UNITED NATIONS

GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

~Diggr,

afddlh :
S Mavagber 150
ORTIGINAL:; ENGLISH

. " " .
- ; m e
=t ' " g St - =t 1

Eighth |bession
Agenda.| #.t.em Lo

HEADQUARTERS | OF THE UNYIED| NATIONS

Report of the Secretery-Géneral

I. INTRODUCTLON

1. %golut‘ioﬁt 663 (v:d:[), ado;pted by tpe Geﬁen,ag, Asselbly dﬂ 25 November 1952,
reques#?d the §acretary-GeneraJ. t0| submrl'b a fﬂa.#.’ report to neral Assenbly
et itsl ighth gession Qh the cpnatructiqm of |t1:Lel| Headquartex qe Secretary-~

' Tregrets that, mpﬁtrarw . éarliér expeé[‘tﬁltiona, it w:i.ll t be possible

for h at the: present ||3$ssion to- rende a £iing report and p.cco ting on the

Headq_:itters crbnstxuctibn prcg;'amme due‘['boi uﬁfc}‘r%seen delaya completion

both oﬁ[the mﬁk withiq the Un;l.teqi Natiéns[t aﬁt #,“t:selﬁ and the}‘additional work

which the G:T.ty of New qurk is ¢arrying ?ut.tonr j i to. Work to

be comlzh.eteu w:i*bh:l.n theah Hea&qumr‘bers sif,e ¢cm,5ﬁ1bﬂ A5} for the n:ﬁost p t of some

minor lﬁases of the co truqtimn p:J'ogramme ; ce 1a:i.n a&l;}ua'bments n interior and
: " eort

exteri {' 1ay0ut',s requir?d fm:' the ﬂette:é' operat‘#. n y maintenaTuce d security
of ’che ’ruildinga, portd ons of‘ ‘the landaca;pm@%: ogramme 3 end th l installatlion

appzrpache ‘ ther

|
of art sltic chjects of a decorativé na‘hure, ihci;l.uding some 05‘ a m?LJumental

character, donated by Mémber Sﬁated

II. . CONSTRUCTION FROGRESS
2. m the principe,l qtructures have hpeﬁ, sybéﬁ]hntially cohplet%ﬁ and both the
buildin.#ts and 'bhe ge.ragé anea.s are how full;r tj:e u‘?ied. . Oceupancy |¢f the
‘Sec:rierl::a.w’L at building co:ﬂtﬂenced ¢.n Augus‘c 19‘5@\ é“iéh'teen months efter the signing
of “bhe ; nstruci;.ion con‘#;ra.ct- Ehe :F'irst.Coumc fuee‘bings were held in the new

chamber uea.rly in 1952, lpn& the Gemrai Assém}d ﬁeld i‘bs fistt plenary meeting

ia 1ts Tw Halln in Qetoler of the s&me yém' Tldren remaihing constrpletion items
55-50%




Af 254k
English
Page 2

included, smong others, completion of the guard houses on First Avenue at

43rd and 47th Streets; the installation of numerous illuminated and non-
illuminated directional signs and bulletin boards; the installstion of a
complete security alerm system providing proper coverage of the entire group

of bulldings; interior painting; constryction and instellation of revolving
doors at the north end of, and at the delegatea’ entrance to, the General
Assembly bullding, and completion of ‘the podium in.the General Assembly Hall.
It now appears that these items will not be completed, and the final finencial
settlements mede, until the spring of 195k.

3. Work within the general ares of Bbadquarters, for which the City of

New York has assumed responsibility, has been proceeding simultaneously with
the construction of the Headquarters itself. The First Avenue tunnel was
opened in the spring of 1953, 42nd Street and 47th Street have been widened

and beautified end similer improvements. have been carried out in the two

perk areas north and south of 42nd Street at the west side of First Avenue.

The reconstruction of First Avenue as well as the erection of the fence on

the boundaries of the site 1s spproaching completion. It is gratifying to

note that the City of New York hee repamed First Avenue between 42nd and

47th Streets "Uhitedjﬂationa Plaza"”. The Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive, including
the overpasses from the Drive to First Avenue at 42nd and 4Bth Streets, has
2lsc been re-aligned and rebuilt from 37th to 52nd Streets. Due to unforeseen
elrcumstences, . work which the City is underfaking, haes not proceeded as rapidly
as was orlginaily anxicipated'énd this, in turn, hes resuited in some delay

in the completion of certein adjacent worﬁ within the Headquarters site.

h. The lendscaping of the grouﬁds started early in 1951 when trees and ground
cover were planted west of the Secretariat building and east of the Library. Im
1552, with the completion of the General Assembly end the Conference builldings,
the 1andacapé work south of the Genersl Assembly building was consolidated
with the work previously completed in the Secretariat building area and the
south garden was also finished ' !

