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1. The item entitled ''Question of the reservation exclusively for peaceful 

purposes of the sea-._bed and the ocei.n floor, and the subsoil thereof, under lying . 

the high seas beyond the limits of present national jurisdiction,· and the use of 

their resources in the interests of mankind: report of the Committee on the 

Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National 

Jurisdiction"y' was included in the agenda of the twenty-fourth session and 

allocated to the First Committee by the General Assembly at its 1758th plenary 

meeting, on 20 September 1969, on the basis of the recommendation 9f the General 

Committee (A/7700). 
2 . The First Committee considered the item at its _ 1673rd to 1683rd meetings 

from 31 October to 10 November, and at its 17d3th to 1710th and 1713th to 

1715th meetings held between 2 a~d 9 December 1969. 
3 . Five draft resolutions, with amendments to four of them were submitted to the 

First Cowmittee. The draft resolutions in the order of their submission, .with· 

the amendments thereto, are set forth below. 

y Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-fourth Session, 
Supplement No. 22 (A/7622 and Corr.land Add.l). 
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4 A draft resolution was submitted by Malta (A/C.l/L.473) on 31 October, at 

the 1675th meeting, on 3 N.;,•ember. It was twice revised (A/C.l/L.4T5/Rev.l and 2). 

The seccr.d revision was introduced by the sponsor at the 1709th me~ting, on 

2 'Cece:nber. The text read as follows: 

"'T"h ~ 1 ' bl ~ .. e -,er.era ""'ssem y, 

"Recalling its resolutions 2340 (XXII) of 18 tecember 1967 and 
2467 ( XY.:II::;:} of 21 I:ecember 1968: 

"Ccnsiderini:; that the definition of the continental shelf contained in 
the Conver:tic,n or. the Continental Shelf of 29 April 1958 does not define 
--.1ith .sufficier,t precision the limits of the area over which a coastal State 
exercises sovereign rights for the purpose of exploration and exploitation 
~f r.at~ral resources, ar.d that ~ustomary international law on the subject 
is inccnclusive, 

'':fot.:lr,:;: tha1; developir.r-: technology is making the entire sea-bed and 
ccean :~lc~r r-ro~r~~si.vely accessible and exploitable for scientific, 
ccor:.cl":",i.:! .• :r.ili tar:, and other purposes, 

"Aff1.rrr,ing that there exists an area of the sea-bed and ocean floor 
ar:a the s·J.bsoil '\:.hereof which lies beyond the limits of national .jurisdiction, 

"'A.ffirrr.in~ f'.<rther t:iat this area should be used exclusively for 
peaceful purpcses Rr1 its resources utilized for the benefit of all 
:i:2 nki r,d, 

r:cnvinced of the urgent necessity of preserving this area from ------ -
encr2acr..r.:ent inc:::>r.sistent vith the common interest of mankind, 

":•~oting tl:at the establishment of an eq·J.itable j_nternational regime 
for this area 1,:ou)_d f,3cilitate the task of determining the limits of the 
3re2 to •,;hich th~t rsgirr.e is to apply, 

"Ifoting f'J.rthc1 the continuing efforts of the Cammi ttee on the 
?eac':!f:,l ,jses of the Sea-::Ped and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of 
l\atior:al ,Jurisdiction to elaborate such a re g irr:e in accordance with 
paragraph 2 (a) of r esolution 2467 A (XXIII), 

1. R::ouests the Secretary-General to ascertain the views of Member 
3-1:ctes ar. the desirnbility of convening at an early date a conference 
nartic~]arly for the purpose of arriving at a clear, precise and 
internationally acceptable definition of the area of the sea-bed and the 
0cec:n floor. and their subsoil, which lies beyond national jurisdiction, 
takin D' into , accc:J!lt the relevant proYisions of international law and the 
prosp:ctive establi1'hment of an equitable international regime for the 

I ... 
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use of this area for the benefit of all mankind, which the United Nations 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed is elaborating in 
accordance with the provisions of resolution 2467 A (XXIII); 

"2 . Requests the Secretary-General to report on the results of 
his consultations to the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session." 

