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S I g The General Assembly hes con51dered the question of the treatment of
people of Indian origin 1n the Unlon of South Afrlca at its first second Third,
f£ifth, sixth and seventh sessions. At the seventh seasion, the ' General Assembly,
on -5 December 21952, adopted, reaolu$1on 615 (any regarding the question, The
reaolutlon established & Uhited Nﬂtiona Good Offices Commission consiating of
three members to be nominated by the President of the General Assembly, with a
view 0o, arranglng and eagsisting in negmtiatlons between the Government of the
Union of South Africa and the Governments of India ‘and Pakisten in order that a
saﬁlsfactory solution of the qpastion in accordande with the Purposes and
.Principles of the Charter and, Uhiversal Declaratlon of Hhman Rights might be
achieved., The Oommission wes reqpested to report to the General AssaMbly at its
eighth gsesgion. At the L11th pleﬂary meeting on 21 December. 1952, the
Preaident anﬂounced that he had &np01nted the follow1ng members’ to serve on the
Good. Officea Comm1ssion. Cuba, Syrla and Yugpslav1a. 1
2, In :Lts report to the General Assembly (A/2u75), submitted on 1k September
1953, the Good, Offices Commiasion stated that, on 20 Mhrch 195%, it head. sent
a letter to the Nﬁnlsters for Foreign Affairs of India, Pakistan and the Uhion of
South Africa informing them thai the Comm1331on was at their disposal and that
it would appreclate any suggestions concernlng the manner in which it cOuld

renﬁer assistance, as vell as any information or v1ews whlch mlght contribute
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to the acccmplishment of its task. On 20 May, the Secretery-General forwarded
t0 the members of the Commission a copy of & letter addressed to him on 13 Mey
by the Permenent Representative of the Union of South Africa, sfaxing that the
Union Government regerded General Assembly resolution 615 (VII) as
unconstitutional and.could grant no recognition to fhe Commigsion appointed
under that resolution. ' The Good Offices Commission informed the General
Assembly that, in view of the response of the Goverrment of the Union of South
Africe,' 1t had been unsble to carry out its task to arrange and assist in
negotistions between the Goverrments concerned.

3. Pursusnt to the final paragreph of resolution 615 (ViI); the question was
placed 6n the provisional agenda of the eighth session of the General Assembly.
4. On 17 September, the GenerslAssembly at its 435th plenary meeting rejected,
by 45 votes to l,lwith 1l abstentions, e proposal to exclude the item from the
agenda.  The ltem was thereupon referred to the Ad Hoc Politicel Committee for
consideration end report. )

5. The Ad Hoc Political Committee considered the question at its 13th to.

22nd meetings, held between 16 and 29 October 1953.

6. Aﬁ the 13th nmeeting of the Committee, on 16,0ctober, the representative

of Indie imroduced a joint draft resolution (A/AC.T2/L.10) sponsored by
Afghanistan, Boliviae, Burma, Egypt, Guatemala, Haitl, Indie, Indonesia, Iran,
Iraqg, Lébanon, Liberia, Pakisten, the Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Syrie and Yemen.
Under the terms of the draft resolution, as subsequently revised by its

sponsors (A/AC.72/L.10/Rev.l}, the General Assembiy‘wﬁuld: (1) recall that it hed
given consideration to the question at six earlief'sessiOns;”(E) recall its
previous resolutions on the subject; (3) recall‘fhét resdlufions'595 (v),

