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1. . ~~~o1utio+ 663 . <VJj;r) , !· adopted' by t~e , ·. 25 1 ovember 1952, 

req~es~ra. the ~ecretar~1-Gepe;ra+ to l'~ublllj!-t ~. ~1# repo~ to ifhe neral Assembly 

Genera{ regr.;.t~ that, ~p:Otr~~ t"l tarl;l.fr ~~~~~tie>ns~ it fll ,It be possible 

for hilfl at theipresent ise.· s,sion.· to ~e~def ~! :t .• !f.•,, , i,!l(epo~ andJiccol!ting on the 
Headqu#ters c¢nstruct~bn progt!lllllru;) due

1

j t9! wjfqr~seen delay .in ~,e completiol;l 

both o. ~~t .. he wo+k. w:tthi~ th~.· ,Unl,t. ea!N·:· a~i~ .• nsil s.•~.·.··t.• ~~ ~tselti and J~ ·thelladditional work 
which i}*e CitY j.Of New l\p~k is ¢~ng ?uti ow ~~. appwache~l theri to. Work to 

' • ' : ' I : ' • ' : I ' : I I ' : ~ : ' ' ' ' • : I 

minor ~Jjtases -.:J:!j' the coiJ!ptr\l.~ti~n PlJVSI'+e~ Hh am alijust~bnts n interior and 

exter:1.4+ lay®~s requurd fo~ i;he ~ette~ ojpe~f~~~n, maintentce ld security 

Of the··· ... ~ ~.uildin1 f!·· .. s; portf .• •.· ~.n~. :.of. t.h·e ~.lan. d~.Cll\f ..• ±ri·····.''.·. ·.f. ~~.b. gr. all\l)le; afd tb 1 ~ installation 
ot' a;tj~tic ob~ects (:If f deco. r~tiv~ ;nat'fef :trc.~1(11ng some or a mfrumental 
charact~r, aonal:ted by ~mb<i!r ~te~. 

. • .. • ' II

2. ~ the pr~cipal ~t4c~UJ.'e~ ¥;ve ~~e~ · J~bH~ntially co~1et+ and both the 

buildir$~ and t!l.e garag~ ~eas are ~()W f1jll11Y .~c~'ied. ; Occ ancy f the 

of . tbe, .. nstrucJ.ion con~r~cr. ~e. tirst;
1 
Co~D\ ·~etinj>s we,e ~J1 in the new 

chambe'!i'. i early t. n 1952. i·p.n. • 1],. ~be;. Gen~rei. .f.ss:.~UWJ. :~ .. ·. -~.~.!' _eld. i~s fi,st p~oary. meetiog 
in ita: tw Hall. in Octol:Jr~ .p:e tJ:le s~e ytar[• ~~~~~rema:!~ing qonat ction items 
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included, among oth,.rs, con,pletion of the guard houses on First A-,.enU:e at 

4}rd and 47th Streets; the installation of numerous illuminated and non­

illuminated directional signs and bulletin boards; the installation of a 

coll!Plete security alarm system providing proper· coverage of the entire group 

of buildings; interior painting; co:ostrv.ction and installation of revolving 

doors at the north end of, and at the delegates' entrance to, the General 

Assembly building, and CO!l!Pletion oi the podium in the General Assembly Hall. 

It now appears that these items will not be con,pleted, and the final financial 

settlements made, until the spring of 1954. 

}. Work within the general area of HeaC.quarters, for which the City of 

New York has assUmed responsibility, has· been proceeding simultaneously with 

the construction of the Headg).llU"ters itself. 'rb;e First Avenue tunnel was 

opened in the spring of 1953, 42nd Street and 47th Street have been widened 

and beautified and similar ~rovements have been carried out in the two 

park areas north and sou·th of 42nd Street at the west side of First Avenue. 

