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;r !have the honour to :tti'Olt'ml the Seore~-Genera.l ti:Je.t . have reoef~ed 
instru.dtions from m:r Gov"el'IIIlleiJlt '!;o pr_opose the il.nolusion of i!he followil:!lg item 

in the :'wovisione.l a.geiJd.e. dif' the 1 ei.@.th Genel'l:Ll Assembl:v: 

"J;!u.blica.ti<;>n of d001liiiEii:tts. o9noarning the drsfting e.nli e.l!p.Lioa.tion ' 
•· I' " · ~ Chart~r." 

II ;, 

II ' 
:rxj; pursue.~e of rules l~ ry 13 of the rules of prooedUJjje of the ~neral 

· Assamb~r (~/520"/Rev.2), I ~~r~fore request iili .. e Seoratary·Ge~re.l to in~lude the 

above, ~tem in the agenda. o~i the hext General: i).seambly, 

IL'~ explanatory mem.orej.pdum tequired under rule 20 of th~ rules of procedure 
, I 

is a tt9iohed, 

(stsnea.) 

53-196Q9 
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(1) In proposing the inclusion in the agenda of the eighth General Assembly of 

the item. "Publication of docu:ments concerning the drafting and application of the 

Charter", the GoveriJillent of Argentina has been gu.ided by the basic principle that 

all work done by the United Nations must confor:m to the provisions contained in 

the Charter. 

(2) In that connexion, some provisions of the Charter have sometimes given rise 

to varying interpretations, which has made it necessary to refer to the preparatory 

work, It is. likewise very important to know the interpretation given and practice 

followed by the various organs of the United Nations in applying the provisions ·in 

question. In that connexion varirus difficulties are often encountered, the main 

ones being as follows: 

(a) Part of the official documents of the San Francisco Conference are 

not in practice available for consultation - for instance, the summary 

records of the Co-ordinati•n Committee. Without reference to those 

documents it is impossible t, acquire a complete knowledge of the precess 

of the drafting of the Charter. Moreover, as far as the Argentine 

delegation is aware, there are only two sets of the documents in question 

in the United Nations, one i:iJ. the United Nations archives and the other 

in the Library. It is easy therefore to understand the difficulties 

encountered in consulting them, 

(b) Experience has shown that it is often difficult to trace the history 

of certain articles through the various stages of their drafting by the 

different sub-committees and committees of the Conference. The 

documentation is so voluminous that it would. take a very long time to do 

so Without a complete index covering all the committees and sub-committees. 

The compilation of a subject index would be very helpful to governments 

and delegations, 

(c) Even when all the San Francisco documents on a certain subject are 

to hand, j,t is a very lengthy task to trace the history of the drafting 

of the passage concern~d, and a legislative history of the Charter, based 

exclusively on the official documents and written objectively and without 

comment, would therefore be of the greatest value to governments , 

II 
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~d) In tJ:!.e seven ye s lt~t the United Nations has be ' in e:x:ist~nce, 
11 . 1 · • I 

~ number !;lf its or hil.vll acquired e:;tansive e:x:perie ce in appl ing 

i.~e p. roviS.' ions of th I Ch¢.. •. rler. a.nd :lin s9 'doing h.a ve ere ted preced ;nts, 
Jf;n view' or the multi ~ic;i o:f' the do01;1ll!ents' it is di ficul t to. ·:tltain 

JF a1ieque.~e k:o.owledg 1 of:, t .· p:raot:l!ce ii<l;nls estabJi.ishecl ~- A raper 
1

,ory 

J:e the ~otice of U ~ted at;tons organs on selected. . ~jects, bajecl 

Jbolusively on offic l ao uments and written objectivJlv and. Wit~out 
, 4~nt, toulcl be m.o u~e:ful, 

(3) j f o~cler to elimimt~ ~ ~if~iculties. tndicatecl above11 the Argenlihe 
aovettn~ proposes ~ ... +. ~ .. !'I .. I .... +, ....... _,......,,.,.,....,,, ,., .. "" ..... ,.., +.'h .. ,.., .. n ............... -"-""' +.n 

pre pane and pt:~.blieh: 

~~) 
1 

a: sy~. tematic conjfil~.·. t~o~.· of the ~00Ulllants of the $n Francisq.o 

i! · Conf~rence not~. t i!JU.ilished.; 
~~) a caiplete inde 'of:'Ja the clocuments of the santncisco Cqn:f'erenca; 

~F) ··a. sy~tematic a I co:ritJ.ehensive s~dy of the legi~' ative hist~ry of 

lj the Gharter; am 
I. I 

~~) • a. re~.: ertory of ~~e ~Prtctice foUowed. by the ma:!.n cl!rga.ns of t~e United. 
,jj , NatiQns on giveJ'subj~Jcils. 

( 4) ! ~r Argentina delega.~ on: htpe~ tl:!at the 
1 

Ge:ceral Committe of the A,ssembly 
will: c:lo:.i!sflder favourably ~ ~erltllllfmt 1 a p:;9poaal for the elusion ·o# the item 

in tH! agenda. 9f the sigh ~t·a:t Assembly~ 
(5) ! ~f'le ~ •. gent, ins delega. on:.lfkawise hop~s' that a.ll.the d.1legatione -(;.o. the 
Ge:cer~l AJ;Jsemb~y, which ntcl~b~ ~ve ha.cl s:l,ljlilar d.ifficul t as in stud.~ing the 

prov~~lion$ of 'j:;he Charter~ wiilll support the, :proposal for th pt:i.blioa.t;tfns 

requ!'JJited'l bel~eving that I hail; ifill faoilita!\Je a better k:o.olledge of t~ Charter, 




