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Gra~t towards extension and improvement of the physical 
facilities of the International School at Geneva 

T;,renty-sixth reeort of the Advisory Co'illllittee on Administrative and Budgetary 
G.uestions to the General Assembly at its t'"enty-fourth session 

l. The A.dvisory Committee on _ACministrative and Budgetary Questions has 

considered a re~qort by the Secretary-General on tr~e subject of extension and 

im~;rovement cf the physical racilities of the International School at Geneva 

(P.jC.5/1268). 

2. It will be recalled that the Gerwral Assecnbly anpropriated amounts of 

$30,000 under each o:f the budgets for 1967, 1968 and 1::;69, for the purpose of 

making a cont:cibution to the School's capital development fund. These amounts 

have been creditecl to a spe:::.;ial trust fund atld have not yet been released to the 

School. 

Nature of the International School 

3. The Inte~nctional School. at Geneva "'ms established in 1921~ on the initiative 

of officials of the League of Nations, -,Jith the support of some Geneva citizens. 

Instruction is given in English and French 1 on the basis of a curriculum 1.vhich at 

the secondary level prepares students especially for the French Baccalaur8at, 

the Swiss ~aturite, the American College Board Examination and the British General 

Certificate 8f EducatiorL In addition 5 courses have been started this year in 

preparation fer an International Baccalaureate which would q11alify for university 

entrance in Europe and t~11e United States. 
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urdec the S'!liEos Cl\dl Code, It :ii3 ope::ated (_4_~; EJ.n indc-~cnc:1cnt L1stJ.tutio~1. and is 

not directl:yr ::::m2.necte:: -,,_,iUl -the ~rr_ited N2·l-iJ)'lG. 

s-J.r;:;l·us (4,927 Swisn _(:r·~-J.DC2 r;r $CSl~ -LLo) fo;:" t.ht~ E'ChDcl y-esT ended )l Au.gu3t 1968. 

'L'1ere ';·Tac o. fr.::.rthc;r surplus of [:ossib~jr )O,COO S-;-;rj_ss fran2s ($Ll~ ~75) (uneJ.-d.:_ted) 

fer the ~rear ended 31 A~.1gust 1S69~ end a s~:rolt:LS i,-:o fo::eseen f'nt t.hc current 

school ::r(~,_~r·. 1'1 sutylus o:~· abcut 340)COO ~>:-r:ir::s :'rancs ($78, (CO) has been 

acc'J.mulate\3. c.·n capital a~ld_ recerve accuLn:t. 

0 u. The 

by the ~-) c1HJO 1_. 

a:.-:: erea of 3b·:.Jut acres), of w-hich 

9. Recently four ne-.;~r science cla.ss::':)oms i'rere built arirl ~br·cc other e:cle.rged 

and :-~e-equiopf:d 1 c-:t a cnst of about 8co~~:-::oc~ S-;:.,rj_,ss ::::::::-ance:s ($1El~SJOCO). 'rhis Tt.ro:r~z 

l\'as -"inan.ceC~ '7<=:.rtl;:{ frey~ reser'Ie feuds 2nc'_ cL:_:::rent c:Jccour~t. (~?2C,OCO f;'l-.riss francs, 

or $ Jl~, OCO) ;, pcn.--.tly by· ccntrib·~tiou=_, f·ccm A.merican companies -r,-.6t~1 uffic(:S in 

Gcncvc_ (358,r~·ou 81\riss franc::') oc ~~E13,CCO) :, £md psrtl{ r:y contributions from 

in:iivid-c_als (2~~0, COO :S\·liss fra~1.cs, or $51; UOO). 

lO. In orcl cr to provide ::i_m~)rc:'~red a :1d '~'x pe. ::-vJcd fac ili ti.e s, tbe ScDool has draldD 

up a con2truct:.icn ~:;Jqn) 1d;.ich ~vo·JJ-::_ be carried out i~l pha.ses ~~\/er a s:i..x-year 

period c.'lt an e.stjmated cost of aOout $11!, 000? COO. Details of the facilities t"cl.at 
' / 

TfJOuld be provilled unde:t the pla;'"J are (':iV~L in tt;e Sccre.tary-G-eneral' s repor-t.:.::./ 

