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l. At its l75Bth plenary meeting, held on 20 September 1969, the General 

Assembly decided to include item 89, entitled "Consideration of principles of 

international laH concerning friendly relations and co-operation among States in 

accordance Tt!i th the Charter of the United Nations: rer:ort of the Speci8l Committee 

on Principles of International La\,.; concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation 

among States", in tpe agenda of its t<~enty-fourth session and to allocate it to 

the Sixth Committee. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 2463 (XXIII) 

of 20 recember 1968, ;the itetc had previously been included in the provisional 

agenda of the session. 

2. 'rhe item 'was considered by the Sixth Committee at its ll5Bth, to ll64th 

meetings held on 2~ to 26, 28 and 29 November and l recember 1969, 

3, llie Committee had before it, as a basis for its consideration of the item, 

the report en the 1969 session of the Special Corcmi ttee on Principles of 

Internat;ional La1; concerning Friendly Relations and Co-ope:r·ation among States 

(A/"1619), 'rhe Rapr;orteur of' the Special Ccn:mi ttee introduced the rerort at 

t)le l158th meeting, 

4,. 'rhe report on the ;1969 session 1-1as divided :into the follo1dng tv1o chapters: 

I. Introduction; and II. Completion of the Sr;ecial Committee 1 s \,;ork in the light 

of the debate l·ihich took place in the Sixth Committee during the h1enty-third and 

preceding sessions of the General Assembly and in the 1964, 1S66, 1967 and 1968 

sessions of the Special Committee, by endeavouring to resolve, in the light of 

General Assembly resolution 2327 (XXII), all l'elevant questions relating to the 

forrimlation of the seven principles, 'Ihe second chapter Has divided into the 

folloHing sections: l. The principle that States shall refrain in U:.eir 

internati.onal relaticns from the threat or use of force against the territorial 

integrity or rolitical independence of any State, or in. any other n2anner 

inconsistent 1-ii th the pUTposes of the Uni teO. :Na;tions; 2. 'I11e p:riP-ciple of equal 

:rights and self ... det~:t'ninat:!_on of peoples; and 3. Conc~uding stage of the Special 

Cprr,mittee 1 s session. 

5. At the 1l62nd session on 28 November 1969, the Raprorteur, pursuant to 

paragraph (f) of General Assembly resolution 2292 (XXII) raised the question of 

; ... 
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the form of the Committee's re~ort to the General Assembly and brought, to the 

attention of the Committee the financial implications of that question. At that 

meeting, the Committee decided that, in vim1 of the subject matter of the item, 

the refort, should contain a summary of principal juridical opinions expressed in 

the debate. 

II. PROPOSAL 

6. At the 1162nd meeting on 28 November 1969, Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, 

Austria, Barbados, Bulgaria, Burma, Cameroon, Ceylon, Chile, Czechoslovakia, 

Dahomey, Ecuador, Ethio"t)ia, Finland, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, India, 

Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Kenya, Lebanon, Libya, Mali, Morocco, Mexico, Hongolia, 

Nepal, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Southern Yemen, 

Sudan, S"eden, Syria, Togo , Trinidad and Tobago, 'Iuni sia, Uganda, United f,rab 

Republic, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, Upi te<) Sta;tes of America, 

Uruguay and Yugoslavia submitted a draft resolution (Ajc.6/L.781). Cyprus and 

the USSR subsequently became co-s~onsors of the draft resolution. The draft 

.resolution read as follows: 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 1815 (XVII) of 18 December 1962, 
1966 XVIII of 16 I:ecember 1963, 2103 (XX) of 20 December 1965, 
2181 XXI) of 12 December 1966, 2327 (XXII) of 18 December 1967 and 
2463 (XXIII) of 20 r:ecember 1968, 11hich affirm the im~ortance of the 
progressive development and codification of the principles of 
international la11 concerning friendly relations and co-operation 
among States, 

Recalling further that among the fundamental pur~oses of the 
United Nations are the maintenance of international peace and security 
and the development of friendly relations and co-operation among States, 

Considering that the faithful observance of the principles of 
intel'national la1d concerning friendly relations and co-operation among 
States in accol'dance ''i th the Charter of the United Nations is of 
paramount importance for the maintenance of international peace and 
security and the improvement of the international situation. 

; ... 



