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TRANSFER TO THE UNITED WATIONS OF FUNCTIONS AND
- POWERS EXERCISED BY THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNDER
THE SLAVERY CONVENTION OF 25 SEPTEMBFR 1926+
DRAFT PROTOCOL PREPARED BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Report of ‘the Sixth Committee
Repporteur:  Mr. Jean SPIROPOULOS Cér_eece)

1. By resolution 1!-75 (X‘J) of 27 April 1953 y the Economic and Social Council'
(a) recommended that the General. Assembly should invite B‘ba.tes which were or .
wight . become Parties to the Interna.tional Sla.ve:’r:y Convention of 25 Sep‘bember 1926
to agree to the tranefer to the United Netions of 'l'.he fu.ue'bions und.ertaken by the
League of Netions, under that Convention and (b) requested. the Secretary-t}enere.l
o prepare a draft protocol to that end.
2. In accorda.nce with 'bhis resolution, the Secretary-General prepared e draft
rrotocol which he submit‘bed to 'I:he General Assembly in the form of an annex to
his Memorandum (A/2h35) in which he eutlined the background of the question. -
3+ In his notes (A/2h35/m.1, 2 and 3) the Secretary-General transuitted to
the General Assembly the observa'b.ions ‘he hed received. from. gcvernmen‘ts on the
draft protocol and which he hed circula.ted to States pa:r.'ties to the Interna't;ional
~ Slavery Convention in accordance with the req_ues‘b in Economic and Sociel Gouncil
 Resolution 475 (xv).
L, At its L35th plenary meeting on 17 September 1953, the General Asseubly
decided to include in the agenda of its eighth aession the item: Brensfer to
‘the United Netlons of functions and powefs exerclsed by the League of Na.fions
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under the Internstionsl Slavery Convention of 25 September 1926: draft protocol
prepared by the Secretary-General,” snd referred the ltem to the Sixth Committee
for consideration. “ '

5., The Sixth Commitbec coneldered the item at its 369th end 370th weetings,
held on 12 and 15 October 1953. ‘ |

6. The Committee had before 1t a dreft resolution submitted by the

United Kingdom {A/C.6/L.3504). Under the operative part of that draft resolution
the General Assewbly: (a) would epprove the Protocol sccompenying the draft
resolution; (b) would urge "all States Parties to the Slavery Comvention to
sign or eccept this Protocol”; and (¢) would recommerd all other States to
gecede at their eerliest oppor‘b.mity to 'I:he Slaver:,r Conventlon as smended by the
Protocol. - _

" 7. In submitting the draft resolution the United Kingdom representative
stressed the purely forual charecter of the accompanying protoecol; ite adoption
would cast no doub‘b wha.tever on the depositary functions exercised b:,r the
Secretary-Genersl under the terms of Gemeral Assembly resolution 2% (T) of

12 February 1-911‘6_- He pointed out thet the wain difference between that protocol
and that annexed to the Secretary-General®s Memorendum (4/2L35) wes in

erticle IT, which, in keeping with precedénts esteblished in the metter, left it
to States to sign the protocol with or without a reservation as to subseguent -
acceptance. That would emable 'I:hem, by si@ing it, immediately to show their

