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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

These Official Records include the corrections to the provisional summary 
records, as requested by the delegations, and such drafting and editorial modifica­
tions as were necessary. 

Relevant documents not reproduced in full in the texts of the plenary meetings 
of the General Assembly are published in a separate annex to these Official 
Records. 

AVERTISSEMENT 

Les Documents officiels qui suivent contiennent les corrections apportees aux 
comptes rendus analytiques provisoires a la demande des delegations et toutes 
autres modifications qu'exigent les travaux d'edition. 

Les documents pertinents qui ne sont pas reproduits in extenso dans le texte 
des seances plenieres de l' Assemblee generale son t pub lies en annexe distincte 
aux presents Documents officiels. 
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TELEGRAM OF CONVOCATION 

1 April1948 

I have the honour to inform you that the Security Council today requested 
a special session of the General Assembly to consider further the question of the 
future government of Palestine. I have the honour to notify you in accordance 
with rules 7 and 9 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly that the · 
special session will open at 11 a.m. on Friday, 16 April 1948, in the General 
Assembly Hall at Flushing Meadow, New York City. Provisional agenda follows. 

TELEGRAMME DE CONVOCATION 

TRYGVE LIE 

Secretary-General 

1 er avril 1948 

J'ai l'honneur de vous faire conna:itre que le Conseil de securite a demande 
aujourd'hui Ia convocation d'une session extraordinair~ de l'Assemblee generale 
pour poursuivre l'exalJlen de Ia question du gouvernement futur de Ia Palestine. 
J'ai l'honneur de vous aviser; conformement aux articles 7 et 9 du reglement 
interieur de l'Assemblee generale, que Ia session extraordinaire s'ouvrira le ven­
dredi 16 avril 1948, a 11 heures, dans Ia salle de l'Assemblee generale a Flushing 
Meadow, New-York. Suit l'ordre du jour provisoire. 

v 

TRYGVE LIE 

Secretaire general 

.,_;, 
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Nations. · 

ECUADOR 

Representative 

Dr .. Jose A. Correa, Alternate Representative 
to the United Nations, Chairman of delega­
tion. 

Alternate Representative 

Sr. Arturo Meneses Pallares, Counsellor of 
Embassy. 
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ton, Representant permanent aupres de l'Or-· 
ganisation des Nations Unies, Chef de la dele­
gation. 
Le Dr Carlos Blanco, Ministre plenipoten­
tiaire, Conseiller a l'Ambassade a Washing­
ton, Secretaire general de Ia delegation perma­
nente au'pres de !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies. 

TcHJ3:cosLOVAQUIE 

Representant 

'Le Dr Vladimir Houdek, Envoye extraordi­
naire et Ministre plenipotentiaire, Represen­
tant permanent aupres de !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies, Chef de Ia delegation. 

Suppleant 

Le Dr Zdenek Smetacek, Directeur du bureau 
de presse du Consulat general a New-York. 

Conseiller 

Le Dr Ivan Taborsky, Secretaire general de · 
la delegation permanente aup;res de !'Orga­
nisation des Nations Unies. 

D.ANEMARK 

Representant 

M. William Borberg, Envoye extraordinaire 
et Ministre plenipotentiaire, Representant 
permanent aupres de !'Organisation des Na­
tions Unies, Chef de la delegation. 

Conseiller 

Mme Nonny Wright, Secretaire a la dele­
gation permanente au pres de !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies. 

REPUBLIQUE DOMINICAINE 

Representant 
S.E. Ie Dr Max Henriquez-Urena, Ambassa­
deur, Representant permanent aupres de 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies, Chef de la 
delegation. 

Conseiller 

Le Dr Enrique de Marchena, Ministre pl€mi­
potentiaire, Conseiller, Representant sup­
pleant au pres de !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies. 

EQUATEUR 

Representant 

Le Dr Jose A. Correa, Representant sup­
pleant aupres de !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies, Chef de Ia delegation. 

Suppleant 

M. Arturo MenesesPallares, Conseillerd'Am­
bassade. 



EGYPT 

Representatives 

Mahmoud Bey Fawzi, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary, Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations, Chair-
man of delegation. · 
Mohamed Amin Bey Rostem, Head of the 
Permanent Office for the United Nations. 

Secretaries 

Mr. Maher Tewfic Doss, Third Secretary 
of the Permanent Office for the United 
Nations. 
Mr. Ahmed El Messiri. 
Mr. Salah El Dine Hassan. 

EL SALVADOR 

Representative 

Sr. Roberto Aguilar Trigueros, Commercial 
Attache of Embassy at Washington. 

ETHIOPIA 

Representatives 

Ras H. S. Imru, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary at Washington, 
Chairman of delegation. 
Mr. Getahoun Tesemma. 

FRANCE 

Representative 

H.E. M. Alexandre Parodi, Ambassador, 
Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations, Chairman of delegation. 

Alternate Representatives 

H.E. M. Roger Garreau, Ambassador, 
Permanent Delegation to the United Nations. 
M. Guy de la Tournelle, Minister Plenipoten­
tiary, Permanent Delegation to the United 
Nations. 
M. Claude de Boisanger, Minister Plenipoten­
tiary. 

GREECE 

Representative 

Mr. Alexis Kyrou, Permanent Representative 
to the United Nations, Chairman of delega­
tion. 

Alternate· Representative 

Mr. John Kalergis, Consul General in New 
York. 
Mr. Alexis S. Liatis, First Secretary of the 
Embassy at Washington. 

Secretaries 

Mr. Byron Theodoropoulos, First Secretary 
of the Permanent Delegation to the United 
Nations. 
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EGYPTE 

Representants 

Mahmoud Bey Fawzi, Envoye extraordinaire 
· et Ministre plenipotentiaire, Representant 
permanent aupres de !'Organisation des Na­
tions Unies, Chef de la delegation. 
Mohamed Amin Bey Rostem, Directeur du 
Bureau permanent pour l'Organisation des 
Nations Unies. 

Secretaires 

M. Maher Tewfic Doss, Troisieme secretaire 
du Bureau permanent pour !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies. 
M. Ahmed El-Messiri. 
M. Salah El-Dine Hassan. 

SALVADOR 

Representant 
M. Roberto Aguilar Trigueros, Attache com­
mercial a l'Ambassade a Washington. 

ETHIOPIE 

Representants 
Le ras H. S. Imru, Envoye extraordinaire et 
Ministre plenipotentiaire a Washington, Chef 
de la delegation. 
M. Getahoun Tesemma. 

FRANCE 

Representant 
S.E. M. Alexandre Parodi, Ambassadeur, 
Representant permanent aupres de !'Orga­
nisation des Nations Unies, Chef de la dele­
gation. 

Suppleants 
S.E. M. Roger Garreau, Ambassadeur, Dele- · 
gation permanente aupres de !'Organisation 
des Nations Unies. 
M. Guy de la Tournelle, Ministre plenipoten­
tlmre, Delegation permanente aupres de 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies. 
M. Claude de Boisanger, Ministre plenipo­
tentiaire. 

Representant 

M. Alexis Kyrou, Representant permanent 
au pres de !'Organisation des Nations Unies, 
Chef de la delegation. 

Suppleants 
M. John Kalergis, Consul general a New­
York. 
M. Alexis S. Liatis, Premier Secretaire d'Am­
bassade a Washington. 

Secretaires 
M. Byron Theodoropoulos, Premier Secre­
taire a la delegation permanente aupres de 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies. 



Mr. John Papayannis, Secretary of the Per­
manent Delegation to the United Nations. 

GUATEMALA 

Representatives 

Sr. Jorge Garda Granados, Chairman of 
delegation. 
Dr. Carlos Garda Bauer, Permanent Repre­
sentative to the United Nations. 

Secretary 

Sr. Jose Goubaud Irigoyen, First Secretary 
of the Permanent Delegation- to the United 
Nations. 

HAITI 

Representative 

H.E. M. Joseph D. Charles, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary at Wash­
ington. 

HONDURAS 

Representative 

H.E. Dr. Tiburcio Carias, Jr., Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary at London, 
Chairman of delegation. 

ICELAND 

Representative 

Mr. Thor Thors, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary at Washington, 
Chairman of delegation. 

INDIA 

Representatives 

Sir Girija Shanker Bajpai, Secretary-Ge11eral, 
Ministry of External Affairs and Common­
wealth Relations Department, Chairman of 
delegation. 
Dr. P. P. Pillai, Minister, Representative 
to the United Nations. 

Alternate Representative -
Mr. M. Gopala Menon, Under Secretary, 
Ministry of External Affairs. 

!RAJ;' 

Representative 
H.E. Mr. Nasrollah Entezam, Ambassador, 
Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations, Chairman of delegation. 

Alternate Representatives and Advisers 

Dr. Khosrow Khosrovani, First Secretary of 
Embassy, Permanent Delegation to the 
United Nations. 
Dr. Khosrow Afshar, First Secretary of 
Embassy. 
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M. John Papayannis, Secretaire a Ia del€~ga­
tion permanente aupres de !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies. 

GUATEMALA 

Representants 

M. Jorge Garda Granados, Chef de la dele­
gation. 

. Le Dr Carlos Garda Bauer, Representant 
permanent aupres de !'Organisation des Na­
tions Unies. 

Secretaire 

M. Jose Goubaud Irigoyen, Premier Secre­
taire a la delegation. permanente aupres de 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies. 

HAITI 

Representant 

S.E. M. Joseph D. Charles, Ambassadeur 
extraordinaire et plenipotentiaire a Washing­
ton. 

HONDURAS 

Representant 

S.E. le Dr Tiburcio Carias, Ambassadeur 
extraordinaire et plenipotentiaire a Londres, 
Chef de la delegation. 

IsLANDE 

Representant 
M. Thor Thors, Envoye extraordinaire et 
Ministre plenipotentiaire a Washington, Chef 
de la delegation. 

INDE 

Representants 

Sir Girija Shanker Bajpai, Secretaire gene­
ral du Ministere des Affaires exterieures et 
des relations avec les pays du Common­
wealth, Chef de la delegation. 
Le Dr P. P. Pillai, Ministre, Representant 
aupres de !'Organisation d~s Nations Unies. 

Suppleant 
M. M. Gopala Menon, Sous-Secretaire au 
Ministere des Affaires exterieures. 

IRAN 

Representant 
S.E. M. Nasrollah Entezam, Amba;sadeur, 
Representant permanent aupres de !'Orga­
nisation des Nations Unies, Chef de la dele­
gation. 

Suppteants et Conseillers 

Le Dr Khosrow Khosrovani, Premier Secr€~­
taire d'Ambassade, Delegation permanente 
aupres de !'Organisation des Nations ·unies. 



IRAQ 
Representatives 

Dr. Naji Al-Asil, Chairman of delegation. 
Mr. Abdulla Bakr, Consul General in New 
York. 

Alternate Representatives 

Mr. Awni Khalidy. 
Mr. Baha Awni, Assistant Director, Legal 
Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Secretary 

Mr. Ahmed Al-Farisi. 

LEBANON 
Representative . 

t~":': Dr. Charles Malik, Envoy Extraordinary and 
\ Minister Plenipotentiary at Washington, 
~.Chairman of delegation. 

Alternate Representative 

M. Edouard Ghorra, Acting Consul General 
in New York. 

Advisers 

Dr. Karim Azkoul. 
Dr. Jamal Karem Harfouche. 

LIBERIA 
Representatives 

Mr. Benjamin G~ Free~an, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, Chairman of dele­
gation. 
Mr. Nete Sie Brownell, Postmaster General. 
Mr. Walter F. Walker. 

Adviser 

Mr. Lester Walton. 

Secretary 

Mr. Richelieu Morris. 

LUXEMBOURG 
Representative 

H.E. M. Hugues 'Le Gallais, Envoy Extra­
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at 
Washington, Chairman of delegation. 

MEXICO 
Representatives 

H.E. Dr. Luis Padilla Nervo, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Perma­
nent Representative to the United Nations, 
Chairman of delegation. 
Dr. Raul Noriega, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, Alternate Repre­
sentative to the Permanent Delegation to the 
United Nations. 
Dr. Rafael de la Colina, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary, Embassy at ' 
Washington. 
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lRAK 
Representants 

Le Dr Naji AI-Asil, Chef de Ia delegation. 
M. Abdulla Bakr, Consul general a New-York. 

Suppleants 

M. Awni Khalidy. 
M. Baha Awni, Directeur adjoint du Depar- ; 
tement juridique au Ministere des Affaires 
etrangeres. 

Secretaire 

M. Ahmed Al-Farisi. 

LIB AN 
Representant 

Le Dr Charles Malik, Envoye extraordinaire 
et Ministre plenipotentiaire a Washington, 
Chef de la delegation. 

Suppteant 

M. Edouard Ghorra, Consul general par m­
terini a New-York. 

Conseillers 

Le Dr Karim. Azkoul. 
Le Dr Jamal Karam Harfo~che. 

LIBERIA 
Representants 

M. Benjamin G. Freeman, President de la 
Chambre des representants, Chef de la dele­
gation. 
M. Nete Sie Brownell, Ministre des postes. 
M. Walter F. Walker. 

