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l. ·The question of chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons 'ilaS 

included by the Secretary-General in t:tLe provisional agenda of the h.;enty-fourth 

session (A(y6oo) as part of item 29 entitled: 11 question of general and 

complete disarmc_,;,cnt: (a) Report of the= Conference of the Eighteen-Nation 

Cc.)mmi ttee on Disarme_ment; (b) He·oort o:f the Secretary-General 11
) on the basis 

of General Assembly resolution 2454 A (XXIII) of 20 December 196Elo 

2o At its 175!~ch plenary meeting, on 20 September 1969, the General Assembly, 

en the recommcndaticm of the General Co![l_mittee (A/7700) included that item in 

the agenda ancJ. o_lloccted it to the First Committee for c:Jnsideration and report. 

3o }\,v a letter dBted 19 September 1969 (A/7655), the representatives of 

Fulgarj_a) the EyclorLJ_ssian Soviet Socialist HepublicJ Czechoslovakio., Hungary, 

Mcngoli.:::_; Pol<_ind, R.omaniG, the UI-uainian Soviet Socialist Republic and the Union 

of Soviet SocinlL3t Rerublics requestec1. the inclL..sion in the agendr: of an 

additional ite21. entitled: 11 Ccnclusi.on of 8. convention on the prohibition of the 

development,. production and stoc-~_piling of chemical and bacterioloGical 

(biolcgical) H2a-::Jons and on thE:-: destruction of such \.)8apons 11
• Attached to the 

letter '"'188 the text of 2 dr-aft cor..vention on the prohibition of the development, 

rrociuction c::Jnc1 stoc1\:pilir:g of such •:eJeo.pons and on their destruction. 
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4. At its l32nc' meeting, on 23 September 1969, the General Committee considered 

the reqllest 2nd recommended that the item shollld be inclllded in the agenda and 

allocated to the First Committee. It also recommended that it sllOllld become 

Sllb-item (c) of iteiil 29 entitled: "~llestion of general and complete 

disarmament" (A/7700/Add.l). 

). A-c its l76!eth and l765th plenay meetings, on 24 and 25 Septew'Jer 1969, the 

General Assembly decided to replace i tern 29 by the following two Gepe.rate items: 

i tern 29 - C-luestion of general and complete disarmament: report of the Conference 

of the: Ccrr:.mittee on Disarmament; nnd item lCl+ - Question of chemice_l ancl 

bacterj_ologic2l (bi:JlQgical) \.Jeapons: (a) Report of the Conference of the 

Committee on D.i.t:arrJcmcnt; (b) Conclusion cf e convention on the. prohibition of the 

cleveloprnent, prcciuc~icn end stockpil.ins of cher:Jical and bacteriolo;ical (biological) 

~v;:e2,pons ::·n:·J :Jn the -~lestructicn of SL.-:.ch 1veapons; (c) Report of the Sccretery

Genera1. I'~"!.e Generel Assembly alsu decided to allocate item lQL~ to the First 

co~mittee for consideration 3rrcl report (A/7702/Rev. l). 

on 2C Novecnber 1969, the First Committee decided 

tl1at thE' gcnc::r.sl Cteb:3tc-: on all :four ager.da items rele.ting to disar-mc.ment allocated 

tc, itJ n2~t1elyJ (l) item 29: Q,uestion of general and complete diserm8_ment_; 

Urr;ent need for suspension of nuclear and thermonuclee_r tests; 

C:~nference of Non-Nuclec1r-Heapon States; and (l!-) ite~D 104: Question 

of chemic2J. ~nD b~cteriol_ogical (bi.oJ.ogical) weapons; should be held 

sirm.-:.lt::neni.:;sly, 8nd th::.t, fclloi";i::J.g th- conclusion of the general debc,te 7 the 

commi ttf:e ~v/Ot-Ll·~' c:J:1sider separately tlle dr8_ft resolutions relating to ee_ch item. 