A/78C9 
English 
Page 5 

Considering further that the progressive development and 
codification of' the principles of international lmv concerning 
friendly relations and co-operation among States, so as to require 
their more effective application, 1;culd promote the realization of 
the purposes of the United Nations, 

Bearing in mind resolution 2131 (XX) of 21 December 1965, 

Convinced of' the significance of' continuing the effort to achieve 
general agreement on the stater.::ents of the seven principles of 
international lau set forth in General Assembly resolmion 1815 (XVII), 
but without prejudice to the applicability of the rules of procedure 
of the Assembly, vi th a view tc the ad~pticn of a declaration c;hich 
cJould constitute a landmarl' in the progressive development and 
codification of those principles, 

Recalling that the General Assembly in its resolution 2499 (XXIV) 
has tnvited the Special Comrnittee on· Principles of International Lau 
concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States to expedite 
its Hork "ith a vie11 to facilitating the adoption of an appropriate 
document by the General Assembly during the commemorative session, 

Having considered the report of' the Special Committee on Frinciples 
of International La1-.r concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation 
among States (A/7619), vrhich met at Ne'ci York from 18 August to 
19 September 1969, 

l. Takes note of the re~ort of the Special Committee on 
PTlnciples of .international Lav1 cu.tlc;::rtling Friendly Relations- and 
Co-operation among States; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to that Committee f'or the 
valuable Kork it has performed and the progress reflected in the 
statements of the tHo principles it discussedj 

3. recides to ask the Special Comr.i ttee, as reconsti tv ted by 
General Asser:1bly resolution 2103 (XX), to mGet in the firEt half of 
1970 or any other suitable place fer which t:ne 
Secretary-General receives an invitation in order to continue and 
complete its ·Kork; 

4. Requests the Special Committee in the light of the debate 
'.-.lhich tact: place i.n tl::.e Sixth Comtni ttee during tbe present session and 
the prevtous sessions of the General Assembly and in the 196It) 1966, 
1967, 1968 and 1969 sessions of' the Special Coomi ttee, to endeavour to 
resolve, in the light of General Assembly resolution 2327 (XXII), 
the remaining questions relating to the formulatJon of the seven 
prineiples, in order to complete its ·~iork, and to su'tmi t to the 
General Assembly at its t11enty-fif'th session a comprehensive rerort 
containing a draft declaration on all of the seven principles; 

I ... 
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5. Calls u-~o;·, the members of the Special Committee to devote 
their utmost efforts to ensuring the success of the Special Corrmittee 1 s 
session, in particular by undertaking, in the period preceding the 
session, such consultations and other preparatory measures as they may 
see necessary; 

6, Requests the Secretary-General to co-operate •c~i th the Special 
Committee in res task and to provide all services, documentation and 
other facilities necessary for its '\·i8rt; 

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its t11enty
fifth session an i tern entitled "Consideration of the rq;ort on 
principles of' international laTt~ concerning friendly relations and 
co-operation arnbng States in accordencc T,.;ith the Chal~ter cf the 
United Nations", 

7. I\t the tirr.te of the introduction of the resolution it '.-;as stated that it 

11as the understanding of the sponsors that there Has a consensus that the 

Special Comwittee should first devote itself to completing the liOrk on the 

formulations of the principle prohibiting the threat cr use of force and the 

principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples and that it should 

then address itself to other \Wrk ;relating to other principles and to the 

preparation of a draft declaration. This understanding >~as wholly ,;ithout 

prejudice to the rositions of any delegations that had, been taken <,;ith regard to 

apy particular Principle concerning friendly relations. 

'3. At the ll62nd meeting on 28 Novemc2r 1969 the representative of Ghana orally 

introduced an amendment to replace ;the blank in operative paragraph 3 of' the draft 

r·~solution by the \/Ords 11 at Geneva" .. 

9. At the same meeting, the Chairman referred the COlcmittee to tl:e statement 

submitted by the Secretary-G!=neral on. the acministrati ve and financial implications 

of the draft resolution (Ajc.6/L.784), 

; ... 
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A. GENERAL COMMENTS ON THE HORK DONE BY THE SPECIAL COMMHTEE 
IN 1969 AND ON TliE AIMS OF THE V0RK 

10. Nany representatives reaffirmed the great im]'ortance of the 1-;ork entrusted 

to the Committee. The establishment of friendly and peaceful relations bet~;een 

States was one of manldnd 's highest desires and was one of the principal 

objectives of the United Nations. Indeed the whole question was among the most 

important with llhich the Organization uas concerned and '"as an indispensable 

prerequisite to a full realization of all its purposes. It 'dent 1dthout saying 

that the strengthening, in international relations, of the role of international 

la1-1 and more particularly the strict application of, and respect for, the 

principles of the Charter are essential conditions for the maintenance of peace 

and international security, and for fruitful co-operation between countries. 