1}. As fo·!' the PinaPcing of Lh_i_s propcseC:. c:cnstrt:.ct:ion:, the SecretAry-Ger.er~-tl 
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(a) :nterr:ational industrial and corcmercie.l enterprises. Some of the larger 

units have indicated ~,;illingness to support the construction plan on c reasonably 

cq_·l1itable bccsi.s 1-Jit(I other groups that benefit frcm the School~. they urge that 

support be suJ.ght and obtainecJ from the inte3~national organizations, private 

individuals and the 0 • 
,_1\'llSS local authorities; 

(b) The Swiss local authorities. They provide the School with its main 

teac~1.Jnc: premi::1es~ r:.ost of "l,.·J"hich would be retained under the :oroposed construction 

plan. rr·hcy have agreed to consider granting a long-term lease on the premises 

anfl to provide a loan at nominal interest rates up to half the cost of the ~lan, 

t'"lat is, up to about $2 million: 

(c) The United Nations and the specialized agencies. As indicated in 

paragraph 2 above, the General J\ssembly has appropriated a total of $90~000 towards 

the construction plan. HHO has a~rpropriated a total of $75,000. 1These amounts 

have been p1acec1 i-:1 special trust funds. In res:~onsc to a suggestion by the 

Ac'vis<'ry Committee i.n :its report on the InternR.tional School last year,?/ tJce 

!=:ec.,.etary-General has had discussions Iilith the other specialized agencies vrhich 

c'lre based in Geneva) but no further donations or pledges have yet been forthconing. 

12. According to the S";cretary-·General, t:te next step tow-ards implementation 

o:f the construction plan would appear to be joint examination by the three groups 

listed above of the yrospects of its financing by.the most eq_uitable means. He 

indicates that the General Assembly may 1iJish to authorize him to participate in 

such negotiations, '!Tithout any commitment at thiG stage as to the proportion in 

1-rhich the U:r.ited Nations may decide tc .share in the total potential cost. 

13. T'"Jce Secretary-General raises the possibility that rather than contribute 

by annual instalments from the regular budget, the United Nations might utilize 

part of the proceeds o:f the .sale of a comn:emorative stamp, designed by an artist 

of international repllte, which n;_ight be issued in 1971, 

14. In the meantime, the Secretary-General indicates that the General Assembly 

may consider it appropriate to contribute a further amount of $30,000 in 1970 

tO'dards the extension and imp:covement o:f the School, to be credited in the same 

way as the previ8us appropri2tions 5 to the special trust fund. 

?:.1 Official E~cords of the General Assembly" Tvrenty-third Session, Annexes, 
agenda item 74, document ~A/T551, para. 9· 

I ... 
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15. In :its consideration of the Secreta.ry-Geeeral 1 s report, in particular the 

possibilities envisaged in paragraphs 12, 13 and 14 above:, the Advisory 

Committee recallecl that in past years it had not op:)osed mcdcst appropriations 

tm~.rards the eventual extension and improvement of the International School at 

Geneva. Thus in 1966, 1ifhen the Secretary-General first prCJposed a contribution 

of $30, OCO from the 1967 budget for this purpose, the Advisory Committee 

informed the Secretary-Ge!1eral that it was not in a position to comment on the 

lo~'1g-terr.:. financial implications of such a procedure. In the follm,ring ~·,rear, 

,,,hen the Secretary-General proposed a further a:'propriation of $30,000, the 

Comnittee pointed out that only one of the Geneva-based international 

or'ganizations, the T;,Tor1J Health Organization, had agreed to provide financial 

support f0r the School's Qevelopment plan, vrhile about $115~ COO had been raised 

from other sources. The Advisory Corr.mittee expressed its concern at the slmv~ 

progress made in raising funds_, and agreetl i~Tith the Secretary--General that, should 

the "~ssembly agree to tl1e second appropriation of $30, COO, this amcunt ana the 

$30, COO appro:oriatec from the 196'1 budget should be credited to a special tt·ust 

:E'und 11until 2Uch time as the Governing Board cf the School is in a position to 

give fuller inf"or!:.ation as to the prGgress made in obtaining contributions from 

other sources 11 .j_/ 1I"he General Assembly concurred in this proposal. 