(21 ite:rc 30: 

'3) i~em 31: \ ' 

7. The genern]_ debate on the fotH cc;2rrde, items tooic plcce at ·che l69lst to 

i_·r:x:1 17 Ncn."EmOer to 1 De~~ernber 1969, end at the l710th ~nd l(l~!Lh 

.S. The First Cc.>r::tr:.i.ttec had bc-::tore :i.t_, in conncxion \·lith e_gencJe item 104, th::: 

follo<,.Ji_ng (]ocumercts: (a) the re por-G of the Confc:rer..ce of the Coomi ttee on 

DisD.rU.2r:·~crJ'c:; (,\_/'/~-,,~_:.J); t:1e letter end the drc.:£'t conventicnJ. (A/7655) :ncntione6 

in -:=;8rBg:n::p}l ~-; a1Ylve; (c) the n~port of' the Secretory-General (A/7575); (d) a 

Scvi.et. :~-:ocic Jj __ LJt R2~~11bJ_ ics, addre. cosc<"'~ to th~ Secret2ry- General (A/C. l/ 988) > 

tra::1srai tti.ilg a lc: v~~ro::: from the ~viinister for Foreign 1\ffairs of the German 
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Democratic Republic and e. memorandum attached thereto; (e) a letter da.ted 

8 October 1969 from the Permanent Representative of Poland, addressed to the 

President of the Genaral Assembly (A/C.l/989), transmitting a messoge from the 

President of the People's Chamber of the German Democratic Republic~ (f) a letter 

dated 23 October 1969 from the Permanent Representative of Hungary, addressed to 

the President of the General Assembly (A/C .1/991), transmitting e. letter from 

the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republ:ic and a statement 

attached thereto. 

9· On 24 Novecnber, Bulgaria, the EYelorussian Soviet Socie.list Republic, 

Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, the Ukrainian Soviet 

Socialist Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics submitted a draft 

resoltltion (A/C.l/L.487), subsequently co-sponsored by Cube (A/C.l/L.487/Add .1). 

Tbe text read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 2162 B (XXI) of 5 December 1966 and 
2454 A (XXIII) of 20 December 1968, 

"Fully conscious of the fact that the use of such weapons of :nass 
destruction as chemical and bacteriological (biological) ,;eapons •muld 
constitute a serious threat to nankind and that the development, 
production an:S. stockpiling of such weapons are therefore contrary to the 
interests of the security of peoples, 

"Bearing in mind that the GeJCeva Protocol of 17 Ju.ne 1925 for the 
Prohibition of the Use in War oi Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, 
and of Bacteriological Methods of Harfare is an effective international 
agreement v;hich plays an important role in the averting of a chemical 
and bacteriol0gical W!1rJ 

r'c~msiC~ering it to be urgently necessary to tal<::e further measures 
leading to tl:c complete exclusion of chemical and bacteriological 
••eapons from lhe arsenals of States and to the destructicm of such 
weapons) 

1';-:aving r.;:~gc.rd also to the c:::ncluslon em t"t--lr-:.=.:;e lines in. the report. CJi 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations on 11 Cterr~ical anQ bacteriolo;:;ical 
(biclogicBl) ·h'8Bpons and the ef.f'ects of their possible use'' \·7hidl was 
prepare(! by .:t group of hi~hly c:us.lific:i internati~)nal experts 2 

j ... 
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"l. Recognizes the need to conclude as soon as possible a convention 
on the prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of 
chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons and on the ctestruction 
of such ~we3.pons; 

"2. Considers that SllCh a convention should provide for the full 
prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of chemical 
and bacteriological (biological) weapons and the exclusion of these means 
of <mrfare from the arsenals of States through their destrD.ction or 
diversion for peaceful uses; 

"3. Recommends that in reaching agreement on the text of such a 
convention full account shollld be taken of the draft Convention on the 
Prohibition of the Development, Prodllction and Stockpiling of Chemical 
and Bacteriological (Biological) \'leapons and on the Destruction of such 
Weapons, contained in docllment A/7655; 

"l1.. Reqllosts the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament to 
condllct negotiations as a matter of llrgency with a view to reaching agreement 
on the text of a convention on the prohibition of the development, 
prodllction and stockpiling of chemical and bacteriological (biological) 
weapons and on the destruction of such weapons; 

"5. Requests the Committee on Disarmament to report t::> the General 
Assembly at its tventy-fifth session on the reslllts of these negotiations; 

"6. Reqllests the Secretary-General to transmit to the Conference of 
the Committee on Disarmament all docllments and records of the First 
Committee relating tCJ qllestions connected with the problem of chemical 
and bacteriological (biological) weapons." 

