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Report of tl1e Special Po~i tict!;l Committee 

J.. On 9 Septembe1· 1)69, the Secretary-General submitted to the General Assembly 

a report (A/7665) Ln pmsuance of resolution 2~52 A (XXIII) of 19 December 1968, 

in vrhich the Assembly had requested him to follO>! its implementation anc. Teport 

thereon to the Asserr<lJly. 

2. On 15 Septembel" 1969, in accordance witll the c·equest made by the General 

Assembly in paragraph 21 of resolution 302 (IV) of 8 December 1949, and 

paragraph 8 of res elution 1315 (XIII) of 12 December 1956, the Commis sione1·- General 

of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 

East (Ui'!RWA) submitted to the General Assembly his Teport for the year ending 

30 June 1969)/ Eal'lie1· on 24 July 1969, by a J.etter addressed to all States 

Members of the Un::i,ted rJations and members of the s.pecialized agencies (A/I577), 

the Secretary-Genera]_ had transmitted a statement of the Commissioner-General of 

UNRVIA on the Agency's financial position. 

3. At its 1758tn plenary meeting, on 20 Septerc.bel' 1969, the General f1ssenbly, 

acting on the recommendation of the General Cc•I-'1I'1ittee, decided to include in its 

agenda the item entitled "United Nations Relief and \'lorks Agency for Palestine 

Official Recorci:s of the General Assem~ly, THenty-fourth Session, 
_;ltrpplement _No~J4--TA7ib"ill). 
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Refugees in the Near East: (a) Report of the Comnissioner-General; (b) Report 

of the Secretary-General" and allocated it to the Special Political Committee 

for consideration and report. 

4. The Committee considered the question at its 665th to 686th meetings, held 

from 17 November to 5 December 1969. At the 665th r.'.eeting, the Commissioner

General made a statement and introduced his report. 

5. In a letter dated 12 November 1969 (A/SFC/Jjl.) to the Chairman of the 

Special Political Committee, the representatives of Afghanistan, Indonesia, 

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia requested that "the Palestine Arab delegation be heard 

by (the) Ccrr:mittee during its deliberation of the report of the Commissioner

General of the united Nations Relief and Horks Agency for Palestine Refugees in 

the Near East". In a letter dated 14 November 1969 (A/SPC/132), ·the representative 

of Algeria, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, l'orocco, Saudi Arabia, Southern 

Yemen, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Republic and Yemen requested that "the 

delegation of the Palestine Liberation Organization, representing the Arab People 

of Palestine, the yrincipal party to the Palestine question, be heard by (the) 

Committee during its deliberation of item 36". 

6. At its 665th meeting, on 17 November, the Cor;mittee decided in rega"'cl to 

each request for participation, to authorize, in accordance with the practice 

established at the previous four sessions, the persons constituting the said 

delegations to speak in the Ccrmni ttee, without such authorization implying 

recognition of the organization or the delegation in question. In accordance with 

this decision, stateF,ents were made on behalf of both delegations in the course of 

the Committee's debate on this item. 

7. In a note dated 17 November (A/SPC/133), the Cor:missioner-General of UNRHA 

transmitted a revised estimate of the Agency's budt;et for 1969 and 1970. On 

21 November, the Commissioner-General submitted a further note (A/SPC/134) on 

financing UNRHA operations. 

8. On 20 November, the United States of America submitted a draft resolu.tion 

(A/SFC/L.l75) which read as follows: 
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"Recalling its resolutions 194 (III) of ll December 1948, 302 (IV) of 
8 December l9l>9, 593 (v) and 394 (v) of 2 and 14 December 1950, 512 (VI) and 
513 (VI) of 26 January 1952, 614 (VII) of 6 November 1952, 720 (VIII) of 
27 November 1953, 818 (IX) of 4 December 1954, 916 (X) of 3 December 1955, 
1018 (XI) of 213 February 1957, 1191 (XII) of 12 December 1957, 1315 (XIII) of 
12 December 19513, 1456 (XIV) of 9 December 1959, 1604 (XV) of 21 AprH 1')61, 
1725 (XVI) of 20 December 1961, 1856 (XVII) of 20 December 1962, 1912 (XVIII) 
of 3 December 1963, 2002 (XIX) of 10 Febl"uary 1965, 2052 (XX) of 
15 December 1965, 2154 (XXI) of l7 November 1966, 2341 (XXII) of 
19 December lS67 and 2452 (XXIII) of 19 December 1968, 

