
UNIT ED NATIONS 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

Distr. 
GENERAL 

A/7495 ~ 
23 l1ay·1969 
ENGLISH 
ORIGINAL: ENGLISH/FPJ:ITC:i/ 

SPANISH 

Tllenty-thir<i session 
Agenda item 62 

IJITERNA'J:'IO!!AL YEAR FOR HUEI\N RIGHTS 

Rote by the Secretary-General 

l. By a no'ce verbale addressee 'co the Permanent Representatives on 23 May 1969, 

the Secretary-General, inter alia, dre" the attention of Member States to the 

fact that the ?resident of the t>~enty-third session of the General Assembly had 

been unable to complete the apCJointment of the members of the special committee 

provided for in General Assembly resolution 2443 (XXIII). The note verbale 

reads as folloi·ls: 

"The Secretary-Genel"al of the United Nations presents his compliments 
to the Permanent Representative of. •• to the United Nations and has the 
honour to dra11 his attention to the following matter. 

"His E:ccellency l.Ir. E1:1ilio Arenales, President of the twenty-third 
session of the General Assenbly, was unable prior to his death to 
cor.;plete certain functions entrusted to him by the General Assembly at 
that session. In particular, ancl not,ithstanding his efforts and those 
of the Secretary-General CJnd.el"taken on his behalf, it had not yet been 
possible to complete the aplJointment of the special cor~mittee provided 
for in General f1ssembly resolution 21r43 (XXIII) of 19 December 1968. 
The President's death has thus left unresolved the question of the 
appointmen'c of this committee, and the rules of procedure of the General 
Assembly C.o not contain any provision covering the present situation. 

"In the circumstances there would appear to be only two practicable 
alternatives to ccmply v1ith the j_ .... esoluCion: 

l. To convene a special session of t{le General Assembly to 
provide another method for constituting the special coFinittee; 

2. (a) To find e. procedure 'lhich, thrcmgh its acceptance by 
Ner;~ber States2 V!ould permit -~he de.signat.ion of one o-: the Vice-Presidents 
to underta](e the appointment of the special committee; 
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(b) f\l"~e:cnatively, aEC~ L1 line \·lith the sp.i:r·.it of ::cul.e 30 :)l the 
:c·ules of pTocedUre of the General t.ssen"Gly; to 2.0e:eTtain from the 
C:ovel"nment of Guatem2.1a; if possible_, l:hc 110"Llld be t':1e Chairman ot· that 
couaCry 1 :..> delegation for ·Ght; GTJenty-fo;__,l_rth session of the General 
A~;sr::m-oli•, a~1d res_ues·t hin -~Q l:~nc1ertake the an:']cin-~.-ment ::;;.· the special 
commi<:-tee. 

H'l'l:~e :l:'irst alternative:, t~w-~ of a special sessim1 of tr~e G-eneral 
Acs embl~r, ·Hould involve considerable time, effort and e::;:pens e.. However, 
i:L this alternative is fav:._;ux·eC~_~ the special session mic)-:.t be brief and 
be a·~·Cendecl S~nly by merttbeys of permanent rr"iss'lons if its business ·Here 
limited either to the desic;n<:tion of a Vice-President or the proposed 
Che..irman of tQe delegation of' CLlatemala to pe:ci'onjl the resid1;._al function 
of the Presi(ent of -l:.he t-1-.:rer:ty-thi:~d session, or to transfer that 
::ui.1c·CicLl to the P:tesident Of the special session .. 

''':::'he secon.d altc-:-rnative 1·10uld appear to be n10re convenient. If 
this alterm3.tive is acceptable, it has C·een suggested ·Chat -Ghe nembershilJ 
mi;h-~ ~~i~·st be consulted as to l-7hich of the sub-alternatives, namely, 
the c1esiu;naticn of the lealle:;_~ o: thP. O.elegation of Guatemalc.. or one of 
the Vice-P:J.~esic~_entsJ to e~·:e:J."cise the residual function o" the President 
of the ·G·uent;yr-third sessionj is 2:enerally acceptable~ 

11 I~1 tll(:: c ircEwstances e:::p 1a.ined above: t~1e Secretar:~,r-General 1·muld 
like to inquire -vrhethe:c i-Iis E::cellerrcy 1 s GoveTnr.::.er..t ac.c.el_)ts one or the 
other of the a1;:;ove alte:c·na-~ives, and if so 1--ibich alternative is favoured~ 

"In viei:'T :.Ji' the time that has al:r..--.ead.y elapsed) the Secretary­
c-eneral 1-Tould ·ce gratef2l for a veyy early :c·eply, by lette:r or by 
teles:ca:c} no"0 later than 10 Jur.<= 1969 ~ 11 

2. The enclosed -.-:'e:Qly is be inc; circulated at the req_uest of the Permanent 

P.epresentative of Is:::'ael to the LTni·Ged Hations. 
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28 nay 1969 

Since the bJenty-third sessi::m of the General Assembly lias declared closec;. 

