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Twenbieth report of the Advisory Commities on Admipigtrative and
Budgetery Questions to]the aighth’ bession of the Gpneral Assembly

1. The Advisory Committie oﬁhﬁdministrqtiva and Budgetarly Questions has
considered e.report sqh ted”by tha Secre%ary—ceneral (Afkh36) in accordance
with resolution 692 (VII) of 1 Deeem'ber 1952, “in’ which|'the General Asseubly
instructed the Secretq#y“¢ener!litofpreparé & rbport'fo< '&réulation to’ Meubers

"on the practical conAF nce?iof &, chﬂnga‘in the openi?g ha%e of’ regular sesslons
from the third Tuesdaywin Septémher ito anqther date eariiqr $r later in the_
year".

2. There are two maih p o; slwhich such a change mig .
(8) To reduce & le r ‘ postponeﬁant of the Gemers Asaembly session,
{b) Tc reduce thB risk ff interruption of the éeasi't qnd the division of
the work of the qssaﬁblyanto twc pants
3. It is 'bhe view ofn th Seg eqary-c;enaﬁa.l that to se #uﬂ'@ the above adventages
(with due regard to ot%ﬁr‘admﬁW*atrative qonsiderationsj, P date should be qpnsen
between the beginninglofuﬁhs y ar and e&rly summer . g Witkltkis view the Advisory
_it amphaaiaea, thaver,‘t . he risks referred to
Is?eduaﬁd and npt eliminateﬁ h éuch a change in the
ﬁﬁ P ”‘ . ; ‘
L, The Secretary-Gaqera haﬁnfurther suggested 20 April;
the purpose of illust: ati ] é praqtical consequances éf: .ghangé. This appears
to the Committee the éarliest|£onvemient dete within thg first half of the year.

.Ip¢ssibly accomplish

Committee is in agreemgnt
in paragraph 2 above ﬂ%ulﬁ be;

opening date; “|
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5. It should, however, be noted that the Sécretaz'y-Genarai ma.kes no pi‘oposa.l
for a change in the opening date. Furthermore s The Advisory Comnittee is
informed that no delegation has presented eny such proposal or suggest:.on during
the current year, 5;

6. TFor its part, the Advisory Committee does not recommend & change. ' In the
first place, it takea account of the fact that in & majority of Member ‘States 3
the ten-weeks pericd running from 20 April is normelly a period of pa,rliamentary
activity exceeding in impor‘cance and intensity 't;he ten weeks from the middle of
September to the end of November. For this reason, no action should be taken
auch ag would enhance the difficulties already confronting Members in 'bhe metter
of high—level representa.tion at Assembly sessicns, This is a question ‘of
cardina.l importance to the United Netions, outweighing the possible advan‘bages to
be derived in other respects from a change in date. ,
T. -In the second place, the period in gquestion would cover three major
Assemblies: United Nations (April - July), World Health Organization (May) s
 International Labour Orgenisation (Jume). - Apart from other disadvautaébs that
are cited by the Secretery-Genersl (A/2h36 , paragraph 10) » this circtmstance might
cause inconvenience to Treasuries and other government departments. _
8. Thirdly, a large-scale re-ad,jwstmant of “bhe conference programme would be
‘called for. This offers serious disa.dva.ntages both to the United I\Ta.t:tons and
the specialized a.gencies , and runs counter to the express intent of the General
Assembly, which emphegized the necesgity of firmly fixing a long-term pa.‘ttern of
tonferences during the four-year period 1954 to 1957. :j ‘
9. Fourthly, account must be teken of the effect which & change in the opening
date from September to April would produce on the Timanclal arrangementa“ of the
United Natioms, The report of the Secreta.ry-General contains, in paragraphs 15
to 25, a useful review of the consequences, predica.ted respectively on (a.) the
ma.intena.nce of the existing finencial year (1 J'a.nua.ry 31 December}, a,nd (b) a
chenge in the finencisl yea,r to 1 July - 30 June. Attention 1s dreawn to ‘the
gerious drawbacks or risks which the Secreiery-General foresees in either
eventuality.
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10. The review iqli Qﬁéat‘l?ﬁ may be awhmarizad as £ ‘lbﬂ a}* _ y .

