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1. The Advigory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Guegtions has
congldered a report by the Secretary-Geoneral on the subject of extension and
improvement of the physical facilities of the Iunternational School at Geneva
(a/¢.5/1268).

2, It will be recalled that The General Asserbly avpropriated amounts of
$30,000 uvnder each of the budgets for 1967, 1968 and 1369, for the purpose of
making a contribution o the School's capital development fund. These amounts
have been cregited to a special trust fund and have not yel heen releacged So the

Schocol.,

Neture of the International School

3. The Internztional School at Geneva was egtablished in 1924 on the initiative

of officials of the League of Nations, with the support of some Geneva citizens.
Ingtruction ig given in English and French, on tThe baszis of a curriculum which at

the secondary level prepares sbtudents especially for the French Baccalauréat,

the Swiss Maturité, the American College Board Examination and the British General
Certificate of Education. In addition, courses have been ghtarted this yesr in
preparetion fer an International Baccalaureate which would qualify for university

entrance in Furcpe and the United States.
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b, The student body of the Scheol, waleh hag trebled in the past twelve yeavs,
amounted to 1,535 in the 1668-1669 scheol vear. The breskdown by parental group

for the pagt three school-vears hes been as Mollow

Studert body
1866-14567 1G67 -3 06 1968-1060
i Per Per . Fer
Parental group Mumber Cent Turmber Cent Number Cent

Ormanizaticns in the United ¥ations
system . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 251 332 23,7 351 22.9
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5. Within the United Nationsz » . has been the Tollowing-

Oresanivation Number ment Number Nenber

United Nations (ircluding

!
h

UNCTAD . . . . . . . ., 103 £.9 G 6.5 95 5.2
WHO . . . ..o 108 7.5 121 8.7 114 Toh
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. The Schocl has been legally constituted and registered zg 2 Toundetion

under the Swigs Civil Code. Il dig cperated as an independent dustitution and is

not directly connected wilh the United Natlong.

Flnznces of the Zchool
7. Fellowing deficits in the o previous years, the 3School scaleved a sgmall
T g - hrter =) At - . N . L
surolus ( 02T Swiss france cor $UST, L0) for the school yeszr ended 31 August 1668
There war a [urther surpius of possibly 50,000 Swiss francs 31 " )
2 2 S ’ b

f'or the year ended 31 Auguslt 1G8CQ, snd a surplus 1z foreseen for
hool year. A guyolusz of about 3&03600 frrizs francs ($78,700) has been

accumulated on capital and reserve accourt.

)
o . . - . . L S . [ . Boede g
. The School ccoupies an area of sbout 65,000 n° (sinteen acres), of which
~y
~ (= - J Bl | n T
LO,000 m™ (ten acres) are Jeassd from the Usrbon of CGeneva and the rest are cwned

by the Hchool.

9. Becently four new science clasgrooms were built and

and re-equipped, at 2 cost of abouil 800,000 Swigs Trances

3 L WLz 3

wag Tinanced wartly from reserve funde and current sccount

or $51)OOO); wartly by contributicnrs from American companl

. g TRl : . - b PRV o 4= I TR, s

Geneve (358,000 Swiss francs, or $83,000): snd pertly by contributions from
dividuals (220,000 Swise France, or $51,000).

1. In order %to provide improved and sxcanded facilities, the Schogol has drawn

up a consbtructicn —lan, which wou be carried out in phages Gver a six-year

period at an estimated cost of about $4,000,000. Details of the facilities that

would be provided under ths plan are sivewn in the Sceretary-Genersl's report.—

11l. Ae for the Ffinarcing of this propeged construction, the Secretary-General
repoyts that Lthe School zuthorities have ns=ld consvltations with the tThres main
interested groups in Gensva: the United Matic and the specialized agencies, a
group of the largzer international industrisl and commercial enterpriges with
officez in Gencve, znd the Swiss locel zuthoritles. The positions of these three

1/ AJC.S/1268, vars. 15,
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(a) Internaticnal industrial and commercisl enterprisez., Some of the larger

?

unite have indleated willingnegs to support the construction plsn on & reasonsbly
egquitable bagis with octher groups that benefit from the School; they uarge that
support be sought and cbtained from the international organizationsz, private
individuals and the Swiss local authorities;

