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1. :Sy resolution 475 (XV) of 27 April l9531 the Economic and SocieJ. Council: 

(a) recommended that the General ·Asse~l.Y should inVite ~tea w~ch were .~or . 

might ·beco~ Parties to the InternationeJ. Slavery Conven'l'ion of 25. Septelllb,er 1926 

to agree to the transfer to th'1! '[)hi ted. Nations . of the functions underta.keii by the 

League of Ne:l;ions 1 under that Co!flVention and (b) requested the Secrete.ry-Giene~eJ. 
to prep]U'e a ;arart protocol to that ~ •. 

2. In accordance Wi'th this resolution; the Secretary-General prepered a draft 

protocol which he subllli~d to the Genera.l Assembly in the form of an anlle:X: to 

his Memorandum (A/2435) in which hE! 01i.tl:l.ned the be.ckgroUild of the question. 

3. In his notes (A/243~/~.11 2 and 3) the Secretary-GeneJ;"e.l tre.nslllitte'd to 

the General Assembly the observations be had received from governments· .on ,the 

draft protocol and which he had circulated to ~tes pErties to the Internatiobal 
I : • " 

Slavery Convention in accordance with .tl:!.e request in Econolllic and SocieJ. Council 

Resolution 475 (XV). 

4. At its 435th plenary meeting on i7 September 19531 the General Assembly 

decided to include ~ the agenda of its .eighth session the item: "Transfer to 

the United Nations of functions and po:Wers exercised' by the League of Nations 
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under the InterllB.tiona.l. Slavery Convention of 25 Septe~ber 1!)26: c1raf't protocol 

prepared by the Secret8r.r-General1 " a.nd referred the item to the Sixth Committee 

for consideration. 

5· 'l'he Sixth Committee considered the item at.its 369th .a.nd 370th meetings, 

held on l2 and 15 Octo])er 1953. 

6. 'l'he Committee hed before it a draft resolution submitted by the · 

united KingdOm (A/C.6/L.304). under the operative part of that draft resolution 

the General Assembly: (a) would approve the Protocol aecompimy:lng the draft 

resolution; (b) wo~ld urge. "all States Parties to the Slavery Convention to 

sign or accept this Pro:tocoln; a.nd (e) would recommend all other states to 

accede at their earliest opportunity to th~ Sla.veey Convention a.s. atnended by the 

Protocol. 

7. In submitting :the draft resolution the United Kingdom representative 

stressed the purely formal character of the accompanying protocol; its adoption 

would east no doubt whatever on the depositary functions exercised by the 

Secretary-General under the terms, of General Assembly resolution 24 (I) of 

l2 February 1946. lUI pointed out that the main difference between that protocol 

a.nd that annexed to the Secretary-General's Memorandum (A/2435) was in 

article II1 which, in keeping. wit"b. precedents established in the matter 1 left it 
' 

to States to sign the protocol with or without a resa.rva.tion a.s to subsequent· 

acceptance. That would enable them, by signing it1 immediately to show. their 

approval of the protocol end their continued support of the·Slavery Convention. 

With regard to the text of article III of the protocol, the United Kingdom 

representative observed tha.t it wa.s the same as that proposed by the Secreta.ry. 

General, it being understood tli.at1 in accordance With the Secreta.ry-Gensral's 

practice, unti1 such time a.s the amendments annexed to the ~tocol came into 

force, a State not party to the Convention would1 in acceding to it1 at the same 

time become party to the protocol. As to the text of the amendments 1 ~in 

they were in no way differel;lt from those proposed by the Secretary-General. The 

united Kingdom representative pointed out in that connexion that the paragraph 

concerning article II of the Convention originally suggested in his Government's · 
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i . . ~! :: ' ' < I _I , 

note (A/2435/AM.3) had conta.#led '~·:Ltnp~er atnen~~s. He explaiiled th~t the 
I_ .. ' ·- - : ·' . 

changes tnade in t~t artic~e,·as th$ ~ext now s~ood, had been introduced for the 

sake of conformity with tl:le prbvisiQns generally ad,opted in sitnUar cas~s where 
, - . I. ' :·: .. '· 1, ' 

the Secretary-General acted as: depb$:Ltary. · 

8., During the discussions in: the·s1.x'l:h Colll!ldttee the question was ra.isedJ' in 
' ' ' ' ' ' ' . ' ,, .. 

eonnexion with the broader pro'blelli· Of. '!;he ada.pta.t:Lon of. League of Nations 
' : .,· . , I " : 

C~nventions to the United Nati\)OSI whether a ·protocol was neees$ary for ithe 

transfer to the Organization of. tha :fUnctions and powers exercised by ttie . 