511 (VI) end 615 (VII) hed successively called on the Govermment of the Union
of Bouth Afriea to refrain from implementing or éﬁfﬁrcing the Group Areas Act;
(4) take note of the report of the Good Offices Commission, end in particulsr
the Commission's conclusion that, in view of the response of the Govermment of
the Union of Séuth Africa, it had beeh unable %o carfy out its tesk to arrange end
assigt in negotiations between the Governments concerned; (5) express its
regret thet the South African Government (a) had refused to make use of the
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Commission's good offices or tb utilize any of the alternative procedures for the
settlemﬁnt “of the problem recommended by the four prev10us resolutions of the
General Asseﬂbly, (b) had continued to implement the Group Areas Act im
contremention of the provisions of three previdus resolutions, ‘and (e) was
7 proceeding with further legislation eontrary o the Cherter and the Unwersalt
Declaration of Humen Rights, including the’ Immigrants Regulation Amendment Blll
which sought to prohibit the entry into South Afrlca of wives and children of
South Africen nastiohals of Indlan origin; (6) consider that those actions of the
Uhion Govermuent were not in keeping with its dbligatlons and reeponsibilit;ee under
the Cherter of the United Nationa, (T) decide to eontinue the Good Offices
Commission gnd urge the Government of the Uhion of South Africe to co-operate with
that Commission; (8) request the-Gommissien to report to the next seesion the
extent of progress, achieved together wuth its own viewe on the problem and any
proposals which in its opinion. might lead to & peaceful settlement of. 1%;
{9) again call upon the Government of the Union of South Africa to refrain from
implementing the provisions of. the Group Aress Act; end (10) decide to 1nclude
“the 1tem in the provisional agenda,of its ninth regular session.
T. At the 21st meeting on 28 October, the rerpresehtatlve of Costa Rica
submltted an oral smendment to the Joint drafé resolution under ‘which, in
paregreph 5 (b), the words "in spite of" would he substituted for the words, "in
contravention of". This amendment was ! accepted by ‘the fepresentatlve of Indla on
behalf of the sponsors of the joint dreft resolumimn. $
8. At the seme meeting, the Committee procaeded to vote,.paregreph by'paragreph
on the amended Joint draft resolution with the following results:
Paragraph 1 was adopted by 48 vetea to one, with 7 ebstentions;
.. Paragraph 2 (a) was sdopted by 49 votes to 3, with 7 sbstentions;
~ Pavagraph 2 (b) wes adopted by 50 votes. to one; with 7 abstentions;
Paragreph 2 (c) was adopted by YT votes-te one, with 10 ebstentions;

Paragraph 2 (d) wes adopted by W votes to one, with 11 abstentions
Paragreph 2 (e) was adopted by 47.votes to one, with 11 sbstentions;
Paragreph 5 was adopted by ho;votee to 5, with 12 abstentienn; |
Panagraph h‘wes adopted by;hﬁivetes to One,_wiﬁh‘lé abaten#ions;




A/2532
English
Page 4

Pa&agraph'B (a) was adopted by 40 votes to 10, with 8 abstentions;

Paragraph 5 (b) was adbpted_by 34 votes %o io, with 15 abstentions;

Paragraph 5 (c) was adopted by 32 votes to 15, with 11 sbstentions;

P@ragraph 6 was.adopted by_32 votésAto 10, with 16 abstentions;

Paragraph 7 was aaOpted by 46 votes to 4, with 8 abstentioné;

Paragraph 8, up'to and including the words "progress achieved“ was adopted
by 4 votes to 7, with 6 sbstentions;

The remeinder of paragraph 8 was adopted by a roll-call vote of 37 to 13,
with 9 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour:

Against}

Abstaining:

Afghanistan, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma;‘Byelorussién
Soviet Socialist Republic, Chile, China, Coste Rica, Cuba,

-Czechoslovekia, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Guatemsls,

Heitl, -Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran, Irag, Lebancn, Liberias, :
México, -Nicaragua, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Seudi Arabia,
Syrias, Ukrainian Soviet Soclalist Republic, Union of Soviet |
Sociglist Republics, Urugusy, Yemen, Yugoslavia,.

Augtralis, Belgium, Denmark, France, Greece, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, New Zesland, Rorway, Sweden, Union of South Africa,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America,

Canada, Colombis, Dominican Republic, Iceland, Israel, Pareguay,
Thailand, Turkey, Venezuela.

Paragraph 9 was adopted by 33 votes to 10, with 15 ebgtentions;

Paragraph 10 was adopted by h5 votes to 10, with h ebstentions.

The draft resolution asg 8 vwhole was adopted by & roll-call: vote of 38 to 2
with 19 abstentions. The voting was as follows: ‘

In favour:

Agaiqgﬁ:
Abgtaining:

Afghanistan, Bollvia, Brazil, Burma, Byelorussian Soviel Socialilst
Republic, Chile, China, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovekis, Ecuador,
Egypt, El Selvedor, BEthiopia, Guatemala, Halti, Honduras, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Lebancn, Liberis, Mexico, Nicaragua,
Pakistan, Paraguay, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria,
Thailand, Ukranian Soviet Scciasliet Republic, Union . of Soviet
Sociallst Republics, United States of America, Uruguay, Yemen,
Yugoslavia.

Greece, Union of South Africa.

Argentine, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Columbia, Demmerk,

Dominian Republic, France, Iceland, Israel, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
New Zealend, Norway, Peru, Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, Venezuela.

