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l. The General .Aasembly haa. consiClered the question o:f the treatment o:f 
' .. 

;people 9:f Indian origin in the Union o:f South Mrica at its :first, secolid, :third, 
. . . ' . . . . I , 

:fifth, sixth and seventh sessions·, At the· seventh •session, the General'J\asembly, 

on 5 De~ember l952i .adopted resolution6l5 (VII) regarding the questioni The . :' . ,' ' 

resolution established a. United. Nations Good O:f:fices Commission consisti:fig ,o:f 
' •. I ' ' ' ; 

three .bers to be nominated by the President o:f the General Assemb}¥, ,,witP, a 
' , ' , I . 

viet; to, arranging and assisting in neg@tiations between· the Government i)f the · 
' I ' I ' ' J 

Union of South Africa and the Governments of !cdia·and Pakistan· in ordef that a 
' satisfactory solution .o:f the question in accoroanee with the Purposes and 

, . - . . I ' • ,: , ' - : ' 

Principles o:f the Charter and Universal Declaration of Human Rights might Q.e 
I ' ' " 

achieved. The Commission waa requested to, report to the General AssemblLy at its 

eighth session. At the 4llth :plelfBX'Y meeting .on 21 Decembey. 1952, the 
" President announced that he had appointed the. following members'to serve on the 

' I I ' ' • I ' ' .· -, • 

Good Offices Commission: Cuba, Syria ll!ld Yugq~l,.via. . 
' • ' ' • I ' " " ' 

2; In· its report to the General Asseplbly (A/2473), submitted on 14 September 

1953, the Good Offices Commission StB:ted that 1 on 20 March 1953, it had. sent 

a letter to the Ministers fqr lj'oreign Affairs ·of :uidia., Pakistan and thE;~ U~ion of 
• - 1 I' 0 " I 

South Africa informing-them that the. Commission was at their disposal apd that 

it ;rouJ4 appreciate e:ny suggestlol)S .concerning the manner in which it could: 

render assistance, ·as well as MY information or views which might CO!ftZ'ibute 
, I , I 
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to the accomplishment of its task. On 20 Malf, the Secretary-General forwarded 

to the members of the Commission a copy of a letter addressed to him on 13 May 

by the Permanent Representative of the Union of South Africa, stating that the 

Union Government regarded General Assembly resolution 615 (Vti) as 

unconstitutional and could grant no recognition to the Commij!S.ion appointed 

under that resolution. The Good Offices Commiss.ion informed the General 

Assenibly that, in view of the response of the Government of the Union of South 

Africa,' it had been unable to carry out its task to arrange and assist in 

negotiations between the Governments concerned. 

3. Pursuant to the final paragraph of resolution 615 (VII)~ the question was 

placed on the provisional agenda of the eighth session of the General Assembly. 

4. On 17 September, the GeneralAssembJy at its 435th plenary meeiling rejected, 

by 45 votes to 1, with 11 abstentions, a proposal to exclude the item from the 

agenda.· .The item was·thereupon referred to the Ad Hoc Political Committee for 

consideration and report. 

5· The Ad Hoc Political Committee considered the question at its 13th to 

22nd meetings, held between 16 and 29 October 1953. 

6. At the 13th meeting of the Committee, on 16.0ctober, the representative 

of India introduced a joint draft resolution (A/AC.72/L.l0) sponsored by 

Afghanistan, Bolivia, Burma, Egypt, Guatemala, Haiti, India,· Indonesia, Iran, 

Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, Pakistan, the Philippines, Saudi Arabia, 'Syria and Yemen. 

Under the terms of the draft resolution, as subsequently revised by its 

sponsors (A/AC.72/L.10/Rev.l), the General Assembly would: (1) recall that it had 

given consideration to the question at six earlier sessions; (2) recall its 

previous resolutions on the subject; (3) recall.that resolutions 395 (V), 

511 (VI) and 615 (VII) had successively called on the Government of the Union 

of South Af:dca to refrain from implementing or enforcing the Group Areas Act; 

(4) take note of the report Of the Good Offices Commission, and in particular 

the Commissionis conclusion that, in view of the response of the Government of 

the Union of South Africa, it had been unable to carry out its task to arrange and 

assist in negotiations between the Governments concerned; (5) express its 

regret that the South.African Government (a) had refused to make use of the 

' ' 

II 
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Commiss~on 1 s good Offices or tp utilize any of the alternative procedures for the 

settlement-of the problem recommended by the four previous resolutions of the 
I . , , , ' I . . . , 

General :Assembly; (b) had continued to ~lement the Group .Areas Act ~ 
, . .· . . I • • 

contravention of the provisions o~ three p!t'evious :.;esolutions; and (c) ,,was 

proceeding with further legislatiqn contrary to th~ Charter and the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, in~luding the' Immigr~ts Regulation Amendment Bill, 
' ' 

which sought to prohibit the antry into South Africa of wives and child:t'en of 
• ' < ' ., 