League of Nations uDder the Internsi'ional S~avery Convention. 'rn that 'eoni:texion, 
, . • ~ . I - . . , , : : 

the Comtnittee•s attention was ¢1:'awtl1
: to' General Assembly reso~ution 24 (I) on the 

tre.nsfer to tlie United Nationsi of C~in :1'\ll:i.ct:Lons and e.etiv:l.t:i.es of tb.e 1 

., 

League of Nations and to the resolu:bipn of the League of 1Vations Assetnb~y of 

18 April ~946. The United Ne:!iions (Jel:leral. As~embiy stated in resolutidn 24 (I) 
·' . ' ' ' " ' ' 

that the Organization was pre~d' to, accept. the ctistoa.y of int&rne.tionri.l 
instruments fortneriy entrusted: to the League of Nations and to dba.rge t~e · .. 

- ' ' ' :; 

Secretariat of the United NStions with the task of perf'orud:ng for the patties 
' , ' ., , ,. ' ' , ' I' 

the functions PE\l'ta.ining to a. Se~-j;e.i';t.at, formerly' entrusted tG the J;.e. of 

Nations and set forth in part A of: the.t reso:tution~ · 
' ' ' ' i' ' ·. 

There was : tb. er!3fcj~ ~b 
' -" . 

need for a. . protoeo~ for the· tre.nsf'et of' such functions. An e.ne.lists o.t· the · 
. ' ,, ' ' . ' . 

I ' ' ' ' ' I 

International Slavery Convention mp:tieover s~ved t&t on.ly article 71 witiic}l 

la.i!i upon parties the ob~ige.tion tq!'inforin the Seeretary-Genere.i of' 'tlle : · ; 
I, ' , , • '- • : • -

Leagu.e of Nations. of 1 inter a.~Ji,a1 ~)le laws and re~tions enacted ~ :litJ,ti~IU 'tor 
; . - .·: ~ ·',' . ·' : . -_~ '• < _·. :· 

the purpose of' applying the Cotl.venti).otl1 tnight parba,ps require a.:'protp~.b"fore 

it co~d be sanctioned• But it was Pointed out in that oormexion tbe.t},~!;en it 
that were the ~se~ s~ ~aetieal1 io~tnedy felt the deficiency tnight ee.sily 'tl~ 

I '' > ' I 

found• Finally, With regard 'Po the :tilvita.tion e.di)ressed ·to· certain 

States Member or non-tnetnber whlich 'aQuld not f't the :present stage accede ''to the 

ConventiOI'l1 it :would be enoughi for the' Genera.~ Ass~mbly to edopt a. resolution to 
thet effect (A/C.6/SR.370). !' 

9· Sotne de~ege.ti~ expressed til: opinion tb.fit e. protoeoi was, desirab'lie :r'or the 

purpose of Va:nlilf'ering to the trniteli N11tions 'the f'tinetions and powers ~raised 
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by the League of Nations.under the International Slavery Convention so that 

States non-member which were parties to the Convention might give their assent 

to such a· transfer , The same delegations ·also pointed out that there were 

several ~recedents. 

10. The Secretary-General's representative said that the Secretary-General 

considered himself bound by the terms of General Assembly resolution 24 A (I) 

of 12 February 1946. In accordance with the provisions of that resolution, 

the Secretary-General had always confined himself to the exercise of purely 

administrative functions anci there had never been any objections. Thus, he 

had accepted, and notif'ied the States concerned of1 the depositing with him·of 

instruments relating to Conventions which ~ritrusted the Secretary-General of the 

;League of Nations ,with the functions of depositary and which had never been the 
' subject of a protocol of transfer. The acioption of a protocol, which the 

General Assembly had frequently 'thought desirable, would nevertheless not 

reflect upon the status of States which1 by depositing an instrument of accession 

or ratification with the Secretary-General, had become parties to such 

Conventions, 

11. Some· delegations emphasized that in their opinion the International Slavery 

Convention of 25 September 1926 appeared inadequate at the present time, 

particularly in the light of the report of the Special Committee on Slavery 

(E/1988). They indicated that they· had nonetheless supported the transfer to 

the United Nations of the funct.ions exercised by the League of Nations under that 

Convention in the hope that. the whole problem.would shortly be re-examined and 

a fresh Convention adopted so as to place the campai'gn against slavery·on a 

broaddi~·footing, 

12. With reference to the provisions of the Protocol accompanying the 

Uoited Kingdom draft resolution (A/C.6/L.304) 1 severe.~ delegations indicated that 

they were in favour of the provisions of its article II1 particularly in the 

matter of the method; of acceptance by successive stages1 as in other 

international instruments concluded under the auspices of the United Nations or 

the specialized agencies, which enabled States to become parties without having 

to go through the more complicated procedure of ratif'ication or accession. 
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1:5. The represetitative of El Sal.va.dor submitted 'an. oral amendment propos.ing 

that the provisions of .article I of the protocol accompanying .the draft 

resolution should be replaced l)ythe.provisions of article I of the ~otocol 
annexed to the Secretary-General' Iii memorandum (A/21+:55) • 

14. The oral amendment propo;>sed~by E1 Salvador ~as rejected by 1:5 votes to 7, 

With 24 abstentions. 