9. The Ad Hoc Folitical Cammittee, therefore, recommends to the General Assembly
the adoption of the followling resolutiom: = :
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EEREA‘IMEI\ET OF PEQPLE OF |I1\HDIAN OBIGIN IN 'I'HE UNION OF SOUTH RFRICA
i ! I ! " i :
i i
|

| The General Asgenmibly '7 e . r

'1," Recalls that at its first, second, thirél, fifth, sixth end
seventh sessions it has given consideration to the question of the
'l;res:i:ment of people of Indien er:ugin irl, the Union of South Afr:.cs., i
. '2. Further recalls:

' (a) That resolution h»ll- (I) of 8 December J.9h6 expressed the opiniOn
: «ths:t the treatment of Indians in the Union of South Africa should. be in
-conformity with the international leigs.tions under the agreements |
‘concluded between the Governments of Indis end the Union of South Africa
and LI;he relevant provislons -of : the Chamter end requested the two
"Governments ‘o report o the Geners.l Assembly oﬁ the messures adopted -i:o
:‘hhim effect; - b

 (b) That resolution 365 (III) of 14 Msy 19&9 invited the Governmen‘bs

of India Paklstsn end the\Unlsn of South Africa to enter into discusslon
‘e;h w round, teble conference 3 ’csking i::rbo consideretion the Purposes snd
fPrineiples of 'l:he Charter -and the Decls.rs.tion of Humen Rights;

. (e) That resolution 395 {V) of 2 Deceﬂber 1950 held that a policy
of "racial segregation“ (sgartheid) was necessarily based. on. doctrines Of
‘racial discriminstion, repeeted its recammendetion that a round teb}e
kconference be held, and fm:ther recomenﬁ.ed ths:b in the event of fa.ilure
to hbld a conference or reach egreemenﬁ therest, a commission of three

:members be set up %o agsist the ps.rtles in csrrylng through appropriate
nego‘tie.tlons, ; S ‘ !

(@) That ‘resolutlon 511 (v:t) of 12 anua,ry 1952 reaffirmed 'bhe |
-recommendetion cf resolution 395 (V) that & three—memher commission be
‘ests.blished and further req_ues“bed. the Becrstary-General of the Um.'ted. )
‘Na.tisns p in. the event, of fs:ilure *to ests.blish such 8 comission, to ;Lencl
“his | ass:.s‘bance 'bo the Gowrernments soncerned and. if necessary to appaln't an
:indilvidual who would. render an,v addi'bional assis'bance Geemed’ advisable H

' (e} That resolution 615 (VII) of '5 December 1952 esteblished & ;
tbree-member United Nations Good, Offices Gsmnission to a.rrange “and assist

|
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in negotiations between the Covernments copcerned in crder that a
satisféctory solution in accordance with the Purposes - and Principles of the
Charter end the Universal Declaration of Human Rights might be achieved;

3. Also recalls that vesolubions 395 (V), 511 (VI) and 615 (VII)
successively called on the Government of the Union of South Africa to |
refrain from implementing or enforcing the Group Areas Act;

4. Takes note of the report of the Good Offices Commission (4/2473),
and in particular its conclusion that "in view of the response of the
GOVernment of the Union of South Africa, it has been unsble to carry out its
task to arrange end assist in negotistions between the Governments concerned”

5. Expresses its regret that the Government of the Union of South
Africa:

(2) Has refused to meke use of the Commission's good offices or to
utilize any of the alternative procedures for the Settlement of the

problem recompended by the four previous resolutions of the General
Assembly, .

(b) Has continued to implement the Group Areas Act in epite of the
provisions of three previous resolutions; and

(¢} Is proceeding with further legislation contrery to the Charter
and the Universel Declarsation of Human Rights including the Immigrants
Regulatlon.ﬂmendment Bill which seeks to prohibit the entry into South
Africe of wives and children of South Africen netionals of Indian origin;

6. Considers that these actions of the Governmept of the Union of
South Africe are not in keéping with its obligations and responsibilities
under the Charter of the United Nations;

T+ Decides +to continue the Good Offices Commiésion and urges the
Government of the Union of South Africa to co-opergte with thab |
Commission;

8. Requests the Commission to report to the next session of the
General Assenbly the extent of progress achieved, together with its cun
views on the prdblem and any proposals which in its oplnion may lead to a
peaceful settlement of it;
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