10. On 25 November, Hllngary, Mongolia a,nd Polend Sllbmitted a draft resOllltion 

(A/C.l/L.488), <rhich read as follo"s: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resollltion 2451+ A (XXIII) of 20 December 1968, 

"Having considered the report of the Secretary-General of l Jllly 1969 
on chemical and bacteriological (biological) veapons and the effects of 
their possible use, 

"Noting 11ith e.nproval the conclllsions of the report of the Secretary
General anO. the recommendations contained in the foreword to this report, 

"Noting also the discllssion of the report of the Secretary-General 
at the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament and dllrinc; the twenty
follrth session of the General Assembly,· 

; ... 
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"Recognizing the importance of the Geneva Protocol for the Prohibition 
of the Use in 1-/ar of Asphyxia tin::;, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of 
Bacteriological Methods of Harfare, signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925, 

11 Not.in,~ 1vith deep concer-n that the possible use of chemical and 
bDcteriolo[;icc.l (biologicRl) ;veapor..s is fraught with serious escalation 
both in the u-se of more danr.,erous .,.v;eapons belonging to the same class and 
of the other weapons of mass destruction, 

"Believing the.t the elimination of chemical and bacteriolosical 
(biological) weapons from military srsen2ls would constitc1te an i.mportant 
step tm1ards reaching agreement on general and complete disarmament under 
effective international control, 

"l. Reaffirms resolution 2162 B (XXI) of 5 December 1966 end calls 
ane,., for strict observance by all States of the principles an::1 objectives 
of the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in Har of Asphyxiating, 
Poisonous or Other Gases, e_nd of Bacter-iological Methods of ~.·Jar-fare.) 
signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925; 

11 2. lT"tt~es all States, which have not yet done so, to accede t:J, or
ratify the Geneva Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in \lar of 
Asphyxiatin0, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of 
Hcrfare in the cou.rse of 1970 in commemoration of the forty-fifth 
cnniversery of its signing and the tventy-fifth anniversary of the 
United Nations; 

"3. 11elcomes the report of the Secretary-General of l July 1969 as 
an at.lthoritative statement on chemical and bacteriological (bi:JlogicHl) 
'i-reapons and on the effects of their possible use, and expresses :i.ts 
appreciation to the Secrctary-Gener:ol and to the consultant-experts, "ho 
assisted him; 

"h. ReqL\eGts the Secretary-General to publicize the report in as 
m2_ny languages as is considered desirable and practicable; 

11
). RecommencJ.r::; to all Governments the wide distributi::m of the 

report through various media o:I commL:.nication; so as to acquaint ·public 
opinio!1 lJith its contents; and invites the specl.alized agencies 2 region?_l 
intergovernmental organizations and natio;1al and international 
non-gove1~nmental organizations to uce their facilities to ma1:e the report 
widely l;:no;:.1n. 11 

ll. On the same date, Argentina, Bro.zilJ BurmaJ Ettiopia, InC::"iay .Mexico, 

Morocco, Nigerir-, Paldstan, Sweden, the United Arab Rc public ana Yugoslavia 

sub1~1itted a draft resolution (A/C.1/L.1+89), SIJ.bseq_uently co-s;::·onsored by Jamaica 

(A/C.l/L.liSC)/Add.l), by Algeria, Ceylon, Cyprus, Ghana, KenyP. ancl Ne:;oal 
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(A/C.1/Ic.LiJCJ/M<.2) ano by Ireland c.r:d H:clli (A/C.l/L.48C)/Md.j). 

reso.J._:j_c..ic~1 rf ):;:::;c~rs as draft TesolL:;_tion .i:\ in paragraph ~?.? bel011. 

This dre_ft 

l?. On 2:·~-:, 1'-lcvc ::_~_::.:;:;:-.) Austrclia, Cc:ltl::::.d;__;_, Ghs.na, the NetherlPndG, I\li:-;eria an c. 

t.hc Drdt,::c~ >/ ; 
''--'-~<-.·--: -'·- o:::· Gr8e.t Britain o.nc1 ~-Jo-r'thcrn Ircla-:ld submit·tcd a draft 

c:o-s consDred by Chad, Cyprus and Ugaucla 

( 
, I · '-· I n / · · _ -- ) 
A;C.l/L.·!:;l;Aul.~ • The text read es f'Jllm·m: 

11 EnYiD.~~ con;:;;idcrc:5. "clle rc~pcn·t of t~1e Seciets.ry-Gencr2.l -:J~- 1 Ju.ly 1969 
~Jn -:::hcn:.ic::-'1 GnC:~ t2cteriolocical (biologicD-1) •,i.~::apons and t.;he effects of 
th"-"-;y r•nc:-c:--;-f)le .,,.::._, f\c·j"'r·J"c(·)·) 
.~~- ~~00-.~ ~~~ ~ ' 