(a) Amendments to the original Maltese draft resolution were submitted 

by ,Jamaica .and Trinidad and Tobago (A/C.1/L.475) at the 1677th meeting, on 

5 November. They were revised to apply to the first revision of that draft 

resolution and co-~ponsored by Barbados, Brazil, Guyana, India, Jamaica, Kuwait, 

Libya, Mauritania, Sierra Leone, and Trinidad and Tobago (A/C.l/L.475/Rev.l), 

subsequently joined by :Bolivia and Togo (A/C.l/L.l+75/Rev.l/Add.l). 'I'hese 

amendments were rev:ised twice to apply to the second revision of the Maltese 

draft, with the addition of the United Republic of Tanzania for the second 

revision (A/C.l/L.475/Rev.2) and Sudan for the third revision (A/c.1/1.475/Rev.3), 

subsequently joined by Madagascar, Morocco, and Swaziland (A/ C.1/L. 475/Rev. 3/ Add.l). 

In their final form, introduced on 1 December by the representative of 

Trinidad and Tobago at the 17o3th meeting, on 2 December, the amendments read 

as follows: 

"l. After the first preambular paragraph, add the following new preambular 
paragraph: 

'Having regard to the fact that the problems relating to the 
high seas, territorial waters, contiguous zones, the continental 
shelf, the superjacent waters, and the sea-bed and ocean floor 
beyond national jurisdiction, are closely linked together, 1 

Replace operative paragraph '1 with the following: 

1Requests the Secretary-General to ascertain the views of Member 
States on the desirability of convening at an early date a conference 
on the Law of the Sea to review the regimes of the high seas, the 
continental shelf, the territorial sea and contiguous zone, fishing 
and conservation of the living resources of the high seas, particularly 
in order to arrive at a clear, precise and internationally accepted 
definition of the r;1rea .of the sea-bed and ocean floor which lies 
beyond naUonal jurisdiction, in the light of the internatfonal 

' ! II 
regime to be established for that area; . 

I ... 
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(b) Amendments to the original 1Y1a ltese draft resolution were also submitted 

by Cy1)rus, (A/C~l/L.476) on 6 November. They were later revised to apply to the 

first revision of the Maltese draft (A/C.l/L.473/Rev.1). The revised amendments 

(A/c.l/L.476/Rev.1), submitted on 11 November) read as follows: 

"l. Re\.;ord opera .... ::.ve: paragraph 1 to read as follows: 

1 1. Requests the Secretary-General to inquire from Member States 
as to their vie,1s on the desirability of convening at an early date a 
conference with the aim of interpreting or revising the Convention on 
the Continental Shelf of 29 April 1958 so as to fill the present ne ed 
for a more precise definition of the limits of that area of the sea-bed 
and the ocean floor over which coastal States are entitled to exercise 
sovereign riBhts with regard to exploration and exploitation of natural 
resources, in view of the pending establishment of an equitable 
international regi~e in respect of the exploitation of the area beyond 
national jurisdiction for the benefit of mankind, with which the 
Co~mittee on the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor is seized.' 

11 2. ,~dd a ne·,1 operative paragraph 3 as follows: 

1 3. Recommends that all States should refrain from claiming or 
exercisin6 jurisdiction over any fart of the sea-bed or ocean floor, 
or the subsoil thereof, beyond a depth of 200 metres or beyond the 
lirr:i ts of the national jurisdiction they at present exercise, whichever 
is further fr om the coast, pending the clarification of the extent of 
national jurisdiction, without prejudice to any rights or claims 
concerning the limits of the relevant national jurisdiction. 111

• 

Follc·,.1 ins the .subr.1ission of the second revision of the Maltese draft resolution 

(A/C.l/L.473/Rev.2), the representative of Cyprus at the 1708th meeting on 

2 .tecerr.ber corr.i .. ented on his a, ,;endments and stated that he would not press them to 

the vote. 

(c) J1oendr:;ents ,,ere submitted to the first revision of the Ma ltese draft 

resolution (A/c.1/L.473/Rev.1) by the l;emocratic Republic of the Congo on 

11 Hovember (A/c.l/L.481). They read as follows: 

"l. After the fourth preambular paragraph add a new paragraph to read as 
follows: 

'Affirming further that the area thus situated is to be used for 
the benefit of all mankind, 1 • 

"2. telete (2) from operative para graph 1. 11 

/ ... 



A/7834··· 
English 
Page 5 

Following the submission of the second revision of the Maltese draft resolution 

(A/C~l/L.473/Rev .2), the representative of the :Cemocratic Republic of the Congo 

said that he would not ask for a vote upon his amendments. 

(d) Oral amendments to the second revision of the Maltese draft resolution 

(A/c.1/L.473/Rev.2) were proposed by the representative of Malaysia at the 1708th .. 
/ 

meeting, on 2 December, and were accepted by the representative of Malta. They 

added the words llor appropriation by any Statell in the sixth preambular paragraph 

of the draft resolution after the words ''preserving this area from encroachment" 

and substituted the word "accepted" for "a cceptable 11 in operative paragraph 1. 