Conseiller 

M. Lester Walton. 

Secretaire 

M. Richelieu Morris. 

LUXEMBOURG 
Representant 

M. Hugues Le Gallais, Envoye extraordinaire 
et Ministre plenipotentiaire a Washington, 
Chef de Ia delegation. 

MEXIQUE 
Representants 

S.E. le Dr Luis Padilla Nervo, Ambassadeur 
extraordinaire et plenipotentiaire, Represen­
tant permanent aupres de !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies, Chef de la delegation. 
Le Dr Raul Noriega, Envoye extraordinaire et 
Ministre plenipotentiaire, Representant sup­
pleant a Ia delegation permanente aupres de 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies. 
Le Dr Rafael de la Colina, Envoye extraor­
dinaire et Ministre plenipotentiaire a 1' Am­
bassade a Washington. 



Alternate Representative 

Sr. Octavia Barreda, Counsellor of the Per­
manent Delegation to the United Nations. 

Adviser and Secretary 

Sr. Alfonso. Castro Valle, First Secretary of 
the Peqnanent Deleg_ation to the United 
Nations. 

NETHERLANDS 

Representative 

Jonkheer J. W. M. Snouck Hurgronje, Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Permanent Representative to. , the United 
Nations, Chairman of delegation. 

Alternate Representative 

Dr. J. G. de Beus, Counsellor of Embassy, 
Permanent Delegation to the United Nations. 

Mr. A. I. Spits. 

Expert and Secretary 

Jonkheer L. Quarles van Ufford, Second 
Secretary of Embassy, Permanent Delegation 
to the United Nations. 

NEW ZEALAND 

Representatives 

Sir Carl August Berendsen, K.C.M.G., 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni­
potentiary at Washington, Chairman of 
delegation. 
Mr. A. D. Mcintosh, Secretary of the Depart­
ment of External Affairs. 

Alternate Representative 

Mr. J. S. Reid, Counsellor of the Legation at 
Washington. , 

Advisers 

Mr. C. Craw, Second Secretary ·of the Per­
manent Delegation to the United Nations. 

Miss I. P. Coates, Third Secretary of the 
Permanent Delegation to the United Nations. 

Secretary 

Miss P. Townsend, Secretary of Legation at 
Washington. 

NICARAGUA 

Representative 

H.E. Dr. Guillermo Sevilla Sacasa, Ambassa­
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary at 
Washington, Permanent Representative to 
the United Nations, Chairman of delegation. 
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Suppleant 
M. Octavia Barreda, Conseiller a la delt~ga­
tion permanente aupres de !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies. · 

Conseiler et secretaire 

M. Alfonso Castro Valle, Premier Secretaire 
ala delegation permanente aupres de !'Orga­
nisation des Nations Unies. 

PAYS-BAS 

Representant 

Le jonkheer J. W. M. Snouck Hurgronje, 
Envoye extraordinaire et Ministre plenip::>­
tentiaire, Representant permanent aupres de 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies, Chef de la 
delegation. 

Suppleants 

Le Dr J. G. de Beus, Conseiller d'Ambassade, 
Delegation permanente aupres de !'Organisa­
tion des Nations Unies. 
M. A. I. Spits. 

Expert et secretaire 

Le jonkheer L. Quarles van Ufford, Deuxieme 
Secretair.e d' Ambassade, Delegation perma­
nente aupres de !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies. 

N OUVELLE-ZELANDE 

Representants 

Sir Carl August Berendsen, K. C. M. G., 
Envoye extraordinaire et Ministre P,lenipo­
tentiaire a Washington, Chef de la delegation. 

M. A. D. Mcintosh, Secretaire au Departe­
ment des Affaires exterieures. 

Suppleant 

M. J. S. Reid, Conseiller de Legation a 
Washington. 

Conseillers 
M. C. Craw, Deuxieme Secretaire a Ia dele­
gation permanente aupres de !'Organisation 
des Nations Unies. 
Mlle I. P. Coates, Troisieme Secretaire a la 
delegation permanente aupres de l'Organisa­
ti::m des Nations Unies. 

Secretaire 

Mlle P. Townsend, Secretaire de Legation a 
Washington. 

NICARAGUA 

Representant 

S.E. le Dr Guillermo Sevilla Sacasa, Ambas­
sadeur extraordinaire et plenipotentiaire a 
Washington, Representant permanent aupres 
de !'Organisation des Nations Unies, Chef de 
la delegation. 



Alternate Representative 

Major Juan Jose Rodriguez, Military Attache 
of Embassy at Washington. 

Adviser 

Dr. Jose Sanson-Teran, Secretary of Embassy 
at Washington. 

NORWAY 

Representative 

Mr. Finn Moe, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, Permanent Repre­
sentative to the United Nations, Chairman of 
delegation. 

Secretaries 

Mr. Finn Seyersted, Secretary of the Perma­
nent ·Delegation to the United Nations. 

Mr. Einar Ansteensen, Secretary of the 
Permanent Delegation to the United Nations. 

Mr. Erik Nord, Secretary of the Permanent 
Delegation to the United Nations. 

PAKISTAN 

Representatives 

H.E. The Honourable Sir Mohammed Zafrul­
lah Khan, K.C.S.I., Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and Commonwealth Relations, Chair­
man of delegation. 
H.E. Mr. M. A. H. Ispahani, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary at Wash­
ington. 
Mr. Mohammed Ali. 
Colonel Majid Malik. 
Mr. Akhtar Husain, Secretary-General. 

PANAMA 

Representative 
Sr. Manuel de J. Quijano, Permanent Repre­
sentative to the United Nations, Chairman 
of delegation. 

Alternate Representative 
Sr. Roberto de la Guardia, Counsellor of 
Embassy, Alternate Representative to the 
United Nations. 

Adviser 

Sr. Ernesto d~ la Ossa, Counsellor of the 
Permanent Delegation to the United Nations. 

Secretary 

Sr. Augusto Samuel Boyd, Jr. 

PARAGUAY 

No list submitted. 

Suppleant 

Le command~nt Juan Jose Rodriguez, Atta­
che militaire a l'Ambassade a Washington. 

Conseiller 

Le Dr Jose Sanson-Teran, Secretaire d'Am­
bassade a washington. 

NoRVEGE 

Representant 

M. Finn Moe, Envoy€: extraordinaire et Mi­
nistre plenipotentiaire, Representant perma­
nent aupres de !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies, Chef de la delegation. 

Secretaires 

M. Finn Seyersted, Secretaire de la delega~ 
tion permanente aupres de !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies. 
M. Einar Ansteensen, Secretaire a la dele­
gation permanente aupres de !'Organisation 
des Nations Unies. 
M. Erik Nord, Secretaire ala delegation per­
manente aupres de !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies. 

PAKISTAN 

Representants 

S.E. !'Honorable Sir Mohammed Zafrullah 
Khan, K. C. S. I., Ministre des Affaires exte­
rieures et des relations avec les pays du 
Commonwealth, Chef de la delegation. 
S.E. M. M. A. H. Ispahani, Ambassadeur 
extraordinaire et plenipotentiaire a Washing-
ton. · 
M. Mohammed Ali. 
Le colonel Majid Malik. 
M. Akhtar Husain, Secretaire general. 

PANAMA 

Representant 
M. Manuel de J. Quijano, Representant per­
manent aupres de !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies, Chef de la delegation. 

Suppleant 
M. Roberto de la Guardia, Conseiller d'Am­
bassade, Representant suppleant aupres de 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies. 

Conseiller 

M. Ernesto de la Ossa, Conseiller a la dele­
gation permanente aupres de !'Organisation 
des Nations Unies. 

Secretaire 

M. Augusto Samuel Boyd fils. 

PARAGUAY 

La liste des membres de la delegation n'a pas ete 
presentee. 

XVl 



PERU 

Representative 
H.E. Sr. Carlos Holguin de Lavalle, Ambassa­
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Per­
manent Representative to the United Nations, 
Chairman of delegation. 

Aternate Representative 
Dr. Alberto Soto de la J ara, First Secretary 
of Embassy at Ottawa. 

·Adviser 

Dr. Jose Antonio Encinas, Secretary of the 
Permanent Delegation to the United Nations. 

Secretary 

Sr. Jorge Benavides, Secretary of the Per­
manent Delegation to the United Natioris. 

' PHILIPPINES 

Representatives 

H.E. Brigadier General Carlos P. Romulo, 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten­
tiary, Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations, Chairman of delegation. 
Mr. Vicente J. Francisco, Senator. 

Alternate Representatives 

Mr. Salvador P. L6pez, Mission to the 
United Nations. 
Judge Jose Ingles, Mission to the United 
Nations. 
Mr. Renata Constantino, Executive Secretary 
of the Mission to the United Nations. 

Major Antonio Chanco, Military Attache of 
the Mission to the United Nations. 

Major Patricio R. Monzon. 

PoLAND 

Representative 

Mr. Juliusz Katz-Suchy, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary, Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations, Chair­
man of delegation. 

Alternate Representative 
- Mr. Tadeusz Kassern, Consul in New York. 

Mr. Aleksander Rudzinski, Legal Adviser 
of the Permanent Delegation to the United 
Nations. 

Advisers 

Mr. Jerzy Panski. 
Mr. Josef Stawski. 

SAUDI ARABIA 

Representatives 

H.R.H. Prince Faisal Al-Saud, Viceroy of 
Hejaz, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Chairman 
of delegation. 

P-EROU 

Representant 
S.E. Carlos Holguin de- Lavalle, Ambassa­
deur extraordinaire et plenipotentiaire, Re­
presentant permanent aupres de !'Organisa­
tion des Nations Unies, Chef de la delegation. 

Suppleant 

Le Dr Alberto So to de la J ara, Premier 
Secretaire d'Ambassade a Ottawa .. 

Conseiller 
Le Dr Jose Antonio Encinas, Secretaire a la 
del€~gation permanente aupres de l'Organisa,­
tion des Nations Unies. 

Secretaire 
M. Jorge Benavides, Secretaire a la delega­
tion permanente aupres de !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies. 

PHILIPPINES 

Representants 
S.E. le general· Carlos P. Romulo, Ambas­
sadeur extraordinaire et plenipotentiaire, Re­
presentant permanent aupres de !'Organisa­
tion des Nations Unies, Chef de la delegation. 
M. Vicente J. Francisco, Senateur. 

Suppleants 
M. Salvador P. L6pez, Mission aupres de 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies. 
Le juge Jose Ingles, Mission au pres de !'Or­
ganisation des Nations Unies. 
M. Renato Constantino, Secretaire executif 
a la mission aupres de !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies. 
Le commandant Antonio Chanco, Attache 
militaire ala Mission aupres de !'Organisation 
des Nations Unies. 
Le commandant Patricio R. Monzon. 

PoLOGNE 

Representant 

M. Juliusz Katz-Suchy, Envoye extraordi­
naire et Ministre plenipotentiaire, Represen­
tant permanent aupres de !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies, Chef de la delegation. 

Suppleants 
M. Tadeusz Kassern, Consul a New-York. 
M. Aleksander Rudzinski, Conseiller juri­
clique a la delegation permanente aupres de 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies. 

Conseillers 

M. J erzy Panski. 
M. Josef Stawski. 

ARABIE SAOUDITE 

Representants 

S.A.R. le prince Faisal Al-Saoud, vice-roi 
du Hedjaz, Ministre des Affaires etrangeres, 
Chef de la delegation. 
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H.E. Sheikh Hafiz Wahba, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary at London. 
Sheikh Asad Al-Faqih, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary at Washington. 

Sheikh Ebrahim Sulaiman, Minister Pleni­
potentiary. 
Sheikh Ali A. Alireza, Minister Plenipoten­
tiary. 

Advisers 

Mr. Ahmed J abbar. 
Mr. Jamil M. Baroody. 
Mr. Shahir Dahir. 
Mr. Aouney W. Dajani. 

SIAM 

Representative 

H.R.H. Prince Wan~Waithayakpn, Ambassa­
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary at 
Washington, Chairman of delegation. 

Secretary 

Dr. Manu Amatayakul, Secretary of Embassy 
at Washington. 

SWEDEN 

Representative 
Mr. Gunnar Hagglof, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary, Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations, Chair­
man of delegation. 

Alternate Representative 

Mr. Sverker Astrom, First Secretary of Em­
bassy at Washington. 

Secretary 

Mr. Claes I. Wollin, Secretary of the Per­
manent Delegation to' the United Nations. 

SYRIA 

Representative 
H.E. Faris Bey El-Khouri, Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations, Chair­
man of delegation. 

Alternate· Representative 
Mr. Rafik Asha, Consul General in New York. 

Advisers 

Dr. Ahmad Fuad El-Aadly,. Adviser to the 
Permanent Delegation to the United Nations. 

Mr. Najmuddin Rifai, Adviser to the Perma­
nent Delegation to the United Nations. 

TURKEY 

Representative 

H.E. Mr. Selim · Sarper, Ambassador, Per­
. manent Representative to the United Nations, 
Chairman of delegation. 

S.E. le cheikh Hafiz Wahba, Ambassadeur 
extraordinaire et plenipotentiaire a Londres. 
Le cheikh Asad Al-Faqih, Envoye extraordi­
naire et Ministre plenipotentiaire a Washing­
ton. 
Le cheikh Ebrahim Sulaiman, Ministre pleni­
potentiaire. 
Le cheikh Ali A. Alireza, Ministre plenipo­
tentiaire. 

