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1. It may be recalled that the General Assembly, recognlzlng the important 
role of the United Nations International School (mTIS) in providing international 
education facilities of a high academic and cultural standard for the children 
of the United Nations community in New York and the need to preserve the 
international character of the School, decided, by resolution 2990 (XXVII) of 
15 December 1972, to increase the rraximum of the education grant to 81,500, 
effective 1 January 1973, and to review this decision at its twenty-ninth session. 
At that time, the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the United Nations 
International School undertook to present a full report from the Board to the 
General Assembly at its twenty-ninth session outlining the financial -problems 
faced by the School and recommendations for dealing with them. The special 
report of the Board of Trustees, addressed to the Secretary-General in accordance 
with that undertaking, is annexed to the -present report. 

2. As the report reveals, growing steadily from its humble beginnings, the 
United Nations International School has at last established itself as a full 
elementary and secondary school in its new building. Its academic standards 
and achievements have received universal recognition. There is no doubt that the 
existence of the School is of great benefit not only to United Nations staff, 
but also to members of the United Nations Missions and other United Nations 
affiliated bodies. 

3. The continually escalating costs of secondary and higher education, both 
in this country and elsewhere, have also affected the United Nations International 
School. The result has been a reduction in the number of United !lations parents 
who are able to afford to send their children to the School. One element which 
has aggravated the situation and which has lea to the need to increase tuition 
fees still higher i~/~he fact that it has been necessary to borrow funds from 
the Development Fund in order to pay the unmet construction costs of the School 
of about $1.7 million. It should be added that this deficit was anticipated 
before the Board of Trustees authorized construction of the new School and that 
the School was built within the amount of the original budget. Nevertheless, 
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the withdrmral of this amount to pay construction bills has meant that it has 
not been available in the Development Fund for investment at interest and that 
this anticipated income has, therefore, not been available to apply towards 
the operating costs of the School. In turn, the availability of this income 
would have made it possible to hold down tuition increases somewhat. 

4. The Secretary-General has noted especially paragrauh 29 of the special 
report of the Board of Trustees. It will be recalled that, because of the 
conditions at the 70th Street location, in 1967 the General Assembly by 
resolution 2358 (XXII) urged the Secretary--General to use his good offices ·'with 
a view to reachinfl a fully satisfactory and speedy solution for both the interim 
and the permanent accommodation problems". Af(ain, in 1968, by resolution 
2477 (XXIII) tlce Secretary-General was requested to continue to extend his good 
offices to the Board of Trustees and to urge the Board to reach a speedy solution 
to the problem of a permanent accommodation for the School. The only solutions 
that could be achieved necessarily required the expenditure of fairly large sums 
of money. In fact, it became necessary to spend nearly ~2.3 million of amounts 
contributed by the Ford Foundation and by the Rockefeller Brothers Fund for the 
additional costs connected with the operation of interim facilities for the School 
for the four--year period from February 1968 to January 1972. In the opinion of 
the Secretary-General, these amounts, which had to be taken out of available 
funds and used for the purpose of nroviding these interim facilities pending the 
completion of the new School, need to be restored. He would therefore pronase a 
grant of ~2. 3 million from the United. Nations to the United Nations International 
School, preferably in a lump sum, but alternatively in two instalments. ':'his 
will not only restore the Development Fund to the level of $3.5 million and 
thereby help to provide a cushion against the escalating costs of elementary and 
secondary education in future years but will enable the School to be equipped so 
that it can reach its full potential. 