South ~rican natioD.als of Indian orig;ln; (6) conSider that those acti~ns .of the 

Union Government were not in keeping with its obligations. and responsibilities under 

the Charter of the Ul:lited Nations; (7) decide to ~ontinue the Good Offices 

Commission and ur~ the Governm:ent of the U~ion of South Africa to co-opera,te with 

that Colii!llission; (8) request the Commj.ssion to report to the next session the 
. ' ' 

ext~nt of progress achieved together With its own views on the problem and any 

proposais which .in its opinion might lead to a. peaceful settlement of it; 

(9) again call upon, the Government of the Union of South Africa .to refrain from 

~lementing the provisions of, the. Gtotip A:i-eas, Act;· and (10) decide to. include 

the item in the provisional.agenda of its ninth re~ar session. 

7. At the 21st meeting on 28 October, the reprasentative of Costa Rica 

submitted an oral amendment to· the' joint draft .reso;Lution under .which, ill 

par'!-graph 5 (b), the words 11 in Spite of11 would be substi'tuted for the words,, "in 

contravention of" .. This amendment was: accepted by the representative of India on 

behalf of the sponsors of the joint draft resolution. 

8. At the seme meeting, the Collllllittee proceeded t? vote, ,paragraph by ,paragraph, 

on the amended joint draft resolution With the following results: 

P~agraph l was adopted by 48 vot~s to one, with 7 abstentions; 

Pa:tiagraph 2 (a') was adopted bjY 49 votes to 3, With 7 abstentions; 

Pa:tt.agraph 2 (b) was adopted lJiY 60 'votes to one, With 7 abstentions; 
' Paragraph 2 (c) was adopt<;ld by 47:votes to one·, with 10 abstentions; 

Paijagraph 2 (d) was adopted by 47 votes to one', With ll abstentions 

Paragraph 2 (e) was adopted by )j. 7 votes to one., With ll abstentions'; 

Paragraph 3 w~ adopted by 40 votes to 5; 'With 12 abntentisl'n; 

Pariagraph 4 was adopted b;y: 45' votes to one, With 12 abstentions; 
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Paragraph 5 (a) was adopted by 4o votes to 10, with 8 abstentions; 

Paragraph 5 (b) was adopted by 34 votes to 10, with 15 abstentions; 

Paragraph 5 (c) was adopted by 32 votes to 15, with ll abstentions; 

P~agraph 6 was adopted by 32 votes to 10, ~ith 16 abstentions; 

Paragraph 7 was adopted by 46 votes to 4, with 8 abstentions; . . ' ' 

Paragraph 8, up to and including the words "progress achieved" was adopted 

by 44 votes to 7, with 6 abstentions; 

The remainder ·of paragraph 8 was adopted by a roll-call vote of 37 to 13, 

with 9 abstentions. The voting was as. follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma,' Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Chile, China, Costa Rica,, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salva.dor, Ethiopia., Guatema.J.a., 
Ha.iti, ·Honduras, +ndia, Indonesia, Irl;l.ll, Iraq, Lebanon, Libe;ria, 
Mexico, ·Nicaragua, Paki.atan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republica, Uruguay, Yemen, Yugoslavia •. 

Against: Australi~, Belgium, Denmark, France, Greece, ·Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Union of South Africa, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
states of America. 

Abstaining: Canada, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Iceland, Israel, Paraguay, 
Thailand, TUrkey, Venezuela. · · 

Paragraph 9 was adopted by 33 votes to 10, with 15 abstentions; 

Paragraph 10 was !'l.dopted by 45 votes to 10, with 4 abstentions. 

The draft resolution as a whole was adopted by a roll-call. vote of. 38 to 2, 

with 19 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 

In favour: Afghe,nistan, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Byeloruaaian S0viet Socialist 
Republic, Chile, China, Costa Rica, Cuba, ezechoalovakia1 Ecuador, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Guatema.la1 Haiti, Honduras, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Pakistan, Paraguay, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Thailand, Ukranian Sovi.et Socialist Republic, Union ,of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United States of America, Uruguay, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia. 

Greece,·u.nion of South Africa. 

Abstaining: Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Ganada, Columbia, De!llllark1 
Dominian Republic, France, Iceland, Israel:, Luxembourg, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Sweden, TUrkey, United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, Venezuela. 

9. The Ad Hoc Political Committee, therefore, recommends to tb:e General Assembly 

the adoption of the following resolution: 
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!; ':' ! . : : ' ' ' . : ' :: 
~NT OF PEOPLE OF llNDIAl'l'. ORIGIN !N THE.l:JNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
I '• 
I 

ii The General Assembly 

! l. · Reca.lli! that. at its f:l.rE!t, second, th~d, fifth, sixth and 
. I . 