(b) The Swise local authorities. They provide the School with its main

teaching premiseg, most of which would be retained under the provosed congtruction
plan. They have agreed to congider granting a long-fterm leage on the premicses
and te provide a loan gt nominal interest rates up to half the ceost of the »lan,

that ig, up to about $2 millicn:

s
(C) The United Nations and the specialized agencies. Ag indicated in
paragraph 2 above, the General Assembly hag appropristed a total of $903000 towards
the construction plan. WHC has appropriated a tobsl of $75,000. These amounts
have been placed in special trust funds. In response to a suggestion by the
Advisery Committee in its report on the International Schocl last yearﬁg/ the
Secretary-General hag had discussions with the other specialized agencies which
are bacged in Geneva, but no further donations or pledges have yet been fortheoming.
i2. According to the Szeretary-General, the next gtep towards implementation
of the construction plan would appear to be Jolint examinatlion by The three groups
listed above of the vprospects of its financing by the most equitable means. He
indicates that the General Assembly may wish to authorize him to participate in
such negotiations, without any commitment at this stage as to the proporticn in
wnich the United Nations may decide teo ghare in the ftotal peotential cost.
13. The Secretary-General raises the possibility that rather than contribute
by annual instalments from the regular budget, the United Nations might utilize
part of the procseds of the sale of a comwemcrative stamp, designed by an artist
of internaticnal repute, which might be issued in 1971.
4. TIn the meantime, the Secretary-General indicates that the General Assembly
may consider it aprropriate to contribute a further amount of $30,000 in 1970
towards the extension and improvement of the School, to be credited in the szme

way as the previous appropristions, Lo the special trust fund.

g/ Official Records of the General Asszembly, Tweaty-third Sessicon. Annexes,
sgends item TH, document A/7351, para. O.
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Comments of the Advigory Committee

15, TIn 1te coneideration of the Secretary-Gereral's report, in particular the‘
possibilities envisaged in paragraphs 12, 13 snd 1L sbove, the Advisory
Committee recalled that in past years it had not opnosed modest sppropriations
towards the eventusl extension snd improvement of the Internstional School at
Geneva. Thus in 15665, when the Secretary-General first proposed a contribution
of $30,000 from the 1967 budget for this purpose, the Advisory Committee
inTormed the Secretary-General that it was not in a position toc comment on the
long-term financial implications of such a procedure. In the following year, -
when the Becretary-Gensral proposed a further arpropriation of $5O,0005 the
Commitbee pointed cut that only one of the Geneva-based interrational
crganizationg, the World Health Organizaticn, had agreed to provide financial
support for the School's development plan, while sbout $115,C00 had been raiged
from other sourcesg. The Advizory Commitiee expressed its concern at the slow
progress made in ralsing fundg, and agreed with the Secretary-General that, should
the Asgembly agree to the second appropriation of $30,000, this amount and the
$50)COO appropriated From the 1667 budget should be credited to a special trust

fund "until sveh time as the Governing Board of the School is in a position to

give fuller inforration zs to the progress made in obtaining contributions from

v 3/

16, In 1958, the Secretary-(eneral suggested that the General Assembly consider

other sources The General Asgsembly concurred in thig proposal.

approving a further grant of $30,000 from the 1069 budget, to provide
encouragement to the School and to help the Governing Brard obtain longer-range
pledges from other sources. On this oceszion the Advisory Committee again
pointed out that of the Geneva-based international organizations WHO alone had
made contributions (of $25,000 each Tor the three years 1667, 1968 and 1969) and
indicated that "unless there is a marked improvement in the near future, the
chances of extending and improving the physical facilities of the School through
the current fund-raising drive will be seriously jeopardized. In these
circumstances, the continued usefulness of a contribution from the United Nations

regular budget became questionable“.&/ Nevertheless, the Commititee considered

é/ Ibid., Twenty-second Session, Aﬁnexes, agenda item 74, document A/6922,
para. 9.

L4/ Ibid., Twenty-third Session, Annexes, agenda item T4, document A/7351, para. 5.

/..
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that the newly reorganirzed Beard and administration of the School should be given
a Turther opportunity of instilling new vigour into the Tund-raiging drive, and
therefore, while meking ciear its concern at the zituation, did not oppeose the

- ind

further appropriation sought. At the same time, it siressed that the United

Hations could not be extected to asgsume the main responzibiiity for financing

[

the construction plan, =and essked the Secretary-Genersl, 1o his recort on the
situation to the Azsembly at itz twenty-fourth zession, to gupnly details on

the scurces of all contributions received. Pending recelipb of this information,

the Committee reserved ifs judgement cn whether any of The amounts contribvuted
by the United Nestions zhould be released to the Schocl from the speclal trust
5/

fund .+

17. The Advisory Committee's doubts as To United Naticns participation in the
congtruction plan have been relnforced Ly the information-conlained in the tables
in paragraths 4 and 5 above, which show that the children of United Nations
Secretariat personnel have asccounted 1n the pegt three years for less than

7 per cent of the Schncl’s enrolment. By contrsst, the children coming from two
parental groups in the private secbor-industry, commerce and banking, and
professional and gelf-employed - have accounted for between 50 and €0 per cend of
the total.