Further, this effort to systematize, to mal'e more concrete and to develop the 

juridical order of the United Nations should be seen against the bacl;ground of 

a ;.;orld of .struggle for human rights, for control of the arms race and for 

de;velopment. 

11. A number of representatives, Hhilo stressing the great. importance of the 

question, also underline its very considerable difficulties. The Spe~ial 

Con:mittee, ,;hile taking the Charter as t':!e essential basis of its vork, faced 

very complicated questions relati.ng to the interpretation of the principles of 

the Charter and to the method of applying those principles most effectively, 

taking account of the ne;; needs of the international con:munity and of Member 

States, of' the ne·:-r tendencies in the evolution of internationel la;,J to1m.rds a 

modern juridical order and of the very diverse interests and roolitical apd 

,juridical conceptions Hhich gave rise to profound differences of 8pinion. Jn 

this respect some representatives r;ointed out that the task was tcth tc formulate 

neTd principles, taking account of relevant resolutions of the General Assembly 

and other organs of the United Nations, and to verify existing ones; others, 

ho'"ever, noted that the provisions of the Charter could not be violated in that 

process. 

/ ... 
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12. In general, the representatives 1-1ho sr:oke in the debate Here of the vie1-1 

that the Special Committee had, at its 1969 session, achieved important and 

substantial progress on tHo principles 11hich 1dere the. most important and 

controversial. of the seven entrusted to the Committee. Even if that progress 

appeared limited in scme respects, it should be remembered that such -progress 

vms of considerable value given the depth of the differences vd thin the Committee; 

moreover, the differences \·Jere no longer as 't·lide as they 'iifere originally. 

Furthermore, several representatives pointed out that the progress vdthin the 

Special Ccmmi ttee '"as, as a result o;f important mutual concessions, at one point 

larger than appeared from the report. In tho end some of the concessions had 

teen vlithdra~,;n, but it 'itiOUld be remembered that a copsiderable area of agreement 

had existed and this could be dra1-1n on in the future. Other delegations 1-~ere 

not so optimistic, l:::o,,;ever, ''hen they noted that, follo;;ing long and difficult 

negotiations beginning in 1964, either no c::msensus had been reached on a number 

o:f important questions, or principles had. been stated in such an enfeebled manne:r 

as to render them practically ineffective. 

B. CCMMENTS CN THE PRINCIPLES CCNSIDERED BY I•JlE 
SPECIAL COHtiJITTEE IN 1969 

13. Several repxesentatives, referring to the comments \·ohich had been made on 

behalf cf their countries on previous occasions, refrained from addressipg 

themselves to the princ:i.ples considered by the Special Committee in 1969. ethers 

stated that they uere generally satisfied 1;i th the conclusions which the Committee 

had reached. Nevertheless a number of delegates did mal<e specific commr.nts and 

the r.win trends of the observations on the principles are set out beloH. 

l. The principle th"t States shall refrain in their international 
relc-itions froc the threat or use of foree against the territoriel 
integrity or -polttical inde-;Jencen<..:e of any State, or in cmy other 
manner inconsistent 1tJi th the purposes of' tl1e United Nations 

14. 1\iany representatives Helcomed the pr8gress tlwt the Specia;L Committee had 

made in eniarging tlce areas of 13.greement on the above principle. Final agreement 

appeared no",.,; to be near at hand. They stressed tlce great importance of the 

princ1.ple, 11hicb coEstj_tuted the very essence of international la'", in a "orld 

j •.• 
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of interdependent States, which could p.o longer isolate themselves, and in a 

world in which the arms race continued, One delegate, in particular, stressed 

th~C importance for the present day world community of the concept of non-violence. 