11 I\:'-::-ttr::.r~ tL2 conclusions of' the lCIY:..rt of t~H:: Sc:creto_yy-General 2-~1d tLe 
r-ecc::n•'-~'8U"!c::;·L.iuns contaiued in the toJ.:c_:~dord ·cc1 this rep·JrtJ 

11 ~->:::;t:iJ:,':~ eJ.::;o tLe disLu __ sslnr::. oi' tJ.1.r2 report of C~le Socrctar-y-Ge.seral 
c:_t:, '"'be Cl)t"l.i_-eTe:--lc.:e of -"c..he Corrl[nittec--; o:n Disarmam.cnt and 6LJ.rir<~ tl1e T.;>:-7Cnty

f';:_;_:cLl1 scs:3:i.OE a::· the C-enc:ral A::-:ser:1·;JJ.y; 

"r,_:.L~-ldful of tbc conclu~:;ion of the report t~·w.t the ~Jro,:-:-x~ct~_; :i::"or 
gc-::rle.Tc_l D.nG complete dise:rmatn;::nt under str·ict and effective; :L::rte:cna_tlonal 
C-)Ltr,:Jl c~nd ~1ence fol" pca.ce thro,l~~l1:Ju-c the ~vlor ld ~-rc:u_ld b=-:--:i.e;~ltC!l sigiTificaGtly 
i.f ~l-~e dc\rclc)oment) produc::io~1 ur:_~, ~Jl/)2~~:Dilicg of chemic2.l c,nd 8ioloe;iccl 
:'bc:nt.::; intenc~cd fay purposes o::!: 1'/t:i:C -;,.;ere to enc~- anc~ if· they ·,_:ere elimin2.t2d 
~1T1m all m:L li "ca:;:y arsenaL.::>; 

co! ~tiz:Lr:,;, tht.~ iL1portance uf the Gccc:v2. :P:cot·.JC'Jl i\Ji' the :P:cch~bitlon 
t::-1~:: 1J,se j_~:: ;-Tc.:.L :::;_:!." i\S[)(t;y_-,;::io_i~irl2;) Pulsonou~; o:c Cthe:c Gasc:::::_, anC' o:? 

Ic.c~:er.:.o1o~jiCc.J.. f11ethods of \}c,_rf~l_:c::::., :~igr::.ec'~ r-::t Gen:::va on 17 ,J:._.-,_r:.t_~ 192)) 

-------· -v_. ~~-::.:;\.~ """ --; -- -~ uni\':~ r:::.sl :-J.pr_:;l1c2.i::d.lity / 

~'_,~,:i'.'·l' -_~,,.L:::..c.r1··, t.bc ;__:,_~,b~"'ncy 'Ji tr;c -"lt':'elt fol' &chicv.l.ng -cc:"' cc.::-li<:::r3t ~J:t'fective 
e Lltrri:sG.t:i. on u:~- c~Ieitric:,: 1 c ml bc.c·Ccriolog:Lcr:.:l (bJ olot:;ical) \-72C:~ por~~:3, 

11 19 
· .. ~~,- fe-r ._) 1:·"' -~--l, C:iJ3z.::.:-. ·"~L: _:,__: b,V [;C] l i:::L_j_,_>o:s c; i~i·_~<:~ ·;::ri::-H>~:J.l..:.::·s E:t:lcl c::Jjcc:tives 

c-::~ tht.: 1--'.::--·ut;:Jc:::;i_ :(·o:r tnc P.::oflibit:i.or~ o:i.' t~11:; T.J::-:;e ::1 -'l -,:--:';;;.r of I"Sf~l::_n:iEtir~c;; 
PoisoEcus or 0~11er Ga.ser:;J ~--:>nJ of B:=.ctcrioJ.Dgicnl. Ivi~:::-thudu o_2 \·,'ar:L'e..rc; sigrF:?d 
c" t Gc.. n :::.: v :· c__. ~-:. L ( J" ' .. :m_ e 
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A/7890 
English 
Fa2;e 7 

11 2. Invites all States) 1-1hich have not yet done so) t:; accede to, 
or ratify the Ge:1eva Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in ;·Tar of 
Asphyxiating) Poisonous or Other Gases) and of EacteriDlO[;ical lv1etfloCis 
of ~·Iarfare in the course o.f 1970 in cocnmernoration of th~ J~o:cty-I'ifth 

ennivGrsary of its signing and the b1enty-£ifth anniver;-Ju:ry of the Unit·2C. 
Nations; 