"Noting the annual report of tf,2 Commissioner-General of the United 
Nations Relief and Horks Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, 
covering the period from l July 1968 to 30 June 1969, 

"1. Notes l·rith deep regret that repat:riation or ccmpensation of the 
refugees as provided for in paragraph 11 of General Assembly resolution 
194 (III) has not been effected, that no substantial progress has been made 
in the programme endorsed in paragraph 2 of resolution 513 (VI) for the 
reintegration of refugees either by repatriation or resettlement and that, 
therefore, the situation of the refugees continues to be a matter of serious 
concern; 

"2. Expres~s its thanKs to the Commissioner-General and the staff of 
the United Nations Relief and v/orks Agency fnr Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East for their continued fai thfuJ. efforts to provide essential services 
for the Palestine refugees, and to the specialized agencies and private 
organizations fer their valuable work in assisting the refugees; 

"3. Directs the Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East to continue its efforts 
in t.9.king such measures, including rectification of the relief rolls, as 
to assure, in co-operation with the Governrcents concerned, the most equitable 
distribution of relief based on need; 

"4. Notes with regret that the United Nations Conciliation Col'1mission 
for Palestine was unable to find a means to achieve progress in the 
implementation of paragraph ll of General Assembly resolution 194 (III), and 
requests the Commission to exert continued efforts towards the implementation 
thereof; 

"5. Directs attention to the continuing critical financial position 
of the United Nations Relief and Horlm Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East, as outlined in the ComFtissioner-General' s report; 

"6. ~lotes 1-1ith concern that, despite the commendable and successful 
efforts of the Commissioner-General to collect additional contributions to 
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help relieve the serious budget deficit of the past year, contributions to 
the United Nations Relief and ';/orKs Agency fo:· Palestine Refugees in the 
Nea,· East continue to fall short of the funds needed to cover essential 
budget requirements; 

n7. Calls upon all Governments as a Matter of urgency to make the 
most generous efforts possible to meet the anticipated needs of tl:e United 
:Nations Relief and Ho:rks Agency for Palestine Refugees in the :Near East, 
particularly in the light of the budgetary -deficit projected in the 
Comrr.issi.oner·-General' s report, and, therefore, urges non- contributing 
Governments to contribute and contributing Governments to cons:ider increasing 
their contributions. n 

9. At the 680th meeting, on 2 December, the Ccmmissioner-General of UNR':IA and 

the Under-Secretary-General for Special Political Affairs made statements 

(A/SFC/135) in respom;e to certain points of inquiry raised by the representative 

of ,Tordan at the 67S:th meeting of the Committee, on 1 December. At the 6G3rd 

and 686th meetings, on !e and 5 December respectiifely, the Commissioner-General 

Y..'lade further sta-tements. 

10. At the 683rd meeting, on 4 December, the c·epc·esentative of Somalia introduced 

a (h'aft resolution (A/SPC/L.l76), co- sponsored -by Afghanistan, Indonesia, ~\lala:vs:ia, 

Pakistan, Senegal and Somalia. Subsequently, Burur:-di, Congo (Brazzaville), 

Guine_§, Mali, Mauri tani_g and Yugoslavia also j o:i.ned as its co- sponsors 

(A/SFC/J".l76/Add.l and 2). The text read as follcwm: 

"Recognizing that the problem of the Palcstl.ne Arab refugees has arisen 
froro the deniaJ. of their inaliene.ble ""ights under the Charter of the 
United Nations arret the Gniversal Declare.tion of Human Rights, 

11 Gravely .c:c~E.s:£.:Cflcd that the denia]_ of their rights has been aggl~avated 
by the reported acts of collective :;mnishrncnt) arbitrary detention, curfews, 
destruction oi' homes and property~ deportation and other repressive acts 
against the reft.'-gees and other inhabita:r..ts of the occupied territor:Les, 

11 Recalling Sec..:urity Covncil resolution 237 (1967) of 11: June 1967, 

"Recallinr; alsc its resolutions 2252 (ES--V) of 4 July 1967 an"1 
2452 A\xxniJ" ofl') December 1968, calling 'u:9on the Government of Israel 
to taKe effective and irrmediate steps for the return -,,i thout delay of -chose 
inhabitants 1·1ho have fled the areas sb.ce the outbreak of hostilities', 

"DesirO~§. of giving effect to its resolutions for relieving the plight 
of the displaced persons and the refugees, 