The reconstruction of First Avenue as well as the erection of the fence ~n 

the boundaries of the. site is approaching completion. It is gratifying to 

note that the City of New York haa.renamed First Avenue between 42nd and 

47th Streets "United Nations Plaza". The Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive, including 

the overpasses from the Drive to First Avenue at 42nd and 48th. Streets, Pas 

also been re-aligned and rebuilt from 37th to 52nd Streets. Due to unforeseen 

circumstances,.work which the City is undertaking, has not proceeded as rapidly 

as was originally anticipated and this, in turn, has resulted in some delay 

in the completion of certain adjacent work within the Headquarters s'ite; 

4. The landscaping of the grounds started early in 1951-when.trees and ground 

cover were planted west of the Secretariat building and east of the Library. In 

1952, with the CO!l!Pletion of the General Assembly and the Conference buildings, 

the landscape work south of the General Assembly building was consolidated 

vdth the work previously complete~ in the Secretariat building area and the 

sou-'::h garden was also finished.' 

5. The north area, which was being used by the United Nations and City 

contractors fo:r storage o:f materials and contractors 1 offices, became available 

in the spring of 1953. A contract was immediately let for the eutire landscaping 

of the north gardens. The landscape area, consisting of the rose gardens, 

 



' I ,, lili :'· :::, I :.'i ';:':. 

, .1l . • " ,. . " _J ' I' 'l. 'I 11 
contai ~ing som!')··. 1.,500 ~.os~s. , J.8·,· .. 5 .:f'l··. owe2'·li. Lit\ .... :t.·. ·e·:l;'x1·.·· .... fl tree.s, as

1

c.\vel.l ~~." a ~'l::., " I ,, •. ' I' II 1 
group hawthorns, s1et gum fnd ~one~i 1~~ / ,ltfees, :togettr h gro\llld cover 

will b \ subst~tially. c .• ~. Il!Pl·. e.te~. J.at.·e th~s .feJ,l..· .. j\ \1 A con,~idemJrbl.e 
1 

. of this 
planti bas ~en· donat

1

rd ~Y i!lcli \1."-ue.l.~ or ~q\'+s of :tndi v~p.uals •
1 

6. ' :t landsdaping o:tjl t¥ re$1~ng ~ea~ ~4\ ~en unavoi4rbly etardec'i as 

a res1,1.]4 .. itt of deJ,ays in tbe C.Oll!Platid.n of .. ltb~ .. t\mb. . 'll and 1 reconstruc on of the ' I • ' '•I . . ,, II i. J 1\ I ! I 
surface. I, ,of Fi.rl\t···· Aven.ue'.. .1'h·.· e bal.imd·.· ·.a o~. u.·.e ·',lla,;,. s.cep. e ':work, II name~ ,. the area ' . ' . . . .. ' ' T 'I· I 

west of': ~he Lib:!'ary at t2nd St. lt~et ;d t. st of ~~ .. ~ ventllatot. at , rd Street 

and Firil( Avenue has. be~n cont~~ctefl.. fo:t'l
1

• ~~1 ~lf!Oting of t~ose ~tees and 

shrubs +tich •Till not b~i. si'fect~d b~ ~ro,rt r\tl !\bW' . completed \\this \tall but 

the min<>r items:,of gro~d cpver ~';se!l~,~~i ~·e deThyed tftil\ pring. The 

:pro:pert~ 1 une curbs and ·.ren~e w9rk t!lich'
1
, ti~ ~n ~~ . the lands1~pe p ogramne are 

now pro~essing'and shotd pe c?mple.ted ~.y ~~Et~.d.l~ y of ~ew Yqf.kk b rarly: spring. 

7• . It ',~s ant:t~i:pated fl:tat th~ co~liltru~ti~n·rorl connected fith I.e removal. 

of the p~er at ·4·6. th Streh. ~d the zle:Pailji o:f·,· "l; ... ~el: ~~~. khe~d al.. o~g t~ \ East River 
WOuld be! COil!PJ.et~d thiS ~e~ o rat Bpri~~J 1:hore~! J a cargo ~hip fok jUSt 

off tb.e ~t.h S+. "rf. et. Pier ',1,
1an. 4·. t. h~ .. Unirt .. ed ~.~ .. ':-~.e. ~.I J .. \i·!tf. '.· Engi.neer. s J who~ave 