Conseillers 

M. Ahmed Jabbar. 
M. Jamil M. Baroody. 
M. Shahir Dahir. 
M. Aouney W. Dajani. 

SIAM 

Representant 
S.A.R. le prince Wan Waithayakon, Ambas­
sadeur extraordinaire et plenipotentiaire a 
Washington, Chef de la delegation. 

Secretaire 
Le Dr. Manu Amatayakul, Secretaire d'Am­
bassade a Washington. 

SUEDE 

Representant 
M. Gunnar Hagglof, Envoye extraordinaire 
et · Ministre plenipotentiaire, Representant 
permanent aupres de !'Organisation des Na­
tions Unies, Chef de la delegation. 

Suppleant 
M. Sverker Astrom, Premier Secretaire d'Am­
bassade a Washington. 

Secretaire 

M. Claes I. Wollin, Secretaire a la delegation 
permanente aupres · de !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies. 

SYRIE 

Representant 
S.E. Faris Bey El-Khouri, Representant 
permanent aupres de !'Organisation des Na­
tions Unies, Chef de la delegation. 

Suppleant 

M. Rafik Asha, Consul general a New-York. 

Conseillers 

Le Dr Ahmad Fuad El-Aadly, Conseiller a 
la delegation permanente aupres de !'Organi­
sation des Nations Unies. 
M. Najmuddin Rifai, Conseiller a la dele­
gation permanente aupres de !'Organisation 
des Nations Unies. 

TURQUIE 

Representant 

S.E. Selim Sarper, Ambassadeur, Represen­
tant permanent aupres de !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies, Chef de la delegation. 
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Secretary 
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H.E. U So Nyun; Ambassador Extra­
. ordinary and Plenipotentiary at Washington, 
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Assistants 
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Chairman of delegation. 

Alternate Representative 

Mr. Seymour Jacklin, Alternate Represent­
ative to the United Nations. 

Advisers 
Mr. W. Dirkse van Schalkwyk, First Secretary 
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delegation. 
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Mr. Brand G. Fourie, Secretary of the Per­
manent Delegation to the United Nations. 
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Representatives 

H.E. Mr. Andrei A. Gromyko, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Deputy 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations, Chair-
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H.E. the Right Honourable Sir Alexander 
Cadogan, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., Permanent Re­
presentative to the United Nations. 

Advisers 

Mr. V. G. Lawford, M.V.O., Counsellorofthe 
Permanent Delegation to the United Nations. 
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of Embassy at Washington. 
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Permanent Delegation to the United Nations. 
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Nations. 
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Membres 
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OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND ITS COMMITTEES 

BUREAUX DE L 'ASSEMBLIEIE GENERAL£ ET DES COMMISS,ON$ 

PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL AssEMBLY 

Dr. Jose Arce (Argentina). 

VICE-PRESIDENTS oF THE GENERAL AssEMBLY 

The heads of the delegations of the following 
countries: France, Peru, Sweden, Turkey, Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom, 
United States of America. 

Chairman 

FIRST COMMITTEE 

(Political and Security) 

Mr. T. F. Tsiang (China). 

Vice-Chairman . 
Mr. Juliusz Katz-Suchy (Poland). 

Rapporteur 
Mr. Finn Moe (Norway). 

Chairman 

SECOND CoMMITTEE1 

(Economic and Financial) 

Mr. Eduardo Anze Matiehzo (Bolivia). 

THIRD COMMITTEE1 

(Social, Humanitarian and Cultural) 

Chairman 
Mr. Carlos Garda Bauer (Guatemala). 

Chairman 

FOURTH COMMITTEE1 

(Trusteeship) 

Sir Carl Berendsen (New Zealand). 

FIFTH COMMITTEE1 

(Administrative and Budgetary) 

Chairman 
Mr. Joza Vilfan (Yugoslavia). 

·Chairman 

SIXTH COMMITTEE1 

(Legal) 

Mr. Nasrollah Entezam (Iran). 

GENERAL COMMITTEE 

The Gen'eral Committee was constituted as 
follows: 

·(a) The President of the General Assembly as 
Chairman; 

---
1 Since no agenda items were allocated to this Commit-

tee, neither a Vice-Chairman nor a Rapporteur was elected. 

PRESIDENT DE L' AssEMBLEE GENERALE 

Le Dr Jose Arce (Argentine). 

VICE-PRESIDENTS DE L'AssEMBLEE GENERALE 

Les chefs des delegations des P<l.Y~ s1,1iva.nt~; 
France, Perou, Suede,. Turquie, Union· ¢es Re­
publiques socialistes sovietiques, Royaitme- Uni, 
Etats- U ttis d' Amerique. 

PREMIERE COMMISSION 

(Questions politiques et de securite) 

President 
M. T. F. Tsiang (Chine). 

Vice-President 
M. Juliusz Katz-Suchy (Pologne). 

Rapporteur 
M. Finn Moe (Norvege). 

DEUXIEME CoMMISSION1 

(Questions economiques et financieres) 

President 
M. Eduardo Anze Matienzo (Bolivie). 

TROISIEME CoMM;ISSION1 

(Questions sociales, humanitaires et culturell~s) 

President 
M. Carlos Garda Bauer (Guatemala). 

President 

·QUA'fR.I~ME CoMMISSION1 

(Tutelle) 

Sir Carl Berendsen (Nouvelle-Zelailde). 

CINQUIEME 0JMMISSION1 

(Questions administratives et budgetaires) 

President 
M. Joza Vilfan (Yougoslavie). 

-
President 

SIXIEME CoMMISSION1 

(Questions juridiques), 

M. Nasrollah Entezam (Iran) .. 

BUREAU 

Le Bureau de I' Assemblee generale est cons­
titue de Ia inaniere suivante: 

a) Le President de l'Assemblee generale; 

1 Aucun point de l'ordi"e du jour n'ayant the renvoye 
a cette Commission, elle n'a elu ni Vice-President ni 
Rap~orteur. 
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(b) The seven Vict::-Presid~nts of the General 
Assembly; 

(c) The Chairmen of the six Main Com­
mittees of the General Assembly. 

CREDENTIALs CoMMITTEE 

The Credentials Committee was constituted 
as follows: 

The delegations of Belgium, Dominican Repub­
lic, Egypt, India, Mexico, Netherlands, Pakistan, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, and Uru­
guay, with the repres(!ntative of Belgium as 
Chairman. 

q) Les sept Vice-:fre~i(}ents elus par l'Assem­
blee generale; 

c) Les Presidents des six grandes commissions 
de l'Assemblee genera~e. 

COMMISSION DE VERIFICATION DES POUVOIRS 

La Commission . de verification des pouvoirs 
est constituee de 1a maniere suivante: 

Les delegations de la Belgique, de la Repu­
blique Dominicaine, de 1'Egypte, de 1' Inde, du 
Mexique, des Pays-Bas, du Pakistan, de la 
Republique socialiste sovieti~'l{-e d' U~rCfin,,e et d~ 
1' Uruguay. Le representant de Ia Belgique 
assure la presidence. 

SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS SECRETAIRE GENERAL DES NATIONS UNIES 

Mr. Trygve Lie. M. Trygv.e Lie. 
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AGENDA OF THE GENERAL ASSEMB'-Y 
. Second special session 

ORDRE DU JOUR DE L 'ASSEMBLE£ GENERAL£ 
Deuxieme session exh'aordinaire 

1. Opening of the sessi~n by the Chairman of 
the delegation of Brazil. 

2. Election and report of the Credentials Com­
mittee. 

3., Election of the President. 

4. Organization of the session. 

5. Adoption of the agenda. 

6. Application of the Union . of Burma for 
membership in the United Nations. 

. 1. Further consideration of the question of the 
future government of Palestine. 

Hundred and thirty-first plenary meeting, 

19 April1948 

L Ouverture de Ia session par le President de Ia 
delegation du Bresil. 

2. Election et rapport de Ia Commission de 
verification des pouvoirs. 

3. Election du President. 

4. Organisation de Ia session. 

5. Adoption de ~'ordre du jour. 

6. Demande d'admissiori de !'Union birmane a 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies . 

7. Poursuite de l'examen de Ia question du gou­
vernement futur de Ia Palestine. 

Cent-trente et unieme seance pteniere, 

le 19 avril1948. 
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HUNDRED AND TWE~n:Y-NINTH 
PLENARY MEETING 

Held at Flushing Meadow, New York, on 
Friday, 16 April1948, at 11 a.m. 

Temporary President: Mr. J: C. MuNIZ 
(Brazil). 

President: Dr. J. ARCE (Argentina). 

1. Tribute to the memory of Dr. Manuel 
Rq)XCIIS 

After formally opening the second special 
session of the General Assembly, the TEMPORARY 
PRESIDENT asked those present to stand in 
tribute to the memory of Dr. Manuel Roxas, 
President of the Philippines, whose death had 
been announced. He wished to express the 
Assembly's sympathy with the Philippine nation 
in its national loss. 

2. Opening address by Mli'. MI!Jinix, Chair­
man of the Braxilian delega~ion 

The TEMPOR'ARY PRESIDENT stated that the 
importance of the question with which the spe­
cial session of the Assembly was to deal could 
not be over-emphasized. The United Nations 
had 'been established to maintain peace and 
security. It now faced decisions involving the 
very principles on the basis of which it had been 
established. Its prestige had suffered rude shocks 
and the hopes founded upon it were now fraught 
with doubt and misgiving. The world saw with 
horror a deepening antagonism between nations. 

In such an atmosphere the Assembly was 
called upon for the third time within a year to 
consider the distressing problem of Palestine. 
The picture could hardly be more sombre, yet 
it must be remembered that the night was 
always darkest before the dawn. The greater 
the obstacles, the greater must be the efforts to 
overcome them. Humanity had been able to 
withstand adversity and even to survive cata­
clysms only when reason had triumphed over the 
forces of nature. The Assembly must not lose 
sight of the purpose of the United Nations, 
which was to prepare the way for the unity 
of mankind. Even failures could provide an 
impetus to greater striving towards that goal. 

The first condition precedent to a successful 
solution of the Palestine question was the full 
assent of both Jews and Arabs to the truce pro­
posed. by the Security Council (document 
S/722) .. He earnestly hoped that the Jews and 

1 

CE~T. VINGT -NEUVIEME SEANCE · 
PlEN~ERE 

Tenue a Flushing Meadow, New- York, le 
. vendredi 16 avril1948, a 11 heures. 

President provisoire: M. J.-C. MUNIZ (Bresil). 

President: Le Dr J. ARCE (Argentine). 

1. Hommage rendu a Ia memoire de 
M. Mi!!nuel Roxas 

Apres avoir declare ouverte la deuxieme 
session extraordinaire de I'Assemblee generale, 
le PRESIDENT PROVISOIRE demande aux repre­
sentants de bien vouloir se lever pour rendre 
hommage a Ia memoire de M. MANUEL RoXAS, 
President des Philippines,· dont Ia mort vient 
d'etre annoncee. II se fait l'interprete de Ia 
sympathie qu'eprouve l'Assemblee pour le 
peuple des Philippines dans sa grande perte. 

!£. Dis~ours d'ouverture de Ia session pro­
nornce par M. Muniz, chef de Ia dele­
gation dtB Bresil 

Le PRESIDENT PROVISOIRE declare qu'il serait 
difficile d'exagerer !'importance de la question 
qu'aura a traiter I'Assemblee au cours de sa 
s~ssion extraordinaire. L'Organisation des 
Nations Unies a ete etablie pour maintenir Ia 
paix et la securite; elle se trouve maintenant de­
voir prendre des decisions qui mettent en jeu 
les principes memes sur lesquels elle a ete fondee. 
Son prestige a re~u de rudes coups; les espoirs 
que !'on avait places en elle sont maintenant 
meles de doutes et de craintes. Le monde voit 
avec un sentiment d'horreur s'aggraver l'anta­
gonisme entre Ies nations. 

' 
C'est dans cette atmosphere que I'Assemblee 

est convoquee pour la troisieme fois en I'espace 
d'un an pour examiner l'angoissante question 
palestinienne. Le tableau ne pourrait guere etre 
plus sombre. Il faut pourtant se souvenir que 
c'est avant l'aube qu'il fait le plus noir. Plus 
les obstacles sont grands, plus les efforts que 
!'on a a faire pour surmonter ces obstacles doi­
vent etre resolus. L'humanite n'a ete capable de. 
resister a l'adversite et de survivre aux cataclys­
mes que lorsque la raison a triomphe des forces 
de la nature. L'Assemblee ne doit pas perdre 
de vue l'objectif de !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies, qui est de preparer !'union de l'humanite. 
II faut tirer des echecs memes la volonte d'un 
effort redouble pour atteindre cet objectif. 

La premiere condition prealable d'une solu­
tion heureuse de la question palestinienne est 
!'acceptation pleine et entiere, a la fois par les 
J uifs et les Arabes, de la treve proposee par 
le Conseil de securite (document S/722). Le 



Arabs would do. everything possible to. protect 
the City of Jerusalem. That was the earnest de­
sire, not only of the Assembly, but of the whole 
world. 