1 .. . 
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"1. Reaffj rms the inalienable rights nf the people of Palestine; 

11 2. DY?-1~>?_ .. the attention of the Security Council to the grave situation 
resulting froi:1 Israeli policies and practices in the occupied territories 
and its refusal to implement the above resolutions; 

113. Regy~~~~.§. the Security Council to taJce effective measures in 
accordance vri th the relevant provisions cf the Charter to ensure the 
:implementation of these resolutions. 11 

11. At the 684th meeting, on 4 December, the :cepc·esentative of Seleden int:coduced 

a ch"aft resolution (A/SFC/L.lT?), co- sponsored by ll:t:ghani_s_tan, cf..rgentina,, Austria, 

Belg~.~£}, ~Canada, _P.e_!1~§trk, Finland, Iceland, -~ndia) 1.E.§E, Ireland, Italy, Ja1)an, 

I'{igeria, Non..ray, S\reden, _Turkey and Yugoslavia, 'dhich ::_~ead as follovrs: 

"Recalling its resolutions 2252 (ES-- v) of 4 July l'/i7, 2341 D (;:XII) of 
19 December ic;i;r and 21152 C (XXIII) of 19 December 19108, 

"Taking note of the annual repori; of the Commissioner-General of the 
United Nations Relief and 1;.-Ic:rks Agency fo:_~ Palestine Refugees in tl~e Hear 
"East~ coverinc; the period front l July 1960 -cc 30 June 1969, 

"Bearirt_8 _ _2n__g:_:\_nd_also the letter dated 24 July 1969 from the Scc,·etary
General addressed to all States Members o:::" the United Nations and meFltJers 
of the specialized. agencies) 

''Concerned about the continued hur,an su_:.::rering as a result of the 
June 1967 ho'S"iciU ties in the Middle East, 

"1. Re't:i.firns its resolutions 2252 (IS-V), 2341 B (XXII) and 
2452 c (XXIII); --

''2. Enc~o:cses, bearing in mind the objectives of those resolutions, 
the efforts o::.· the Cor:nnissioner-GeneraJ. of tbe United Nations Relief and 
HorKs Agency for Palestine Hefugees in the Ecar East to ccntinue to 
provide human.:Lta:r-ian assistance, as far as practicable, on an emergency 
basis and as a te:r.l..po:ta:::'y measure, to sther pe·.tsons in the area vrho are at 
present displacec~ and are in serious need cf continued assistance as a 
result of the June 1967 hostilities; 

113. St_r_9ng~-;,J~ _ap~~als to all Governments and to organizations and 
individuals to contribute generously for the above purposes to the United 
Nations Relie? and Horks Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
and to the otheT governmental and non- gnverl'~Yil.ental organizations concerned. 11 
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12. At its 686th aeeting, em 5 December, the CoP.ll'littee proceeded to a vote on 

the three draft :cesolutions before it - A/SFC/L.l75, A/SPC/L.l76/Add.l and 2 and 

A/SFC/1.177. The voting 1fas as follows: 

(a) Tb.e draft resolution submitted by the United States of America 

(A/SFC/1.175) <cas adopted by 101 votes to J.) with le abstentions (see paragraph 13 

·below, draft resolution A). 

(b) The .:3:.t.:feri::PcMer draft resolution (A/SFC/L.l76/Add.l and 2) was auopted 

by a rolJ-call vote of 50 to 22, with 38 abstentions (see paragraph 13 below, 

draft resolution 

ftgainst: 

n\ 
j_J) • The voting was as follows: 

"Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria~ f.l:lgaria~ Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Cambodia, Ceylon, China, Congo (Brazzaville), 
Cuba, Cyprus, CzechoslovaKia, Guinea, Hungary, India, Indonesia, 
Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuw:tit, Lebanon, Libya, Malaysia, f~aldiyes, 
Hali, :tviauri tania, Mauritj.t:_s, Mongolia, Morocco_, Nigeria, 
Palcistan, Poland, Romania, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierre Leone, 
Somalia, Southern Yemen, Spa:Ln, Sudan, Syria~ Tunisia, Turkey, 
UKrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, United Arab Republic, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Yemen 5 Yugoslavia, Za~bia. 

!JoJ.ivia, Botswana, Canada, Chad, Colombia, Congo (Democratic 
~1.epu~Olic of), Costa Rica, Dahor:tey, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Gc.-Oon, Gt:or_rnbia, Guatemala, Honduras, Israel, Ivory Coast, 
L~_bcria, .Lvlalawi, Nicaragu.a, Panama, United States of America, 
Urur:;uay. 