5. The Secretary-General drmrs attention in this connexion to the circumstances 
surrounding the creation of a Development Fund for the School. In the 
resolutions cited in paragraph 4, the General Assembly recognized the need for an 
adequate Development Fund. '"his requirement was again stressed in 1()69 in 
resolution 2612 (XXIV). It will be -further recalled that a ma,jor condition for 
the ~11. 5 million indirect grants for construction made available by the Ford 
Foundation was 'the1t the United !1cttions International Schcol, ;rith the help of the 
United !lations, raise a ~5 million Development Fund". At the present time, 
d.espite the best efforts of all 1-rho have tried to assist, and despite United 
Nations contributions totalling ~2 million, the Development Fund stands at the 
level of !o1. 8 million - a clearly inadequate amount. It would appear that ~6. 5 
to ~7.0 million is the minimum amount which can provide the level of assistance 
needed by UNIS. Over time, as this level is approached, it is hoped that it will 
be possible, as urged in General Assembly resolution 2990 (XXVII), to increase 
bursaries as a means of attracting additional children from members of the 
diplomatic and consular corps 1iho do not receive a substantial eO,ucation rrant 
from their Go>.rernm.ents. 

6. As indicated 1n paragraph l 
Assembly approved an increase in 

above, by resolution 2990 (XXVII) the General 
the roaximum P.ducation grant from !a ,000 to 
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~l ,500, subject to review at the twenty,-ninth session. Unfortunately, despite 
this increase, the steadily escalating cost of ed.ucation continues to deter 
United ~Jations parents from sending their children to U'liS. The organizations 
participatin~ in the common system produced figures before the International 
Civil Service Advisory Board (ICSAR) to justify an increase in the maximum of the 
education r:rant to :52,000, which would allow the full 75 per cent of reimbursement 
to staff nayinr: fees up to ~2,h67 per annum. In its report, 1/ ICSAB noted that, 
for the most part, fees in the senior-most classes in schools-had not yet reached 
the level of 12,667. However, the Secretary. -General feels that the figures 
produced by the organization continue to be valid. He would point out that the 
fees for the top four grades of the International School in Geneva for the year 
1974-1975 do in fact exceed that a~ount and that the top fee at the International 
School in New York has nm1 reached "'2 ,550. This means that the top fees in 
Geneva and in New York are at present -"'1, 240 and "<1, 050, respectively, in excess 
of the present maximum grant of ~1,500. Undoubtedly, tuition fees at many 
schools will again increase for the year 1975·-1976. The Secretary-,General 
therefore reiterates his support for the proposal put forward by the organizations 
participating in the common system and recommends that the maximum grant tle 
increased from ~1,500 to t,2,000 to take effect for the academic year 1974-1975. 

7. 'l'he Secretary-General has no comment on the proposal contained in 
paragraph 32 (c) of the report of the Board of Trustees regarding the extension 
of the scope of the education grant, excent that the present restrictions 'lith 
respect to the grant do limit considerably the potential United Nations clientele 
for UNIS and make it virtually impossible for certain categories of staff to send 
their children to that School. 

fL In parac;ranh 4 above J the Secretary-General proposes that a gra!lt in the 
amount of ,j;2. 3 million should be made to t~1e United r:rations International School, 
prefera-bly on a one·-time bas if, but alternatively- in t·wo instalments~ Therefore,_, 
should the General Assembly approve this proposal, it would be necessary for it 
to approve: 

(a) Either an appropriation 1n that amount for the programme budget for the 
biennium 1974-1975, or 

(b) An appropriation of $1,150,000 to the progrmnme budget for the biennium 
1974-1975 on the understanding that the same amount "ould be included in the 
programme budget for the biennium 1976-1977. 

9- 1tlith regard to the proposal in paragraph 6 above aimed at increasing the 
maximum of the education grant from the present level of (;1, 500 to the proposed 
level of $2,000 with effect from the sch~lastic year 1974-1975, the Secretary­
General has estimated that an additional amount of ~'310,000 will be required in 
the first year in which the new maximum would be applicable, including a 
corresponding increase in the flat rate for boarding from $650 to $900. Therefore, 
should the General Assembly approve the proposed increase, an additional 
apnrooriation in that amount would be renuired for the 1971+--1975 biennium. 