15. The United Kingdom draft ret;!~lution was adop~ed by :58 votes to none, With. 
. ' '_, '' . 

9 abstentions. 

16. The Sixth Committee acccrd:i.n~ly recommends that the General Assem,bly should 

adopt the fOllowing resolution: 

'lRAlVSFEE! '1'0 T.llE u~ NATIONS OF 'filE FUNCTIONS 
EXERCISED BY T.llE · OF NATIONS 1Jlllil'l!R T.llE ' 

. SLAVERY COIMlm'ION 'OF 25 SEFTEMBER' 1926 

The General Assetllbty, 

Considering Economic al1d SOCial Counc:j.l resqlution 475 (XV) adoptrd on 

27 April 195:51 concerlling thE! 'l;rensfer to the United Nations of the fuhctions 

exercised by the League of Natio~ 'qllder ·the ~lavery Convention of' 1926, 

DesiroUs of. continuing il":ltermt.tiolial co.:.bperllotion relating to thei elimination 

of slavery, 
' . 1. Approves the Protcico1·whicl:l accompanies.the present resolution; .. , . ' 

2. . Urges all States Parties. to the Slll.very Convention tm sign or ~ccept 

this Protocol;''' · · 

:5. Recomm.emds all other S~tes to accede at their ear.liest oppolitunity to . . 

the Slavery· Conven.t:l,on. asc ameilC).ed· 'by· the present Protocol. 

PROTOCOL /IME.Nl)lNG .. TJlE SLAVERY CONV:EI.TriON 
SIGNED AT G!NEVA ON. 25 SEPTJ!IMBER 1926 . . . . ' 

The Parties to the w:es~t ptotoc~l1 cons:i.dSll:l.ng that under the Slavery 
I · . .-1. . · - . - •· ·• 

Convention signed at Geneva on 25. ~IItember 1926 (hereinafter Oalled "the . 
' . ' . . ' . 

Convention~) the League of Na,tioris was inve!!ted With certain duties ana. functions, 
' ,·:,. 

end • 
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Considering that it is expedient that these duties· and functions should be 

continued by the United Nations, 

Have agreed as follows: 

Article I 

The Parties to the present Pro:tocol :undertake that as between themselves 

they will, in accordance with the provisions of the Protocol, attribute ~ 

legal force·and effect to and duly ~ly the amendments to the Convention set 
forth in the Annex to the Protocol, 

Article II 

1. The present Protocol shell be open for signature or acceptance by any of·' the 

Parties to the Convention to which the Secretary-General has communicated for 
this purpose a copy of the Protocol. 

2. States may become Parties to the present Protocol by: 
' ' 

(a) Signature· without reservation ·ttscto acceptance"·' 

(b) Signature with reservation e:s to 'acceptance, follcwed by acceptance;· 
. . 

(c) Acceptance. 
3· Acceptance ehall be effected by the deposit of a formal instrument with the 

Secretary-General of the United liJatione. 

Article III 

1. The, present Protocol shall come into force on the date on which two States 

shall have become Parties thereto 1 and shell thereafter come into force in 

respect of each State upon the date on which it becomes a Party tO the Protocol. . . . . 
2. The amendments set forth in t!le Annex to the present- Protocol .shall come 

. " 
into force when twenty-three States shell have become Parties to the Protoco~, 

and consequen-tly any State becoming a Perty to the Convention, after the 
\ 

amendments·thereto have come into force, shall become a Perty to the Convention 
as so amended. 

.Article IV 

In accordance with paragraph 1 of .Article 102 of.the Charter of the United 

Nations and the regulations pursuant thereto a.cl.opted by the General AasSJ!Ibly, the 
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Secreta.ry:o-aenera:L ot · the Uili ted lli<at:l.ons- is a.utb<;irized · to effect registrat~on 
; I :_ ' ' I ! I • ~ ! ' • : ' ' : : I : ; ·. : ' '; ; • '. : • 

of the pr$sent Protocol and of ·the ~djnenils ma<!l.e ~ the Convention by the 

Proto'aol bn the respective date$; o;f'! tiei.l:' entrt into i tore~ and to publish! the 

Protclcol ~the· 8mended text 6:fi .. th~ Oon~tion ~ scPon as possible after· ·.· 

registra.t~on. ·. :· ' : · ; 

:. ! I 
I 

. :I J . :: . ' 
·• · . .Ai1licle V! 