15. It ;~as pointed out, ho;~ever, that there were still several outstanding 

issues, including the use of force to violate international lines of derc1arcation, 

organization of armed bands and instigation of civil strife and terrorist acts, 

the use of f,rce against colonial peoples, the recognition of situations brought 

a"tout by the threat, or use of force, the meaning of the 1wrd "force", and the 

legal uses of force, In some cases the differences were small and could be 

bridged; in others, hO\Jever, the gap, said by some ·co be due to tpe inflexibility 

of certain States, Has wider and would be n;ore difficult t9 close. In particular 

the use of force in colonial situations could be mentioned. This specific case 

also sho11ed the close interrelationship bet11een the present principle pnd the 

principle of equal rights and self-determination and their :formulation. The 

vie<~s expressed on that issue are set ou;t below under the principle o:f equal 

rights and self-determination of peoples, The main trends of the debate on the 

otper aspects of the use o:f :force are set out in the :following paragraphs. 

16. A number of representati ve,s 11elcomed the statement in point 3 o:f the report 

of the Drafting Committee (para. 117 of the report of the Special Committee), on 

the probibi tion of the use of force in territorial disputes and boundary problems, 

~;hich strengthened the protection afforded by international lacr to a State 1 s 

territory and frontiers. 

17. Several representatives declared that international lines of demarcation 

should not be included in the statement on this point since they had their s:nm 

legal regime under the specific international instruments establishing them. 

Other so--called lines o:f demarcation resulting not :from international agreements 

duly, signed, but from acts of aggression, were without juridical effect of any 

kind, ~~oreover, it seemed impossible to establish a generally accepted definition 

of such lines, It Has also argued that there should be no mention of international 

lines of demarcation since the very '1ide scope of Article 2 ( 4) of the Charter 

should not be limited by the placing of undue emphasis on certain aspects of the 

pro hi bi tion. Cn the other hand it 1;as said that a reference to such lines should 

I 
I • • • 
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be included to eliminate, so far as possible, the uncertainty concerning the 

legality of, certain actions relating to lines Hhich "ere in practice frequently 

established. A number of representatives attached particular imrortance to the 

proposal that any statement on this question Has 'Jjthput prejudice tc the claims 

of. the parties Hith regard to the status of the lines. 

18. Some representatives, in referring to points 5 and 6 of the Drafting 

Corr.mittee 1s report concerning the organization of armed bands and instigation 

of civil strife and terrorist acts, reiterated their countries' vie;; that the 

general topic of the.prohibition of terrorist and subversive activities concerned 

the principle of non-intervention rather than the principle of the non-use of 

force. 'The opinion 11as also expressed that any statement on this questisn should 

be completed by a provision that peoples under colonial or other foreign domination 

ha}J the right to request and receive all forms of assistance from other States. 

19. Those representatives Hho addressed themselves to the questions of military 

occupation and non-recognition of situations brought a·cout by the illegal threat 

or use of force generally l·ielccmed the statement uhich the Special Committee had 

adopted (point 7 of the report cf the Drafting Committee). Cn one vieu the 

statement Has a necessary aspect of the principle of the r..on-use of :force 

,.;ithout -,,hich the principle itself would be a mere recommendation, and, on 

anothe:r vie-vJ, it uas a necessary corollary of the principle. There 1·JaS a 

dif:ference of opinion concerning the inclusion, in the text relating to non

recognition, of the I·JCrds uin contravention of' the provisions of the Charter'1
• 

On the one hand, these "ords were seen as merely bringing that part of the 

statement into line Hi th the other parts, but on. the other hand they we:re 

objected to as implyinr; that territorial acquis:Ltions achieved by the use of 

force H!=re valid if the particular use of force Has consistent ~-;;j_th the 

Charter. Several representatives supported the proposal submitted tc the Special 

Cor:!mittee concern;i..ng the occupation or acquisition of areas in 'i·lh:l.c:D. me.n1dnd had 

a ccmmon interer::t,. U1e proposal acquired e. special urgency and relevance in 

the light of nan 1 s exploration of the ne':-J environments of space and the sea-bed" 

Others suggested, :C.o\Jeve:r, that the difficult matterB involved in t~1is pro1:ose.l 

might cetter be dealt Hith by the appropriate United Nations bodies. 

; ... 
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20. Several representatives stated their support for the inclusion in the 

:Ceclaration of the text considered by the :crafting Committee concerning all 

forms of coercion aimed against the r:olitical independence or territorial integrity 

of any Sta~e (reproduced under the heading Cther decisions taken by the :crafting 

Committee). 'Ihe c;ord "force", as used in Article 2 (4), would, it v;as said, be 

nullified if it Here limitep to armed force, and it included political, economic 

and other forms Of pressure. 'Ihese forms of p:ressure could be just as effective 

as military f'orce ... 