5. A draft r_esolution was submitted by Belgium (A/c.1/L.474) on 4 November and 

subsequently co-sponsored by Brazil, Chile and Trinidad and Tobago 

(A/c.l/L.474/Add.l) and by Australia, Austria, Jamaica, Madagascar, Turkey and 

United Kingdom <_?f Great Britain and Northern Ireland (A/C.1/L.474/Add.2). ·_ A 

revision of this draft was submitted on 10 November with Australia, Austria, 

~elgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, Cana~~, Ceylon, Chile, Colombia, Cyprus, · 

Iceland, India, Ivory Coast, Jamaica; Kuwait, Libya, Madagascar, Malta, Mauritania:, 

Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Singapore, Sudan, Thailand, 

Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain 1:md Northern Ireland 

and Yugoslavia (A/C.l/L.474/Rev.1) as sponsors, subs~quently joined by Greece, 

Japan and Malaysia (A/c.l/L.474/Rev.1/Add.1), by Denmark (A/c.l/L.474/Rev~l/Adcl.2) 

and by ~had (A/C.l/L.474/Rev.l/Add.3). The revised draft resolution, introduced 

by the representative of Belgium at the 1683rd meeting, on 10 November, . read as: 

follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 2340 (XXII) and 2467 (XXIII), 

11 Having consj_dered the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses 
of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction, 

"Expressing its satisfaction to the International Atomic Energy Agency, 
the International Labour Organisation, the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations, the United Nations Educational; Scientific and · 
Cultural Organization, as well as tu the Intergovernmental Oceanographic · 
Commission and the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization for 
their participation in and contribution to the Committee 1 s wort, as well as 
t o the Secretary-General for his assistance, 
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,:l. Jakes ___E_Ote '1ith appreciation of' the Committee 1 s report; 

"2 • Invi ~-~ the Committee to consider further the questions entrusted 
to it under resolution 2467 (XXIII) ,-,ith a view to formulating recommendations 
on these questions, in the light of the reports and studies to be made 
available to it and taking into account the views expressed in the General 
.::issembly at its b1enty-fourth session; 

"3. No~es ,,i th interest the synthesis at the end of the report of the 
Legal Sub--Ccmmi ttee ,1hich reflects the extent of the work done in the 
:i.'orc1ulation of principles designed to promote international co-operation in 
the exploration and use of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil 
thereof', beyond the limits of national jurisdiction and to ensure the 
exploitation of their resources for the benefit of mankind; 

"4. Requests the Committee to expedite its ,rnrk of preparing a 
comprehensive ond balanced statement of these principles and to submit a draft 
declaration to the General Assembly at its twenty- -fifth session; 

11 5- 'Io kes note of the suggestions contained in the refiort of the 
Economic ond- Technical Sub-Ccrmnittee; 

11 6. ~equests the Committee to formulate recommendations regarding the 
economic and technical conditions and the rules for the exploitation of the 
resources of this area in the context of the regime to be set up." 

Im amendment to the revised draft resolution (A/C .l/L.474/Rev.1) was submitted 

on 12 Nover:1cer by ,~rgentina, Earbados, fuminican Republic, Ecuad_?_E, Ghana, 

Guctemala, Guyana , Ira~, !,!ali, Mexico, Ne_pal, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Tuni s i a, 

United Republic of 'fclnzonia, Uruguay and Zambia (A/c.1/L.482), subsequently joined 

by 1-'.auritiuc (i~ /c.1/1.482/Add.l). It read as follm1s: 

"!, t the end of operative paragraph 3, replace the semicolon by a cornrr.a 
and edd the folloi1ing: 

'irres!)ective cf the geographical location of States , taking into 
account the special interests and needs of the developing-countries;'." 

/1n oral sub-emendr.ient to the amendment ·uas p rop osed by the representative of 

.~fghanistan at the 17c8th rr.eeting and ,,as accepted by the sponsors of the 

ar,;endrr,ent. It added at the end of the amendment the words ",1hether l a nd-locked 

or ccastal". 