B 

"l. "I.:Jelcor,1es the report of the Secrete_ry-General of l July 1969 as 
an authoritative statement on chemical and bGctcrioloo;ical (biolol::;ical) 
"\Jca;_Jons and on the effects of G~1eir possible use, and e~~presses its 
appreciation to the Secretary-General an(l to the consu.li.;D.~t~·~:::~;:n2rts J 11ho 
assisted t.ir,1; 

n2. Req_Ll.ests the Secretcry-Gc~nernl to pll.blicize the rcp:.JrL-, in 2.s 
many lanc;uc,_ges as is considereD GesirubJ_e e.~c1 practicG.bL2, me-.:i~1g tJSe of 
t:he facilities of the United Natiorlf:: Office of Fublic Ir:fo:nnation; 

11 3. Recommends to all Governr.:"~ents the ·uide dlst:cibution cf' the 
renor-t so as to acqu.Eint public opinion 1-1ith its content.s, and inv~i.te::-; 

;c.he speci2.lized agencies, inter:.:;overnnwntal orga::J2.zations;, and nc-t.ionel 
and intf~rnationc;l non-e;CJvercnental organiza0ions to u02 their fe.cilitir::'c 
to mal:.e the report widely knc:•\ni~ 

11 11.. Recommends the report of tLe Sec:cetary-General to tl:.-:' 
Conference of the Committee on Disar-me.r.:1ent ::--·s e. ·basis fo:;:' its furt::--ler 
consideration of the effective eli,;:inp~.:;ion ot chcmicc--:l c-lr:.5. ·:)actcr:!.ological 
(biological) weapons; 

c 

: 1 1~ Ta1~es note of the drc._:2·c Con'.rention OQ tte Pru2-li0it:Lor:: of 
Biological Methods of IJarfare su.bmitted by "l~he United Kln[;dom to the 
Conferenc8 of tlJe Committee on DisurritC1_n--"e::lt ( CCD/255/Re•/. J..) s.nd tile dra::::·t 
Convent:ion on. -ch::= Prohibition. of· t~1c Lcvel.o1;rnent) ?roc.tuc-sion 8.:::-.:.C' 
Stoc .. :'-pilin;:; of Chemic:c;.l ar.rJ. Eacte1 iol.oc~·ics-cl (Bi:Jlog2.cc.l) ':ica~:;.ocs and 1J!1 

tl1e Destruction of such I,..Jeapons subtilitted to tl1.e Gene.rai Assembly ty the 
delegations of BulgarlaJ the By8lOri.1Gsian SSE; Czec~lOS.l..O\tc':!.l~_i<l) :t1urlg2.YY:, 
l:icmgolia;; PolD.nd; Romanio, tlJe u:~rair:i::n.: s.~~H a::F.l tho U0:Ji~ (!:.../"(685) .: 

r:2~ Requests the Confere1~c:e o:L' the:: C'Jmmit-cee o:t DiE-:;an·-taJnerrc to giye 
urgent consiC.era.tior.. to reachins ac~re:~r:"erlt on L.hc~ :::-;roh:L1J.Lt:;_,J;-, o:::' chF.:t""tice.l 
and bacteriological (bioloe;ical) meT~huds ~Ji' -~,:;sn:L'ure:.- ta':;::in; :tull_ e.ccount 
of the Clraf-C conventions ctcntiOE<='ci. in pura.grs.T_::t 1 anct ott.ier .r<)lc ,,-i::int 
proposals; 

I ... 
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"3. R<eqllests the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament to 
present a report on progress on all aspects of the problem of the 
effective elimination of chemical and bacteriological (biolo,~ical) 
"eapons to the t"enty-f'ifth United Nations General Assembly; 

"4. Reqllcsts the Secretary-General to trensmit to the Conference 
of the Committee on Disarmament all docllments and records of the First 
Committee relating to g_QestionG connected with the problen1 of chemical 
and bacteriological (biological) weapons." 

13. On 8 December, Italy Sllbmittcd a clraft resollltion (A/C.l/L.if98), >~hich 

read as follous: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recognizing the importance of the Geneva Protocol for che 
Prohibition of the Use in Har of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Oases, 
and of Bacteriological Methods of Harfare, signed at Geneva on 
17 Jllne 1925, 

"Recalling its rcsollltions 2162 (XXI) of 15 December 1966 and 
2454 A (XXIII) of 20 December 1968, Hhereby it called ane" for strict 
observance by all States of the •Jrinciples and objectives of the Geneva 
Protocol anCi it invited all States to accede to the same ProtocCJl, 