Aro;en.tinu, Australia, Austria, Delgium, Brazil~ Burma, Cameroon, 
Central African Republic, Chile, Denmark, Ethiopia, Finland, 
France, Ghana, GTeece, Icelan.J, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, 
~(enya, Lesotho, Luxembov.::e;, Mexico, Nepal, Netherla.nds, Hew 
Zealand, Niger, Norvray'l Fhili:~)_pines, Portugal, Rvranda, S1veden, 
Thailand_, Togo, Uganda, United =cingdom of Great B:c~itain and 
1-:o:~:-the::..~.n Ireland, Veneztl.ela. 

(c) The ei;;cteen- Power draft resolution (!~/SPC/1.177) was adopted by 102 votes 

to none, '"i th 3 aiJstentions (see paragrapt: ) belocr, dTaft resolution C). 

RECOI•TI'TIJ;NDATIONS OF THE SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE 

1). The Special Political CoP.ll'li ttee therefo.ce recoP.ll'lends tt' the General Assembly 

the adoption of the fcllowing draft Tesolutions: 

I ... 
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United Nations R<:_lief and Works Age_PEL__:f'or Palestine Refugee£ 
in the Near East 

A 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 194 (III) of 11 December 1948, 302 (IV) of 

8 December 1949, 393 (v) and 394 (v) of 2 and 14 December 1950, 512 (VI) and 

513 (VI) of 26 January 1952, 614 (VII) of 6 November 1952, 720 (VIII) of 

27 November 1953, 818 (IX) of 4 December J.95/l, 916 (X) of 3 December 1955, 

1018 (XI) of 28 February 1957, 1191 (XII) of 12 December 1957, 1315 (XIII) of 

12 December 1958, J.451J (XIV) of 9 December 1959, Jh04 (XV) of 21 Apl·il 1S:IJJ, 

1725 (XVI) of 20 December 1961, 1856 (XVII) of 20 December 1962, 1912 (XVIII) of 

3 December 1963, 2002 (XIX) of 10 February -J-965, 2052 (XX) of 15 December 1965, 

2151, (XXI) of 17 November 1966, 2341 (XXII) of 19 December 1967 and 2452 E (XXIII) 

of 19 December 1968, 

Noting the annua]_ report of the Commissioner-General of the United Nations 

Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the 

period from l July 1968 to 30 June 1969 )/ 

L Notes ''i th d_<;_eE_regret that repatriation or compensation of the refugees 

as provided for in paragraph ll of General AsseNbly resolution 194 (III) has not 

been effected, that no substantial progress has been made in the progral'\Ne endorsed 

in paragraph 2 of resolution 513 (VI) for the reintegration of refugees either 

by repatriation or resettleNent and that, therefore, the situation of the 

refugees continues to be a matter of serious concern; 

2. Expresses its tha_nks to the Commissioneo.·-General and the staff of the 

United Nations Relief and Horks Agency for Palestine Refugees in the !lear East 

for their continued faithful efforts to provide essential services for the 

Palestine refugees, and to the specialized agencies and private organizations 

foo.' their valuable Hork in assisting the refugees; 

3- Directs the Col'll'lissioner-Genera1 of the United Nations Relief and 

Horl=s Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East to continue his efforts in 

1/ Official Records of the General AsseNbly, Tcrenty- fourth Sessi_on, 
Supplement NO~~lJ ~(A/i614). - -- -- -- --
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ta.ld.ng such measures~ including rectification of the relief rolls) as to assure, 

in co- operation 1-ri th the Governments concerned, tt.e most equitable distribution 

of relief based on need; 

L~. Notes \·lith reg:cet that the Uni tec1 Nations Conciliation Col'Jmission for 

Palestine was unable to find a means of acl1ievin~ rrrog:ress in the i:r:rLplementation 

of paragraph 11 of c;eneral Assembly resolution lc;!J. (III), and requests the 

Cornnission to exe:,_~t continued efforts tmvards the ir:plementation thereof; 

5. DirP:_c;.~-~____i!t~-~n~j.cm to the continuing crit=._cal financial position of 

the United Nat~i.ons Relief and Horks Agency l'or- PaJ.estine Refugees in the Near 