·Be prayed ·that· the Assembly's work might 
lead to the re-establishment of peace in Pales­
tine as a first .st~p towards world peace which 
was so anxiously desired by all. 

3. Appointment of the Credentials Com­
mittee 

In . accordance with r:ule .24 of the revised 
rules of procedure, the TEMPORARY PRESIDENT 
proposed that the following nine countries should 
be members of the Credentials Committee: 

Belgium, Dominican Republic, Egypt, India, 
Mexico, Netherlands, Pakistan, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic and Uruguay. 

The President's proposal was adopted. 

4. Election of thecPresident 

-The ·TEMPORARY :pRESIDENT announced that 
the General Assembly would proceed to elect its 
President, in accordance with rule 84 of the re­
vised rules of procedure. He asked Mr. Freeman 
(Liberia) and Mr. Snouck Hurgronje (Nether­
lands) to act as tellers. 

On a vote by secret ballot, 53 valid votes were 
cast, a majority of 27 votes thus being required. 

The result of the voting was as follows: 

Number 
of 

votes 

Dr. Arce (Argentina).... . . . . . . . . . . 31 
Mr. Tsiang (China)............... 18 
Sir Carl Berendsen (New Zealand).. 2 

Mr. Freeman (Liberia). . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Mr.· Muniz (Brazil)............... 1 

The TEMPORARY PRESIDENT announced that 
Dr. Arce had been elected, and invited him to 
take the Chair. 

5. Address by the Presid.ent 

The PRESIDENT thanked the Members of the 
General Assembly for the distinction they had 
conferred upon him, which he interpreted chiefly 
as a mark of appreciation of his country's ser­
vices to the United Nations. He fully realized 
the .great responsibility which rested on the 
shoulders ofthe President of the special session 
-that of guiding the debates, the outcome of 
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President. provisoire espere sincerement que les 
J uifs et les 'Arabes · feront ·tout ''leur possible 
pour proteger Ia Ville de jerusalem. C'est la 
le ·profond desir, nowseulement;de'l'AssembMe, 
mais du:monde·entier. 

Le.PRESIDENT PROVISOIRE:expr.ime:le vreu que 
les travaux de I'Assemblee·ameneront le retablis­
sement de la paix en Palestine, premier gage 
d'une paix dans le monde ·a. laquelle toute 
l'humanite aspire si ardemment. · · 

3. Nomination de Ia Commission de vcri­
·:.fication ··descpouvoirs 

Conformement a !'article· 24 .du-reglement- in­
terieur revise, le PRESIDENT PROVISOIRE propose 
comme membres de la Commission .de -verifica- · 
tion des pouvoirs les neuf. pays suivants: 

Belgique, Republique Domnicaine, £gy.pte, 
Inde, Mexique, Pays-Bas, Pakistan, -Republique 
sovietique socialiste d'Ukraine, Uruguay. 

La proposition du President -est adoptee. 

4. !Election du President 

Le PRESIDENT PROVISOIRE annonce:que:l':As­
semblee generale elira main tenant son President, 
conformement a l'ar.tide. 84· du reglement inte­
rieur revise. II -demande a ·M-M. 'Freeman 
(Liberia) et Snouck Hurgronje (Pays-Bas) de 
bien vouloir assurer les fonctions de•scrutateuts. 

Le vote a lieu au scrutin secret; 53 bulletins 
valables sont deposes; la majorite requise est 
done de 27 voix. 

Les resultats du scrutin sont les suivants: 

Nombre 
de 

voix 

Le Dr Arce (Argentine). . . . . . . . . . . 31 
M. Tsiang (Chine). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
Sir Carl Berendsen (Nouvelle-Ze-
Iande).... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ':2 
M. Freeman (Liberia) .......... , . . 1 
M. Muniz (Bresil)................ 1 

Le PRESIDENT PROVISOIRE annonce ·que -.le 
Dr Arce est elu et ii !'invite a prendre place au 
fauteuil presidentiel. 

5. ,Discours:du President 

Le PRESIDENT remercie les membres de l'As­
semblee generale pour Ia distinction dont il a ete 
!'objet et ou il veut voir surtout un temoignage 
de la satisfaction causee par les services qu'a 
rendus son pays aux Nations 'Unies. II se rend 
pleinement compte de la lourde -responsabilite 
qui va ·peser, au cours de Ia session extraordi- · 
naire, sur Ie President, qui ·devra -diriger des 



which would decide the future fate of Palestine., 
The firm attitude which had been taken by the 
Argentine delegation in the matter wq,s known · 

. to the Assembly; but ·from the moment of his 
election he pledged himself to maintain impar­
tiality and dedicated himself to a policy of 
harmonizing the various interests engaged and 
of respect for all the opinions expressed during 
the discussion. · He hoped that thus ultimate 
agreement might be reached. 

It would surprise no one to hear him once 
again call on Arabs and Jews to reach agree­
ment. Had they done so earlier, the present 
session might not have been necessary. Instead 
they had preferred to fight, to kill each other, 
and to destroy much that was essential for the 
progress and welfare of Palestine. Nevertheless, 
·he thought there was still time to reach an 
understanding. The best plan the Assembly 
could adopt would still be of less value than any 
agreement which· the parties themselves might 
reach, and the Assembly should endeavour to 
lead the way to such an agreement an<;l to faci­
litate a satisfactory solution. A time might come 
when the political interests of the great Powers 
might oblige both Arabs and Jews in the future 
to regret their present unwillingness to reach 
a direct agreement. 

The world was in a state of tension; there 
were nations whose conduct compromised the 
future of the United Nations, which was indis­
pensable to collective security and world peace. 
Those who believed in the Organization should 
defend it. For that purpose the provisions of the 
Charter should be strictly adhered to, and one 
way to do that was to amend the Charter when 
it proved to be inadequate. It should be im­
proved according to legal methods; that would 
show respect for it -and would prevent destruc­
tive attacks upon it. 

The present world situation required decisions, 
not speeches. Tolerance should be shown for the 
expression of all points of view, but there could 
be no tolerance for any attitude which tended 
to destroy harmony or obstruct the functions of 
the organization. If the spirit which had created 
the United Nations no longer inspired the con­
duct of Member States, it would be better to 
admit it and to take measures to meet the new· 
situation. Nothing need prevent the peoples 
from living in peace if they were prepared to 
respect each others' rights. In former times, wars 
had sometimes helped to advance civilization, 
but at the present day any peace, if carried out 
in good faith, would do more than any war for 
the progress of the peoples and of civilization. 
Any war waged with atomic weapons and 
modern technique would be a war of extermina-
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debats dont !'issue decidera de l'avenir de la 
Palestine. L'Assemblee conna1t bien Ia ferme 
position qu'a grrise, sur cette question, Ia dele­
gation de !'Argentine; le Dr Arce declare qu'il 
s'engage, maintenant qu'il est elu President, 
a demeurer impartial et a se consacrer a une 
politique de conciliation_ des divers interets en 
jeu et de respect pour toutes les opinions qui 
seront exprimees au cours de la discussion. II 
espere qu'il sera ainsi possible de parvenir fina­
lement a un accord. 

Personne, poursuit le President, n'eprouvera 
de surprise en l'entendant inviter une fois de 
plus les Arabes et les Juifs a se mettre d'accord. 
S'ils l'avaient fait plus· tOt, il n'aurait peut­
etre pas ete necessaire de convoquer la presente 
session. Mais ils ont prefere se battre, s'exter­
miner, detruire une grande partie des richesses 
essentielles au progres et au bien-etre de la Pales­
tine. Le President estime neanmoins qu'il n'est 
pas trop tard pour parvenir a un accord. Le 
meilleur plan que l'Assemblee pourrait adopter 
serait ·loin de valoir un accord conclu par les 
parties elles-memes. L'Assemblee doit s'efforcer 
de montrer la voie a suivre pour un tel accord et 
de faciliter la recherche d'une solution satisfai­
sante. Un jour peut venir ou les interets poli­
tiques des grandes Puissances pourraient faire 
regretter aux J uifs c9mme aux Arabes leur pre­
sente repugnance a parvenir a un accord direct. 

Le monde est dans un etat de tension; la.con~ 
duite de certaines nations compromet l'avenir de 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies, pourtant si 
indispensable ala securite collective eta la paix 
du monde. Ceux qui croient en !'Organisation 
doivent la defendre. A cette fin, on doit s'en 
tenir strictement aux di~positions de Ia Charte; 
une . des methodes pour ce faire consiste a 
amender Ia Charte lorsqu'on y decouvre des in­
suffisances, II faut l'ameliorer par des methodes 
legales; ce serait lui montrer du respect et pre­
venir les attaques destructives qui sont dirigees 
e'en tre ell e. 

La situation actuelle exige des decisions et 
non des discours. II faut faire preuve de tole­
rance envers tous les points de vue, mais il ne 
peut y avoir aucune tolerance pour une attitude 
qui tend a detruire l'harmonie ou mettre 
obstacle au fonctionnement de !'Organisation. 
Si !'esprit qui a permis de creer !'Organisation 
des Nations Unies n'inspire plus la conduite de 
ses Membres, il vaut mieux le reconna1tre et 
prendre des mesures pour faire face a cette situa­
tion nouvelle. Rien ne doit empecher les peuples 
de vivre en paix s'ils sont disposes a respecter 
les droits les uns des autres. Les guerres ont, 
jadis, parfois contribue au. progres de Ia civili­
sation, mais, de nos jour, n'importe quel ar­
rangement pa,cifique, s'il .est execute de bonne 
foi, fera plus~ que n'import~ queUe guerre pour 
le progres des peuples et de la civilisation. Toute 



tion. The great Powers already had too many 
preoccupations within their own frontier~ to 
need to go beyond those frontiers in search of 
uncertain triumphs which would bring nothing 
but misery both to victors and vanquished. Let 
them show the world that political power and 
military force were not incompatible with right 
and justice. When great Powers sought to domi­
nate the world, sooner or later the world brought 
them back to a sense of reality, even though it 
had to be through the carnage of the battle­
field and the ruins of devastated cities. 

The President appealed to the Members of 
the General Assembly to find a solution to the 
problem of Palestine and to work together. for 
peace. 

Turning to matters of procedure, the President 
suggested that the example of the first special 
session should be followed, subject to some slight 
changes imposed by the new rules of procedure 
(document A/520). He therefore proposed to 
adjourn the plenary meeting in order that the 
six Main Committees might elect their chair­
men, after which the General Assembly would 
re-convene and elect the seven Vice-Presidents. 

· The meeting rose at 12.30 p.m. 

HUNDRED AND THIRTIETH PLENARY 
MEETING 

Held at Flushing Meadow, New York, on 
Friday, 16 April1948, at 4.15 p.m. · 

President: Dr. J. ARCE (Argentina). 

6. Chairmen of the Main Committees 

The PRESIDENT announced that the Chairmen 
of the six Main Committees had been elected as 
follows: 

First Committee: Mr. Tsiimg (China) 
Second Committee: Mr. Anze Matienzo 

(Bolivia) 
Third Committee: Mr. Garda Bauer (Guate-

m~~ , 
.Fourth Committee: Sir Carl Berendsen (New 

Zealand) . 
Fifth Committee: Mr. Vilfan (Yugoslavia) 

Sixth Committee: Mr. Entezam (Iran) 

7. Election c·f the Vice-Presidents of the 
General Assembly 

A vote for the election of seven Vice-Presi­
dents of the General Assembly was taken by secret 
ballot. 
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guerre ou l'on utiliserait Ia technique moderne 
et les armes atomiques serait une guerre d'ex­
termination. Les grandes Puissances ont deja 
assez de preoccupations sur leur propre terri­
toire pour se dispenser d'aller, au dehors de 
le]lrS frontieres, a Ia recherche de triomphe:S in­
certains qui ne causeraient que malheur tant au 
vainqueur qu'au vaincu. C'est a elles qu'il ap­
partient de demontrer au monde que Ia puis­
sance politique et Ia force militaire ne sont pas 
inconciliables avec Ie droit et Ia justice. Lorsque 
des grandes Puissances ont recherche a dominer 
Ie monde, le monae Ies a, tot ou tard, ramenees 
a Ia raison, m@me .au prix d'une hecatombe 
sur un champ de bataille et de Ia ruine de villes 
devastees. 

Le PRESIDENT adresse un pressant appel aux · 
membres de l'Assemblee generale pour qu'ils 
trouvent une solution au probleme palestinien­
et travaillent d'un commun accord pour Ia paix. 

Passant ensuite aux questions de procedure, 
Ie President suggere que l'on suive les precedents 
etablis par Ia premiere session extraordinaire, 
sous reserve de quelques modifications de detail 
resultant du nouveau reglement interieur (do­
cument A/520). II propose done d'ajourner Ia 
seance pleniere afin de permettre aux six grandes 
Commissions d 'elire leurs Presidents, a pres q uoi 
l'Assemblee generale se reunira de nouveau pour 
elire les sept Vice-Presidents. 

La seance est levee a 12 ·h. 30. 

CENT w TRENTBEME SEANCE PLIENIERE 

Tenue a Flushing Meadow, New- York, le ven-. 
dredi 16 avril1948, a 16 h. 15. 