2. 'Ihe principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples 

21. Many representatives spealdng on the principle of equal rights and self

determination of peoples and commenting on the report by the :Crafting Committee 

on the principle as contained in paragraph 180 of the Special Committee's rer:ort 

(A/7619) expressed their satisfaction. about the progress achieved during th8 

last session of the Special Concmi ttee. They considered that the progress made 

in the formulation of the principle Has of particular value since there •.1ere 

deep divergencies in the juridical appro~ch to its scope and the basic legal 

elements of Hhich the principle consists. The manner in 1·1hich the principle 

found its expression in the Charter, being quite different from that used in the 

Charter for some other principles discussed by the Special Committee, made it 

particula):'ly difficL1lt to arrive at a precise and concise statement of the 

principle. Many representatives also stated that the formulation of the principle 

as reproduced in paragraph 180, hoHever limited and incomplete, constituted a 

solid basis for the f;inal formulation of the principle and the future 1;ork of 

the Special Committee. Eut they recognized at the same time that great 

endeavours had tc be ncade and many difficult obstacles had to be overqJme if a 

generally agreeable formulation of the principle Here to be arrived at. Cn the 

other hand there ·,.;ere eome representatives ""ho expressed their disapj:ointment 

that the Special Comnittee had not been able to surmount the obstacles relating 

to the identification and formulation of some of the basic con:ponents of the 

principle, 1·1hich they considered of funilamental im:r::ortance for the state:nent of 

th~ principle and the draft dec12ration as Hell. 

22. Some representatives referred to the legal background of the principle, 

'!:hey recalled that ·:;he principle •,;as embodied in the Charter, had been reaffirr::ed 

I . .. 
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in numerous resolutions of the General Assembly, particularly in resolution 

1511+ (XV), and '"as a legal basis of one of the most characteristic features of 

our time, namely the movement of nations under colonial domination to\Iards their 

independence and sovereignty. The majority of nations had. become Members of the 

United Nations because of the application of the principle. The principle, 

>Thich >1as of decisive importance to peoples still living under colonial domination, 

constituted a fundamental rule of international law, verified in the practice 

and in many resolutions of the General Assembly, and v1as a part of the ;Legal 

foundation on ,;hich the "hole legal concept of the United Nations rested. Some 

delegations considered that significant progress in the formulation of the 

principle ;is a prerequisite to any meaningful draft declaration on all of seven 

pr;inciples. 

23. Some representatives referring to the formulation contained in paragraph 180 

of the Special Corr,mittee 1s report stressed the universality of the principle which 

relates to all nations in all continents, since :;,nternational law gave the same 

rights to FJ.ll peoples \lhether under colonial domination or other foreign 

oppression. It was pointed out at this juncture that the criterion for 

distinguishing the colonial oppression from other than colonial oppressipn 

wap only a geographical one and consequently was not juridically correct. 

2le. Jn the other hand, some representatives expressed the view that the 

principle applied to the colonial situations in the first place sine~ the Charter 

makes specific mention of this particular form of foreign domination recognizing 

the right of colonial peoples to self-determination and independence. In the 

vie" of these representatives the colonial subjugation was the main obstacle at the 

present time to really friendly relationp bet11een States and to further progress 

to,;ards peace and international security. 

25. Come representatives considered that the legal content of the principle had 

to ce taken in the croadest sense so that it emcraced also the right of any 

State to choose, clithout any interference from any other State, the, political, 

economic and social system which it considered desiracle for itself. It was 

also mentioned that the principle included the right of all peoples to develop 

and dispose of their wealth and natural resources. 

I .. . 
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26. It 11as also stated that the principle, being of universal character, 

applied 2qually to peoples in multinational States guaranteeing them the 

inalienable right to self-determination Hhich ipccrporated also the freedom to 

secession and to establish an independent State, Several representatives 

ho·"ever expressed the idea that the principle stould not be usep in such a ,,ay 

as to affect the national sovereignty and terri to rial integrity. States should 

refrain from any action aimed at the partial or to;tal disruption of' the national 

unity and territorial integrity of' any other State. On the other hand, the vie>~ 

1·1as expressed that there >~as the rossibili ty of the abuse of' the application of 

the principle of self-determination by secessionist movements in multiniJ,tional 

States in order to bring atout the dismemberment of' the State concerned. 