18. The Comnittee has not been encouraged by the information contained in the
Secretary-General’s report on comtributiovs towards the consbtruction plsn. While
acinowledging the interest showr by the Swizs local authorities, il notes that ro
other Geneva-based intermational organizations have yef jointed WHC in allocating
funds for the plan. As for the interraticnal industrial and commercial
enterprises with offices in Geneva, their further contributicn would sppear to

be dependent on pledges =i supnort from other sources.

19. In thege circumstences, the Advisory Committee does not congider that much
progredgs has been mede towards the objective of laying a sound besils {or the

financing of the School's construction plan, the cstimated cost of which is abou

5/ Ibid., paras. 9 and 10.
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$h million. Hewever, it believes that there mazy yelt be some hope thati the

negotiations, which are about to be uadertaken betwsen the School authorities and
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of ipcustrigl and commercial eaterprises in Geneva, the Swiss
authorities and the Internstional organizations, would, if vigorvously pursued,
yield resultzs.

20, As Tor participation by the United Nations in the cost of the development
programme, $90,000 hag zlresdy besn sct aside from the regular budget, for
eventual releazse to the School if certzin conditions are met. This iz a
subgtantial amount, parvicularly when viewsd In the merspecitive provided by the
takbles in paragraphe U and § above.

21. Desvite

1ts reservationg, and considering that the past appropriastions by

Q

the General Agsembly canrot be relegsed to the School without the A

rembly ' s
gpecific authority, the Advisory Committee doss not object to an additional
appropriation of $30,000, under the same conditiong, from the budget for 1970, as
suggested by the Secretary-Genersl. It would expect, however, that the other

-

velopment ol the Internmstional School

o

grouns intereszted in the continuation and 4
at Geneva - including cepscially the international industrial and commercisl
enterprises, the other Ueneve-bszed internationsl orgenizations (ingide and
ontside Lhe Unilted Nations system), and those narente clagsified as professional
or gelf-emploves - will come Forward in 1970 with flrm promises of suspord.
Failing such support, the Advisory Committee ls convinced that the creation of a
sound finencial bhagle Tor the future development of the Schocl will be
unatiainable. It this conrexion, the Committee calls to the attention of the
General Assembly the Tact that the stinulation mentioned in paragraph 19 above

apelies to past appropriztions towards She develomment of the School and would

lzo guply to the further appropriastion suggested for 1970.

22. The Advisory Commitiee notes the sugsestion by the Secretary-General that

5

e mizht be authorized to varticipatc in regotiations with a view to determining
an egultable means of fincncing the construction plan., This suggestion involves

an imoortant point of principls gince it dmpiies that the United Nations should

accept th
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r for part of the construction costs of the School,

1
whereas 1n the pacst orly sd hoe contributicns of thiz kind have been made.
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2%. However, the Advisory Committee has noted thet the Secretary-General also
suggests that nart of the procéeds of a gpecial stamp issue be used as sz
conbribution towards the construction plan of the Internationsl School szt Geneva.
In view of the unigue ooportunity offered by the issuance of such a stamp
designed by an internatiocnally famous srtigt, the Committee concurs in this
suggestion as an cxceptional measure, ag indicated in paragraph 18 of its report
to the Asgembly on the Internaticnal School in New York.é/ On this basis, the
General Assenbly mey wish To authorize the Secretary-Gensral to participate in
exploratory talks in Geneve with other votential contrivutors, bearing in mind
the benefite derived from the School by different agroups of parents.

24, The Ccmmittee understands from the representatives of the Secretary-General

- that the intenticon of fthe proposals for Geneva -~ ag 1s also the case with the
proposals made conccrning the United Nationg Interrational Schocl, New Yorki/ -
would be o obviate subveaticns for international schools from the United Netions
regalar budget in as short a tire as possible.

25, IMinally, the Advizory Committee trusts that the Secretary~General will
renort to the General Aggembly a2t its twenty-fifth sessicn on developmentes
affecting the School and ite planned expansion and improvenment, with special
emphagis on the level of contrivutions or pledges.

25. The Secretary-General's estimates for 1970 already contain provision under
Section 12 for the avpropriation of $30,000 dealt with in parsgraph 21 above. If
the Assembly decides to meke such an appropriation, no adjustment to the estimates

will therefore be required.
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