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CELEERATION OF THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE UNITED NATICNS

Note by the Scecretary-General

In connexion with the discussion held at the 1820th plenary meeting of the
General Assembly, on 4 December 1969, the Secretary-General has the honour to
transmit to the Members of the Assembly Gthe following information regarding the
commemorative stémps and medals for the tweniy~fifth anniversary of the

United Nations.

Commemcrative stamps

1. Beginning in March 1969 designs Tor the stamps were solicited, and the final

design was selected in June. The sgelection of a printer was carried out in
September and a conbract for the printing was entered into in October. The
printer is now in the process of completing the design preofs of the stamps.
Under the present schedule they are to be pricted and delivered pricr tec 1 April
in order to be availsble for the issustce date of 26 June 197C.

2. If the preseat arrangements zre Uo be scrapped and the stamps (three
denominations and one souvenir sheet) are to be redesigned it would iavolve the
following consequences. New stamps caannot be designed and printed in time to be

available for 26 June 1970, It will be necessary to change the issue date to

m

late November 1970. This will bring aboul consequential changes in the issue
dates of other United Nations stamps. In view of the publicity already given to

the United Nations stamp schedule for 1970, it will have an adverse effect on the

69~31037 [oos



A/7358
English
Page 2

sale of stamps and the consequential revenue. PFurthermore, the United Nations
would be required to pay damages in the amount of $5,000 tc $10,000 to the printer
with whor n eontrzct has already been signed For the stamps already designed. The
potential loss of revenue from the szle of stamps could amcunt to abkout $600,000
(4O ner cent of the znticipated revenue of $1.5 million). The complete
rescheduling of United Nations stamp issues for 1970 would alsc involve expenses
for stafi’ services and lncrease in contractual charges with regard toe the printing
of other stamps planned for issuance. The schedule of the stamps progsramme for
1970 was decided upon in order teo coilncide with various events of the year and
taklng inte account the need for spacing intervals between different stamps

. "

igsues. As a result of the rescheduling of United Nations stamps issues, the

[

status ol the United Nationsg Posgtal Administration would be adversely affected
in the ayes of catalogue producers of various nations.
3. Incidentally, two countries have already issued commemorative stamps with

the words "Peace and Progress”.

Commemnocrative medals

L, Negotiations were condocted in Ceotober with a number of Tirms and & contract
was enterced into with a mint io November, providing for & minimum royalty of
%100, 000 for licences to sell the medals on a world-wide basis, and with &
possibility that the royalties may reach $250,000° This coniract was agreed to
by tha mint on the understanding thst it would be sble to strike the medals early

in 1970 and that world-wide distribution of the medals could ftake place throughout

that year.

5. The Tollowing consequences are anticipated if the medals are to be changed.

Complete redesipgning of the medals in their present fora would he reguired since
there isg insuflficient space to include the theme "Peace, Justice and Progress' in
iive languages. TIL may barely be possible to amend the theme to read "Peace,
Justice, Progress” withcut an "and™ in the Tive languages, but there is nc
cuzrantes whether the lottering of the medsls in smalll sizes would be clear and

legible. 4 redesigning would inevitably delay production and distribution.

Farthermore, the attractiveness of the medsl would bve diminished and the guaranteed
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minimum royalty reduced by a significant portion. In view of the reduced revenue
from the sale of medals, the United Nations may encounter difficulty in finding a
firm prepared to undertake the project. The medals could aslternatively be
redesigned using cnly two official lansguszges but this would sacrifice some of

the international character of the medals and their attractiveness in some areas
of the world.

FR Rt

&.  The implications of the three alternatives, namely (a) to scrap the stamp
issues and medals already planned; (%) to call for new designs, and (c) to go

ahead as originally envisaged, will be as follows:

(1) To scrap the stamp issues and medals as planned:

(a) Payment of dameges to contractors: &7,000-$12,CC0;
(b) Loss in revenue of some $1,730,0C0;
(¢c) Loss of publicity in the philatelic and numismatic circles
around the world Tor the twenty-fifth aonpiversary;
(d) Embarrassment to the United Nations Postal Administration and possikble

damage to 1ts stature.

(2) To call for new designe:

{a) Payment of damnages to contractors: $6,000-$10,000;

(b) Loss in revenue of some $700,000 from both the stamps and the medals;

(c) Embarrassment to Member Governmentes whe have issued and are planning
to.issue stamps with the words "Peace and Progress's

(@) Delay in publicity and reduction in effectiveness of the promotional
value of both the stamps ard medals for the twenty-fifth anniversacy;

{e) Adverse effect on stature and reputation of the United Netions Postal

Administration.
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{3) To go ahead as planned;

(a) Revenue Trom stamps and souvenir sheet estimated at $1.5 million;

(t) Revenue from medals guaranteed minimum of $100,000 with possible
maximum of $2%0,000;

‘(c) Adeqguate publicity on world-wide basis of the twenty-fifth anniversary

of the United Naticnhs.