on 21 December 1968, the late P:'esident, His R"'Ccellency Nr. Emilio Arenales, 

uas actively ensaged in the consul-tations to •Jhich he refeTrecL in his statemef!.Jc 

on page 199 of the provisional ve:'batim :cecord of the l752nd meeting of the 

General Assembly, held on that da'ce, •.lith regard e;o the appointment of three 

Member states to constitute a special com.rjittee established in accordance with 

resolution 21:!,) (XXIII) of 19 Decembe:c' 19GB. As the Secretary-General is 

ceTtainl:f m·rare., the late President approached a large number of llember States, 

inviting then to serve on that special co:;Jnit·i:;ee htit, u.t the time of his death, 

had not been successful in those effoTts on account of the refusal of a ereat 

many Eember States to accept SLlCh an invitation. Those ::.~cfusals nre the 

consequer:.ce of the a:L ... bitrary and one··sided character of G-eneTal Assetnbly 

"i,!hich, as the recoJ:·d of the l748th ~)lenary meeting shcnJs, 

1o1a.s in fact adopted by a :J.inol"it;y o:f the J~Iembers of Che G-eneral Assembly. 

The resolution -.;;as objectionable inter alia because it contained a.n advel~se 

prejudse:aent of the facts the comnittee was supposed to investigate) and because 

it took. no account of the persecution of JeHish minorities in certain Arab 

countries in the Uiddle East a:cee,; as tTagically hic;hlie:;hted by the recent public 

hangings of' innocent Je-ws in Bagl)dad. It is this problem v;hich should be the 

prope:c sub.ject of United Nations conce:cn, not the situation in the Israel-held 

areas, llhich are in c;,ny case open -':o the scrutiny and observation -Jf tens of 

thousands of f'ox·eign visitoTs. 

-~he State,s llhich refused the invi<:;ations addressed to ther:~ by the late 

President acted in f'ull aliJareness of the real natui"e of' tha-c resolution, as being 

a transrarent ::::mlitical manoeuvre and_ not an e:zpression OI'"' genuine concern foi' 

the i'u.l~-~herance of hucan. ric:;hts ~ 

In t:r.e con:.mnica-C.ion adclressed to the .Ambassado:c of Israel to Guatemala. on 

S liarch lSSS', 'tl1e late Presiden-C. of tl.te Ger::c:ral Asse:~bly him~elf expressed his 
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vie11 that the establisllment at that juncture of the special committee would acl¢! 

"further causes of friction to ~'1e already tense situation in the l':iddle East". 

The Government of Israel fully shares that view, 1vhich is even more pertinent 

nov1 than at the date of the above communication. 

The Secretary-General's commu!lication under reply confirms that no provision 

in the rules of procedure of the General Assembly regulates the situation 1vhich 

has come into being follovli.ng the lamented death of the President of the 

twenty-third session of the General Assembly. It appears that only changes in 

existing procedures would make possible further action in the matter, and in the 

circumstances it is the view of the Government of Israel that such changes would 

not be justified. 

'rhe Government of Israel understands that the practice of the General Assembly 

in requesting its President to appoint members of committees in accordance with 

decisions taken at its different sessions entrusts the function not to the 

President as such, whose term of office is delimited by the relevant provisions 

of the Charter and of the rules of procedure, but to the individual who has been 

duly elected to serve as President of the General Assembly for a civen session. 

\/hen, in the past, for any reason that person was unable to complete any functi:ms 

which may have been entrusted to lcim by the General Assembly, the matter has 

taken its ree;ula.r course. In .La.ct. there have been instances in 11hich committee,s 

to be established by the President of the General Assenbly were not constituted. 

It should be borne in mind that under rule 31, based on Article 21 of the 

Charter, the President and all the Vice-Presidents of the t1'1enty-third session 

of the General Assembly ceased to ilold office at the close of that session, on 

21 December 1968. This fact 'wuld appea1° to negate also the alternative 

suggestion made b~r the SecretaJ.~y-General that one of the Vice-Presidents should. 

act in the matter. Even if the task entrusted to the President could in theory 

be delec;ated to a Vice-President (-v1hich in the Israel view cannot be done), there 

is no Vice-President in office to receive such a task~ 

As :::'or the future Chairman of the future delegation of Guatemala to the 

tvrenty-fourth session of the General Assembly, his sole function unde:r rule 30 

is foymally to open the session und 1n·eside until a nei·J President is elected. 

I 
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The Government of Israel fails to see hov1 it could be regarded as within the 

"spirit" of this rule to ascer~cain in advance who might be appointed the Chairman 

of the delegation of Guatemala and then to ask this person at present to perform 

a task v1hich the previous President had been requested to perform. Such a 

course cannot be based directly or indirectly on the language of rule 30, and in 

any case v10uld appear to contradict the clear stipulation of Article 21 of the 

Charter. 

The Government of Israel sees no reason for departing from established 

practices and p:tocedures and believes that, in the light of all the circumstances, 

including the short period which now remains before the twenty-fourth session 

of the General Assembly is due to convene, there is no necessity for any of the 

extraordinary and largely unprecedented alternative forms of action such as are 

suggested in the Secretary-General's communication under reply. 

It is suggested that the Secretary-General might well limit himself to 

drawing the attention of the t1fenty-fourth session.of the General Assembly to 

this matter, in the context of his annual report on the •;Jork of the Organization. 

The Permanent Representative of Israel has the honour to request the 

circulation of this note as a document of the General Assembly. 