16. In 1968~ the Secretary-General suggested that the General Assembly consider 

approving a further grant of $30,000 from the 1969 budget, to provide 

encouragement to the School and to help the Governing Board obtain longer-range 

pledges from otj_er sources. On this occasion the Advisory Committee again 

pointed out that of the Geneva-based international organizations HHO alone had 

made contributions (of $25, ceo each for the three years 1967, 1968 and 1969) and 

indicated that "unless there is a marked improvement in the near futm·e, the 

chances of extending a~'ld improving the physical facilities of the School. through 

the current fund-raising drive vri.ll be seriously jeopardized. In these 

circumstances, the continued usefulness of a contribution from the United Nations 

regular budget became questionable" }t/ Nevertheless, the Comnittee considered 

~/ Ibid., Tvrenty-second Session, Annexes, agenda item 74, document A/6922, 
para. 9· 

!:J:/ Ibid., Twenty-third Session, Annexes, agenda item 74, document A/7351, para. 5-

/ ... 
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that the nev.rly reorganized Boe..rd ancl admi~istration of the School sho\)lc'l be givc.:.:n 

8. further opportun.ity of instilling :::Le'"T ·vigour into the fund--:raising drive, and 

thereforeJ ';'rhile rneJ<:ine c:lecr its co~1cern at tlE·: ::ituc~t:i_on) did not oppose the 

further appropriation At the same ti5e, it stressed that ·the United 

l'Jations could not be ex:;;ec.ted to a.ssuinc the :':"lain resp·~"~·silJi:Lity foT financ·i_ng 

the constn_;.ction pJ e.~~, c:nd E ;:::};:P.d the Sec.retary-General_o i:n h:i s re:;;o:ct on the 

situation t~.._-, the Assembl:;r at :Lts twenty--fot:.rth se1.~sion_, to .::::·v_p-::ll::r details on 

the sov-rces of e.l1 cm:.tributions receiv126. Pending receipt of this inforrnat:i.o:nJ 

the Committee resErved :~ ts judgement on \'Thet~er an~.~ of t~e amol,'_nt.s contribxted 

by the United Netions sbc<Jld be released to the Scl-:ool from the special trust 
r./ 

f·und -"" 

17. The Advisory Cum,ccttee 1 s doubts as to Unite,) Naticns participatj_on in the 

construction plan l:-1ave been reinforced by the i_rLforr:mtion ·cDnLained in the tab] c,s 

in parae;ra·c;:.,hs 4 and 5 above, v-Thich sho-H t'::at t'ne childre::l o:C United Na-tions 

Secrctarj_at pers::nnel ha'le accounted :i:1 t··1e pest three years for less ~~ba;l 

7 per cent of the Schocll s e~1rolment. By ccntnJ.st) the c~1iJdren comi.ng frora tvr::) 

perental groups in t:1e private sector~ind·u.stry) cc_xnme2.~ce and banK:ing,, and 

professionuJ. o.nd ~~elf-employed - he.ve accounted fo~·" betl·reen 50 aDd 60 per cent of 

the total. 

lB. The Comrr:i.t.tee ha,s not been encouraged by the information contained in the 

Secretary-General~;.~ report oc con.tributions tm-m.rds tl1e construc:tion plan. Hhile 

other Geneva-based international organizations have yet j::::linted T1'JHC in allocating 

funds for the plan. As fer the international L1e.l~1strial and C:Jmr~iercial 

enterprises \·lith off:Lces j_r-:: G-eneva, their further contrib·l_lt.ion \\rould appear to 

be depencJent on pledges ::;f sunoort f:::om ~-::ther 2ources. 

19. In these circurnstances 5 the P.clvisor·;;l Cc·mr::ittee doeo not consider that rr:uctJ 

progress has been msO.e tmv-ards the ob~iective of laying a sound besi.s _Co·:" l~he 

financi_ng of t~Jc- :::-Jc:hool 1 s con.structioE pla:1) tht: estimateD. cost of ·,:\rhich is 9bout 

~/ Ibid., pares. 9 c.nd 10. 
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$4 million. 1-ic-\-vever, it 'believes that there may yc·t be some hope that the 

ne:3otiations, -i'lhich are about to be u~1dertaken beb'/een the School authorities and 

re_grcsentati ves oi' ir:::::ust::'ial aEd com.m.crcial enterr)riscs i::1 Geneva_, the S"uiss 

authorities and tLe .LnternatioEal orsnnizations, \ .. ..frJuld, i:f v".i .. gorously pt:..rsued, 

yield results. 

~?0, As for participat-~_oD by thP United Nattons in the c:ost of' the de--.relopment 

progn::;mme, $90~000 has already been set :J.Side from the regular bucJget, for 

eventuaJ. release to the School if certain conditions are met. This is a 

,substantial amount, pe.rticulacly \·Jten vieiiC2 in the :s::erspecti .. ve provided 'cy the 

tatle.s in pa:r·agn':lph~i )_-1- and _5 ebove. 