. jurisclicl~on ove;t all nar~~le ~tre$8, fa-~e ~e~,~l unsuccessft to te in . 

raising ~he wrecjr.. The ~e()*tary--Ge1l!'lral i9: ~v~s~d that ano~her . ntract for 

its reti>ll~ is Wj)der pre~~a,tion andi that\
1 

iti:l ~, 11 ex;pe'cted 10 co 'late 

this ope ation by·, the fi~1.~t O:t; th.,e ~ar, r .. hU!Jll.l~. t1J-.11 tting the ~rite Nations 
to proce t early in the '·F'r~ng ~f 1~54, ',fitjjt tp~l1prk it is 9~liga ed to 

unde:rta.kJ I with, rejspect to'. the :pi<i!r and .bn!kheadi .• ,,
1
l.Jlliis l.atter ·tork st be \ l ·. 1· · ., -,-- .· II ... · :1r ~ , 

done and naid :t'or by the Wnited Na.tiqns a:;~ :p:l!-.ovitd.~d for b.y agr'
1 
eiJlSnt\ >i.l..th the "I ! ' • . "I ,, ' . I Ill . ' I 

City of ~~w York.' · , ·.·, . · ... · , , .! , : 1::,L
1

1 . ' \i \\ 

8. The r
1
ecretarr-Genera.:l, p.it¢s to ~fbmi~\ sJ.t,afal4~Y as a suptleme' ary 

budgetary
1

1 il.tem a proposal. l'f'PZ: the:
1 

ext;nsi9P. ~r 't. h~ feleg~tes' '·· inin~ ,Room and 
Cafeteria! ~acUities. · . ' :, · '· tj'cl il l1 . . II.· I' . I, !' ···Hii'~!- .. 1, II 
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IIJ;. FINANCIAL REPORT 

9. The. General. As~embly, at its sixth session, approved a -request of the 

Secretary-GenerSJ. for authorization to incur. ru;y necessary additional 

expenditure not exceeding$?} million :i.n excess :of the original. authorization 

of $65 ·million for the purpose ·of completing the permanent Headquarters,. .One 

million dollars. of this amo~t was appropriated in the 1952 budget 

(resolution 592 (VI)) in addition to which the Secretary~General was authorized 

to draw -qpori the- Working Capital F1.1Ild, -.as required, in a total amount not 

exceeding $2 !1lillion. At its seventh session, the General Assembly appropriated 

in' the 1953 budget a further· one million· dollars for Headquarters. constr.uction 

purposes (resolution 674 (VII)) and continued the authorization to draw from 
,·. ' \ 

the Working Capital Fund sums not exceeding the remaining one million dollars 

for the same purposes (resolution 676 (VII)). 

10. As of 30 September 1953, approximately $67 milli.on had been expen.:~:ed, 

obligated or budgeted for the completion of the Headquarters construction 

progr8IIlllle. It is anticipated. thet after, the remaining work is cQ.mpleted, an 

amount of not less than one million dollar~ out of the tot~ of $68 million. 

will be available for surrender in 1954. It is therefore proposed to release 

the sum of one million dollars from the authorization presently standing against 

the Working CapitB.l Fund and to return any resid~ ba{ance reroainin~ in 

excess of tnis amount to ·the appropriate appropriation account. ·These savings . . . . . 

,are the result of determined efforts on tbe part of officials responsible for . 

the construction of tne Headquarters in effecting all possible economies in 

the expenditure of the funds available and in seciU'ing advantageous settlemep.t 

of contractors 1 claims against the United Nations, 

11. The non-interest bearing loan of $65 million made available by tbe 

Government of the United States of America under Public Law No. 903 1 as set 

forth in the Headquarters Loan Agreement, has been withdrawn in its entirety 

by requisition and expended. As of now a total 'of $3,500,000 has been repaid 

by the United Nations to the United states Governinent. Withdrawals against 

the s-qpp1ementary request of $3 million have been made in the amount of 

$1,500,000, The Headquarters Planning Office construction accounts through 

31 July 1953 have been audited by the Board of' Auditors. 
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