| appa.-oval of the protccol end their continued support of the Slaevery Convention.
With regard. to ‘l.'.he text of article III of the protoeol, the United K:Lngdom
representative observed. thet 1t was the seme as that proposed by the Secretary-
General, it being understood thet, in accordance with the Secretary-Gensralls |
practice, until such time as the amendments amnexed to the pl;ro'l:ocol cama into
foree, a State not party to the Convention would, in scceding to it, at the same
time become party to the protocol. 4s to the text of the amendments, again
they were in no wey different from those proposed by the Becrefary-{}_eneral..‘ The
Upi‘ted._ Kingdow representative pointed oub in that conpexion thet ‘the :pai-ag:raph '
concerning erticle II of the Convention originslly auggested‘ in his Governuent's
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note (A/2435/A3d.3) hed conte.:l.hed bi.mpler amend.men'bs. He explained. the;b 'bhe
changes wade in that a.r‘h:l.cle » as 'bhe 'l;erb now s'l'.ood, hed been introduced for the
sake of conformity with the prov:l.siqns generally adopted in similar cases where
the Secretary-General a.cteﬂ. as| depoai'ba.ry Sl ' !
8. - During the discussions in the, Sdxth Comittee the queation was ra.ised, in
connexion with the ‘broader . problem of the adaptatioh of Lesgue a:E' He.‘hioﬁs .
Conventions to the United Nationa s whether & protocol wes neceasa.ry for: the
transfer to- the Organiza'bion of the functiuns and powers exercised by the
Lepgue of Nations under the Internationa.l Slavery convention. In that connexion 3
the Committeels a.ttention was ﬂra.wh ‘ho ‘Geperal Assem’bly resolution 2k (I) on the
trensfer to the United Nations of cértain furictions and activities of the '
Lee,@e of Na.t:lons and tc the reaolu'bion of the League of Naticms Aasembly of
18 April 19&6 _ The United me.tions Ganeral Assembly stated in resolution 2k (1)
that the Orgenizetion was prepared.‘ '!'.o accept the oustody of in'bérnationa.l
instruments formerly entruated to the Lea.gue of Haﬁiona and. to charge 'I:he
Secretariat of the Un:l'l:ed Ha.tions V:I.‘th the task of performing for the p&rtiea
'bhe funetions perta.in:lng toa Secreta.r;iat s formerly entrusted 6 the I,;eé.gze of
- Nations and set forth 'J.n part A of tha.'b reaalution. ' 'I'here was therefqre nb
need for a protocol for the tre.nsfer of such func‘b:lona. an ema.lyaia oi‘ the
International Slevery Convention mpreover showed. 'bliat only article ']’, hich
laid upon par‘l:ies the obligetion ol inform the Secretary-(}eneral of :bhe’ S
Lea.gue of Netions of, _in'ber aifa, fi:he 1e.ws a.na regulations ena.cted ’by 'I;hem :f.'or
the purpose of applying fthe cohventﬂ.on, might pérhabs require 8’ protpaol hefore
it eouid be Banc'hioned.. But 1t wes ﬂ)ointed. ou‘t in thet connexion the:b, 6ven if
thet were the case, some prac‘l;ﬂ.ca.l» remed,y for the deficiency m:lght easil;,r he
found. F:I.na.lly, with regard to. 'hhé invitation addressed ‘to’ ce:‘ta.in ¥ _
States Momber or non-member which cqu.ld not a:b 'bhe pweaen‘l: Bta,ge e.ccede "‘l:o the
Conven‘bion, it WOulﬁ. be enough for 'bhe Genera.l Asaembly to aﬁop‘& a reaolu‘b:l.on to
that effect (A/C.6/SR.370). :M r; o : : "
"9, Some aelegations exm:esaeﬁ. thél opinion tha:b a protncoi was, desirab]ie for the
purpose of transfering to the Un:t‘beﬁ Na.tions “tHe funet:l.ons and powers ex.ercised
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by the'LeaguerofVNemions.under the International Slevery Convention so that
Stafes non-member which were parties to the Convent;en might give their assent
to such a transfer, The same delegations also pointed out that there were
several precedents.

.10, _The'Secretery-General's representative sald that the Secretary-General
considered himself bound by the terms of General Assembly resolution 24 A (I)

of 12 February 19k6.- In acecordance with the proviéions.of that resolution,

the Secretary-General had always confined himaeif to the exercise of purely
edministrative functions and there had never been'any objections, Thus, he
had accepted, and notified the States concerned of, the depositing with him of
instruﬁents relating to Conventions which enmtrusted the SecrefaryeGenerel of the
League of Nations with the functions of depositary and which had never been the
aubject of a protocol of transfer. The adoption of & protoeol, which the
General Assembly had frequently ‘thought desirsble, would nevertheless not
reflect upon the status of States Whieh, by depositing an instrument of accession
or ratification with the Secretary-General, had become parties to such
Conventionse.