Although a broad interpretation of' the principle is desirable, it ,.,as stated, 

it could not be ~xtended to cover secessionist movements of' tribal, ethnic and 

religious gx·oups. 

27. Several representatives expressed their satisfaction about the agreement to 

include in the formulation of' the principle a provision concerning the duty of' 

States to render assistance to the United Nations in carrying out the 

resr;onsi-bili ties entrusted to it ty the Charter regarding the implementation of 

t:he principle and to, promote the universal respect for human rights and 

fundartental freedoms, Some representatives stated that the subjection of' peoples 

to the alien subjugation or exploitation constituted a deniiJ,l of fundamental 

hnnan rights and ;.;as contrary to the United Nations Charter. 

28. Many representatives stated that administering Powers '"ere prohibited from 

usiflg arrned actions or repressive measures ag_ct_inst :2olonial. peoples \>Jhich 

deprives these peoples of their right to self-determination. Some 

representatives noted in this connexion that it 11as the adherence of certain 

delegations to concepts and ideas which 11ere inconsistent 1-li th the spirit of the 

Charter and at variance with many resolutions of the United Nations 1·il1ich 

prevented the Special Committee from making any significant progress in a 

formulation of' a clear prohibitiop of armed actions against colonial peoples 

struggling for their indepencence. It ;ms also stated that the use of force 

against peoples under colonial domination striving for their independence was 

contrary to international la1·1 and constituted, in most cases, a crime against 

peace as petermined by the Statute of the Nuremterg and Tokyo international 

tribunals. 

; ... 
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29. On the other handJ it ~<.'aS pointed out that the exercise of duties entrusted 

to an administering Pov.rer b:y expre:.-;s provisions of the Charter could not be 

considered as criminal activity. It Has seid thnt the Charter did not regulate 

the use of force in colonial situations since the relations between a 

metropolitan State and its dependent territories did not belong to the category 

of international relations to 'dhich Article 2, paragraph 4, applied. 

30. Several representatives affirmed that the right of a dependent people to 

exercise its inherent right of self-defence, once all other remedies had been 

exhausted, should be included in the formulation or the principle since othel"l<isc 

the right of self-determinstion would "Je deprived of its essence. Other 

representatives pointed out that the peoples subjugated to colonial rule hfld the 

right to use any means Vlhatever, including the -u.se of forceJ to throw off 

colonialism.. It was stated in this coro.nexion that v!ithout a recognition of the 

right or the colonial peoples to self-defence there could not be any meaningful 

formulation of the principle of self-determination. Cn the other hand, it 1·!as 

pointed out that there was no basis in the Charter for attributing dependent 

peoples wj_th a right to use for2e and to be assisted by the forces of other 

States. Several representatives) however, stated that since the legitimacy of 

the struggle of the colonial peoples l·ras recognized) such peoples 1.:-ere entitled 

to seek and to rRCeilre any support from other St&tes. 

31. Several delesates pointed out that "Jnder interns tionol lm<.- a color:ial 

territory could not be regHrded as an integral part of the territo:::-y of the 

admj_nistering Pover. 

3?. ComrLenting on the text in paragraclh 180 of the report (A/!619) .several 

delegations approved the :9ronosal that the ststc .... ment should start 1>rith a 2;eneral 

statement of the principle, follo-...~·c:;Q by a paragraph S-;Jt.:.:lling o·J.t the legal 

consequenc:es deri v·ins -r_"rom it. Different vie\-.;s 1--re:r2 cxoressed J ho~-tevcr J as to 

T,.rhether rie:;hts or d:J.tiec: tlhould B'_JpeR:r first in the formulation. It v.rss suggestcCi. 

that the .statement cJf the princi'_Jle shoul'1 start 1-.rith a dcclaratlon of rL;,bts 

of peoples follm-:•e(! by an cnumerct~on of cluties r.eriving for Ste.tes £'rom t!:le 

DY'inciplc. 
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Co OBSERVI\TIONS CONCERNING HJ'l'lmo~ v!OBK 

P/7'309 
~n:,~lish 

Pose 15 

33. It ·Hat> 8:'?;r2ed t~at the Special CorrinitteeJ as reconstituted by General Assembly 

resolution 2103 (XX) of 20 Leccrr2ber 1965:t should be csked to meet to continue 

and complete its 'dOrk. :i:t was also agreetJ tha L tht.: Comrr,ittee should meet eorly 

in the year so that Governments vrould be able to si "~re full and proper 

consi.derstj_on to the 'irork of the Conm:ittee ·v:ell in s .. dvance of the next sessior-

of the Gcmeral Assembly. These areas of agreer;lent ~,..reTe reflect~d in operative 

paragraph 3 of the draft rc:solution subn:.i tteC to the Committee (see pa!"a. 6 above). 

