen'b3.; The General Assembly was

1,

essentlally a deli'berative bod;;ﬂ, erlq was tot homogeneus 3 !.'bB mem'bers were not
represen‘ha'tives o:f.‘ ormized pa}z'tie'sj, grou:ped in a meuor..t}r and a minority, |

but representatives of sovereig|n an &egml btates enuitled to e*{pr'ess anci de:fend
*bheir opinione according to the;!.r QLWQII eonceptions of internatienp.l interést and
the sa.l.eg;xmrding of thelr righ‘te. ‘Tn ‘bhe eeneral Aesembw 8 me,jerity usually
formed in the course of diecues|ien g when the various sha&es of opinion had been

e:qpressed i‘ - ]

' Several, repreaen‘ba'hives sgoke ageinst “che proposal to e.nnex extra.cts ;
from the Special COmnittee's re@or'b to lthe rulés of proeedure of! the Assembly.
'I‘hey etpreseed the view 'bhet 1’4 woul}i he preléra'ble 'for the Aseem’bly nc‘F ' to
ta.ke a decieion on "clr substance oﬂl %he SPecia.l Gcm?utee's recoﬂnnen&atlens.

The problem which hed been referred 'ﬁ;e the Connni‘btee was still ﬂu1d° i'p wa,s -
l:i.a:ble to modification. a‘t a la.‘#er derl:.e ana 1t ought to be kept uhder reviem

The Committeets recommenﬁa‘cione eou|r'l7ﬂ n,ot therefore constitute a. final aolution.
Moreover the proposed snnex wqul&. 'hmve na legal value. Smce it would not

be inding, 1% Would serve litqle ﬁu‘;pcse and’ might become a source of aﬁablguity.
13. With particular reference to fﬂh’e‘ proposed. amenﬁmant to rules 73 anc‘i: 113,
eerﬁain represeﬂteuives pointedi ouﬁ thet 'bhere wes a. difference 'between the
provisions o*’" ‘thn.s ru_.e and. ‘tthse cb:ﬁ’l 't:he o’chetr rule:é which. l:lmited 'l:.he numbér
of syeakers ;m de'bates on proca‘]ﬁurel} motions. 'I‘hey considered ‘hhat theee :
two provisions appliee. only vhen fm driscuseions he.d alrea.dy takeﬂ Placf? P ‘
vhereas 1f the PrOP%ed amendmelr"t;s !'lrp mlee 73 and 113 Trere a&ap ,red. delégaﬁions
migh't be deprived of any epporﬁuniwf of expressing ';:heir views. | It vas a‘Lso
_noted 'bhat “L‘he propoaed amendment él'.'towed. three persens to. speak in favo of

a mu'bion to 1imit the time allthed \'ﬁe speeches and canly two spea.lters to ’

speek againgt, o ;:i-’4.!'!‘-‘*“ ISP i et
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14, The delegations supporting the amendment considered that the distinetion
drevn with regard to other procedural metions limiting the oumber 'éf_ speakers
ves top fine to justify its rejection, They declsved that it would be absurd
if 1t were made possible to digeuss without any Jimit & motion to limit the
" time allowed to speakers, The present provielons of rules T6 end 116 were , they
thought, more restrictive than those pioposed Tor rules T3 and 113,
15, Some representatives, while supporting the amendient to rule jS'prcpose'd
by the Special Committee, expressed the wish that the legal status of the
Ad Hoec Politicsl Committee should be definitively fixed upon & basis of complete
equality with the Main Committess of the Assewbly.. :
16. After the conelusion of the general debate on the Special Committee's
report and the Norweglar dvafi resclution end the amendments proposed to it,
the Sixth Committee proceeded to & vote. The results of the vote were as
follows: | .
17 \?c;ting' tection by section on the amendment subnitted by Ecuador and
Guatemala o the Franco-Braziliar amendment (see paragreph 9e) 3b°VE}, the -
Comnittee adopted by 2l vobes to 21, with 3 abstenbions, thet part of the
a.mendmet_rt which pro"pdsed the deletion of persuraph 2 of the Horwegian draft®
ragolution,