11. Soume. delegations emphasized that in thelr opinion the International Slavery
Convention of 25 September 1926 appeared inadequete at the present time,
particularly in the Llight of the report of the Special Committee on Slavery
(E/lQBB). They indicated that they had nonetheless supported the trensfer to
the United Natioms of the functions exercised by the League of Natione ﬁnder +that
Convention in tﬁe hope that the whole problem would ghortly be re-examined and

a fresh Convention adopted so as to place the eampaign egainst slavery on a
broaddyr footing,

12, With reference to the provisiocns of the Protocol sceompanying the

United Kingdom dreft resolution (a/c.6/L.304), several delegations indicated that
they wvere in favour of the provisions of its article IT, particularly‘in the
uatter of the wethod: of acceptance by successive stages, as in other
international instruments concluded under the ausplees of the United Nations or
the speclalized agencies, which enabled States to become parties withoﬁt having
to go through the more complicated prqcedure of ratification of accesaion,
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15, The represeﬂta.‘bive of EZL S&lvaﬁor submitted <an oral amendment proposing
that the proviaions of a.:"bicle I o:E’ the protocol accompanying “+the dra.f'l:
resolution should be replaced by 'bhe provisiona of erticle I of the pJ;otocol
annexed to the Secre‘hary-t}enera.lw memorandum (A/Ehé‘j) _

14, The oral emendment proposed"‘by El Salvador Was re,jected by 13 votea *o 7,
with 24 abstentions., : P ;

‘15, The United Kingd.om dra.ft resolu'bion wa.a aaop‘bed by 38 votes to none ’. with
.9 abstentions. n ‘ ‘

16. The Sixth Cnmmi‘btee accordingly recommends that the General Assem‘bly should
-adopt the following reaolutian. ' ' .

TRANSFER T0 THE URITED NATTONS OF ‘THE Furacmoxvs :
EXERCISED BY THE OF NATIONS. UNDER THE -
SLAVERY comvm'r;con OF .25 SEPTRUBIR 1926

!

The G'reneral Aasemb].y, :

Considering Eeonomle and Soclal Council resolution b5 (XV) adogted on
27 Aprll 1953, concax‘ning the 'bransfer to the United Nations of ‘the fu.netions
exercised by the League of Na'biona under 'I:he Slavery Convention of 1926

Desirous of continuing in‘l:«e:ma.tional co-—operq.tiou relating to the'elimination
of slavery, - : - j

1. Approves the Protocel whic’h accompanies the present resolution, _

2. Urges all S‘l:a.tes Part-ies to ‘the- Sla.very COnvention to sign or accep‘t
this Pro‘tocol s " ;

3. Recommends a.ll other Sta.‘hea to acaede a:l:. thelr earliest oppor’buni‘l:y to
the Slavery: Gonvent:{,on s.sc amended by the presant Protocol. ’ ’

PROTOCOL AMENDWG TBE SLAVERY GOMTION
SIGI\IED AT GEHEVA ON 25 SEPTBMBE 1926 ‘

The Pa:rties 'bo the presen'b Prg‘bocel, conaidering that undeu- the Slaver:,r

COnvention signed a.t Genava oh 2'5 septemher 1926 (hereinafter called “the L

'Gonvent;f.on ) the League of Na.'biona wa.s :lzwea‘bed with certain duties a.nd functions,
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Considering that it is expedient that 'l:hese duties and functiona should be
continued by the United Na.tions,
I-Ie.ve agreed as follows:
Article T
The Perties to the present Protocol underteke that as between themselves
they will, in sccordence with the provisions of the Protocol, ettribute full

legal force and effect to and duly apply the emsndments to the Convention set
forth in the Annex to the Protocol.

Article II

1. The present Pi-otoeol shall be open for signeture or acceptence by amy of the
Parties to the Convention to which the Secretary-General has commmicated for
this purpose a copy of the Protocol.
2. States may become Perties to the present Protocol by:
() signature without reservation ‘g8 cto ncceptencejs ,
_(b) Signa‘ﬁure with reservation =28 to ’s;ccéptance, follcwed by acceﬁta.n?e;-
(e) Accepterce.: -
5. Acceptance shall be effec'bed by the deposit of B formal ina‘bmnnen'b with the
Secretery-General of the United Nations.

