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Twentieth re ative and 
Bud etary ue~iti" s t . tl!le • i hthi1 ~ession of th nl!!ra.l Assembly 

, 

1. The Advisory Col!llllitt+e ot]l :Aaministrs,t:ive a.pd Budgeta:r;W Questions hss 

considered a. report s·tmittedlil'i)y tM Sec~e~ary-General ~A L4$6) in e.ccorda.nce 

with resolution 692 (~f[I) 1 eDt' $ December 'l952, in wpich 't b General AsseniblY' 
'f' ,I I II I ~ f! I 

I l•l_ : li I ! I I ' ~ 'I 
instructed tl!le Secret'fY~'*"'ne, tl :to, prepe;r~ a. report, fa ,._rl)ulation to Menib,ers 

"on the practical consrq~nces ,: of a.' ohsngel in the openi~g ~ate of regular sessions 
II ' ,Ill ' ' ' ' ~ I. .1! • from the third Tuesda.~ in Sepj~mber,to an9ther date earf ~ 9r later in the 

::a.r";here two 6 iw4ch suer a change 

(a.) To'. reduce t~.'e ffsk , ! :11os'V. ·.pone$11.•. t o~: the Gen~r ~ 1ssenibly session; 
(b) To .reduce t~e r:!.sk i f interrupt~on of. th~ ses~i ~ f!d the diVi(liOij of 

the work of the A!ase~lyi iln'tlo two parts. 
II I II I 3. It is the view o~ t~~ se:~e'tlaT,r-Gene~al thst to se, ~~he above advantages 
11 · 1

1 
I ' TI 1 I ' , 

(~th due re~d to o1~fla ·· i~'h-1!-tive 9onsi(lerations~,,f ~ate should be c):losen 

between the begilllling !pf11 the , • +a.l' ~d e&;~~ BUU1Dl6r ·, ' Wi I t~is view the A~v;Lsory 

Committee is.' in a.greeli! .. 'en~. l.1 ~~~.J.1 '.· •• <;)mpltta.·' · . su. ~s:_, hOW.:eve:e,. t~ •.. ·t. ~-• h~ risks re:!:'erre~.'>o 
in paragraph. 2 above ~oul<ji bei lequ~~d a.l;ld :not el±m:l;na.ted ~. ~uch a change in the 

opening date ~ ~~ ·: i • 'IIi i · ·· ' 
1 

• : • 1·\ 1. · !1 · . 

4. The Secretary-Ge~erH ha~:!fmier sJgestt~d 2dAprtl~s:ian opening date for 

the purpose ?:!:' illust¥t~ts 4~ pra~tical. ~cons~quences tf r' thsnge. . This ~ppe~rs 
to the Commi~tee the ~arttestil ~o~VIll!lient ~ate ~ithl:n th~ lir~t hslf of the ~ear. 
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5. It should, however, be noted that the Secretary-Generai makes no pr.oposal 

for a change in the opening dato;~. Furthe~ore, the Advisory Committee ,,is 

informed that no delegation has 

the current year, 

" presented any such proposal or suggestion during 
',: 

6, For its part 1 the Advisory Conmd ttee does not recollllllend a cha,nge. :' In the 
r '; 

first place, it takes account of the fact that, in a majority of Member ;,States, 
,, 

the ten-weeks period running from 20 April is normally a period of parl$amentary 

activity exceeding in importance and intensity> the ten weeks from the m:tddle of 
~ . :' 

September ·to the end of November. For this reason, no action should be taken 
. . . ~ 

such as would enhance the difficulties already confronting Members in the matter 
:1 

of high-level representation at Assembly sessions, This is ,a question 
1

,of 
' • • ! • ;: 

cardinal importance to the United Nations, outweighing the possible advantages to 
" ,, 

be derived in other respects from a change in date. 

7, .rn the second place, the period in quest:!.on would cover three major 
" Assemblies: United Nations (April -July), World Health Organization (May), 

Int~rnational Labour Organisation (June}. A :Part from other disadvanta~es that . ' - ' . 
are cited by tbe Secretary-General (A/2436, paragraph 10), this circumstance might 

! ~ 

cause inconvenience to Treasuries and other government departments. 

8, Thirdly, a large-scale re-adjustment of the conference programme would be 

· called for. This offers serious disadvantages both .to the. United Nations and 

the specialized agencies, and runs counter to the express intent of the Jleneral 

Assembly 1 which. emphasized the necessity of firmly fixing a long-term pattern of 

conferences during the four-year period 1954 to 1957. " ,, 

9. Fourthly, .account must be taken of the effect which a change in th~. opening 

date from September to April would produce on the financial arrangements', of the 

United Nations. The report of the Secretary-General contains, in paragraphs 15 

to 25, a useful review of the consequences, predicated respectively on (~) the 

maintenance of the existing financial year· (1 .<fa.nuary - 31 December}, an~ (b) a 

change in the financial year to 1 July·- 30 June. Attention is drawn to the 

serious drawbacks or risks which the Secretary-General foresees in either 

eventuality, 



q :: i! ·:1~~, -·- ·: ;' 
10. The review ;t gJ;I~st:tJdh k._,._be sutilmariz_ed a_ s 

"lj. I' II':' 11 OJ., 

1 Ollenirl 1a~te ' 1~ he: Gene 
1
1 As~enib 
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(a) Exi ting :t'iillil.ndk 1-
1 hr • iL Jan·· 

1 

- '31 Debe e . .. 