11 Congratulating the Secretary-General on the report O.ated 
1 July 1969 on chemical and bacteriological (biological) ·veapons and 
the effects of. their possible use (A/7575), 

11Having considered the report of the Conference of the Co:-nmi t·tee 
on Disarmament on the preliminary consideration of the action to be 
taken in the light of the report of the Secretary-General, 

u-Helcoming the initiatives taken by several Governments in the 
field Of the prohibition of cher•ical and bacteriological (biolog:Lcal) 
1--rea:;;ons, 

11 Fully conscious of the ne2d to preserve the inviola'b~lity of the 
Geneva Protocol [lDd to ensLJ_re its universal application} 

11 1. Urr,es again all States to eccecle to the Geneva Protocol; 

Tt2. Invites all parties to the Geneva Protocol to con.:-:>ic:er that, 
in the meantime_, t:1e prohibition containeC:_ therein applies vis-8_-vis all 
countries ·Hhich rc;frain from infrinGinG the provisions of the Protocol. 11 

I . .. 
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14. On tte sar11e elate, Australie_, Austria, Bulgaria, the Byelorussian Soviet 

Socialist Republic, Canada, Chad, Cyprus, Czechoslova1cia, Ghana, Hungary, India, 

Ja~~ic0_, Lillcri2., Me~dco, Mongolia, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan_, Poland, 

:Rc;;rur.ic._!.. !:Jr;ancia, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Union of Soviet 

E:x::iGlist Renu'olics, the United Kinr;dom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

sD:1 the UniteG States of America submitted a draft resolution (A/C.1/L.500), 

s:J.:.JscqL"'.cntly c-:J-Eponsored by Belgium, Brazil, Mali, Ne\-7 Zealand, S~.1eden 

(A/C.lir.. 500/Aod .1) and Finland and Mauritiuc (A/C.l/L. 500/Add.2). This draft 

Tcsolution n;JlJears as draft resolution B in paragraph 22 bel01.~. 

15. At Hs l"{16t:h and 1717th meetings, on 9 and 10 December, the First Committee 

t-:Jok_ up .f.Jr c'JnsiC.cration the above draft resolutions submitt8d unc~er agenda 

i te r'l lOL~- .. 

l6~ At the rni+;n rn.eetin;:;, on 9 December, it \las announced that draft 

:reso1utio'w A/C.l/L.487 and Add.l, AjC.1jL.~8G and A/C.l/L.49l and AcJd.l had 

'nee~. ~.-Jitl-~(J,r2\H':_ ·oy the respective co-sponsors in favour of the thirty-t·uo-Power 

drcft resDlution (A/C.l/L.500 and Add.l anc1 2). 

17. At the J.717th meeting, on 10 December, the representative of Ital;y stated 

that l~is c1elcgaticm \-/Ould not press to a vote its draft resolution 

(A/C.l/L.h')8). 

13. At t'."'-'-e suc_e mcc·:.::.i!lg, before the Committee voted on the two dr-ait 

resclti.tio:1s before it 7 the Secretary of the Committee made a statement on the 

fine.ncj_al implications o:L' draft resolution A/C.l/L. 500. 

19. At tc1e request of Mal.ta, a separate vote was taken on the fifth preambular 

;~:2r:-Jg:capt ol t.hc b-ienty-one-Po\>mr draft r-esolution (A/C.l/L.4t39 and Add.l-3). 

The yr.re.gY2,ph 1;a~-o adol)ted by 57 votes to 10, ·~·;ith 24 abstentions. The Committee 

l:.her: aC,opted ·L;Jx: \~::..-·ait resolution aG a ':.lhole by a r-oll-call vote of )8 to ), 

\·:ttl.1 3) abstentions (see paragraph 22, dr-aft resolution A, belm-1). The voting 

IE fs_vour: Afc;han]_sto.n, I\lc;crin, Argentinr'_, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, 
Eur'J.t'_di, Byeloru.ssia.n Soviet Socialist Republic 7 Central 
A.i"rican Republic, Ceylon, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, 
Ethj_opi2, Finland 7 Ghnn2, Guatemala, Hungary, India, Indonesia, 
Iran, Ireland, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Kenya, Km--1ait, Lesotho, 
LiOya, Maldives, l-'Iali, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, 
I:k!~al, Ni[;er, Nigeria, Pakistan, Peru, Poland, Romania, Saudi 
Ar[··bia, Senc;s;el, Somalia, Spain, Sudan, Sl.Jaziland, s-~veden, Syria, 

I .. . 
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T~t.''iniclad and Tobago, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union oi Soviet Socialist ReOJUblics, United Arab 
Republic, United Republic of Tanzania, Yuc;oslavia, Zambia. 