President: Le Dr J. ARCE (Argentine). 

6. Presidents des grandes Commissions 

, Le PRESIDENT annonce que les Presidents des 
six grandes Commissions ont ete elus et son ties 
suivants: 

Premiere Commission: M. Tsiang (Chine) 
Deuxieme Commission: M. Anze Matienzo 

(Bolivie) 
Troisieme Commission: M. Garda Bauer 

(Guatemala) 
Quatrieme Commission: Sir Carl Berendsen 

(Nouve1le-Zelande) . 
Cinquieme Commission: M. Vilfan (Y ougo­

slavie) 
Sixieme Commi~sion: M. Entezam (Iran) 

7. Eledicn des Vice-Presidents de I'Assem­
blee seneraie 

On pro.cede a un vote au scrutin secret pour 
l'election des· sept Vice-Presidents de l'Assem­
blee generate. 



The representatives of the following countries 
were elected: 

United States of America 
France 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
United Kingdom 
Sweden 
Turkey 
Peru 

8. Coautitution of the General Committee 

The PRESIDENT stated that, with the election 
of the seven Vice-Presidents and of the Chair­
men of the six Main Committees, the General 
Committee had been fully constituted: 

9. Repoll't of the CredenQials Committee 

The PRESIDENT invited the Rapporteur of the 
Credentials Committee to present its report. 

Mr. Vos (Belgium), Rapporteur of the Cre­
dentials Committee, stated that the Committee, 
composed of the representatives of Belgium, the 
Dominican Republic, Egypt, India, Mexico, 
Netherlands, Pakistan, the Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic and Uruguay, had examined 
the credentials of the representatives of fifty­
six Member States. The representative of 
Paraguay had submitted no credentials. The 
credentials of the representatives of Argentina, 
Belgium, Costa Rica, Czechoslovakia, Guate­
mala, Honduras, Iraq, Luxembourg, Mexico, 
Sweden, Turkey, the United Kingdom and 
Yugoslavia fully satisfied the provisions of rule 
23 of the rules of procedure of the General 
Assembly. The remaining forty-three Govern­
ments had submitted provisional credentials for 
their representatives. Pending a subsequent 
examination of the credentials of those repre­
sentatives, the Committee suggested that they 
should be permitted to sit with the same rights 
as the other representatives. 

The report of the Credentials Committee was 
approved. 

10. Provisiornal agenda ·for the seco6'lld 
special session 

Mr. RoDRiGUEZ F ABREGAT (Uruguay) en­
quired whether the Security Council had issued 
any documents explaining its reasons for the 
convocation of a special session of the General 
Assembly. 
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Sont elus les representants des pays suivants: 

Etats-Unis d'Amerique 
France · 
Union des Republiques socialistes sovietiques 
Royaume-Uni 
Suede 
Turquie 
Perou 

8. Consti!utien du Bureau 

Le PRESIDENT annonce que, a la suite de 
!'election des sept Vice-Presidents de l'Assemblee 
generale et des Presidents des six grandes Com­
missions, le Bureau se trouve entierement cons­
titue. 

9. Rapport d~ ia Commission de verification 
des pouvoirs 

Le PRESIDENT invite le Rapporteur de la 
Commission de verification des pouvoirs a pre­
senter son rapport. 

M. Vos (Belgique), Rapporteur de la Com­
mission de verification des pouvoirs, declare que 
la Commission composee des representants de 
la Belgique, de la Republique Dominicaine, de 
l'Egypte, de l'Inde, du Mexique, des Pays-Bas, 
du Pakistan, de la }\epublique socialiste sovie­
tique d'Ukraine et de !'Uruguay, a examine les 
pouvoirs des representants de cinquante-six 
Etats Membres. Le representant du Paraguay 
n'a pas presente de pouvoirs. Les pouvoirs des 
representants de !'Argentine, de la Belgique, du 
Costa-Rica, de la Tchecoslovaquie, du Guate­
mala, du Honduras, de l'Jrak, du Luxembourg, 
du Mexique, de la' Suede, de la Turquie, du 
Royaume-Uni et de la Yciugoslavie sont con­
formes aux dispositions de !'article 23 du regle­
ment interieur de l'Assemblee generale. Les re­
presentants des quarante-trois autres Gouverne­
ments n'ont presente que des pouvoirs provi­
soires. En attendant de proceder a un nouvel 
examen des pouvoirs de ces representants, la 
Commission propose que ceux-ci soient autorises 
a sieger eta jouir des memes droits que les autres 
represen tan ts. 

Le rapport de la Commission de verification 
des pouvoirs est approuve. 

10. Ordre du jour provisoire de Ia deuxieme 
session elttraordinaire 

M. RoDRiGUEZ F ABREGAT (Uruguay) de- ' 
mande si le Conseil de securite a fait paraitre 
des documents expliquant les raisons pour les­
quelles il a convoque une deuxieme session ex­
traordinaire de l'Assemblee generale. 



The PRESIDENT replied that document A/530 
had been submitted to the General Assembly, 
and although he was not prepared to go into 
its contents now, the document would be con­
sidered by the General Committee in connexion 
with the examination of the provisional agenda. 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ F ABREGAT (Uruguay) stated. 
that he realized that debate on agenda items 
would begin as soon as· the General Committee 
had presented its views to the Assembly. It had, 
however, been customary in the past to inform 
Members in advance of the items which might 
appear on the agenda, and it would have been 
highly useful and logical if the Security Council 
had submitted some report or statement explain­
ing its reasons for the convocation of a special 
sesston. 

The General Assembly had entrusted a task to 
the Security Council through resolution 181 
(II) of 29 November. If the Security Council 

. had to convene a special session to reconsider 
a matter on which the General Assembly had 
taken a decision after careful consideration dur­
ing its last two sessions, the Council should have 
informed the Assembly of any new facts justify­
ing a special session. 

The PRESIDENT thought that the proper time 
for bringing up the matter would have been after 
the General Committee had presented to the 
General Assembly its recommendations concern­
ing the agenda. However, it was a well-known 
fact that the Security Council had requested the 
Secretary-General to convene a special session 
of the General Assembly on account of its own 
inability to reach a decision on the problem re­
ferred to it by the Assembly. 

The meeting rose at· 6 p.m. 

HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIRST MEIE'lriNG 

Held at Flushing Meadow, New York, on 
Monday, 19 April 1948; at 10.30 a.m. 

President: Dr. ]. ARCE (Argentina). 

11. Supp~emen~ary ~ist for llhe second sp12:cial 
session: RepcrQ o~ the General Com­
mittee (document A/537) 

The PRESIDENT proposed that rec'ommenda­
tions 2 and 4 of the report of the General Com­
mittee, relating to the application of the Union 
of Burma for membership in the United Nations 

Le PRESIDENT repond que le document A/530 
a ete transmis a l'Assemblee generale et que ce 
document, dont il n'envisage pas d'examiner ·te 
contenu tout de suite, fera !'objet d'un examen 
par le Bureau au moment de l'examen de I'ordre 
du jour provisoire. 

M. RoDRiGUEZ F ABREGAT (Uruguay) declare 
qu'il se rend compte que la discussion de l'ordre 
du jour commencera des que le Bureau aura 
presente ses vues a l'Assemblee. Toutefois, il a 
toujours ete d'usage, dans le passe, d'informer' 
a l'avance Ies Membres des points susceptibles 
d'etre inscrits a l'ordre du jour. II efit ete fort 
utile et logique que le Conseil de securite souml:t 
un rapport ou fit une declaration quelconque 
pour expliquer les raisons de la convocation 
d'une session extraordinaire .. 

Par sa resolution 181 (II) du 29 novembre 
1947, l'As~emblee a charge le Conseil de securite 
de s'acquitter d'une tache. Si le Conseil de 
securite devait convoquer une session extraordi­
naire afin de reexaminer une question sur la­
quelle I'Assemblee generale s'etait prononcee 
apres lui avoir consacre une etude approfondie 
pendant ses deux dernieres sessions, le Conseil 
aurait dfi informer l'Assemblee des faits nou­
veaux qui justifient une session extraordinaire. 
En !'absence de faits nouveaux, il aurait dfi 
donner les raisons de la convocation de la 
deuxieme session speciale. 

Le PRESIDENT estime que cette question n'au­
rait dfi etre soulevee qu'apres que le Bureau aura 
presente ses recommandations a I'Assemblee en 
ce qui concerne l'ordre du jour. Comme tout Ie 
monde le sait, pourtant, Ie Conseil de securite 
a invite le Secretaire general a convoquer une 
session extraordinaire de I' Assemblee generale 
parce qu'il s'est trouve dans I'impossibilite 
d'aboutir a une decision au sujet du probleme 
que l'Assemblee lui a renvoye. 

La seance est levee a 18 heures. 

CENT-TRIENTE II!T UNIEME SEANCE 
PLENIERE 

Tenue a Flushing Meadow, New-York, le lundi 
19 avril1948, a 10 h. 30. 

President: Le Dr]. ARCE (Argentine). 

11. Liste SUIPPieme!'Utaire de questions a 
h'11Scrire a l'ordre du jour de Ia de&Jmieme 
session extraordinaire: rapport du Bu­
reau (dlcu::umenQ A/537) 

Le PRESIDENT propose que les recommanda­
tions 2 et 4 du rapport du Bureau, qui ont trait 
a la demande d'admission de !'Union birmane 
a !'Organisation des Nations Unies, figurant sur 



which was on the supplementary list, should be 
. considered before recommendations 1 and ~· 

The supplementary list was approved by 45 
votes, with none against and no abstentions, and 
the Assembly decided to consider the application 

·in plenary meeting" without reference to a com­
. mittee. 

12. A!l'plication of the Ull'llioli'll of Burma fGr 
membership in the U11sted N.mtiol'!ls 
(document A/533) 

Mr. PILLAI (India) stated, on behalf of the 
Government of India, that he was pleased to 
support the application of the Union of Burma 
for membership in the United Nations. Through­
out the course of history, India and Burma had 
been closely linked, not so much by economic 
and political interests as by spiritual and cul­
tural affinities. Two thousand years ago, Burma 
had adopted the teachings of Gautama Buddha, 
India's greatest son, .and the· pursuit of peace 
and righteousness had bound the two peoples in 
the closest spiritual community. The fact that 
during the period of British rule the two coun­
tries had been urider the same political and 
administrative system and had been associated 
in the struggle for political emancipation had led 
to a closer union. · 

When India had attained its independence, 
Burma had been the first to rejoice, and India, 
which regarded its independence as only the first · 
step towards the political emancipation of the 
other countries of Asia, had been equally de­
lighted when Burma had attained that status. 

After speaking of the charm, hospitality and 
kindliness of the Burmese people, Mr. Pillai 
emphasized the indomitable spirit they had 
manifested during the war when the whole of 
Burma had been a battlefield. 

As a peace-loving nation, whose earnest desire 
was to seek .the realization of pacific ideals, 
Burma, which had declared its readiness to 
accept the obligations of membership in the 
United Nations, fulfilled all the conditions for 
admission, as was evident from the unanimous 
approval by the Security Council of its applica­
tion for membership. 

India had no doubt that,an era of peace and 
- progress lay before Burma which would have a 
valuable contribution to make to the progress 
and stability of Asia in general and South East 
Asia in particular. Its strategic position had been 
clearly demonstrated in the last war. Further­
more, it was the chief source of food supplies 
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la liste supplementaire de questions, soient exa­
minees avant les recommandations 1 et 3 . 

La liste supplementaire de questions a inscrire 
a l'ordre du jour est approuvee par 45 voix, sans 
opposition ni abstentions, et l'Assemblee decide 
d' examiner la · demande d' admission en seance 
pleniere, sans renvoi a une commission . 

12. Dema!!ide I!:!J•admnuion de I'Uraicn b!~­
mane au seirn des Naftioris Unoes (docu­
men~ A/533) 

M. PILLAI (Inde) declare au nom de son 
Gouvernement qu'il est tres heureux d'appuyer 
la demande d'admission a !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies formulee par !'Union birmane. 
Au cours de leur histoire, l'Inde et la Birmanie 
ont ete etroitement associees, non point telle­
ment par des interets economiques et politiques 
que par leurs affinites spirituelles et culturelles. 
II y a deux mille ans, la Birmanie a adopte la 
doctrine de Gautama le Bouddha, le plus grand 
des fils de l'Inde; la poursuite .de la paix et la 
rechen~he de la vertu ont uni les deux peuples 
en une intime communaute d'esprit. Le meme 
systeme politique et administratif a regi les deux 
pays alors qu'ils etaient places SOliS l'autorite 
britannique; ils ont lutte ensemble pour leur 
emancipation politique et les liens qui les unis­
saient s'en sont trouves encore resserres. 

Quand l'Inde est parvenue a l'independance, 
la Birmanie a ete la premiere a s'en rejouir; 
l'Inde, qui considere son independance comme 
1~ premier pas vers !'emancipation politique de 
tous les pays d'Asie, a ressenti la ineme joie 
quand la Birmanie est devenue independante a 
son tour. 

Apres avoir parle du charme, de l'hospitalite 
et de l'amenite du peuple birman, M. Pillai fait 
ressortir l'indomptable courage dont les Birmans 
ont fait preuve -au cours de laguerre, quand la 
Birmanie tout entiere est devenue un champ de 
bataille. 