. sevepth sessions it has given consideration to the question of the 

trea;tment of pe9ple of. Ind:l$!1 origin il:! the' Union of South Africa; · 
' . 

' 2 Further recalls: 
- :! I • 

' : (a) That .resolution .44 (:p o:f' 8 I>ecember ~946 expressed the opil!!-ion 

that:; the treatment of Indians in the Union. of South Africa should. be. in 

'conf~rmity with the internatiOJ;lal opligat:l.~OS uhd~ the agreement.s . 

conc~uded between the Gov:ernme~ts o:r India ·~a. the Union of' .South Africa . ,· :, '' ' ' 

·aha. ~he relevant provisions of • the' :Cha:J:lter BI!d requested the two 

· 'Governments to .report to tb.e Genere+ Assembly on the measuree adopte'f to 

thisl. ef:f'ect; . , . . 

[ (b) That ~esolution 265 (I~J;) of 14 May 1949 il;lvited the Goverinn.eu:tts 

.of r\;ldia, Pakif;!tan and the !Un:i.(jln of: South Mrica to enter into discu~sion 
at a,•rol~Il.d tab]~ conference~ tt,l.king into cionsideratit;>n the pi.lrposes and 

Prin,bples of tl).e Charter and the tl¢clQ.ration ot Human Rights; 
\ ' ' l 

1 (c) That resolution 395 (V) of 2 'December, 1950 held that a pol}cy 

oaf "racial eegi'egation" (apartheid) was neceesarily based on. doctrin~s of 
< ;] 

raci~l discrimipation; repeated its rec~ndation th~t a round tabte 
I, : '• ', ' , : ' .~ ' 

conf~rence be neld; and further recommended that in the .event of failure 
' :· • , I ' , , ' 1 •- :; 

.to hold. a confel;'ence or reach agreemen-t; thereat, a comm;Lssion of three 
• • • . . . , , ' I : , ~ : 

members be set up to assis1:j the parties in .carrtillg through appropriate· 
' ' ' 

nego~iations; 

i. (d) That ·~esolution 511 {VI) of 12 Je.nuarr 1952 reaffirmed the: 

recolpllendation of resolution 395. (11) that ,~;~· thr~e-member cOJD!nission be 
, I ' , , , , , i 

established and further· reqUested the SecretQXY;General. of the Unite\1 
; • ,' ,I • , I • ' ,I 

'Nati~ns; in. the event of fa;tlure .to establish such a commission, to tend 

his !'lssistance to the Goveriune!lt:i; concerned and, if necessQXY to appoint. an 

·indilvidual who would. render any additional assihance deemed. ad.visab~; 
I' . ' ' . I ' : ' •. ' 

' (e) That resolution $15 (VII) of '5 December 1952 established a 
. ' ., : . , 'I 

thre.e-member United Nations GoCld,,O:t'fices cOmmission to arra.Ilge and a~si~;~t 
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in negotiations bet>feen the Governments concerned in order that a 

satisfactory solution in accordance \fith the Purposes and Principles of the 

Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights might be achieved; 

3. Also recalls that resolutions 395 (V), 5ll (VI) and 615 (VII) 

successively called on the Government of the Union of South Africa to 

refrain from implementing or enforcing the Group Areas Act; 

4. Takes note of the report of the Good Offices Commission (A/24 73), 

and in particular its conclusion that "in view of the response of the 

Government of the Union of South Africa, it has been unable to carry out ita 

task to arrange and assist in negotiations between tne Governments concerned" 

5. Expresses ita regret that the Government of the Union of South 

Africa: 

(a) Has refused to make use of the Commission's good offices or to 

utilize any of the alternative procedures for the settlement Of the 

problem recommended by the four previous resolutions of the General 

Assembly; 

(b) Has continued to impiement the Git-oup Areas Act in apite of the 

provisions of three previous resolutions; arid 

(c) Is proceeding with further legislation contrary to the Charter 

and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights including the linmigrants 

Regulation .Amendment Bill which seeks to prohibit the entry into South 

Africa of wives and children of South African nationals of Indian origin; 

6. Considers that these actions of.the Government of the union of 

South Africa are not in keeping with its obligations and responsibilities 

under the Charter of the United Nations; 

7. Decides to continue the Good Offices Commission and urges the 

Government of the Union of South Africa to co-operate with that 

Commission; 

8. Requests the Commission to report to the next· session of the 

General Assembly the extent Of progress achieved, together \fith its own 

views on the problem and ani proposals which in its opinion mey lead to a 

peaceful settlement of it; 
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