| Openiﬁg ﬂ e bf’ 'bhe Genez;-a.l Assem‘blv sass* ont 20 April :
(a) Existing fina.ndi’lal ;ylah.r 1 Jan - 31 Decem ar | :
(i) Budget-fh&lging wuhld ata.r‘h ;ﬁeeﬁ monﬁhs before the ‘opéning of the
financial year; ‘I T F " bovi | L ;
(:11) The buqﬂgat%waqyg be p.dop'ted six months Bt rer' the opening of “the
fmancia.l year; || 1§ .-M F'_f:\i' SRR '

(iii) Supplémentary ﬁs‘i:iﬁlm.tes wq:ula he ‘based on ;nly three to four months
experience, they' cdﬁld npt ‘pe an a,cmtra.ta refiactié:ﬁl f requirements ftér the
oalyeess | IR f:

{ iv) Hea,vieﬁ qa.:lLl ‘puld be ma.de on the Worklhé Ca‘bital ‘Fund bacaﬁse of the
difficulty - (refemed g (iii) a’bovg) of” aubmj,tt jug supplementa.ry aatima‘bes,

-and because increé,sedy-e ] ; “Fc'liture on: é,ccotm‘l: of “the' G
would be incurred! during he.  Tirst six moriths of tl:{e ;

(v) While the ‘géhe_: ,_F‘h. F,li'bua.tion in réspect ofl ¢ nt&'ibutions would ‘mot be
changed, the’ inteﬁrva.libe:’qivukep ‘t 16 adoption of the a!pp opFiation resolu'bion end
the opaning of thé nex*h fmapcial yesm (approxima:beill.y_ si; months ) w::uld enable

‘notices of assessﬁaﬂt}to'_flﬂb ;I.asued early anough :E'or? 1 Ja,nua.ry to beconme the due
da.te of payment. ,|| ;:f 1- '..| _ '
(b) Change in th@ :ﬂﬂ.:amn 1 lyear o 1 July 30 J'une
- ( i) The in'térvnllﬁ bftween the. pmép&ratioﬂ and i oprl:ion of the budget on the
ong hand, ¥ and the no;:\«eh:tinﬁL of: the finé,ﬁcial yee.r ? on *& e other , would rema.in

unchanged; 0ol e 'ﬁ“ J i' A wgﬁ t :

CRUE S Y L T

(iii) _AB regar' <} ; c: Ny L i‘b'm'bﬁ.ons’ ?X‘L‘-enﬁive |rBPeFrC‘

_!‘U__‘_.,. ';. Fh 4] ».

: nei'al Asgembly . sesaion

ea i

4@9;

sions ’ the natwa of which

ca;;mot h? precisely Jt en, e.re 1ikal§r :T.m BO: far ‘a.a the detes of receip‘h are
concerned. SomeMet#e’r;% *te.*l:ea ‘might | be obliged tq dl viﬁe their contrimrt;ions
between two success:ive bu.“gets.j, Aﬂvé.ntages might \o the other hand, result in
the case of Mambei;s wﬁose'“ﬁnanpial yéa.r 1s also 1 July - 30 June, end who would
thus be :m a posi‘l;iow to'| pky their cm&tributiona duri

“finencial year, ‘witl} a cdﬁeapohding a.lleviatmn of;f, %

g j:he £irst monthd of the
o Working Capital Fund.
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11, On the subject of & possible change in the fivancisl) year of the United@.
Na.tions, the Seéretary-(}aneral suggests that such a step could not be decidéid
‘upon until agreement concerning the date of payment of contributions had been
obteined from a sufficiently large group of Members whose contributions represe:rb
a mejor part of the annual assessment, In the opinion of the Advisory Comﬂ:lttee
cons:.dera.tion should also he given %o the posltioh of the specia.lized agenciea 3
which have & fiscal year uniform with that of the United Netions. This ‘
miformity hes advisedly been pursued as an element in budgetery covorﬁina.tf-on
that lmakes for comparé.bility On thet besis, the Assembly of one a.gency took
formal action in 1948 to bring its fiscal yeer imto conformity with thet of the
Unlted Wations arnd other specialized egencies., It cennot therefore be to th.e
general interest for the United Netions to devia.te from thet principle.

12. For the ressons stated in the present report the Advisory Committee .
recomuends that the existing proviaion concerning‘ the opening dete of the Génsral
As'sembly session should be meintained. The Connnittee , however, suggests, 'bhough
lwithoub meking e firm recommenda.tion » that e deferment of the opening date 2! i
poesibly by two weeks, untll the first Tuesday in Cctober might be considered

in order to afford more time for preparatory work for the session, and 'in ‘

particular for the drafting and printing of the ammual report of the Economic
and Soclsl Council.