Against: Austre.lia, Portuc;al, United States of America. 

Abstainin::>;: Austria, Belgium, Car:1eroon, Canada, Chad, Chile, China, 
Denmark, El Salvador, Frctnce, GEi_bon, Greec2, Guyana, Iceland, 
IGrael, Italy, Japan, Laos, Liberia, Luxembourg, l' .. 'fadagascar, 
Malaysia, Malta, Netherlands, Ne1' Zealand, Nonmy, Philippines, 
Ruanda, Singapore, South Africa, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, 
United Kin:;dom of Gre2:C Britain nnd Northern Ireland, Uruguay. 

20. The thirty-tuo-P011er draft resolution (A/C.l/L-500 and Add.l an<' 2) "as 

adooted by 97 votes to nonG (see paragraph 22, cl.raft resolution B, belm;). 

21. IJ:·be representative of Venezuela stated that, bad his delegation been 

present a·c the vote, it T, .. wuld have abstained on the twenty-one-Pou12r draft 

resolution (A/C.l/L.I.89 8.nd Acld.l-3). 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE FIRST COMJVIITTEE 

22. The First C:xmi1ittee recommends to tl1e General Assembly the aCoption of 

the fcllm·ling draft resolutions: 

~LlO.Gtion of chemical anc~ bacteriological (biological) vJeanons 

A 

11he GcnerCLl Assembly, 

Consic!e:cinp; that chemical and biological r:1ethods of 1varfare have alw8.ys 

been vie-wed lTith horror and been justly condemned by the international community J 

Corwic~el"il1t'"'; that these methods cf •;.rarfare are inherently reprehensible) 

bec.euse their effects are often uncontrollable and u.npredictabl2 anC l·.:ay be 

injurious "'·ri t11out distinction to combats.nts and non-combatants and Oecause any 

ESe vould entail a serious ris~;:: of escalation, 

Recallinr~ that successive international instruments have prohibiteQ or 

sought to prevent the use of such methods of Farfare, 

Noting sDeci:f"ically in this rec;ard: 

(a) That the n:e.jority of States then in e::::istence adherec':l to the Protocol 

....... "::;r Che PI'ohiOitio:D. of the Use in Har of As:r::;hyxiatinc;,. Poisonous c:r Other Gases, 

and of P..r:tcteriological Methods of \)o.rfare) siGned at Geneva on 17 June 1925)~/ 

LeagL'.P of Nations, Treaty Series, Vol. XCIV (1929), No. 2138. I .. . 
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(b) That since then further States have become Parties to that Protocol, 

(c) That yet other States have declared that they will abide by its 

principles and objectives, 

(d) That these principles and objectives have commanded broad respect in 

the practice of States, 

(e) Th:e"t the General Assembly, without any dissenting vote, has called for 

the strict observance by all States of the principles and objectives of the Geneva 

Protocol, 

Recognizing therefore, in the light of all the above circumstances, that the 

Geneva Protocol embodies the generall;y recognized rules of international law 

prohibiting the use in international armed conflicts of all biological and 

chemical methods of warfare, regardless of any technical developments, 

Mindful of the report of the Group of Experts, appointed by the" Secretary

General of the United Nations under General Assembl;y resolution 2454 A (XXIII) of 

20 December 1968, on chemical and bacteriological (biological) >Jeapons and the 

effects of their possible use,Y 

Considering that this report and the fore1ford to it by the Secretary-General 

adds further urgency for an affirmation of these rules and for dispelling, for the 

future, any uncertainty as to their scope and, by such affirmation, to assure 

the effectiveness of the rules and to enable all States to demonstrate their 

determination to compl;y 1fith thern, 

Declares as contrary to the generally recognized rllles of international lau, 

as embodied in the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in Har of Asphyxiating, 

Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Harfare, signed at 

Geneva on 17 Jllne 1925, the use in international armed conflicts of: 

(a) Arry chemical agents of warfare - chemical Sllbstances, vhether gaseous, 

liquicl or solid - 1<hich might be employed. becallse of their direct toxic effects 

on man, animals or plants; 

(b) Arry bioloc;ical agents of l·rarfare - living organisms, uhatever their 

nature, or infective material derived from them - which are intendecl" to callse 

clisease or death in man, animals or plants, and which depend for their effects 

on their ability to mllltipl;y in the person, animal or plant attacked. 