6. I-1 draft resolution was submitted on 6 November by Cameroon, Ceylon, I ndia, 

Jarrcaica, Kenya, Kmiai~, Liby~_, Mauritania, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakista~, Philippines , 

I ... 
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Sudan, Thailand) Trinidad and Tobag9-, ~ni~_e_d RepubliC:_ of Tanzania and _Yugoslavia 

(A/c.1/L.477), subsequently joined by Indonesia , Mali and Niger (A/C.1/L.477 /Add .1), 

by Colombia, Ivory Coast and Madagascar (A/c.1/L.477/Add.2), by Ghana and Malaysia 

(A/C.l/L.477/Add.3) and by Barbados, _Q!lad, ~~ile, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

Cypru~J Ec~ador, El Salvador, Gabon, Gua_!~~~la, Guyana, Honduras, ~ebanon, Liberia, 

Maldive Islands, Ma uritius, Morocco, Nica ra gua, Peru, Senega l, Singapore, 

S11a ziland, _r:['ogo and Turkey (A/c.1/L.477 /Add .4). Introduced by the representative 

of Kuwait at the 1683rd meeting, on 10 November, it read as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

nRecalling resolution 2467 (XXIII), 

11 Noting ,lith appreciation the report of the Committee on the Peaceful 
Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National 
Jurisdiction (A/7622), 

11 Noting with sat is fa ct ion the study on international machinery prepared 
by the Secretary--General ,·ihich appears as annex II to that report) 

ttBearing in mind the_ recomrnenda tion of the sea - bed Cammi ttee that the 
Secretary-General be requested to continue this study in depth, 

111. Requests the Secretary-General to pre1Jare a study covering in depth 
the status, structure, functions and powe rs of an international machinery;"· 
having jurisdiction over peaceful uses of the sea bed, ocean floor, and 
subsoil thereof1 beyond the limit s of national jurisdiction including the 
power to regulate, co ordinate, supervise and control all act;_ivi ties relating 
to the exploration and exploitation of their resource s , for the benefit of 
mankind as a whole, irrespective of the geographical location of States, 
ta ldng into account the special interest s and needs of the developing 
countries; 

"2. 
Committee 
Limits of 
in 1970; 

Requests the Secretary-General to submit his report thereon to the · 
on thePeaceful Uses of the Sea - Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the 
:National Jurisdiction fo r consideratj_on during one of its sessions 

"3. Calls upon the Committee to submit a report _on this question to the 
General Assembly-atits twenty-fifth session." 

At the 1708th meeting, on 2 December, the sponsors orally revised the first part of 

operative paragraph 1 to read: nRequests the Secretary General to prepare .a 

further study on various types of inte1°national machine ry pa rticularly a study 

covering in depth the status ... ". 

I .•. 
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(a) An amenda1ent to. this draft resolution (A/C.l/L.477) was submitted by 

Afghanistan on 7 November (A/c.1/L.479), reading as follow s : 

· ,:At the end of operative paragraph 1, delete the se micolon and add the 
following: 

1 including the equal interests, needs and the special problems of the 
developing land-locked countries; I. II 

-~t the i708th meeting, on 2 December, it was announced on behalf of the sponsors 

thot they had agreed uith the delegation of Afghanistan that the ,wrds "whether 

land-lccl,ed or coastal" would be inserted at the end of paragraph 1. The 

representative of Af~hanistsn said that he ,1ould not press his amendment to the 

vote . 

. 7. A draft resolution ,,as submitted b)'. Uruguay (A/C.l/L.478) on 7 November, 

reading as follo•,-:s: 

IIRecalling the iter,1 entitled 'Question of the reservation exclusively 
for i:eoceful purposes of the sea --bed and the ocean floor: and the subsoil 
thereof, underlying the hish seas beyond the limits of present national 
jurisdiction, and the use of their resources in the interests of mankind', 

"Recognizing the need to adopt as soon as possible an international 
regi ?::ie governing the exploration and exploitation of the sea bed and the 
ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, lying beyond the limits of national 
jurisdiction, which constitute a source of wealth for the international 
community , perticularly the less developed members of that community, 

"tesiring to prevent a race to occupy various areas of the sea-bed 
beyond the limits of national jurisdiction pending the adoption of an 
international regir.ie governing those areas, 

"l. Requests all States to refrain from claiming or exercising . 
s overeign rights over any rart of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the 
subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of present national jurisdiction pending 
the establishment of a n int ernational regime governing the exploration and 
exploitaticn cf th ose areas, without prejudice to any exi st:i.ng cl a i ms 
relating to the boundaries of the territorial sea or th,e continental shel f; 

• I 

112. Declares that acts or activities carried out by a Sta te, or on its · · 
authority, or by organizations or individuals in the sea-bed or the ocean 
floor, or the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, 
shall not be deeffied to provide the basis for asserting rights to those areas 
nendinµ the e stablishment of the international regime refe rred to in 
;perative ~-aragraph 1." 