Article IIT

1. The, present Protocol shell come into force on the date on which two States
shall have become Perties thereto, and shall thereafter coms into force in
respect of each State upon the date on which 1t becomes & Party to the Protocol.
2. The amend.men'bs set forth in the Annex to the present Protocol shall come
_into forece when twenty-—three States shall have become Perties to the Protocol,
and conseq_uen'hly any Staete becoming a Perty to the Convention ’ a{ter the
emendments thereto have come into foree, shall become a Party to the Convention
as 80 amended.

Artiecle IV

In accordance 'with‘ paragraph 1 of Article 102 of .the Cherter of the United
Netions and the reguletions pursuant thereto adopted by the General Assembly, the
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SecreterylGeneral of the United Nations is authbriced to effect registration-
of 'l;he presen'h Protocol and of 'Uhe amendqnan'ha m&ﬂe in the Conven-bion by 'hhe 7
Protqcol mn the reapac‘bive da:l‘.ea o:l? 'bheir entry‘ :I.n'bo !force and to publish the
Protccol and the emended text cf tha'a conmtion as s¢on as possible a.f"ber 1
regis*bra‘bﬂ.on. ‘i;‘ RN A

%

J:\ c1 | E " Article V , . s i

The bresant Protocol, of wh:l.eh fbhe chiﬂese, English, French RIIBSl&BFEIIdIl
Spa.nish texts are equa.l]y e.uthentic . shall be deposi'lﬁed in the. archives of the
United Nations Secre'har;l.a‘b. The Canention to be amend.ed in accord.a.nce wi-!:.h the
Annex beiﬁg in the English end French wlsnguages cn.'l;y, ‘the English end French
texts of t.he - Annex ahall be equqﬂ.];,r au‘bhan'bic am the Chinese P Rusaian and
Spaniah ”ofxts sha.ll be translati@ns- ; The Secratary-,ﬁeneral aha.ll prepare B
certified' copy of the Profbocol, ;anlu@rl.ng the Annex, <f‘or commication to- Sta:i:.es
Pa.rtips td: the Canvemion , 68 waﬂ,:l. as 'bo a.l.‘L other S-&a.tea Members of the United
- Netions. ' He shall likewise prepe;re for .commiéation o Sta:hes, includimg States
not Membexs of the United Netions; lilpon Yhe en'bry in'&o force of the amend.rilen‘cs &8
provided :Ln article :EII ; B cer'bified. Gopy of 'bhe Convention as 80 amended, ‘

In witness whereof the tmﬂ.ersiénaﬂ IS 'being &u];y ag:t.horized thereto by the.ir
respecti*ff$ Governmenta . si@ed the présen'h Protodol on the date e;ppam:'ing* '
opposite {'.heir ras;pective aigna"bwes. ;:_ i : L

Done!a:b the Headquarters of t.he Iini’bad Na.tions, New York,
'hhis.....a...,.....................- d.a;? of....................,...... 1953

I‘ T T |k '-'! . |.' : . 1

g Cod i i '! g
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ANNEX

TO THE PROTOCOL AMENDING THE SLAVERY CONVENTTON SIGNED
AT, GENEVA ON.25 SEPTEMBER 1926

In Article T "the Secretery-General of the United Nations" shall be
substituted for "the Seere'hary-(}énefal of the League of Na‘biohs"'

In Article 8 "the International Cowrt of Jus‘tice" shall be substituted for
"the Permanent Court of International J"ustice" , eand "the Statube of the
Internetional Court of Justice" shall be substituted for "the Protocol of
December 16th, 1920, rela:bing to the Permanent Court of International Justice“

In the first and second paragraphs of Article 10 "the United Nations” shall
be substituted for "the Ieague of Nations".

The lest three paragre.phs of Artigle 11 shell be dele'bed and the following
substi‘buted'

"The present Convention’ shall be open to accesgion by all S't&tea,
including States which are not Members of the United Na'bions 3 to which
the Secretary-(}eneral of the United Nations shall have commmica’bed a
cer’cified copy of the Convention. '

"Accession shall be effected by the d.e,posi'b of & forma.l instrumen‘b
with the Secretary-(}eneral of the United Ha'bions, who sha.ll give notice
thereof to all States Partigs to the Convention and to 611 other States
‘contemplated in this Article, informing them of the date on which each
such instrument of accession wes i-eéeived in deposit."

" In Artlcle 12 "the United Netions” shall be substituted f@r "the League
of Nations".

»
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