10. ~he implications of increasing the education grant maximQm for the regular 
budgets of the organizations in the United Nations common system as a whole, 
excluding the United Nations, have been estimated at about $880,000 for the first 
year of application. 

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-ninth Session, 
Supple:'llent No. 30 (A/9630). I 
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I. HISTORY 

1. The United Nations International School was founded by United !lations 
Secretariat parents >lith the assistance and co-operation of United Nations 
officials and outside educators to achieve a twofold purpose: (a) to initiate an 
experinent in international learning and living in the spirit of the United 
Nations; and (b) to provide education that would satisfy the various home-country 
requirements of United Nations children (United Nations delegation, Secretariat 
and other staff nenbers of the United Nations family) and thus facilitate their 
transfer into any national school system, including their own. 

2. The founders of the School also had in mind, as recognized later by the 
General Assei'lbly, that UNIS could become one of the important non-fiJCancial factors 
contributing to the recruitment and retention of interJCational staff, taking care 
of the children of the greatest possible nUI'lber of members of delegations and staff 
at the United Nations Headquarters. 

3. The School opened in October 1947 as a nursery school for 20 children from 
15 countries. Adding one grade per year, coro.l'lencing in 1949/50, 12 grades were 
in operation by 1960/61, when the enrolment rose to 375. 

4. For the school year 1974/75, the current enrolment is 1,311 representing 
95 nationalities (including approximately 200 pupils in the Parkway Village 
elei'lentary branch). Of the total enrolment, at least 55 per cent is from United 
Nations-related and other foreign conmmnity families. 

5. Starting >rith four teachers of four nationalities for the nursery School in 
1947, the faculty numbers for the 197!1/75 school year a total of 109 full-time 
teachers and 11 part-tine teachers, This is in addition to the Director, Assistant 
Director, four House Principals, a Director of Admissions, Guidance Directors 
and Librarians. 

6. Fifty-two per 
35 nationalities. 
29, are recruited 

cent of the faculty 
The administrative~ 

locally. 

are recruited from overseas, representing 
maintenance and custodial staff, numbering 

7. For 1974/75, >ri th a school of 13 grades, school fees will range from .~1 ,825 to 
$2,550. ReMission of $400 is given for United Nations and Mission pare~ts who do 
not receive an education grant or allmrance. School fees have risen steadily since 
the beginning of the School, and steeply since 1968, with the general inflationary 
trend~ seriously affecting educational costs 0 Yet, school fees alone have never 
been sufficient to cover expenditures and the need for supplementary funds has 
been continuous. 

8. While the financial burden to United Nations staff eligible for the education 
grant was not too great in the earlier years, as the fees have increased, the 
cost of attendance per child to the parent receiving the grant now range several 
hundred dollars over the maximum education grant of 3;1 ,500, making it increasingly 
difficult for even these staff members to enrol their children in the School, 
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Staff members not eligible for the educ~tion ~rant and without other financial 
resources have long found it beyond their means to send their children to UNIS, 
despite bursary assistance fron the School to the extent that funds can be nade 
available for this purpose out of the budget. 

9. As a consequence, UNIS has found it necessary to accept rwre and more 
non-United Nations children despite the stated policy of the ratio of 75 per cent 
United Nations children to 25 per cent non-United Nations children. The ratio 
dropped to a low of 52 per cent United Nations children for the 1973/74 school 
year. 

10. In 1973, after seven temporary, makeshift facilities and a constant search 
for a permanent home, the School moved into its own building constructed on landfill 
over the East River at 25th Street, a site leased by the City of New Nark to the 
United Nations for 99 years at ~1 per annu~. The new, modern building, capable of 
housing 1,500 stud.ents, was constructed in large l'leasure through the generosity of 
the Ford Foundation which granted to the Secretary-·General a total of illl. 5 million 
for the purpose. 