La Birmanieest eprise de paix; elle n'a pas de 
plus cher desir que de manifester ses intentions 
pacifiques; elle a formeUement accepte les obli­
gations qui incombent ·aux Membres de !'Orga­
nisation des Nations Unies; a ces titres, elle 
remplit toutes les conditions stipulees pour !'ad­
mission, .ainsi d'ailleurs qu'en fait foi !'appro­
bation unanime que le Conseil de securite a 
donnee a sa demande d'admission. 

L'Inde croit fermement qu'une ere de paix 
et' de progres s'ouvre pour la Birmanie et que 
son rC>le sera considerable dans le progres et la 
~tabilisation de l'Asie en general et de l'Asie du 
Sud-Est en particulier. La derniere guerre a 
clairement demontre !'importance de sa posi- · 
tion strategique. D'autre part, la Birmanie est 



for India, Malaya and China, and was on the 
main air route between the East and the West. 
It was therefore in the general interests of the 
United Nations to admit Burma to membership, 
and India earnestly hoped that the application 
would be granted by a unanimous vote of the 
General Assembly. 

SiriMohammed ZAFRULLAH KHAN (Pakis­
tan) expressed the great pleasure of the Pakistan 
Government in supporting Burma's application 
for membership. The peace-loving nation of 
Burma was in every respect able and willing to 
discharge the obligations of membership in· the 
United Nations,as laid down in the Charter. Its 
application had received the unanimous support 
of the Security Council and would lno doubt be 
unanimously approved by the General Assembly. 

Sir Zafrullah Khan observed that, during his 
term of office as Minister of Commerce and 
Railways at the time when Burma, India and 
Pakistan had formed a single political unit, he 
had had occasion to visit Burma, and entertained 
the happiest recollections of that hospitable 
country. It was with great satisfaction that he 
had represented Pakistan at the celebration of 
Burmese independence earlier in the present 
year. 

Having{regard to the close ties that had 
always existed between India and Burma and 
now existed between Pakistan and Burma, Sir 
Zafrullah Khan had much pride and pleasure 
in supporting Burma's application for member­
ship. 

Prince WAN WAITHAYAKON (Siam), on be­
half of the Government and people of Siam, 
wholeheartedly supported the application of the 
Union of Burma for admission to the United 
Nations. Siam and Burma were bound together 
by the closest ties of friendship and neighbourly 
relations. Apart from their geographical proxi­
mity, there were ties of kindship and cultural de­
velopment. The Buddhist culture they shared 
was a guarantee of their love of peace, free­
dom and brotherhood. The people of Siam had 
rejoiced to see Burma resume its place among 
the free nations of the world, and its admission 
to the United Nations would be a source of 
great joy to them, for the people of Burma 
would thu~ be able to play their full part in 
the promotion of the peace and prosperity of 
the world, in particular with regard to South 
East Asia. 

In conclusion, Prince Wan Waithayakon ex­
pressed the confident hope that Burma would 
be admitted to the United Nations by the unani­
mous vote of the General Assembly. 
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l'un des principaux fournisseurs de l'Inde, de la 
Malaisie et de Ia Chine en produits alimentaires; 
elle est situee sur Ia principale route aerienp.e 
entre !'Orient et I'Occi,dent. II est done de !'in­
teret general des Nations U ni,es d'admettre ce 
pays au nombre des Membres d~ !'Organisation 
et l'Inde a Ie plus ferme espoir que Ia candida­
ture de la Birmanie sera acceptee par un vote 
unanime de l'Assemblee generale. 

Sir Mohammed ZAFRULLAH KHAN (Pakis- . 
·tan) declare que son Gouvernement a grand 
plaisir a soutenir la candidature de la Birmanie. 
Cette nation pacifique est sous tous les rapports 
capable et desireuse de remplir Ies obligations 
stipulees par Ia Charte des Nations U nies. Sa 
demande a ete approuvee a l'unanimite par le 
Conseil de securite et sera sans doute acceptee, 
a l'unanimite egalement, par l'Assemblee ge­
nerale. 

Sir Zafrullah Khan declare qu'alors qu'il etait 
Ministre du commerce et des chemins de fer 
a un moment ou la Birmanie, l'Inde et le 
Pakistan ne formaient qu'une seule entite poli­
tique, il a eu !'occasion de visiter la Birmanie 
et qu'il a garde le meilleur souvenir de ce pays 
hospitalier. C'estavecjoie q}le, au debut de c~tte 
annee, il a represente le Pakistan aux fetes de 
l'independance birmane. 

En raison des liens etroits qui ont toujours 
uni la Birmanie avec l'Inde, et qui l'unissent 
aujourd'hui avec le Pakistan, l'orateur est heu­
reux et fier d'appuyer sa demande d'admission. 

Le prince WAN WAITHAYAKON (Siam), au 
nom de son Gouvernement et du peuple du 
Siam, donne son chaleureux appui ala demande 
d'admission a l'Organisation des Nations Unies 
presentee par la Birmanie. Le Siam et la Bir­
manie sont etroitement unis par les liens de 
l'amitie et du voisinage. Leurs relations decou­
lent non seulement de leur proximite geographi­
que, mais aussi de leur parente et de leur cul­
ture. La civilisation bouddhique qui leur est 
commune est une garantie, de leur attachement 
a la paix, Ia liberte et Ia fraternite. Le peuple 
siamois a ete heureux de voir Ia Birmanie re­
prendre sa place parmi les nations libres du 
monde et se rejouira de son admission a !'Orga­
nisation des Nations Unies, carle peuple birman 
sera ainsi en mesure de jouer le rCile qui lui 
revient dans la poursuite de la paix et de la 
prosperite mondiales, particulierement en ce qui 
concerne l'Asie du Sud-Est. 

En terminant, l'orateur exprime le ferme 
espoir que la Birmanie sera admise par un vote 
unanime de l'Assemblee generale. 



The PRESIDENT ·moved the following draft ' 
resolution: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Taking note of the application for member­
ship submitted to the United Nations by the 
Union of Burma, and of the recommendation 
of the Security' Council (document A/533) that 
the Assembly admit the Union of Burma to 
membership, 

"Decides to admit the Union of Burma as a 
Member of the United Nations." 

The resolution was unanimously adopted by 
55 votes. 

The PRESIDENT, welcoming the Union of 
Burma in the name of all the Members of the 
General Assembly, expressed his confidence that 
the admission of Burma to the United Nations 
would strengthen the position of the Asiatic con­
tinent and would be a valuable contribution to 
the future work of the Organization. 

U So-NYUNG (Union of Burma) expressed 
his appreciation of the speeches which had been 
made in support of Burma's application for 
membership, and of the references to the cultural 
and other ties which bound his country to its 
great neighbours. 

In the present gloomy situation, the admission 
of Burma to the United Nations represented that 
spirit of good-will which the nations of the world 
were still able and willing to express, a spirit 
which he hoped would be extended to other 
spheres and other issues fraught with so many 
potentialities for the promotion or retardation of 
the progress of mankind. 

It was most auspicious that Burma, so soon 
after its re-emergence as an independent nation, 
should be given the opportunity to contribute its 
share to the cause of world peace. 

13. Prrcvisional agenda for the seccnd special 
SElSSICPJ"il 

The provisional agenda was adopted. 

14. Refell'ence of the ql!.!les~io~rn 'of the i11.1hne 
governmeU'IIt of fales~ine to the First 
Committee 

The General Assembly decided, by 44 votes 
to none, with 10 abstentions, to refer considera­
tion of the question of the future government of 
Palestine to the First Committee for consideration 
and report. 

The meeting rose at 11.15 a.m. 
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Le PRESIDENT met aux voix Ia resolution 
suivante: 

"L'Assemblee generale, 

"Prenant acte de Ia demande d'admission a 
!'Organisation des Nations Unies qu'a pre­
sentee !'Union birmane et de Ia decision prise 
par le Conseil de securite de recommander a 
l'Assemblee generale d'admettre !'Union bir­
mane comme Membre des Nations Unies, 

"Decide d'admettre !'Union birmane en qua­
lite de Membre des Nations Unies." 

La resolution est adoptee unanimement par 
55 voix. · 

Le PRESiDENT, au nom de tous Ies Membres 
de l'Assemblee generale, souhaite Ia bienvenue 
a I 'Union birmane et exprime sa confiance que 
!'admission de Ia Birmanie a !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies renforcera la position du conti­
nent asiatique et apportera a !'Organisation un 
concours precieux dans ses travaux. 

U So-NYUNG (Union birmane) remercie les 
orateurs pour les discours qu'ils ont prononces 
a l'appui de la candidature de son pays et se 
felicite des allusions aux liens culturels et autres 
qui unissent la Birmanie a .ses grands voisins. 

Dans la sombre situation actuelle, !'admission 
de la Birmanie a !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies prouve que les nations du monde sont 
encore capables et desireuses de faire preuve 
d'un esprit de bonne volonte qui, l'orateur le 
souhaite, s'etendra a d'autres. domaines et· a 
d'autres problemes dont depend le progres de 
l'humanite. 

11 est d'un heureux augure que, aussi vite 
apres sa reapparition en tant que nation inde­
pendante, Ia Birmanie re~oive' !'occasion d'ap­
.porter son concours a la cause de la paix mon­
diale. 

U. Ordre du jour provisoire de Ia deuxieme 
session extraordinaire 

L' ordre du jour provisoire est adopte. 

14. Rell'llvoi a Ia Premiere Commission de Ia 
question diJI gouvernement futur de Ia 
Palestine 

L'Assemblee generale decide, par 44 · voix, 
sans opposition, avec 10 abstentions, de renvoyer 
a la Premiere Commission, aux fins d'examen 
et de rapport, la question du gouvernement futur 
de la Palestine. 

La seance. est levee a 11 h. 15. 



HUNDRED AND THIRTYaSECONJD 
PlENARY. MEETING 

Held at Lake Success, New York, on Monday, 
2 6 April 1948, at noon. 

President: Dr. J. ARCE (Argentina). 

15. fiYlrther considell'ation of the ques~ion 
Cllf ehe fa.dMII"e !iJOVCilll'i'Ui'H~ll'llt Cllf ~s!es~UI'!le: 
resClllution sulbmiUed by ~he IF8ni Comm 
mittee1 

The PRESIDENT placed before the Assembly 
a resolution submitted by the First Committee. 
That resolution had been approved by the Com­
mittee after discussion of a draft resolution pro­
posed by France (document A/C.l/280) and 
amended by Sweden (document A/C.1/281). 

Mr. ENTEZAM (Iran) asked that the resolu­
tion proposed by the First Committee should be 
approved without discussion. 

Mr. GARciA GRANADOS (Guatemala) said 
that his delegation had originally voted in the 
First Committee for the Australian amendment 
(document A/C.1/282) which it '·had thought 
was the most adequate at the time, but as there 
was no other proposal before the General 
Assembly, he would vote for the resolution sub­
mitted by the delegation of France, as amended 
by the delegation of Sweden. 

Mr. }Es~;up (United States of America) 
supported the suggestion made by the repre­
sentative of Iran. 

The resolution was adopted by 46 votes to none, 
with 7 abstentions. 

The meeting rose at 12.5 p.m. 

HU~DRED AHD YH~RTYm TH~RD 
PILENARif MEETING 

Held at Flushing Meadow, New York, on Thurs­
day, 6 May 1948, at 11 a.m. 

President: Dr. J. ARCE (Argentina). 

16. Protection of the dty of .Yemsal®m aiF!u:l 

ih inha~mtai'iihl : report Cllf the Tru$~eeship 
Council (documen~ A/544) 

The PRESIDENT recalled that at the 132nd 
plenary meeting the General Assembly had 
adopted resolution 185 (S-2) asking the Trustee­
ship Council "to study with the Mandatory 

1 See document A/542 for the report of the First 
Committee. 
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CtE~T -T~IENT!E-DEUXIEME- SEANCE 
Pll.EN~ERE 

Tenue a Lake Success, New- York, le lundi 
26 avril1948, a 12 heures. 

President: Le Dr J. ARCE (Argentine). 

15. Poull'suite de l'enamen de Ia question 
dM goMvememHU'tlt futurr de Ia Palestine: 
ll'es«:!~lu!isoli'D JPI"esen~ee par Ia Premiere 
Commossion1 

Le PRESIDENT soumet a l'Assemblee la reso­
lution presentee par la Premiere Commission. 
Cette resolution a ete approuvee par la Com­
mission a pres discussion d'urt pro jet de resolution 
presente· par la France (document A/C.1/280) 
et amende par la Suede (document A/C.1/281). 

M. ENTEZAM (Iran) demande !'adoption 
sans discussion de la resolution de la Premiere 
Commission. 

M. GARciA GRANADOS (Gustemala) ra:ppelle 
que sa delegation a primitivement vote, au sein 
de la, Premiere Commission, en faveur de !'amen­
dement depose par l'Australie (document 
A/C.1/282), dont elle estimait qu'il repondait 
le mieux aux necessites ace moment·la. Toute­
fois, comme l'Assemblee ne se trouve maintenant 
saisie d'aucune autre proposition que le projet 
de resolution presente par la France, i1 votera 
pour ce projet tel qu'il a ete amende par la 
delegation de la Suede. 