34. :Lv[c:my representatives a1so E-Xpressed the hope and belie_f that the Comn~ittee 

vlould, as requested by the General Assembly in resolu_tion 2'499 (xxrv·) of 

November 1969, be able to complete its v.Jork so that an appropriate docurnent could 

be adopted by t.he Assembly during the tv..renty-fift'll. co"T,memoratlve session. The 

proposed declaration vrould cons-r.:;itute a fitting tribute to the Organization on 

that occasion Bnd vtould emphasize the importance v.Jhich the United Nations and 

the ·w-orld today attach to the respect for inte_rnational law. O:c the other hand, 

some deleeates, '..vhile also hordng that the lmrk of the Cornmittce TrJould be 

concluded next :year, pointed out that that object.ive should not be sought at any 

price; i·+· ~~..-as necessary that the careful ar:d Datient approach of the Committee 

f>'hould b2 continued, and that qualtty sb_oulcl. not be sacrificed for speed. 

35. A number or representatives expressed viev.1s concerr~j_ng the terms of 

referer~ce of the Special Cornni.ttee, and the matters v.!}l_icb_ ~<!ere still to be 

considerPd by the Corr::mittce. The geneY'al B8reement on this iss\Ie 1·1as embodied 

in paragraph lt- of the draft resolutJon anO :in tl'1e undersl~ancling expressed v.,rhen 

the draft resolution wa.s submitted to thP- ~-Hxtll Committee (see para. 7 above). 

36. Several representatives reaffir;red the vsl-u.e of holding prepAratory 

con.:.>ultations before the C:Jrr_mittee rnet :Ln 1970 to hel1l ensure the successful 

completion of its 110rk. OperativP. paragraph ) of the draft; resoluticn was to 

this effect. 

IV. VOTING 

37. At its ll63rd meeting, on 29 November 1969, the Sixth ConL,Eittee, on a 

roll-call vote, adopted by 30 votes to 6, \lith 47 a_bstentions>" the oral amendment 

s1.-:.bmi ttcd by Ghana (see pHr2. 8 above). The details of the vote 1vere as :follows: 
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In favour: 

Against: 

Abstentions: 

;;ustriaJ Belgium, Bulgaria, Eurw.ndi, Cameroon, Central .':lfrican 
Republic, Chad, Congo (Brazzaville), Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Do~inican Republic, FranceJ Gabcn, Ghona, Guyana, India, Iraq, 
Italy, Kenya, Liberia, Libya, :tvlali, Nicaragua, Nigeria, 
Romania, Sierra Leone, Southern Yemen, Sweden 7 United !~.ra b 
Republic and Yugoslavia. 

Afghanistan, f~lgeria, Austro.lia, China, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of _flmerica 

Barbados, Brazil, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Canada, Chile, Cyprus, Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, Greece, 
Guatemala, Hungary, Icclond, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Israel, 
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, ,Japan, Ku_l,.rait, Leba:r:on, Ivlalaysia, filezico, 
Mongolia., JY~orocco, the ]"ether lands, Nev Zeals nd) N·'rTrTay J Panarr,a, 
Peru, the Philippines, Poland, Portugal_, l~,.rsnda_, Saudi t,raOia, 
South _Phfrica_, SpainJ Sudan) Togoy rr'rinidad and Tobago, Turkey, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Union of Soviet 
Socielist Republics, Uruguay and Venezuela. 

33. The draft resolution (,'JC.6jL.781) (see para. 6 above), as thus amended, 

Has then adopted by 3~ votes to none vith no abstentions. 

39. -Qt the srme meeting, the representatives of Tunisia, the United Stob::~s, the 

Dominican Republic, France J the Congo (Bra zz2ville), CalTeroon :::md Australia made 

statements in explanation of vote. 

