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l. At its 2236th plenary meeting, on 21 September 1974, the General Assembly 
decided to allocate to the Fifth Committee for its consideration agenda item 106, 
entitled "Translation of some official documents of the General Assembly and of 
resolutions of the Security Council and the Economic and Social Council into the 
German language". 

2. The Fifth Committee considered the item at its 169lst and l692nd meetings, on 
12 and 13 December 1974, at which time it had before it the following documents: 

(a) Letter frcm the representatives of Austria, the Gern::an Den::ocratic Republic 
2~d the Fecleral Rerublic of Gercany to t':le United !lations addressed to the 
Secretary-Gweral (A/9705); 

(b) Statement submitted by the Secretary-General in accordance with rule 153 
of the rules of procedure setting out the administrative and financial implications 
of the proposal contained in document A/9705 (A/C.5/l617/Rev.l); 

(c) Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions on the administrative and financial implications of the proposal 
contained in document A/9705 (A/9608/Add.l]). 

3. At its l69lst meeting, on 12 December, the following draft resolution 
(A/C.5/L.ll89) was submitted by Austria, the German Democratic Republic and 
Germany (Federal Republic of): 

"The General Assembly, 

"Having considered the question of the translation of some official 
documents of the General Assembly and of resolutions and decisions of the 
Security Council and the Economic and Social Council into the German language, 
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~~~,Toting vlith ap~J~eciation the assurances given 'by Austria, the German 
Denocratic Republic and tbe Federal Republic of Gerrr.any to mak_e additional 
contributions tm,;rards rr1.eeting expenGes resulting from the present resolution, 

"Decides that, pursuant to rule 57 of the rules of procedure of the 
General .ti.ssemJly ~ the resolutions and decisions of the G-eneral Assembly, as 
vrell as the other su_pple::ilents to its official records, and the resolutions 
and decisions of the Security Council and of the Economic and Social Council 
shall be issued in tl1e German language as of l July l9T5." 

4. At the same meeting, the Chairman of the Advisory ConL'nittee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Qu"stions said that in the first sentence of paragraph S of its 
fourteenth report (A/9606/Add.l3), the Acivisory Committee had understood the 
statement made in the letter addressed to the Secretary-General on l4 November l974 
by the Cove:i'nments of Austria~ the German Democratic Republic and the Federal 
Republic of Germany to n:ean that the three Governments were prepared, until further 
revie1v J to contribute collectively to cover the costs vrhich 'i.,rould result fron the 
adoption of the draft r<esolution (A/C.5/L.ll89). 

5. In paragraph lO of the same report (A/9608/Add.l3), the Advisory Committee 
agreed vith the procedure proposed by the Secretary-General in his statement 
(A/C.5/l6lT/Rev.l) and approved the estisates on the understanding that adoption of' 
the draft resolution 1--rould not impose any present or prospective charge on the 
regular budget of the United Nations. 

6. At the 1692nd meeting, on l3 December, taking into account the oral comments 
and suggestions made by representatives dt:rinp; the l69lst and l692nd meetings, the 
three co-sponsors agreed to bring the second preambular paragraph of their draft 
resolution (A/C. 5/L.ll89) into line vith the ·.mrding of the first sentence of 
paragraph 8 of the Mvisory Committee;s report (A/9608/Add.l3) and to make it 
operative paragraph 1 instead. The aEended paragraph read as follows: 

11Not·es TNith appreciation the assurances given by Austria~ the German 
Democratic Republic and the Federal Republic of Germany that they are prepared, 
until further· revievr, to contribute col.lectively to cover t,he costs resulting 
from the present resolution. 11 

7. Replying to a 0_uery as to hovr the Secretary--General 1-muld interpret the 
phrase ':until further reviev 11 in the orally revised second preambuJ.ar paragraph of 
the draft resolution, the representative of the Secretary-General stated that it 
T,.;ras clear that no unilateral action to alter the financial arrangement proposed 
in the revised draft resolution could be taken by any of the parties concerned. Pny 
such circumstance would necessitate consulta.tion before any change could be put 
forward for consideration by the General Assembly. 

8. ColTlTI':.ents mad.e by representatives in explanation of vote are reflected in the 
summary record of the Fifth CoiJLmittee (A/C.5/SR.l692). 

9. At its 1692nd meeting, on l3 December, the Fifth Committee decided, by 
consensus 3 to recommenci to the Genera]. Assembly that it should adopt the draft 
resolution (A/C. 5/L.ll89) as orally amended (see para. lO belmr). It also decided, 
vdthout objection~ to recommend to tbe General Assem':Jly that it shcUld take note of 
the Ad~risory Conrrnittee's report (A/9606/Add.l3) anci concur 1>ith the observations 
contained in paragraphs 8 and lO therein (see para. ll belm,). I ... 
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10. The Fifth Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the 
following draft resolution: 

Translation of some official docur"ents of the General Assembly 
and of resolutions of the Security Council and the Economic and 

Social Council into the German languaue 

The General Assembly, 

Havinr, considered the question of the translation of some official documents 
of the General Assembly and of resolutions and decisions of the Security Council 
and the Economic and Social Council into the German language, 

l. Notes with appreciation, the assurances given by Austria, the Geman 
Democratic Republic and the Federal Re'[lublic of Germany that they are prepared, 
until further review~ to contribute collectively to cover the costs resultins: from 
the present resolution; 

2. Decides that, pursuant to rule 57 of the rules of procedure of the 
General Assembly the resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly, as well as 
the other supplements to its official records~ and the resolutions and decisions 
of the Security Council and of the Economic and Social Council shall be issued in 
the German language as from 1 July 1975-

11. The Fifth Committee also recowmends that the General Assembly should: 

(a) Take note of the report of the Advisory Corr@ittee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions;~/ 

(b) Concur with the observations contained 1n paragraphs 8 and 10 therein. 

lf A/9608/Add.l3. 