5. The north areas, which was being used by the Uhited Nations and Clty
contractors for storage of materiels and contractors! offices, became available
in the spring of 1953. A conitract was immediately let for the eﬁtire lendscaping
of the north gerdens., The landscapé area,‘cénsisting of the rose gardens,
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ing some 1,500 ﬁoses, 185 floweﬁﬂné uierﬁ& trees, as~well ls o firo
* i
hamthbrns, swﬁet gum gnd honey‘loc

contai

group k el ees, ‘together h ground cover
will B \substantially qompleteﬁ late th 8 fa}lq TA consider#ble t of this
plenting has been- donahed by individuals o; arqpﬂs of indivﬁduals]-

6. % lanﬁséaping of the remaiming afeaé hP% %een unavol Ebly etardea as

‘ i

surface of Firat Avenue¢ The haladne oﬂ tﬁe\ scape | wnrk,|name
west of %he Library'at ﬁand Street and wesﬁ oﬁ tﬁp ventilatoﬁ at 4bBrd Street
and First Avenue has beén dontractea for‘ mh$ nting of those ees and
shrubs. %pich will not be af¢ected by fropt yi;ll_r completed this all but

the minQ; items of grcuqd c0ver anﬂ aae&;na mﬁmﬂ "e delayed Qntil) pring. The
propert* line curbs and Pence wwrk ﬂhich ti¢ %n|kilthe landsque Programme are
now pro essing and shouﬁd he completeﬁ By th& &; y of New Yb k b Farly spring.
T It Mas anticipated that the coqstruqti@n Po %Iconnected e removal
of the p&er at h6th Stre&t and the ﬂepaiq of ﬂherﬁulkhead alohg East River
would be completed this year. %ast aprin ,”hoy qr, 2 Cargo ﬁbip just

off the Wb6th S*reet Pieruand the United Siatea Aimy Enginsers; who

Jurisdic hon over all nayigéble streams, Fane @eaq1unsucce35f*l to |date in
'raising kﬁ Wreck The ﬁecﬁetary-Gepﬁral id adv*s?d that ane%her ntract for
1ts removhl is under pxeparatiom and that) iu i§ ch expected %o comglete

this ope Ltion by the firat of, the yéar, phus tting the United |Netions

to procedd, early in the Fpriug of lQSh ﬁitp ﬁh Wnrk it is obligafed to
undertake hwith respect %o, the pier end -bulkhead | | Tois latter tork st be

done and paid for by the Uhited ﬁatiqns as prov}d%%for by agr eman% with the
City of Néw York. ; K ,L* ke g
8. ‘The ?ecretary-Genera} plans to suhmiﬁ‘sapa$a§qpy as.a suplleme$ ary
budgetarylitem a propoaalwfor the extensiop or ?hé Delegates’ ﬁinin Room and

Cafeteria racilities. oo v '.*h&f' §

a resuL# of dalays in t£e completidn ofuthe ]l and’ reconatruc on of the
P » the area

_,r,-_ig_s—«
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IIT. FINANCIAL REPCRT
' !

9. The. CGeneral Aséembiy,Aat its sixth session, epproved a'redﬁeaﬁ of the
Secretary-General for authorization toﬁiﬁcuf any-ne¢essary additional
expenditure not exceeding $3 million in_eiceas_ﬁﬁf%he‘6riginal suthorization
of $65 million fof the purpbﬁefof completing the permanént Hemdguarters. . One
mi1lon dollers of this amoint was appropristed in the 1952 budget .
{resclution 592 (VI)) in eddition to which the éecretéryﬁeeneral was suthorized
to draw upon th97Wbrking Capital Fund, as‘regﬁired in a total emount not
exceeding $2 million. At its seventh session, the Geperal Assembly eppropriated
in‘the 1953 budget & further one million ﬂollars for Heamdquarters construction
purposes (resolution 6Th (?II)) and contimued the authorization to draw from
the Working Capital Fund sums not exceeding the remaining one million dollars
for the same puiposes (resolution 676 (VII))

10. As of 30 September 1953, apprOximately $67 million hed been expended,
obligated or budgeted for the completion of the Headquarters construction
programme Tt 1is antleipated. that af'ter the remaining work is completed, an
amount of not less then one million dollarg out of the total of $68 million
will be available for surrender in 195k. It is thersfore proposed to release
the sum of one million dollars from the authorization.presently standing against
the Working Capital Fund snd to return any residnal balance remaining in
'exness of this smount to ‘the appropriate appropyiation.account._ These sav;ngs
are the result of determined efforﬁs on the part of officiais responsible for.
the construction of the Headquerters in effEcting all possible economies in
the expenditure of the funds available and in szcuring advantageous gsettlement
of contractors! claims against the Uhited Nations. .

11. The non-interest bearing loan of $65 million made availeble by the ‘
Government of the United States of America under Public Iaw No. 903, as set
fortﬁ'iﬁ the Headquerters Losn Agreement, has been'ﬁithdrawn in its entifety
by requisition and expended. As of now a total of $3,5OD,OOO hes been repaid
by tﬁe United Netions to the United States Government. Withdrawels againsﬁ
the supplementary request of $3 million have been made in the axount of
$1,500,000. The Headquerters Planning Office constructlon accounts through

31 July 1953 have been audited by the Board of Auditors.




Af254L

English
Page 5
3 A N
| .f; |I ' [V. [ART
a T
12. procednre of c&earing”with the{ 4 ¢ 8 alll mattera
relating to thd selectibn of! art otjecté, :“fih s anfl glft offers
is st11] in efﬂect. | ﬁﬁffﬂ 1L"{f 1 N |
15, W |Iious gifts of. statuary* ﬁeéérati |oRJects and| t‘hingﬁ have been
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proposaqs are under dis&uséion. Soliie o# thebe &ifts re : in ¢onnexion with
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