21. De.s:Qite its reservations) and cons·Ldering that the pg_st appropriations by 

the Gene:ral J1ssembly carn'ot be released to the School 1-ritho-:_tt the /l::~sembly 1 s 

specific a.cthorit:y~ ~he fldvi.sory Comx".ittee does not object to an additional 

apprcprin-l:ion cf $3C\ 000) U!ldec the ::---ame co1v'l ~t ions from the bvclget for 1g70, os 

2Ut;gested Cy the Secretar~:.r-Gene~a}. It ';Iculci_ e:xpect _, holi--ever, that the crt her 

f!,YOlX)s intcre:::;ted in t·:J.c cont:LlJuatton aLd 6evelopment o [' the International SchoJl 

at Geneva - including especially L1'1<' international industrial and corrunercial 

entcrpri::::es" the other Geneva-'ot'J:3ed inte·r·w1tionsl orr,;eGiz.aLiDns (inside and 

outsic-Je LI-1c United Nations system)) and those -;;aren.ts clascified as professional 

or self-employe::'.: -',-.rill come i."c!·T.N8.cd :ln 1970 ·wj_th flr'TI promises of .su::~port. 

Failing such sUJ?IY)I't _, the Ad1;isory Co;r.:::.'Yli ttee is corlvi::!ced that, tbe cTea tion of a 

scun.d fine.ncic:l (j:J.c,ds Cor the fl.__;_ture Cic-1rcl:::rwmenL. o-r"' the School will be 

-:..1nattainable. Ir:. thi;:; co:t_1r:exion) the Com_mittee calls to the attention of the 

Ge~ergl Assc::-GbJ.y the L8.ct th<Jt the sti-;,Julation mentioned in pa:::ag!'ap~ 15 above 

also a :;rglj' t:) th<2 fu_:\'l,her a-ppropriet.ion sugge.sted for 19/0. 

22. The Adviscry Co~::mittee r:otes the 21~e;c;estion by the Scc:t.~etary-General that 

he r::ight be autb-::)rized to participate -Ln LegCJtiat=-.:::FJ.2 l'.rith a vie';v~ to determining 

a~-1 equ.ita't;le means of fL'lrLcin.~ the cO::t2t1·uct..i.o!l ·plan. This sugge.:.otion involves 

cEJ i_:";:"_._-oortarlt poi.Gl. of pri!lc:iple since it: :implies thet the United Nations should 

acce:;:n~ the resp::msii:J-j :Lity for p!:;.:··t of the constru2tion costs of the School, 

uhereas in th:': pcu::t only c•_d hv_: cont:::ibuticns of thi2 kind h&.ve been made. 

I ... 
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23. However, the Advisory CorrlP.littee has noted thet the Secretary-General also 

suggests that ~Jart of the proceeds of a special stamp :issue be 11sed as e. 

contribution tm,rards the construction plan of the International Schoo] e.t Geneva. 

In view of the unique onportunity offered by the issuance of such a stm'lp 

designed by an internationally famous .s.rtist, the Committee concurs in this 

suggestion as an exceptional rreasure, e.s indicated in paragraph 18 of its report 

to UJc Assembly on the International School in Ner,r Yorlc.§/ On this basis, the 

General Assembly may w·ish to authorize the Secretary-General to participate in 

exploratory tal};-~_; in Gencve. with other potential contri-ovtors, bearing in mind 

V·1e benefj_ts derived from the School by different groups of parents. 

24. 'l'he Ccmmittee understands from the representatives of the Secretary-General 

·that the intention of the proposals cor Geneva ·· as is also the case '"ith the 
1/ proposals made conccrn:ing the United Nations International School, Ne1v York- -

w·ould be to obviate subventions for international schools from the Unitec}. Netions 

reKJ.lar budget in as short a tir:_e as possible. 

2). Finally·) the Advj_sory Committee trusts that the Secretary-General 1vill 

reTjort to the General Assembly at its bventy-fifth session OE developme:.1ts 

e.ffecting the School and its planned expansion and improvement, \'lith special 

emphasis on the .l.e'\re}_ of contributions or pl2dges. 

26. The Secretary-General 1 s estimates for 1970 already c·,Jntain orovision under 

Section 12 for the a::~propriation of $30~ OCO tlealt v.ri th in parc:..graph 21 ebove. If 

the Assembly decides to make such an appropriation, no adjustment to the estimates 

vrill therefore be required . 

.§/ A/7814. 

1/ Ibid. 
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