5.1 A/7575. / ... 
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The General Assembly, 

B 

Recalling its resollltion 2454 A (XXIII) of 20 December 1968, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General of l Jllly 1969 on 

chemical and bocteriological (biological) "eapons and the effects of their 

possible use)./ 

Noting the conclusions of the report of the Secretary-General and the 

recommendations contained in the foreword to the report, 

Noting also the discussion of the report of the Secretary-General at the 

Conference or the Committee on Disarmament and during the h1enty-fourth session 

of the General Assembly, 

Mindful of the conclusion of the report that the prospects for general and 

complete disarmament llnder strict and effective internatione.l control and hence 

for peace throuchout the "orld would brighten significantly if the development, 

production and stockpiling of chemical and biological agents intended for 

purposes· Of "ar 11ere to end and if they "ere eliminated from all military 

arsenals,· 

Recognizing the importance of the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use 

in \'lar of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods 

of \larfare, signed. at Geneva, on 17 JLme 1925 ,.!:/ 
Conscious of the need to maintain inviolate the Geneva Protocol and to 

ensure its universal applicability, 

Emphasizing the urgency of the need for '!Chieving the earliest elimination 

of chemical and bacteriological (biological) >,-rea:9ons., 

I 

l. Heaffirms its resollltion 2162 B (lO::I) of 5 December 1966 and calls anev 

for strict obselovance by all States of the principles and objectives of the 

Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in \Jar of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or 

Other Gases, ancl of Bacteriological Methods of 1/arfare, signed at Geneva on 

17 June 1925; 

2/ Ibid. 

}:_/ League of Nations, Treaty Series, Vol. XCIV (1929), No. 21')8. 

I . .. 
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2. Invites all States 11hich have not yet done so to accec;e to or ratify 

the Geneva Protocol in t·he course of 1970 in conmemoration of the forty-fifth 

anniversary o:L its signing and the tv1cn.ty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations; 

II 

l. \1elcom.es the report of the Secretary-General of l July 1969 as an 

authoritative statement on chemical and bactcriolos;ic-al (bioloc;ical) \'leapons and 

the ei·fects of their possib:Le use, and expresses its appreciatiol1 to the 

Secretary--General and to t.he consultant-experts I.JhCJ assisted hiil1; 

2. Requests the Secreta!'J~General to pu-olicize the re]Jort in as many 

lanu;uages as is considered desirable ancl practicable, making use of the facilities 

of the United Nations Office of Public Information; 

3. RecommenDs to all Governnents tDe \:Tide distribution :Jf the report SC) 

as to acquaint public opinion 1vith its contents_, and invites the specialized 

agencies_, interc;overnmental ore;anizo:Gions, and national anc~. international 

non-governmental organizations to use their facilities to m.a~~e the re-9ort 1-lidely 

1\:nm-Jn; 

~·& Recomt~lends the report of ·the Secretary-General to the Conference of 

the Committee on Disarmanent as a basis for its further consicleration of the 

elimination of chemical and bacteriolo~;ical (biological) ;:veai)Ons; 

III 

1. Ta1res J.J.ote of the draft Convention on the Prohibition of the 

Development, Proc"luction and Stockpiling of Chemical and Eacteriolor;ical 

(Biological) \-!capons and on the Destruction of such Heapons subr.1ittecl to the 

General Assernbly by the delee;ations of Bulgaria, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 

Republic, Cze choslova1\:ia, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, the Ulu"ainian 

Soviet Socialist Republic and the Union af Soviet Socialist B.epublics2fand. of the 

draft Convention on the Prohibition of Bioloc;ical Methods o:[ l!arfare submitted 

by the UniteC:. KingO.or.~ to the Conference of the Committee on Disarluai.:1ent..§/ as ·Hell 

as other proposals; 

2) A/7655. 

~~ CCD/255/Rev.l. 

j . .. 
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2. Requests the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament to give urgent 

consideration to reaching agreement on the prohibitions anc! other measures 

referred to in the draft conventions mentioned in paragraph 1 above and other 

relevant proposals; 

3. Requests the Conference of the Committee on Disarmament to present a 

report on progress on all aspects of the problem of the elimination of chemical 

and. bacteriological (biological) 'cleapons to the General Assembly '-'t its 

t,;enty-fifth session; 

1>. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the Conference of the 

Cornr.1ittee on Disarmament all documents and records of the. First CorJmittee relatinG 

to questions connected "i-ch the probleiil of chemical and bac~;eriological 

(biological) weapons. 