/ ·:·. 
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At the 1708th meeting, on 2 December, the representative-of Uruguay stated that 

his delegation would not ask for a vote on its resolution. 

8. A draft resolution was submitted by Ceylon, Ecuador, Guatemala, Kuwait, 

Mauritania and Mexico (A/c.1/1.480) on 10 November and introduced by the 

representative of Mexico at the 1683rd meeting, on 10 November. Amendments to 

the draft were submitted on 12 November_ by Bra7il, Chile and Trinidad and Tobago 

(A/c.1/1.484). A revision of the draft resolution incorporating the amendments 

was submitted on 24 November by Brazil, Ceylon, Chile, Ecuador, Guatemala, Kuwait, 

Mauritania, Mexico and Trinidad and Tobago (A/C.l/L.480/Rev.l), subsequently joined 

by Peru (A/c.1/L.480/Rev .I/Add.I). and Guyana (A/C.l/L.480/Rev .I/Add .2). The 

revised draft resolution was introduced by the representative of Mexico at.the 

1708th meeting, on 2 December, and read as follows: 

11 The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolution 2467 A (XXIII) to the effect that the __ 
exploitation of the sea-bed and ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond 
the limits of national jurisdiction, should be carried out for the benefit 
of mankind as a whole, irrespective of the geographical location of States, 
taking into account the special interests and needs of the developing 
countries, 

nconvinced that it is essential, for the achievement of this purpose, 
that such activities be carried out under an international regime, including 
appropriate international machinery, 

11 Noting that this matter is under consideration by the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National 
Jurisdiction, 

11 Recalling its resolution 2340 (XXII) on the importance of preserving 
the sea-bed and ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of 
national jurisdiction, from actions and uses which might be detrimental to 
the common interests of mankind, 

"Declares that, pending the establishment of the aforementioned 
international regime: 

n (a) States and persons, physical or juridical, are bound to refrain 
from all activities of exploitation of the resources of'the area of the 
sea-bed and ocean floor and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of 
national jurisdiction; 

I .. . 
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11 
(b) No clair;1 to any part of that area or its resources shall be 

reco;;nized. 11 

9- F.t the 1676th rr.eeting, on 4 November, the representative of ti!alaysia proposed 

that a ·;on;el le3al opinion from the Legal Counsel of the United Nations be 

souf/1t on Yesting L1 the United Nations the jurisdi.ction over the sea- -bed and 

ccean floor teyond the limits of national jurisdiction. At the 1679th meeting, 

~n 6 :i1o·✓ e:;J1:er; the Cb.airman stated that he had requested the representative of 

1,'.elc;}'sie to iorr::ul2te his proposal in precise terms. The fonnulation ,,as as 

f::illc·.is: 

"Having regcrd to the exposition of the legal status of the area of the 
sea-bed and tt1e ocesn floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, 
hereinafter referred to as the said area, and the elaboration of the elements 
tr.ct thet legal status should include and comprehend as set out in the report 
of the Le0sl .Sub Coi~,i;:ittee, being part II of tne report of the Committee on 
the Pcac~ful Uses 8f the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor (,1/7622), is it 
1=er:;1issicle and/or d8sirable in lm, to vest the said area in the United 
Ifotions so cs to render the implementation of the terms of the i\ssembly 
re .s:,luti on 2467 (X:UII) of 21 :Cecemb8r 1968 comprehensive and effective? 11 

.4t the 1683:rd i;,eeting, 0:1 10 November, ch~ Committee deciued without objection, 

en the ~)rc:,::•:::al of the Chairn)an, follm;ing consultations ·with the representative 

0i l-'.alcysic1 and :.,;:her delegations, that the question as formulated by the 

re :,. rcsentati ve of 1-'.alaysia be referred to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 

tl,e f:'ea-Eed. end the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction for 

t:1e consider3tion of its Legal Sub Com,nittee which might in turn wish t o refer 

that formulation, or eny other version of it, to the Legal Counsel for opinion 

and resubmission to the Committee, for the consideration of its Legal Sub-Committee. 

10. At the 1709th ;:,eeting, on 2 l;ecember, the First Committee voted on the draft 

rescluti0ns 2nd er.1endr~ents before it. The Committee had before it a statement 

oi the 3d:ninistrative and financial implications (A/C.1/L.496) of the adopti on of 

the dra ft resol~tion contained in documents A/c.l/L.477 and Add.1-4. 