The part of the amendment vhich proposed the deletion of peragrarh 3 was
adopted by 32 vobtes to 135, with 4 sbstentions, °

The part of the amendment which propbaéﬂ. the deletion of parsgrabh b was
adopted by 31 votes to §, with 8 sbstentions,
18. The amendﬁent gubmitted by Brazil and France (see paragraph 9(a) sbove)
was then put to the vote, The amendment cal.J.ng for the replacement of the
preamble in the Norwegian draft resolutlon by the preamble propsed by the two
delegations was adopted by 36 votes to 10 with one abstention,

The eomendrient pro*aosmg the insertion of a new pa.ragrapl-t 1 In the operative
- part of the resolution wes adopted by 45 votes to: onme , With one-sbstention.
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190, Paragraph 1 cf the opera’blﬂ.ve ’Lpart of 'i:he Norwegian draft r?solution was
‘then ad.opted. by 32 votes to nohe , mtt'hh 17 a‘bﬁtenticms. :

20, The United ngdom amenanqen'i; “(see paragraph 9('b) abcve) rela.ting o |
rule 39 of the riles csf proceﬂur 'Hm a.dapted by 51 votes to- none w:i.th 18
a‘ba“hen‘t:.ons. : R i :-‘ : : : ;i '
21, The Norwegian draft resolptioh aa‘ a8 'ﬂhale s 85 ‘8o -amended, Was adop'bed
by, bk votes to nome, with 2. aﬁstemp.ona. } | :

22, The Sixth Committee accoxjdingly recomen&s t.ha.t the General Asseruibly ;‘
adopt the following resolut:.onlL M - "

.“ | . R I'L

masms TO LTMIT TBE mmm:cm qﬁa REGULAB sEsszons OF THE GENERAL Assmaxx

. The General Asaemb&:, u"p i ;
Heving regerd to (enersl Aﬂaamhly reselntitm 589 (?II) ,
ﬁaving r ﬁa,rd. to the repocrt of‘ ‘the Sper:ial Committee on Measures ttt:
Limit the Duration of Regular Seasmna of the Genetal Assembly (A/gl;oz) #
1. Tskes note of the auovemenhioned raport, ‘ ‘
2. {a) Amends ru:‘ﬂ 38 pf :l{h%: rules of procgdw-e to’ reati es foll¢ws'

Tno % ™he u“'ne:r‘al ﬂoimnittee ghall comprise ‘the President lof
the Genera.l Asseme[y, who shal;!. preaide , the seven Vice-
Preaident.s, the{ Chairman of the six’ Ma.in Cannnittees and. the
Chelrmsn of thq A |Hne Political Cothittee when one is IE |

_ 'eatablished. IHo trm enbers, of the General comittee shall
be me.mbers of -qhe sa;m delegation ’ ancl it shall be s0 |
constituted as t.o qnpure its represantative character : _
Cheirmén of otH,er ¢ommi'ttees upon which all Members he.ve the
right to be. regresanbad and wiiich afe esteblishefl by the]

' ‘General Assembly m lmee}t during the sesslon, sha.‘ll ‘be entitled
to attend mee‘bilngs 'df the ‘General Cbmmittee and may parb:i.cipa'be

! without vote iﬂ tha ||ﬁmgcussiona P ._ ; Ta
(b} Amends the secqmd $$ntence of rule 39 of i’cs rules of pr;oce&ure

to read as follows.u R t : :

"A Cheirman or; & Main Comni'b'bee or of the. Ad Hoc |

Political Connnittee Bha:ll, in. case Qf gbeence, d,esignate

'the Vioe-Chairman pf the Cormniﬁtee a.s his aubst:;;tute '
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3. Amends rule 98 of its rules of procedure to read as follows:
"Each Mein Committee, teking into aeccount the closing
date for the session fixed by the General Assembly on the
recomuendation of ths Géneral cammittae, shall adopt ita
. oWn priorities and maet as may Pe necessary to complete
the eonsideraxion of the itess referred to it."

LA 2