(i) Budget-~¥rg "kt~plf start 1 1 ttee~ ~o~tha : e Olj~ the op~ning o~ the 

financial year; I' ' li ~~-11•. •. . • • • i :. . . i I I -; w1ai - ' 
( 11•.) The bu~g~t-· __ 1:_ wo~ -~~- ~e-~dopt __ ~4: six.mbnths ~¢-f_,·;~._~_ il._ the .opening of :,the 

' I• ;, j: I'' I ' I ' I ·... ,. I II " 

financial. year; ii ! 1: I' r : ') : i .. ·. I ~:}) •• 

( 11_i) Suppl~_mEin,tar~l- !es:t;ilOO.tes wquld iJ:ie ba!1ed ~--· onJ-y_. thre_ e to i'o\.ti)_ months 
" II ~ : I ' ' I I' ' " I ' I ' I ~ ' : ' ' I I ' 

~eri~ce; they!: c9u~d .PA!t, \Je. an a6¢~ate rei'iect Pn: ofi: requirements f~r the 
. ''I ill I I I I 

full 7~; ~~ 11 I ·ill · 11 1 
I' 1:~~ 1 :• 

'i II I, jl I I I I • : 

(iv) B:eavie:r ~~~ls ~~~rul~ pe mad~ oil ~he Wor~tlg carite.l Fund bece."fu;e of' the 
difficulty (rei'el1,'ed ,~o :r! 1 (iii) abaye) of' l!tibm:l,tt~ng s~plemente.ry estimates, 

' I I ' l I 

and because incre~se~~~ elpd~tute on ~ccount of th ' ne~al Assenibly session 
I I ' l.j,- I I I' I 

would be inc~J:~:Ted: dur~tlg te, f!l.rst dJf months of' t~ll I ee.r; 
1
: 

( v) While tll).e :g~ne .. ~ ~ithation] in r$e:PS¢~. o~. c nttibutions would .. not be 

changed,, the inte:tv~lli be ~~e~ tfe ad<>J?tion of the "'PP o'pfiation reso1ut7on and 

the opening of' the Z\e~ ~·~a~c:t11-1 YEl!j.Jf (approxillill.t~Ry- ls:lf months) would .. enable 

notices bf assess~!. to ,\9 ~SI!IJ.led ~a,'ly enougl:l ':roJ liJ~ue.ry to become: the due 

date of' pa"""""'t .!'j ', I' ! it · ' ' II·.;; .. __ ·~,:'.''_: 1 
(/- • 'I ,, ' . " ·~~· -·-j• 

, 'I~ ·:!'·: !1'.1! i i • . ! ·i·~~i.~~J_:.I: .: 
(b) e in th :f.l an Ill ea.r to Ju - 0 J e l'i . 

(i)• _The int~rv~~s~~ltw-ben1 the .P~eperatio~ "'-n :a·op~ion of the bud~et, on the 

one hand~ and the !ioJ;r'' 'in~'·'~~ i' 1 th~ i'in~cial_ year.' o : t. e. bther, would rems. •• in ,. ,, I I ' ·I I . I ,. '[' I ,. ,, 

.: • ,!! ·~ . : , j ~-:.. : • : • , I: ,, . . : :: : r~~;- !! 
uncha.ngea_ , ~I .:!_ ., ._ i : ~1~: ._' , , 

1

.. ~-- 1
1 

•• • ~ ;:~,. I· 
i' 'II' I i : ' .: ·.I : ' ' ,. 1: ' '_' ' :: 

(iii) As re~r1p] 1 co : " i'IJut~ons 1 ~xten~ive 1 reperc s1~ons, the nature of' which 

ca-nnot bf! precise~y i:'-'pre~~l!ln 1 e.re l:t~~ly i~ so f~ l~s.ltlf dates of' rece:f.pt are 

concerne~. Some liM*.'-, ~r ; __ ·~tea. __ .:_ might ___ i'_be o~-l;tg~-q. t~- ·_, d_ vi1~e their contrib.·utions 
between two succe's~n~ b~rfs:i Ady!!.ntagE1s migh,t,l: o 

1 

tfe other hand, ~esult in 

the case of' Membe~s ;Wros~IIIE'~fial ~~ar 111 als9 1 
1

tr . , • ir 30 Jwe, and who would 

thus be .in a posir ..• i'fl:_ .:to. !F_ ~:r_: t.h. ~ir pQ_~_ .. tribllt __ io~: df•_ i. tg ~he first month~ of'_ t)le 
financial year, .w~t:q F c,ci!fe!Jpohding e,lleviati¢1) o~: tte yorking Capital ,Fund. 
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11. On the subject of a possible change in the financial year of the United 

Nations, the Secretary-General suggests that such a step could not be decid~d 
. il 

upon until agreement concernillg the date of payment of contributions had bet!P. 

obtained :from a su:f'i'icientl;r large group of Members whose contributions re~iesent 
a major part of the annual assessment. In the opinion of the Advisory COIIllllittee 

consideration should also be given to the position of the specialized e.genc!es, 

which have a fiscal year uni:fo:rm with that of the United Nations. This 

uniformity has advisedl;r been pursued as an element in budgetary. co~ordinatfon 

that makes for comparability. On that basis, the Assembly of one 'e.g?Ucy tdok 

fo:rme.l action in 1948 to bring its fiscal year into con:fo:rmity with that of 'the 

United Nations and other specialized agencies. It cannot therefore be to the 
I' 

general interest for the United Nations to deviate from that principle. 

12. For the reasons stated in the present report the Advisory COIIllldttee 

recommends that the existing provision concerning the opening date of the ~nere.l 

AsseDiJ:?ly session should be maintained. The Committee, however, suggests, ~hough 

1 
without making a fi:rm recommendation, that a deferment of the openin~ date, :: 

poesibl;r by two weeks, until the first Tuesday in October might be conside~d, 

in order to Sfford more time for preparatory work for the session, and , in ,, 

particular for the drafting and printing of the annual report of the Economic 

and Social Council. 