East, as ou-l:.lined in the Cornmis s ion~r-General 1 ,s ::_'eport; 

r~. Notes \!_:h.~Jl:- _concern that, despite th8 COF!ri'Lendable and successful efforts 

of the Corrnr.issioner--GeneraJ. to collect additional ccntributions to help relieve 

the serious budget cle:Lici t nf the past year) contributions to the United Nations 

Relief and WorKs A13ency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East continue tu fall 

short of the funCLs needed to cover essential budGet requirements; 

7. Calls u~pc:n all Gove:cnrnents as a natter of urgency to mal:e the rnost 

:~;enerous efforts :possible to meet the anticipated needs of the United Nat_·Lons 

Relief and Tl'forks Ac~~ency fa:;.~ Pa.leGtine Hefugees in the Near East, particuJ.a::cly 

in the light of the budgetary deficit projected in the Ccmmissione:c-GeneTe.J.' s 

J."eport, and therefcrre urges non- contri.buting Governr1ents to contri-bute and 

co~tributiLg Governments to consider incree.sin['; their cnntributions. 

E 

The Gene!al _/',~s_s~rft:ly!! 

.Rec~~S~~zing that the p:coblem of the Palestine Arab refugees has arisen from 

the denia.l of the:i_r :i.nalienable rights uncJer the Charter of the United l~ations 

ancl the Universal. Declaration of Human Rig-hts, 

Gravely__conce_:cn~~ that the denial of thc~~.r :-:-"ights has been aggravated l!y the 

repcrted acts of collective rmrrishment, arbitrary detention, curfc1:m, dest~:·uction 

of homes and proper·ty) cleiJnrt.ation and othel~ rer;-ressive acts against the refugees 

and other inhabitants of' the c:ccl.J.pied ter:...~ito:c·ie~--' ~ 

Recallip.fi Sec_;_::.~lty Council resolution 23'/ (19l'J7) of 14 June J-S67) 

; ... 
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.]lecalling a~s_s: its resolutions 2252 (ES-V) of 4 July 1967 and 2452 A (XXIII) 

of 19 December 1968, calling "upon the Gover·nment nf Israel to take effective 

and immediate steps for the return without delay oc those inhabitants vho have 

fled the areas since the outbreak of hostilities", 

Desirous of zi ving effect to its resolutions for relieving the plicllt of 

the displaced persons and the refugees, 

1. Reaff~rms the inalienable rights of the people of Palestine; 

2. Draws _i::he:__attepj;io_!! of the Security Council to tlle grave situation 

res-ulting from Israeli policies and practices in the occupied territories and 

Isrdel 1 s refusal tn :i.r.rplement the above resolutions; 

3. Reques_ts the Security Council t0 taice effective measures in accordance 

witll the relevant provisions of the Charter of the United Nations to ensure the 

implementation of these resolutions. 

c 

'Ihe General Assembly, 

Recalling its r·esolutions 22)2 (ES-V) of 4 July 1967, 2341 B (XXII) of 

19 December 1967 and 2452 C (XXIII) of 19 Decer·,oer 1968, 

Takinr; note of the annual report of the Corcr1issioner-General of the 

United Nations Relief and '1/orks Agency for 

covering the pericd from 1 July 1963 to 30 

Palest~ne Refugees 
. 2/ 

June 1969,-

in the Near East, 

Bearing in mil];d _£lso the letter dated 24 July 1969 fror1 the Secretary-General 

addressed to all States Mcnbers of the United ITa.tions and members of the 

specialized agencies,~/ 
Concerned about the continued human suffering resu~ting from the June 1967 

hostilities in the Middle East, 

l. Reaf:t:i_l~In_~ its resolutions 2252 (ES-V), 23111 B (XXII) and 2452 C (XXIII); 

2. Endorses, bearing in mind the ob,jectives of those resolutions, the 

efforts of the COI!l!'"',issioner-Gcneral of the United Fa.tions Relief and \tJort:s 

Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Nea:r East tn continue to provide 

huJYlanitarian assistance, as far as practicable, on an emergency basis and as 

-~~ Ibid .. 

_3/ A/?577. 
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a teJYtporary JYteasure, to other persons in the area uho are at present displaced 

and in serious neecl of continued assistance as e. l'esult of the June 1967 

hostilities; 

3. _Strongly _a_:Jpe_?_!s to all Govermnents anl to organizations and incl_i viduals 

to contribute generon.sJ.:y for the above puTposes to the United Nations Relie:L: 

a!ld \~orks Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Fear East and to the ether 

sc,vernJY:ental and non--sovern..mental organizations concerned. 