11. The voting \18 s as follm1 s: 

(a) The revised amendments contained in document .r:1/c.1/L.475/Rev.3 to the 

revised draft :..·esolution of Malta (A/c.1/1.L:73/Rev .2) were adopted by a roll -- call 

vote of 56 to 25, ,,ith 32 abstentions. The voting was as follows: 
' 

; ... 
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In favour: 1-\fghanistan, Algeria, J1rgentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Bllrma, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Ceylon, Chile, 
Colombia, Congo (Democratic Republic of), Cyprlls, I:ahomey, 
Ecuador, Ghana, Guyana, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Jamaica, Jordan, 
Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya , Madagascar, Maldive Islands, 
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, 
Panama, Paraguay, Philippines, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Singa pore, Somalia, Southern Yemen 1 Suda n, 
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

Against: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, China, Czechoslovakia, El Sa lvador, France, Gabon, 
Hunga ry, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Malta, Mongolia , 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Southern 
Yemen, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United States of America. 

Abstaining : Australia, Canada, Chad, Costa Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Ethiopia , 
Finla nd, Greece, Guatemala·, Hondura s, Iceland, Iran , Iraq) 
Ivory Coast, Lesotho, Liberia, Malaysia, Ma li, Nicarngua, 

, Norwa y, Pakistan, Peru, Spain, Swaziland, Sweden, Syria, Turkey, 
United Arab Republic, United Kingdom of Great Britain -and · · 
Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

(b) The revised dra f t re solution of Malta (A/c.1/L.473 / Rev. 2) , as ora lly 

revised and as amended, was adopted by 58 votes to 13, ·with 40 abstentions (see 

paragraph 13 belm1, draft ·resolution A). 

( c) The a1;1endrnent contained in documents A/c.l/L.482 and Add .1) as orally 

revised, t o the draft re solution contained in documents A/c.l/L.474/Rev.l and 

Add.1-3 was adopted by 98 votes to none, 11 ith 15 abstentions. 

(d) At the request of the USSR, a separate vote was t aken on the amended 

paragraph 3 of the draft resolution contained in document .!-\/C.l/L.474/Rev.l and 

:\dd.1-3. The pa ragraph w~s a dopted by 101 votes to none, with 11 abstentions. 

The amended dra ft resolution as a whole was adopted by 112 votes to none, ,dth 

no abstentions (see pa ragra ph 13 below, draft resolution B). 

( e) Prior to the voting on the draft resolution contained in docu,,ient 

11 /c.1/1.477 and Add.1 --4 as orally revised, the Committee rejected, by 46 v ote s 

to 11, with 45 abs tentions;. a USSR reques t that operative paragraph 1 of the 

draft resolution should be voted on in parts. · The Committee then 8 dopted the 

draft resolution by a roll-,call vote of 99 to 1, with 13 abstentions ( se:e 

paragraph 13 below, draft resolution c). The voting was as follows: 

I ..• 
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In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, A_ustria, Earcados, 
Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Cameroon, Canada, Central 
African Republic, Ceylon, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo 
(:Cemocratic Republic of), Costa Rica, Cyprus, rahomey, Denmarlc, 
rominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Finland, 
France, Gabon, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, 
Honduras, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, IraQ, Ireland, 
Israel, Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, 
Kuuait, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malaysia, 
I,ialdive Islands, Mali, Mauritania, Mauriti~s, Mexico, Morocco, 
Ne1::al, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, 
Noruay, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Rwanda, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Southern Yemen, Spain, Sudan, 
Swaziland, S'i1eden, Syria, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tob0go, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Republic, United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of 
Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Zambia. 

;,gninst: Mongolia}/ 

Abstainin&: Bulearia, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

(f) The draft resolution contained in documents A/c.1/1.48O/Rev.l and 

Add.l and 2 ,1as adopted by a roll --call vote of 52 to 27, with 35 abstentions 

(see paragraph 13 belol1, draft resolution D). The.voting was as follows: 

In favour: 

.Against: 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Ceylun, Chile, Colombia, Congo (~emocratic Republic of)_, Costa 
Rica,. Cyprus, tominican Republic, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Finland, 
Ghana, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Jamaica, 
Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Malaysia, Ma.idive Islands, Mauritania, 
Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Paldstan, 
Panarr.a, Paraguay, Peru, R11anda, Singapore, Somalia, Southern 
Yemen, Sueden, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, 
United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zambia 

Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Canada, China, Czechoslovakia, Denrr.ark, France, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Liberia, Malta, 
Mongolia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, P_ortugal, 
South Afriea, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Brita in 
and Northern Ireland, United States of America. 

The representative of Mongolia subsequently stated that his negative vote 
had been cast in error, and that he had intended to abstain. 