V. RECOMJ\!ENDATICN OF THE SIXTH CC1,'MI'ITEE 

l~o. The Sixth Committee therefore recornLendo to the General J\ssembly the sdor:tiun 

of th;__=:- follmri.ng dr2ft res:.Jlution: 

Considers.tion of princilJles of' internationc.l lm·J concernin,c~ friendly 
relations 2nd co-operation among states in accordance vri th th:=· 

Charter of the United Nations 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 1315 (XVII) of 13 December 1962, 19G6 (XVIII) of 

16 December 1963, 2103 (XX) of 20 I:ecember 1965, 2131 (XXI) of 12 December 1966, 

2327 (XXII) of lE3 December 1967 and 2463 (XXIII) nf 2C December 1968, 11rhich affirm 

the importance of the "9r:Jgressive de•lelonmcnt sr_d codification of the _principles 

of international lav: concerning friendly relations and co-operation smong States, 

; ... 
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Recalling further that among the fundamental purposes of the United Nations 

are the maintenance of international peace and security and the development of 

friendly relations and co-operation among States, 

Considering that the faithful observance of the principles of international 

lavr concerning friendly rel,3tions :;_nd co-operation among States in accordance 

vith the Charter of the United Nations is of paramount importance for the 

maintenance of international peace ·=-:nd security and the improvement of the 

internstional situation> 

Considering further that the progressive development and codification of the 

principles of international law concerning friendly relations and co-operation 

among States, so as to require their more effective applicati.on, \VOuld _promote 

the realization of the purposes of the United Nations, 

Bearing in mind resolution 2131 (XX) of 21 December 1965, 

Convinced of the significance of continuing the effort to achieve general 

agreement on the statements of the seven principles of international law set 

forth in General Assembly resolution 1815 (XVII), but without prejudice to the 

apulicability of the rules of procedure of the J',ssembly, with a view to the 

adoption of a declaration "~'ihich 1c:rould constitute a landmark in the _progressive 

development and codification of those principles, 

Recalling that the General J;ssembly, in its resolution 2499 (XXIV), has 

invited the Special Committee on Principles of International law concerning 

Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States to expedite its work with a vie1< 

to facilitating the adoption of an appropriate document by the General Assembly 

during the commemorative session, 

Having considered the report of the Special Committee on Principles of 
3/ 

International La1v concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States,-

which met at New York from 18 August to 19 September 1969, 

l. Takes note of the report of the Special Committee on Principles of 

International L9VT concerning Friendly Relations and Co-opera tier.~. among States; 

2. EYprPsses j_ts appreciation to the Special Committee for the valuable 

work it has performed 3nd the progress reflected in the statements of the t\,10 

principles j_t discussed; 

OfPicial Records of the General Pssembly, TFenty-fourth Sessicn, 
Supplement No. 19 (A/7619). 
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). Decides to ask the Special Committee, a;=-1 reconstituted by General 

l\ssembly resolution 2103 (XX), to meet in the first half of 1970 at GcnC'i.T8 or 

at c:1.ny other suitable place for which t'le Secretary-General receives an invitation 

in order to continue .Jnd complete its \,;rork,: 

4. Ret:uests the Special Committee, in the light of the debate ~~Ihich took 

place in the Sixth Committee during the present session and the :previous sessions 

of the General Assembly and in the 1964, 1966, 1967, 1')63 and 1969 sessi~ns of 

the Special CommitteeJ to endeavour tc resolve) in the light of General ~D;sse-~_:bly 

resolution 2327 (XXII), the remaining c.ucsticns rel3ting to the formulation of 

the seven principles, in order to com:9lete its ·Hork, and to submit to the Gener2l 

!'ssembly at its tv.renty-fifth session o comprehensive report contc.dning a dr::.~ft 

declaration on all of the seven princilJles) 

5. Calls u:.Jon the membe:rE-> of the Special Committee to devote their utmost 

2fforts to ensuring the success of the SjJ2ciol Committee 1 s se:3sion, in _particular 

by undertaking, in the period preC'eding the session, cuch consultations and 

othr:::r prepsratory measures as they may d0em necessary; 

6. Rcouests the Secretary-G ncral to co-opeTa te ~tli th the S~ccial C~Jmmi.ttee 

in its task and to provide sll tbe services; documentation and other facilities 

necessary for its 'i'lork; 

7. Decides to include in the 1J:c-ovisional .Jgenc1a of its t·Fenty-:fif'th sesE-~ ion 

91! item entitled nConsicleration of the repm::·t on _9rincj_ples of international lm,.r 

concErning friendly relations and co-ope;"'Btion a~Tcong States in acconJance •,Itth 

the Charter of the United Nations". 