11. liith the attainment of a full elementary and secondary school and a new 
building, there is the need to develop J'lore fully an international education 
programme that will meet the needs of the future citizens of an ever-changing 
'wrld and at the same time to keep it primarily as a school for those for whom it 
was started - the children of the international corr,unity. The question is how 
to l",ake it financially available to then, 

II. UNITED NATIONS INVOLVEMENT 

12. Since the founding of UNIS in 1947, the General Assembly has been concerned 
with the School, recognizing its prograD~e of international education as fulfilling 
a definite need of the staff. Financial assistance has been provided by the United 
Nations to the School in various ways, such as, in 1947, rent-free accommodation 
at Lru<e Success; in 1952, the first cash grant of $8,460; and thereafter annual 
grants in varying amounts, the highest being o!>65,000 in 1970. These grants have 
been !'lade towards the operating budget of the School and en three occasions towards 
expenses of planning for the new building. In addition, under General Assembly 
resolution 2612 (XXIV), a contribution of $2 million was approved for the UNIS 
Development Fund to be Plade over a period of four years. In total, the United 
Nations has contributed to the School, over 27 years, a s~m in excess of $3 million 
which includes about a half million dollars realized fro!'! the sale of a special 
issue of a United !lations postage stacrp. 

13. At the twenty-seventh session, the General Assembly adopted resolution 
2990 (XXVII) which recognized further the important role of UNIS in providing 
international education facilities of a high acad.enic and cultural standard for the 
children of the United Nations cornmunity and the need to preserve the international 
character of the School, 
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14. The Assenbly also expressed concern that U'i·linG to the financial difficulties of' 

the School and the high cost of tuition to the parents~ the international character' 
of the School was beinG endangered by the diminution of the percentaGe of the 
enrolment of chil.1ren of United Nations staff members and delef(ations. It decided 
to revie1:.r the education grant at its twenty-ninth sessiono 

15. This report therefore provides the background of the estab:!.ishment of the 
School~ its grov-7th and development, and the continuinr- finan_cial problems facinr; it~ 
It also proposes various solutions which the Assembly might wish to consider. 

III. ACADEMIC ACHIEVEHENTS 

16. FroB the second year of the School, curricular development has been a deep and 
constant concern of the Board of Trustees. Over the years) considerable progress 
has been made in not only inproving the curriculur:l generally., but also in 
introducing innovative progrrun:mes. NotablP. among these are social studies !I 
humanities, history) geography from an international viei-lpoint and the course 
on the United Nations. With modern laboratory equipment, electronic calculators 
and a computer centre 5 the J.anguage, science and nathematics departments have been 
vastly improved. In addition't there is e. full choice in the creative arts~ There 
are Y'10dern facilities for physical ed;J_cation in the school and at a cdlnp outside of 
Ne;r York City at which tbere is also an environrrental stl;dy prop;ramne. 

17. In addition~ there have been mother tont~e classes for such languages as 
Arabic't Chinese~ Danish~ French., German:. Hebrew.,. Hindi~ Japanese, Polish, 
Portuguese,. Russian~ Sinhalese) S1vedish and Urdua English--as-a-second language 
has been an indispensable prograr!l..rne for those children admitted to the School vdth 
little or no kno<rlede;e of English. 

18. 1l1he School has distingu:i.shed itself in the Internatiunal Bacce.laureate 
progra,-illle (I. B.). Hith the c;ro<rinp; desire o!· schools set up fol" children of 
overseas staff members of national and international organizations to develop a 
curriculum 1-Jhich would cover tho highest requi::cer:~ents of :rn.ost colleges and 
universities throughout the vrorlcl, TJNIS has been in the forefront as one of the 
first schools authorized by the International Bar:ealaureate Office in Geneva to 
prepare its students for the I. B. 