· : ' li!•' •' "' ',' , 1 , • -, I" 

:~e ~resent Pro1;oaol, of ~~~t~e' ~ese,:En4tsh, French, Russian' andj 
Spanis_h t~xts lj.l'B equa.l:ly autbeni;ia ~ shall be d~osi -~fed in the arabi ves of t!ie 

United Nations Secre-ta.r;l.at. The Ccinven.Uon· to be e:d!ended in aiicorQ.anqe rltb the 
) ., i :. : ~ ', ' • :- '' " ' ': " • " 

Annex bei.i1s in the Eilglish and ftenqb !il.Stlguages only; the English and Frellab 
' ,I ': •- :· I. : ' ,, ': 

texts of ~ Annex s~ be equa/llj- . auib.$ntic d th~ Chinese, Russian an4 
. .' . ' . . .. 1 : I I· 11 ."· ·:_ _ ' ·, 

Span:£!ilb trxts shall ·~e tra.nelattpna~ < ~e s~cr~te.ry~aeneral shal:l. prepar~ a • 

aert~iedi copy of~ l'rotoaol, :blc}4'4 th~ .A%1l:lex1 ,;tor co~ia(l.tion to:st:t.es 
Parties ~ the Convention, as weil,.l as. to a.U other S-tia.tes Memberfl ·of the t!nited 
Nati~ns, ' He shall likewiee prepar~ for'' .aommun;l.6a.tidn to States,.· includi!ik States 

'· : ' , .'·: , ! ·.' ,I ' : ' ,. :! •: 

not Membets of the United Ne.tioruj; -qpon. the wotl'y into force of the amend!l).ent!'l as 
I' ·•, . ·:: . ' ·.'• ... · : .' i· ' ' :• . 

provided in article IIII, e. ·aert:i;e!ed. ClOP1 of the 'Conv:a.ntion as ao amended~ :. 

;rn rltness whereof the und~s$~,:'beii:lg d~ ~horized thereto by 1the;Lr 

respeativ~ Go:verrmteXits, . signed ~ ~:r~~ent Protoc!ol o~, the date e;ppe~ing :: 

opposite their respeCtive signa.t~s. : i_ . . 
! , . : : ' ': : I .:.: . ; : d • • . • ' , I~ 

Done1e.t the Headquarters oi',the United Na.t;l.ops, .:New York, 
1' 1' -, • ·, _!:'" , ·;, : .. •' ', ' 1° 

this ·-• ••• ,~ •••••••••• '~-· ••••• .' ••••.•.• • •: dBJ"~ of ••••• ·, ••• •!• ••• ~- •••.••••••• , •• 
• ); 1· · , !.1:, 1. " • ' ·. ' 

" 

II 

1953· 
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ANNEX 

TO TEE PRO'l'OCOL AM!llNDllVG TEE SLAVERY CONVENl'ION SIGNED 
AT, GENEVA ON 25 . SEPTEMBER 1926 

In Article 7 11the Secretary-General of the United Nations" shall. be 

substituted for 11the secretary-General of the League of NatiojJ.s". 

In Article 8. "the International Court of Justice'' shall be substituted for 
11the Permanent Court of International Justice", end "the Sta.t;ute of the 

International Court of Justice11 shall be substituted for 11the Protocol of 

December 16th, 1920,' relating to the Permanent .Cou:r;ot of International Justice". 

In the first and second :pa:ragra;phs of Article 10 "the United Nations 11 shall 

be substituted for "the League of Nations". 

The last three :paragraphs of Arti!)le ll shall be d.eleted and . the following 

substituted: 

"The :present Convention' shall be o:pen to accession by aJi states, 

~eluding States which are not Melnbers of the United Nations, to which 

the Secretary-General qf the United Nations shall have c6mmunicated a 
' certified copy of the Convention. 

;'Accession ~·be ef'fectc;ld by the deposit of a foll'lllal 1nstr1ll!lent . ' 

with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who sh!;.ll give notice 

thereof to all States Parti~s to the Convention and to· $11 other States 

conteiJiplated in this Article, informing them of the date on which each 

.such instr1ll!lent of accession was received in deposit," 

In Article 12 "the United Nations" shall be substituted :f'or "the League 

of Nations 11 
• 

------