/ ... 
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Abstaining: - ./\ustri'a~ B4rma '· ·Cameroon, , Central· Afri~an Republic, Cb.ad, Cuba·, 
Dahomey;· _El Salvador, Gabon, . Gree 'ce, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 

·Israel, Ivory Coast, .' Lebanon., -Lesotho; Libya, Madagascar, vr.ali
1 

Mauritius) · Philippines, .· Romania, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra · · 
• Leone; Spain;- Sudan, Swaziland, Syria, Togo; Turkey, United · 
Arab Republic) Uruguay/ Yemen. ··. , 

12. At the 1 710th meeting·, _cm 3 .· De.cember, the· ;epre s~ntati ve of Ceylon propos~d 

that the First Committee agree iri principle that tb.e 1970 summer session of the · 

. Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea :•Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the 

. Limits of National Jurisdiction he held in Geneva, and .that a ,decision be taken 

·_finally by the Fifth Committee in th~ light of .ail the implications: At the . 

same meeting the Secretary of the First C~mmittee, irraccordance with the 

provisions of rule 154 of the_ rules _of procedure of the General Assembly, · made 

a statement on the financial· implications of the ·proposal. The proposal of . .> . . 
- .· Ceylon was further considered at · the 1713th and 1714th meetings, heid ori.-

8 December. At the 17~5th meeting on 9 Decemberthe First Committee adopted a · 

. decision agreeing in principle that the · committee on the ·Peacef~lUses ~of the; 

. Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor should hold ifs 1970 summer session in Geneva. It ·· 
. . 

further agreed that a final ·recommendation .on the propo.:3al should be made .by th~ 

Fifth Committee to the General Assembly, having regard to al-1 the relevant. 

implications. The Chairman, -by letter dated 9 December) communicated this 
.. 

decision to the Cha irrnan of the' Fifth Committee. 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FIRST . coi1MITTEE ' 

13.- The First Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the 

following draft resolutions: 

Question of the reservation exclusively for peaceful purposes 
of the sea--bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, 
underlying the high ·seas beyond the .limits of present national , 
jurisdiction, and the use of their resources in the interests 

of mankind. 

The General Assembly, . 

Recallin~ its resolutions 2340 (X~I) - of 18 December 1967 ,and 2467 . (XXIII,) · 

of 21 December 1968, 
.. 

. ; 

:/ 

. . 
, • . 
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Hnving re~ard for the fact t?at the problems relating to the high seas, 

territorial ·waters, contiguous zones, the continental shelf, the superjacent 

,mters, and the sea-bed and ocean floor beyond national jurisdiction, are closely 

linl,ed t~gether, 

Ccnsidering that the definition of the continental shelf contained in the 

C:::•r.vention en the Continental Shelf of 29 April 1958 does not define ,,lith 

suffir.:ient 1n·ecision the limits of the area over which a coastal State exercises 

scver~ii;n rights for the purpose of exploration and exploitation of natural 

rfrs.ources, and that customary international la,, on the subject is inconclusive , 

Ilotin.~ thnt developing technology is making the entire sea--bed and ocean 

iloor l)rogressively accessible and e::pl0itabl2 for s cientific, economic, military 

? nd other purposes, 

~~ffir::iinc; that there exists an area of the sea-bed and ocean floor and the 

subscil thereof ·,,hich lies beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, 

Affirmin~ further that this area should be used exclusively for peaceful 

pur~oses and its resources utilized for the benefit of all mankind, 

Convinced of the urgent necessity of preserving this a rea from encroachment, 

or app rc~rinti:::m by any State, i.nconsistent with the common interest of mankind, 

Uoting that the establishrr:ent of an equitable international regime for this 

area ·,,culd fa cili ta te the task of dete'rrnining the 1:1.mi ts of the area to which 

th3t regir.:e is to apply, 

noting further the continuing efforts of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses 

cf the Sea -Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Juri sdiction to 

elaborate such a regi me in eccordance ,.., .:.~h paragraph 2 (a) of resolution 

2467 A (XXIII), 

l. Request~ the Secretary-General to ascertain the views of Member Sta tes 

on the desirability of convening at an early date a conference on the L8w of the 

See to revie'.l the regimes of the high seas, the continenta l shelf, the territ:orial 

.se3 and ecntiguous zone, fishing and conservetion of the living resources of the 

high seas, rarticularly in order to arrive at a clear, precise and int~rnaticnally 

accepted definition of the area of the sea -:oed and ocean floo -.:· whj_ch lies beyond 

m;ti::)nal jurisdiction, in the light of the :internationa l regime t o be e:c; taclisbed 

f or that a rea ; 

