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3. The text of the resolution adopted by the Economic and Socie..:i. Council 
reads as .follows: 

"The Economic and Social Council, 
"Taking into account l;lle recOlii!llellde.tione of its Social Commission on the 

programme of concerted action in the social field, 
"Having considered the report by the Secretary-General on a programme of 

concerted practiee.l action in the social field of the United Nations and the 
specialized agencies prepared in the light of criteria for, and priorities in 
the social field established by Council reso;L.utions 324 (XI) and 451 A (XIV), 
the findings of the Preliminary Report on the World Social Situation,. the Views 
of governments and policies established by the United Nations and the specialized 
agencies, 

"1. Informs the General Assembly tbat, in accordance with General Assembly 
resolution 535 (VI), it bas exwnined the social activities undertaken by the 
United Nations and the specialized agencies; 

"2. Calle attention to the fact tbat" progress bas already ueen made through 
national, bilateral and international action in dealing with the age-old problems 
of ignorance·, poverty and disease, ·but tbat in spite of all efforts, the need as 
pictured in the report on the world social situation is 'so great tbat resources 
available are still inadequate; 

"3· Notes with satisfaction tbat the Secretary-General's report contains 
suggestions directed to increasing the practical effectiveness of the social 
programme which the Council commends to the careful consideration of the 
organizations concerned; 

"4. Agrees with the views expressed by the Secretary-General and the 
Directors-General of the specialized agencies concerned tbat, in the programme of 
activities now being undertaken as part of a broader plan for the promotion of 
social progress and the raising of standards of living among the people, there is 
need for reorientation, further concentration of effort, wider geographical 
coverage, improvement of methode and techniques, additional resources and for 
achieving full governmental and popular co-operation; 
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I "5· Considers t sJouldjibe ·devoted to the e:x;p 'oration 
for froader .aources in l spHsa.J~i for ioter~tio~l fioallciog of social ~od 
eco~bmic development; 

1.' "6. Considers tb1. 'tt.i if~eJ.''·, ~~O.•pal, action in jhe so~ia.l field shoul give 
spe~tal consideration ~ t~~ n,,F4~ bf under.;clevel~ped areas; · 

I "7. Requests th~ ~ect~ ::
1 

"'lpe~ei:'al a.od invites the specialized a.g ncies 
to ~pply in inatters of JIJ.ssi~t , , ~~! to gover~nts ~h1! .following general· , rinciplea: 

I

; "(!!) The interre~.· te~ .. ',•l c •• '.·'. a:.lbt.',~ of e.coll.o. llli.lj.Jand socia. •. l factors a.o the ::c:· .::::.::1::~,t: =~'+-:~:.:~' :::7 
vie~ to improving stan rdF

1 

ot1 ;~~1"~g; proje~ts t:~:na.nced by the United I Nations 

and ~he specie... lized a :naif~ )or··, I b~ select~c'l b*e.ring 
re rt;iooship• I ' 

. ; "(~) Such projee 
1

'a ~~ 'cop.certed Withj!:tntegrated plans for conOmic 
a.od Facial develo~ent ;pre~ei, t '!each of t~ bele,:t'iciary governments; 

" (c) SUch pi"ojec s shoul 4!iield 'le.rly and peL'---ot results a.od re ch a. 
- 1 

IllaJdilnum number of peop e;
_ 1: "(.~) Such projec ,s s~~ul1 ,! ~~ f!J.da.pted to the

1

geogra.ph:Lc, econoirdc, social 
and i:lemographic coodit~onsl pf ,'~1 country conoern~d, and studies of the e 
coo ~tiona essential t~ eff~ct' ' t'! ~ctica.l proje~ts should be unde o but 

' ,, I :• ' sho d not delay actiotto 100e: , gent needs; 
' "(.~) The pa.:rtici tioll a''[ ' propria.te :o.om-g' ernmeotal orge.oizati · ns in the 

I I I, I I 

imp ementation of intetatttorul.· gramme a in the 'i E!Ocial field should b 

l est extent· 
. , "8 IJ.. I I " I • Considers t 

11 

a.i ~om, 1e~"fld·progra,nlllle olf'
11

practical action in t social 
fie '!d should, within t~e if~,o:f of criteri~ a.ot ;priorit;!.es establish d by 
Co 'cil reaqlutions :32W (VtriD . d :145l·A (XIV) and wi'thout prejudice to t e · 
pri ri'ties ~sta.blishedjlin b~ ; 'c+&mc field,. co4~ntrate on projects W: chi 

i n(!!) Improv~ hea.fth ~d , 'ut:ttion by iocrea. .• ~ing.· food supply and rOVing 
fa~ distribution and 4:tetbfyi''::r,c~ices; 
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"(£) Strengthen nationa~ hea~th services With greater accessibility of 
medica~ s19rvices, improve materna~ and child hea~th and prevent and centro~ 
major communicab~e diseases; 

"(,£) Strengthen nationa~ family and child welfare services; 
"(~) Introduce, extend and improve socia~ security and socia~ insurance 

measures such as assistance in oM age, unem:p~oyment and disability; 
"(!) Deve~op and extend services for the welfare of groups in need of 

'S'peaial care; 
"(!) Emphasize fundamenta~ education, promote greater accessibi~ity of 

education for the broad masses of the pop~ation, introduce or deve~op in the 
Member States of the United Nations free camp~sory primary education for a~ 
and encourage scientific training and research; 

"(~) Improve housing and community facilities, espec~y for persons in 
~ow-income groups; 

"(!!) Increase em.p~oyment opportunities, improve ~abour standards, 
strengthen training and manpower services, asaure respect for trade-union freedom 
so as to deve~op constructive em.p~oyer-em.p~oyee re~tionships and encourage any 
measures which wi~ improve the socia~ and economic status of workers; 

"9· Considers it advisab~e, as an immediate objective, to pay partie~ 
attention to the use of the fo~~owing practica~ methods and techni~ues for 
assisting governments in carrying out the activities set forth in paragraph 8: 

"(!!:,) The promotion and im.p~ntation of community deve~opment projects, 
partic~arzy through the establishment of demonstration centres; 

"(£) The rapid deve~opment of programmes and facilities for training 
both professions.~ and technics.~ personne~ and auxiliary and community workers; 

"(,£) The deve~opment and strengtheni.Iig of natio~ and ~o~ organizations 
necessary for administering socia~ programmes; 

"~0. Authorizes' the Secretary-Genera~ to take ear~y action, on an 
experimenta~ basis and at the re~Uest of the governments concerned, to convene 
one or more s~~ groups of senior policy-making representatives of goverDments 
having simi~r socia~ and economic prob~ems and of representatives of the 
Secretariats of the United Nations and the specialized agencies concerned, to 






