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THE xoa'EAN QUESTION
Megsege from the President of the General Assembly to the

President Of the Rerublie of Koreas, transuitted by the
Becretary-Ceneral in B Cablegran dated 22 June 1953

New York, 22 June 1953 -

I EAVE THE EONQUR ’.['0 TRANSMIT  HEREWITH A MECSAGE FROM TEE EONOURABLE LESTER
Be PEARSGN, PRESIDERT OF THE GENERAL AﬁSEMBLY OF THE.UNITED NATIONS, &5
FDLLUWS =~ DAG EAMMARSK$QLD, SECRETARY~-GENERAL, UNITED NATIONS. .

QuoTE
' PRESIDENT SYNGMAN REEE
msmmm, REPUBLIG OF KORFA
SEGUL {KOREA)

DEAR MR, ERESIDENT,

© AS PRESIDENT OF.THE CENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE' “WYTED NATIONS T HAVE BEEN
SHOCKED TO WEAR OF THE UNTLATERAL ACTION WHICE YOU HAVE SANCTIOMED IN )
BRINGING ABOUT '.[HE' RELFASE OF NON-REPATRTAELE NORTH KOREAN mrsormas FROM
TRE UNITED NATIONS PRISONER OF WAR CAMPS. TN KOREA,

I TAKE THIS OCCASXON 70 RECALL THE DECISIVE ACTION TAKEN mr TEE
UNTTED NATTONS WEEN ACGRESSION WAS INTTTATED IN JUNE mnmmm FIFIY AND
THE SATISFACTION YHICE YOU: EXFRESSED IN THE REGPONSE ow '8 UNITED NATIONS
T0 TEE URGENT-APPEALS MADE BY. YOU-FOR' MILTEARY AND OTHER ASSISTANGE,

THAT COLLABORATION, AIMED AT THE REPELLING OF AGGRESSTON AND THE RESTORATION
OF YOUR COUNTRY TO &4 CONDITION OF PEACE AND ECONOMIC WELL~BEING, EAS BEEN
MARKED BY THREE YEARS OF EFFECTIVE EFFORT ON TEE PART OF MEMBERS CF THE
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UNITED NATIONS, AND OF YOUR GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE, UNDER THE DIRECTION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS COMMAND. IN VIEW OF WHAT THIS COLLABCRATION BAS
MPANT TO YOUR PEOPLE, IT IS MOST REGRETTABLE THAT YOU HAVE TAKEN ACTION
WEICH THREATENS THE RESULTS ALREADY ACHIEVED AND THE FROSFECT OF A '
PEACFFUL SOLUTION OF REMAINING FROBLEMS,

THIS RELEASE OF NORTE KOREAN PRISONERS FROM UNTTED NATIONS
PRISONER OF WAR CAMPS Iy KOREA IS PARTICULARLY SHOCKING IN VIEW OF THE
PROGRESS MADE BY THE ARMISTICE NEGOTIATORS TN PANMUNJOM, WHICH EAS
RESULTED IN THE ACCEPTANCE OF PRINCIPLES LAID DOWN IN TBE UNTTED. NATICNS
GEWERAL ASSEMBLY'S RESOLUTION OF THREE DECEMBER NINETEEN FIFTY-TWO
ENDORSED BY PIFTY-FOUR MEMBFR NATIONS. THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE PRINCIPLES
UNDERLYIRG mls RESOLUTION, ESPECIALLY THAT OF NO FQRCIBLE nzmmmw:om .
OF PRISONERS, WHICH HAS BEEN THE BASIS OF YOUR POSITION AS ‘HELL a8 mm |
OF THE UNITED NATIONS, BAS omr Bmv OBTAINED AFTER TWO :!EARs OF PATIENT
AND PERSISTENT NEGOTTATION BY THE UNITED NATIONS COMMAND.

THE ACTION TAKEN WITH YOUR CONSENT, TN KELEASING THE NCRTE Koam '
PRISONERS, VIOLATES THE AGREEMENT REACHED BY THE TWO SIDES OF JUNE Exsm
NINETEFN FIFTY~THREE EMBODYING THESE PRINCIPLES, AND IT OCCURS Af A TIE
WEEN HOSTILITIES ARE ABOUT TO CEASE, AND WHEN TEE QUESTIONS OF THE
UNIFICATYON OF KOREA AND RELATED KOREAJ PROPLEMS CAN EE DEALT WITH BY A
POLITICAL CONFERENCE TNVOLVING THE PARTIES CONCERNED.

IN JULY NINETEEN FIFTY, AS 4 MEAWS OF ASSURING NECESSARY MILITARY
SOLIDARITY wrm THE UNITED NATIONS EFFORT IN REPELLING AGGRESSION, - YOU
UNDERTOOK TO PLACE THE LAND 6EA AND AIR FCRCES OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA
'UNDER THE SUBQUOTE COMMAND AUTEORITY UNSUBQHIOTE OF THE UNITED FATIONS
COMMAND,  YOUR ACTION REFERRED TO ABOVE VIOLATES. THAT UNDERTAKING,

AS PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TEE-UNTTED NATIONS I FEEL
IT MY mmr TO FRING T0 ¥OUR ATTENTION THE GRAVITY OF THIS SITUATION. I
HOPE AND TRUST THAT YOU WILL COOPERATE WITH THE UNTTED NATTONS COMMAND
I ITS CONFINUING AND nmmn EFFORTS 1O OBTZAIN AN EARLY m HONOURABLE
ARMISTICE,
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I SHOULD LIKE TO TAKE TEIS CCCASION TO EXPRESS, AS PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, MY FROFOUND SYMPATHY FOR THE
SUFFERINGS OF THE PEOPLE OF KCREA DURING THE PAST THREE YEARS, AND MY
ADMIRATION FOR THE VALIAWT BFFORTS OF THE ROK ARMY IN ITS COOPERATION
WITH THE FORCES OF THE UNITED FATIONS. IT IS MY EARNEST HOPE THAT
THIS COCPERATION WILL CONTINUE, NOT ONLY IN THE DMMEDIATE TASK OF
OBTAINING THE ARMISTICE BUY IN ASSURING THAT THE ARMISTICE IS THEREAFTER
FAITHFULLY OBSERVED, IN ORDER THAT WE MAY JOINTLY PROCEED TOWARD OUR
COMMON OBJECTIVE OF THE UNIFICATION GF KOREA BY PEACEFUL MEANS, IF
THIS COOPERATION VERE ENDED, IT WOULD BE (¢ KOREAN PEOPLE WHO WOULD
SUFFER FIRST AND SUFFER MOST, ~-- LESTER B. PEARSON, PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY
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