M. jESSUP (Etats-Unis d'Amerique) appuie 
la proposition faite par le representant de l'Iran. 

La resolution est adoptee par 46 voix, sans 
opposition, avec 7 abste'!Ztions. 

La seance est levee a 12 h. OS. 

(!£NT m 1'RE~TI£a TROR$11£ME SEANCE 
PLIENIERE 

Tenue a Flushing Meadow, New- York, le jeudi 
6 mai 1948, a 11 heures. 

President: Le Dr J. ARcE (Argentine). 

16. ProQedn@rro de Ia vDne de Jerusalem et 
de ses habi~anQsg wappoll't du (Gnseil. de 
hdelle (doll:ument A/544) 

Le PRESIDENT rappelle que l'Assemblee avait 
demande au Conseil de tutelle par sa resolution 
185 (S-2), adoptee a la. 132eme seance pleniere, 
"d'etudier, avec la Puissance, mandataire et les 

1 Voir le document A/542 pour le rapport de Ia Pre­
miere Commission. 



Power and the interested parties suitable mea­
sures for the protection of the city (of Jerusalem) 
and its inhabitants, and to submit within the 
shortest possible time proposals to the General 
Assembly to that effect". 

He invited the President of the Trusteeship 
Council to submit the Council's conclusions to 
the Assembly. 

Mt. SAYRE (United States of America) 
(President of the Trusteeship Council) reviewed 
the circumstances in which the Assembly had 
asked the Trusteeship Council to undertake the 
study in question. The report (document 
A/544) submitted to the Assembly that day had 
been unanimously adopted by the Trusteeship 

' Council. 

The first part of the report was a brief sum­
mary of the Council's debates, of the various 
proposals submitted to it and of the action 
taken on those proposals. 

In the second part the Trusteeship Council 
drew the Assembly's attention to its efforts to 
obtain a cease-fire order within the Old City of 
Jerusalem. The President of the Assembly had 
already informed it of the success of those efforts. 
Since then the cease-fire order had come into force 
and it was understood that the two interested 
parties would consider details of a truce in the 
Old City in consultation with the British High 
Commissioner in Palestine. The Trusteeship 
Council believed that a truce throughout the 
municipality was an essential preliminary step, 
before other measures could be taken to ensure 
the protection of the Old City and its inhabi­
tants. 

The second conclusion in the report noted the 
undertakings given by the representatives of the 
Arab Higher Committee and the Jewish Agency 
to respect and safeguard the Holy Places. 

The Council thought that the recommendation 
made to the Assembly in paragraph 3 of the 
conclusions and recommendations required very 
quick action by the Assembly. If that recom­
mendation were accepted, it would be possible 
to assure some of the indispensable municipal 
services for the city of Jerusalem after 15 May. 
In fact, action should be taken before Sunday, 
9 May 1948, as desired by the representative 
of the Mandatory Power. Unless the General 
Assembly requested it, no measure of that. 
kind would be taken. Speed was desirable in 
order to give the Government of the Mandatory 
Power time to instruct its representatives in 
Jerusalem to invest the special municipal com­
missioner with the necessary additional powers. 
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parties interessees, les mesunis propres a assurer 
Ia protection de la ville (de Jerusalem) et de ses 
habitants et de s,oumettre, le plus rapidement 
possible, des propositions a cet effet a I' Assemblee 
generale". 

Le President invite le President du Conseil 
de tutelle a presenter a l'Assemblee les conclu­
sions auxquelles le Conseil est arrive. 

M. SAYRE (Etats-Unis d'Amerique) (Presi­
dent du Conseil de tutelle) rappelle dans quelles 
circonstances I' Assemblee generale a demande 
au Conseil de tutelle de proceder a cette etude. 
Le rapport (document A/544) qui est presente 
aujourd'hui a l'Assemblee a He adopte a l'una­
nimite par le Conseil de tutelle. 

La premiere partie est un rapide resume des 
debats du Conseil, des diverses propositions qui 
lui ont ete soumises et de Ia suite donnee a ces 
propositions. 

Dans Ia deuxieme partie, le Conseil de tutelle 
attire !'attention de l'Assemblee sur ses efforts 
pour obtenir qu'un ordre de cesser le feu soit 
donne a l'interieur de Ia Ville vieille a Jerusalem. 
L'Assemblee a deja He informee par son Pre" 
sident du succes qui a ~ourohne ces efforts. 
Depuis lors, l'ordre de cesser le feu est entre 
en vigueur et il a ete entendu que les deux par­
ties interessees, en consultation avec le Haut 
Commissaire britannique en Palestine, etudie­
raient les conditions particulieres d'une treve 
en ce qui concerne Ia Ville vieille. Le Conseil 
de tutelle considere qu'une treve sur !'ensemble 
du territoire municipal est une etape preli­
minaire indispensable avant que d'autres me­
sures puissent etre prises pour assurer la pro­
tection de la Ville vieille et de ses habitants. 

La deuxieme conclusion du rapport rappelle 
!'engagement pris par les representants du Haut 
Com1te arabe et de I' Agence juive de respecter 
et de proteger les lieux saints. 

. Le Conseil estime que la recommandation 
faite a I' Assemblee generale au paragraphe 3 des 
conclusions et recommandations exige de Ia 
part de 1' Assemblee une action tres rapide. Si 
cette recommq.ndation est acceptee, il devien­
dra alors possible d'assurer, pour Ia 'ville de 
Jerusalem, certains des services municipaux 
indispensables apres le 15 mai. En fait, il faudra 
agir avant le dimanche 9 mai 1948, comme le 
·representant de la Puissance mandataire en a 
exprime le desir. Si l'Assemblee generale ne le 
demande pas, aucune mesure de ce genre ne sera 
prise. II conviendrait de se hater pour que ~e 
Gouvernement de Ia Puissance mandataire ait 
le temps d'envoyer a ses representants a Jeru­
salem les instructions necessaires pour investir 
le commissaire municipal special des nouveaux· 
pouvoirs necessaires. 



Finally, in, paragraph 4, the Trusteeship 
Council called the Assembly's attention to 
"the necessity of providing for the custody 
of the assets of the Government of Palestine in 
Jerusalem and for an effective maintenance of 
law and order in the municipal area pending a 
final settlement". The representative of the 
Mandatory Power had informed the Council 
that a special emergency ordinance would be 
enacted by the existing authorities in Jerusalem 
for the maintenance of law and order after 
15 May. In that connexion,Mr.Sayre pointedout 
that the Assembly would. have to take further 
measures, in addition to those recommended in 
the Trusteeship Council's report. 

If the Council had had more time, it could 
have reached agreement on. further measures 
for the protection of the City and its inhabitants. 
The report nevertheless provided a starting 
point for constructive action. 

Speaking as representative of the UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, Mr. Sayre further approved 
the Trusteeship Council's report. He would 
support the recommendation to the General 
Assembly to appoint under Palestine legislation 
before 15 May, a neutral acceptable to both 
Jews and Arabs to take over the functions of 
the present Municipal Commission. 

Sir Carl BERENDSEN (New Zealand) welcomed 
the Trusteeship Council's success in obtaining 
a provisional truce in the Old City of Jerusalem 
under difficult circumstances. Eve_ry delegation 
should be grateful to the Council for that achieve­
ment. Limited and insecure though it was, 
the measure might have very widespread 
psychological consequences. 

On the other hand, it was most disappointing 
that the results achieved were so unsatisfactory, 
and the report itself seemed entirely inadequate. 
In fact the report contained no important prop~­
sal. That was largely due to the fact that the 
Trusteeship Council.had confiped itself to mea­
sures acceptable to both parties, and to the 
regrettable fact that neither Jews nor Arabs 
had been willing to agree. If the agreement of 
the parties could be obtained, either on J erusa­
lem or on the whole Palestine question, as must 
be hoped, that would obviously be the best 
solution. But if, in the absence of such agree­
ment, the Assembly admitted that it could do 
nothing, that would be an admission of weakness 
that it could not afford, if the interests of 
_humanity were taken into account. 

In view of the present situation, the General 
Assembly could not afford to wash its hands 

Enfin, au paragraphe 4, le Conseil de tutelle 
attire !'attention de l'Assemblee generale sur 
"la necessite de prendre des mesures pour la 
protection des biens du Gouvernement de 
Palestine a Jerusalem et pour le maintien effectif 
de l'ordre public dans la zone municipale en 
attendant un reglement definitif". Le represen­
tant de la Puissance mandataire a informe le 
Conseil que l~s autorites actuelles a Jerusalem 
prendraient urie ordonnance speciale d'urgence 
afin de mettre en vigueur les dispositlons legis­
latives necessaires pour le maintien de l'ordre 
public apres le 15 mai. M. Sayre souligne, a ce 
sujet, que l'Assemblee devra prendre d'autres 
mesures en plus de celles que recommande le 
rapport du Conseil de tutelle. 

M. Sayre declare que le Conseil, s'il avait dis­
pose d'un temps plus long, aurait pu arriver a 
un accord sur d'autres mes~res pour assurer la 
protection de la ville et de ses habitants. Nean­

·moins, ce rapport offre un commencement d'ac­
tion constructive. 

Parlant en tant que representant des ETATS­
UNIS n'AMERIQUE, M. Sayre donne son appro­
bation la plus complete au rapport du Conseil 
de tutelle et declare qu'il appuiera !a recomman­
dation faite a l'Assemblee generale de nommer, 
avant le 15 mai, dans le cadre de la legislation 
palestinienne, une personnalite neutre, qui soit 
acceptable a !a fois aux J uifs et aux Arabes, 
pour assumer les fonctions du commissa!re 
municipal actuel. 

Sir Carl BERENDSEN (Nouvelle-Zelande) se 
rejouit de ce que le Conseil de tutelle a obtenu 
dans des circonstances difficiles une treve provi­
soire dans !a Ville viei!le, a Jerusalem. Toutes 
les delegations doivent etre reconnaissantes au 
Conseil pour ce qui a ete accompli, quelque li­
mitee et precaire que soit cette mesure, elle peut 
avoir des consequences psychologiques tres 
etendues. 

II est, en revanche, tres regrettable, que les 
resultats atteints soient si peu satisfaisants 
et que le rapport lui-meme semble complete­
ment inadequat. Le rapport ne contient, en 
fait, aucune proposition importante. Cela pro­
vient surtout de ce que le Consdl de tutelle 
s'est limite aux mesures qui pouvaient obtenir 
l'assentiment des deux parties et du fait deplo­
rable que ni les J u1fs ni les Arabes n' ont voulu 
se mettre d'accord. Si l'on peut obtenir !'accord 
des parties, soit en ce qui concerne Jerusalem, 
soit-et il faut le souhaiter-en ce qui concerne 
toute la question de Palestine, ce serait evidem-

. ment la meilleure solution. Mais si, en !'absence 
d'un tel accord, l'Assemblee se declare inca­
pable de faire quoi que ce soit, ce sera un aveu 
d'impuissance. Elle ne peut se le permettre, si 
l'on tient compte des interets de l'humanite. 

Etant donne la situation actuelle, l'Assemblee 
generale ne peut se permettre de se laver les 
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of the fate of Jerusalem. The Assembly had met 
that day to consider the question of Jerusalem 
alone, without 'prejudice to the question of 
Palestine as a whole. If it did not go further than 
the Trusteeship Council on that particular point, 
it would fail in its duty. 

The Trusteeship Council's recommendation 
amounted to the appointment by the Mandatory 
Power of a special municipal commissioner, in 
other words a mayor, whose functions would be 
confined to rather limited municipal activities 
that hardly met the needs of the situation. 
The Mandatory Power suggested that it could 
give the special commissioner wider powers, 
urider his official terms of reference, such· as the 
right and the duty to maintain law and order. 
That was an urgently needed measure and for 
his part he would support it. As for possible 
doubts regarding the authority to. be given 
to the commissioner from a legal and practical 
viewpoint, the Mandatory Power had indicated 
that the commissioner's authority would continue 
after 15 May. But what would be .the result? 
The special commissioner would be subject to no 
existing authority. He could not be replaced 
if he were no longer able to perform his duties 
.or if he resigned. He could only continue to 
carry out his duties in so far as the Arabs and 
the Jews agreed to allow him to do so, and whe­
ther they were limited or extensive, he could not 
perform them: without support. In view of 
what had happened in Jerusalem in the past 
twenty-five years and of what was happening 
there at that moment, the .existence of such 
agreement was an entirely unwarranted assump­
tion. 

The reason why the Trusteeship Council had 
made that recommendation was that there was 
no agreement between the two parties, and that 
there was no indication that such an agreement 
would be reached in the future. Thus the powers 
of the authorities in Jerusalem either would not 
be handed over because there was nobody to 
assume them, or would be handed over to 
somebody whose only chance of success lay in 
an agreement that was in practice unattainable. 
Moreover, even if the Jews and the Arabs were 
to agree on the appointment of a special com­
missioner,· there was no certainty that they 
would continue to agree at any given moment 
in the future. The commissioner would have to 
take certain decisions, and whatever he did 
would be displeasing to one or other of the 
parties, or to both. 