19.. The School is proud of its acader::.ic excellence~ In recent ;years 9 graduates 
frora UNIS have found places in sone of the nost prestigious universities in Europe, 
North America and elsewhere. In addition, those who have taken the full I.B. 
progra1:1..me have been able to get special recognition at various universities~ 
often securing exemption f'ron the first year of study at such universities. 
UNIS is considered to be. araong the }lighest rankinGS of elementary anO_ SF.condary 
schools thl"oughout the korld. 
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20. The School has been enriched by the gradually increasing participation of the 
children of mission personnel in recer~t years 3 a..l though tbe total number is still 
far short of the goal desired by the Board of Trustees. The present enrolment of 
children of Tl delegates is 1112 or 10.8 per cent of the total enrolment. The 
main constraint on the enrolment of delegation children is, hovever, the high cost 
of tuition. Aware of this proble:,'l, the General Assembly at its twenty-seventh 
session urged that, as increased fund_s became available in future years~ 
consideration should be given to increasinr, bursaries and using them as a means 
of attractinf' additional children from delegaticns and the diplomatic and consular 
corps who do not receive substantial education allO'vrances from their Governmer..ts. 
In keeping with the vrishes of the Asserrrbly, every effort has been made to provide 
substantial increases in bursary grants to the diplomatic community. 

21. T'he Scbool is no less im:portant to such elements in the international 
comt"unity as staff of the specialized agencies and the Consular Corps as >relJ. as 
staff of the press services accredited to the United. Nations, the accredited 
non-governmental organizations 9 and the official non-United Nations international 
organizations in ~Te"t.T York City~ many cf 1vhorn desire a.n international education 
for their children. 

22. Successive Secretaries·-General and past General Assemblies have recognized 
that nne provides a vi tal service to the Secretariat in its recruitment of highly 
qualified staff. They have recognizecl that the vel fare of tr,eir children, 
~~, :rtic:.J..lr\rl~r ".S rc'-C'L~~ c-:.:~.:1-::::::~,_t,ion, h,._,c; been :"'. C.cci·:1in' fc.ctcr in -:.ttrectinrl' meny 
hie;hly qualified candidates to the international civil service o Satisfaction with 
the available education fadlities and the ability to afford the costs of such 
tuition" are a large factor in retention of such staff. 

V. HTT'Eliill~'J'IOVAJ, CHi\Ri\CTER OJ' 'CH" SCHOOL 

23. r.rhe School is the realization of the dream of intP.rnational education which 
began '"ith the School's birth in 194"1 in the little p:uest house on the grounds of 
the first head.<J.Uarters site. 1'he orientation of the School throughout the 27 years 
of its existence has been to~~~ards the United l'Jaticns as an experiment in 
international learning and living in the spirit of the United Nations and its 
Chartero It is perhaps the only place o,vhere such an experiment could have evolved 
fruitfully. The orientation of Ul\TIS tmvards the United Nations is therefore 
esser;tial to tbe further development of the School as the prime example of 
international education to serve as a pattern for schools throughout the world. 

I 
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24. The international community has come to recognize UNIS as an essential factor 
for service in Ne>r York City. It would be a great 10ity if, for lack of financial 
support, a rrowing number of parents froro the international coll'.munity were 
discouraged from accepting posts in New York, or if those already sending their 
children to the School were to withdraw them. It would be equally sad if financial 
constraints compelled the School to sacrifice the quality of teaching, the 
innovative program.>ne and higb standards of teaching >rhich have given it the 
distinction of being the forerunner of international elementary and secondary 
learning. 

VI. VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 

25. At the time of the growth of the School to a four-grade elementary school and 
the necessity for larger quarters and a move to Manhattan, the t1ayor of New York 
City granted the use of a former public school building at 70th Street and First 
Avenue and, some years later, another school at 51st Street and First Avenue, both 
at nominal rentals. In 1965, the City leased the site at East 25th Street for 
99 years at a rental of ~l a year, thus solving the problem of finding a permanent 
site for the School. 