2 . Reauests the Secretary-Genera l to report on the results of his 

consult3ti ons to the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session. 
I 
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Recalling its res olutions 2340 (XJaI) , of 18 December 1967 and 2467 (XXIII) 

of 21 December 19681 

Having cons idered the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the 

Sea-Bed and the Ocean Fl~or beyond the Limits of Nations 'Jurisdiction)/ 

E.xpre~sing; it_s satisfaction to the International 1Hornic Energy Agency, the 

International Labour Organisation, the Food and l\griculture Organization of the 

United Nations, the United Nations Educational, :Scientific and Cultural Organization, 

and to the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission and the Inter-Goverr.mental 

Jl'.ari time Consultative Organization for their participation in and contribution to 

the Committee's work, as well as. to the Secretary-General for his assistance, · 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Committee on the 

Peaceful Uses of the Sea--Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National 

Jurisdiction; 

2. Invites the Committee to consider further the questions entrusted to 

it under resolution 2467 (XXIII) with a view to formulating recommendations on 

the se questions, in the light of the reports and studies to be made avaiJ.able t o · 

it and taking into account the views expressed in the General Assembly at its 

t ~enty-fourth session ; 

3. Notes with interest the synthesis at the end of the report of the Lega l 

Sub-Committee~/ which ~e~lects the extent of the work done in the formulation of 

principles designed to p r omote internationa 1 co--operation in the e;:ploration and 

use of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits 

of national jurisdiction and to ensure the exploitation of their r esources for 

the benefit of mankind, irrespective of the geographical location of States, 

taking into account the special interests and needs of the developing countries, 

whether land-locked or coastal; 

Official Records of the General 1\s sembly, Twenty--fourth Sess i on, 
Supplement No. 22 (1\ /7622 and Corr:1 a nd Add.1). 

-~bi'd., pa rt t wo . 
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4. Requests the Committee to ex·pedite its work of preparing a comprehensive _ 

and balanced statement of these principles and to submit a draft declaration to 

the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session; 

5. Takes note of the suggestions contained in the report of the Economic 

and Technical Sub-Committee;2/ 

6. Requests the Committee to fonnulate recommendations regarding the 

economic and technical conditions and the rules for the exploitation of the 

resources of this area in the context of the regime to be set up. 

C 

The General Assembly~ 

Recalling resolution 2467 (XXIII), 

noting with appreciation the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses 

of the Sea••Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction,~/ 

!~otinp; with satisfaction the study on international machinery prepared by 

the Secretary-General, which appears as annex II to that report, 

Bearin~ in mind the recommendation of the Committee that the Secretary-General 

should be requested to continue this study in depth, 

1. Requests the Secreta ry••General to prepare a further study on various 

tyr,es of international rr.achinery, particularly a study covering in de:i:)th the 

status, structure, functions and powers of an international machinery, having 

jurisdiction over the peaceful uses of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the 

subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction including the power 

to regulate, co ordinate, supervise and control all activities relating to the 

exr,loration and exploitation of their resources, for the benefit of mankind as 

a whole, irrespective of the geop,ra;l::>i.cal location of States, taking into account 

the special interests and needs of the developing countries, whether land-locked 

or coastal; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to submit his report thereon to the 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the 

2../ Ibid., part three. 

§/ Ibi~., Supplement No. 22 (A/7622 and Corr.land Add.l). 
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Limits of National Jurisdiction for consideration during one of. its sessions 

in l970; 

3. Calls upon the Committee to submit a report on this question to the 

General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session. 

D 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its re.solution 2467 A (XXIII) of 21 December 1968 to the effect that 

the exploitation of the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, 

beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, s~ould be carried out .for the benefit 

of mankind as a whole, irrespective of the geographical location of States, taking 

into account the special interests and needs of the developing countries, 

Convinced that it is essential, for the achievement of this purpose, tha~ 

such activities be cai .~ed out under an international regime, including 

appropriate. international machinery, 

Noting that this matter is under consideration by the Committee on the 

Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National 

Jurisdiction, 

Recalling its resolution 2340 (XXII) of 18 December 1967 on the importance of 

preserving the sea-bed and the ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyondthe 

limits of national jurisdiction, from action and uses which might be detrimental 

to the common interests of mankind, 

Declares that, pending the establishment of the aforementioned international 
~ . regime: 

(a) States and persons, physical or jur.idical, are bound to. refrain from 

all activities of exploitation of the resource's of the area of the sea-bed and 

ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction; • 

(b) No claim to any part of that area or its resources shall be recognized. 

\ -