26. The generosity of Goverrcments, foundations, corporations and individuals has 
been extensive over the years. Of particular note is the generosity of the Ford 
Foundation, which granted to the United Nations a total of $11.5 million towards 
the construction of the permanent school and that of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
for its $1.1 million to1<ards preparation of the permanent site. Voluntary 
contributions of many Governments to the School, both in cash and in equipment, 
as well as by paying the salaries of their teacher nationals, have contributed 
greatly towards the growth and stability of the School. The educational programme 
of the School has gained enormously by donations of equinment and furnishings from 
·private industry, including such major gifts as a large number of electric 
typewriters, electronic calculators, a computer centre, a planetarium and much of 
the physical education and play equipment. 

27. Benefits have been organized by parents of UNIS children, as well as others 
not directly connected with the School, and there have been performances by 
prominent artists in the theatrical, musical and literary worl<L Of special note 
were the contributions of the late Pablo Casals and F. H. Auden, who donated all 
earnings of the "Hymn to the United mations" to UJ'!IS and of the late Pablo Picasso 
who provided a painting for a UNIS-United Nations postage stamp. Members of the 
Board of Trustees and its committees have also played a valuable role in fund­
raisinp:~ 

VII. REVIE'•T OF FINANCIAL TRENDS 

28. The inflationary trend in the nast several years has severely affected the 
cost of education. 'I'his cost is o-eflected in every facet of the School's operation, 
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especially so in the actual cost of instruction. Out of the budget of :ll3 ,302,650 
for 1974/75, the faculty salaries and benefits, together 1<ith international 
recruitment costs, amount to ci;2, 300,320. 

29. A significant factor in the financial situation of UNIS 1<as the necessity of 
relocating the School to interim quarters :oending construction of a new building. y 
This was essential because the building previously occupied by tl1e School at 
70th Street anti First Avenue 1<as totally inadequate and had been condenmed. The 
net amounts expended for costs at the interim locations were, in fact, $2. 3 million. 
Necessarily, since there was no other source of funds available to UNIS, these 
amounts had to be drmm frol'l the funds which had been contributed for the 
construction and equipping of the new School. This left UIHS without adequate 
funds to construct and equip the new building. l1~1ile attempts 1·rere made to raise 
these amounts from outside sources prio:r to the CoT'ipletion of the new building, 
this did not prove to be possible. Accordingly, the School needs these amounts 
if it is to become financially stable. As a temporary financing measure, a loan 
of $1.7 million has had to be made from the Development Fund to pay construction 
bills which, naturally, has resulted in a shortfall in the income which could be 
generated from that Fund and applied towards the operating; exnenses of the School. 

30. As a consequence, despite extensive and continuing fund-raising efforts, the 
Board has had no choice but to substantially increase tuition fees almost every 
year for the past several years. Therefore JUany United Fat ions Secretariat and 
mission parents have had to withdra1> their children frol'l mns. 

VIII. PROPOSALS FOT\ FINANCIAL SOLVENCY 

31. The United Nations International School is at a crossroad in its history. 
After a quarter of a century of slow and difficult development, it has finally 
achieved its goal with the acquisition of a new building and an educational 
programr1e of merit. Yet the critical financial problems have not only remained 
unresolved but have increased. In the interest of the international community, it 
is of utmost importance that long-term solutions be found for the financial 
solvency of the School. 

32. The Board of Trustees has been singularly mindful of the need to increase the 
income for the School and has come to the conclusion tbat a greater involvement 
of the United Nations is the only solution to maintaining the integrity of the 
School as the United Nations International Sc'lool, since all other means of major 
financing have been exhausted. It is therefore suggested that consideration be 
given to t'le following proposals: 

(a) The deficit in the construction cost of $2.3 million be paid to UNIS 
under s. special grant by the General Assembly; 

a/ The principal interim locations were at 51st Street and First Avenue and 
at 54th Street and First Avenue. 

; ... 
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(b) That effective 1 January 1975 the education grant be increased to a 
maximum of $2,000; 

(c) Consideration be given to extending the education grant to Professional 
and General Service staff of all nationalities, including the citizens of the 
United States of America. 