As things stood, he would have no support, 
no authority and no force at his disposal to 
maintain the necessary but secondary services, 
such as municipal services. It could not, there-· 
fore, be said that the measures proposed by the 
Trusteeship Council were by any means ade­
quate. 
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mams du sort de Jerusalem. L'Assemblee est 
reunie aujourd'hui pour etudier uniquement la 
ques_tion de Jerusalem, sans prejuger Ia question 
de Palestine dans son ensemble. Si sur ce point 
precis I' Assemblee ne va pas plus loin que le 
Conseil de tutelle, elle manquera a son devoir. 

Le Conseil de tutelle recommande en somme 
que la Puissance mandataire nomme un com­
missaire municipal special, c'est-a-dire un maire, 
dont les fonctions seront limitees a des activites 
municipales assez modestes, qui ne correspon­
dent guere aux exigences de Ia situation. La 
Puissance mandataire suggere qu'elle pourrait 
donner ·a. ce commissaire special, dans son man­
dat offi.ciel, des pouvoirs plus etendus, comme par 
exemple le droit et le devoir de maintenir l'ordre 
public. C'est la une mesure a prendre d'urgence 
et que, pour sa part, Sir Carl Berendsen ap­
puiera. Quant aux doutes que l'on peut avoir 
sur l'autorite que l'on veut donner a ce com­
missaire, du point de vue juridique et pratique, 
la Puissance mandataire a indique que !'auto­
rite de ce commissaire existerait encore apres 
le 15 mai. Quelles seraient les consequences? 
Le commissaire special ne serait soumis a aucune 
autorite existante. II ne pourrait etre remplace 
au cas ou il ne serait plus en mesure de remplir 
ses fonctions ou demissionnerait. II ne pourrait 
continuer a assurer ses fonctions que dans Ia 
mesure ou les Arabes et les J uifs s'entendraient 
pour le lui permettre et ne pourrait les exercer, 
qu'elles soient limitees ou etendues, faute d'ap­
pui. Cet appui est tres problematique, si l'on · 
veut bien considerer ce qU:i s'est passe depuis 
vingt-cinq ans a Jerusalem et ce qui s'y passe 
actuellemen t. 

La raison pour laquelle le Conseil de tutelle 
a fait cette recommandation est qu'il n'y a pas 
accord entre les deux parties et que rien ne per­
met de penser qu'un tel accord se realisera a 
l'avenir. Par consequent, les pouvoirs des au­
torites a Jerusalem ou bien ne seront pas trans­
mis parce qu'il n'y aura personne pour les as­
sumer, ou bien le seront a une personne dont Ia 
seule chance de succes serait un accord prati­
quement irrealisable. D'ailleurs, meme si les 
Juifs et les Arabes se mettaient d'accord sur la 
nomination d'un commissaire special, i~ n'y a 
aucune certitude qu'ils continueront a etre 
d'accord· a tout moment dans I'avenir. Ce com­
missaire devra prendre certaines decisions et, 
quoiqu'il fasse, il deplaira a l'une ou a !'autre des 
parties en presence ou a toutes les deux .. 

Dans l'etat actuel des chose~, il n'aura aucun 
appui, aucune autorite et aucune force pour 
maintenir les services necessaires bien que se­
condaires, tels que les services municipaux. On 
ne peut done dire que les mesures proposees 
par le Conseil de tutelle soient en aucune fa!;On 
adequates. 



In spite of what he had· said, his delegation 
would support any agreement in respect of 
Jerusalem or of the whole of Palestine that was 
acceptable to the Jews and the Arabs. It w~s 
his sincerest wish that an agreement should be 
reached. 

To be satisfied with the plan proposed for 
Jerusalem- a plan founded on a very vague 
hope instead of on a belief- was to gamble with 
the lives of innocent people. The Assembly 
should go further than that and, whether the 
Jews and the Arabs agreed or not, should estab­
lish in Jerusalem an authority capable of 
maintaining order and carrying on the essential 
services. That result could be achieved by giving 
the special commissioner, or a representative of 
the United Nations at Jerusalem the full support 
of the United Nations; for instance, by granting 
him authority to take over the assets of the city, 
which would show that he was taking over, in 
Jerusalem, the functions and assets of the 
Palestine Government in so far as the city was 
concerned, and by providing him with, an ade­
quate staff and a police force, which in the 
opinion of the Mandatory Power should consist 
of at least a thousand men even in' relatively 
peaceful conditions. 

It might be asked by what authority the 
General Assembly or everi the Security Council 
could take such steps. In view· of the present 
circumstances he was not prepared to go into 
legal details. The needs of mankind were suffi­
cient reason. Moreover, there was no question of 
adopting a permanent solution, but only of 
preserving the Holy City and preventing its 
destruction. In any case the Assembly would 
have just as much authority to take such a deci­
sion a~ it had had to adopt resolution 181 (II) 
of 29 November 1947, namely, an authority 
that had then been considered sufficient. In 
order to remove all doubt, the question could be 
settled by adopting there and then a special 
trusteeship agreement for the whole city of 
Jerusalem. 

In his opinion the United Nations had no need 
to wait until the Jews and Arabs were in agree­
ment before taking decisions. In fact he was 
inclined to think that the two parties would not 
reach agreement without unequivocal inter­
vention by the Unite,d Nations. 

There remained the question of carrying out 
the measures upon which the General Assembly 
might decide. In the particular case of Jerusalem, 
any intervention or enforcement measures 
taken by the United Nations would not be 
equivalent to imposing an outside decision; 

Sir Carl Berendsen declare que sa delegation 
appuiera neanmoins tout ·accord concernant 
Jerusalem ou !'ensemble de Ia Palestine suscep­
tible de rencontrer !'agrement des Juifs et des 
Arabes. C'est son desir Ie plus sincere qu'un tel 
accord voie Ie jour. 

S'en tenir uniquement au plan qui est propo;;e 
pour Jerusalem, un plan fonde sur un espoir 
tres vague au lieu de l'Hre sur une conviction, 
c'est jouer avec la vie de gens innocents. L'As­
semblee doit aller plus loin que cela et instaurer 
a Jerusalem, que les Juifs et les Arabes soient 
d'accord ou non, une autorite capable de main­
tenir l'ordre et d'assurer les services essentiels. 
On pourrait atteindre ce resultat en donnant au 
commissaire special ou a un representant des 
Nations Unies a jerusalem, l'appui total des 
Nations Unies; en lui donn?-nt, par exemple, 
l'autorite de prendre en charge les avoirs de Ia 
ville, ce qui indiquerait que ce Jonctionnaire 
prend en mains, a Jerusalem, les fonctions et les 
avoirs du Gouvernement de Palestine dans Ia 
mesure ou ces fonctions concernent Jerusalem; 
enfin, en lui fournissant un personnel suffisant 
et une force de police. Cette derniere, de l'avis 
de Ia Puissance mandataire, devrait etre d'au 
moins mille hommes, meme dans des conditions 
relativement pacifiques. 

·On peut se demander quelle autorite I'Assem­
blee generale, ou meme Ie Conseil de securite, 
aurait pour prendre de telles mesures. Sir Carl 
Berendsen declare qu'il n'est pas dispose, etant 
donne les circonstances actuelles, a etudier en 
detail les considerations juridiques. II estime 
·que les exigences de l'humanite sont une raison 
suffisante. II ne s'agit d'ailleurs pas d'adopt~r 
une solution permanente mais seulement de pre­
server Ia Ville sainte et d'eviter sa destruction. 
D'ailleurs l'Assemblee aura pour prendre cette 
decision tout autant d'autorite qu'e!Ie en avait 
pour adopter Ia resolution 181(II) du 29 no-. 
vembre 1947, c'est-a-dire une autorite qu'on a 
consideree suffisante. Pom~ supprimer tous les 
doutes on pourrait d'ailleurs trancher la ques~ 
tion en adoptant hie et nunc un accord de tutelle 
special pour l'enserrible de la ville de Jerusalem. 

Le representant de la Nouvelle-Zelande estime 
que les Nations Unies n'ont pas besoin d'at­
tendre, pour prendre des decisions, que les 
J uifs et les Arabes se mettent d'accord. En 
fait, il a meme tendance a croire que les deux 
parties n'arriveront pas a s'entendre a moins 
d'une intervention sans equivoque des Nations 
Unies. 

Reste la question de !'execution des mesures 
qui pourront etre decidees par l'Assemblee 
generale. En ce qui concerne le cas particulier de 
Jerusalem, toute intervention ou toute mesure 
d'execution prise par les Nations Unies ne re­
viendrait pas a imposer une decision etrangere. 
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they would merely ensure that both parties and 
the whole population could live in security. 
In any case measures for the enforcement of law 
and order would be ~equired; in any city, how­
ever peaceful, that was an essential service. 

In conclusion, he appealed to the General 
Assembly not to repeat the grave mistake of 
considering the end and ignoring the means. · 
It was time to take a decision and act upon it. 

Mr. KATZ-SUCHY (Poland) recalled that at 
the 124th meeting of the First Committee his 
delegation had welcomed the proposal that con­
sideration of the problem of protecting Jerusalem 
should be referred to the Trusteeship Council. 
However, he considered the measures proposed 
in 'the Trusteeship Council's report entirely 
inadequate. There was nothing in the report 
that provided for the protection of the city 
or of its inhabitants; in fact the painful labour 
of the Trusteeship Council had produced a 
mouse. The special commissioner who was to be 
appointed would have even less powers than a 
village mayor and would be completely power­
less if the truce between the two parties were 
broken. Consequently it was a futile measure 
and the United Nations should not assume res­
ponsibility for it. Why could not the Mandatory 
Power take this measure under existing legisla­
tion? Moreover, the legal status of the com­
mtsstoner would be extremely doubtful after 
15 May. 

Mr. Katz-Suchy had expected the Trustee­
ship Council to submit the draft statute for the 
city of Jerusalem (document A/541), which it 
had already extensively examined; but it had 
confined itself to submitting meaningless recom­
mendations. On the other hand, very sensible 
proposals such as that of the representative of 
Australia1 had had to be abandoned owing to 
opposition from the interested parties. It was 
significant . that throughout the report such 
phrases were to be found 'as: "This was not 
acceptable ... " He considered that the majority 
could, and should, take certain measures to 
safeguard peace, and that the minority should 
give way. 

In conclusion, he expressed great disappoint­
ment regarding the report. He had legal objec­
tions to the futile measures it proposed. He 
refused to become a party to such measures and 
stated that he could not vote in favour of the 
report. Moreover, he requested that the recom­
mendations should be put to the vote paragraph 
by paragraph. 

Mr. RoDRIGUEZ FABREGAT (Uruguay) con­
sidered that it would have been preferable for 

1 See O.flicial Records of the Trusteeship Council, Second 
Session, 42nd meeting. · 

mais simplement a assurer q)le les deux parties 
et tcius les habitants pourro.nt vivre en securite; 
En tout cas, il faut envisager des mesures d'exe­
cution pour le maintien de l'ordre et de la !ega­
lite; dans toute -cite, si paisible soit-elle, ceci 
constitue un servic;e essentiel. 

En conclusion, Sir Carl Berendsen adjure 
I' Assemblee generale de ne pas repeter la grave 
erreur · d'examiner Ia fin en negligeant les 
moyens. II faut main tenant prendre une decisioq 
et agir. 

M. KATZ-SUCHY (Pologne) rappelle que sa 
delegation avait accueilli favorablement, au 
cours de la 124eme seance de la Premiere Com­
mission, la proposition tendant a renvoyer au 
Conseil de tutelle !'etude du probleme de la 

. securite de Jerusalem. Mais il estime que les 
mesures enoncees dans le rapport du Conseil de 
tutelle sont absolument insuffisantes. Rien dans 
ce rapport n'est de nature a assurer la protectiqn 
de la ville ou de ses habitants. En fait, le Conseil, 
apres un long travail, n'a accouche que d'une 
souris. Le commissaire special qu'on envisage 
de nommer aura encore mains de pouvoirs qu 'un 
maire de village, et il sera completement a la 
merci d'une rupture de la treve entre les deux 
parties. II s'agit done la d'une mesure inope­
rante, et M. Katz-Suchy pense que lt:s Nations 
Unies ne devraient pas en prendre la responsa­
bilite. Pourquoi la Puissance mandataire ne 
pourrait-elle pas la prendre dans le cadre des 
lois existantes? Par ailleurs', le statut juridique 
de ce commissaire serait des plus _douteux a 
partir du 15 mai. 

Le representant de la Pologne s'attendait a 
ce que le Conseil de tutelle presente le projet de 
statut de la ville de jerusalem (document 
A/541) qu'il avait deja longuement etudie. 
II se borne au contraire a presenter des recom­
mandations depoutvues de sens. Par contre, des 
propositions tres sensees comme celle du repre­
sentant de l'Australiet, ont d11 etre abandon­
nees a cause de !'opposition des parties interes­
sees. Il est significatif qu'a tout moment, dans ce 

·rapport, on rencontre des phrases telles que: 
"Ceci n'a pas paru acceptable ... " M. Katz­
Suchy estime que la majqrite peut et doit prendre 
certaines mesures en vue· de sauvegarder Ia 
paix: Ia minorite devra s'incliner. 

En conclusion, M. Katz-Suchy dit combien 
il est desappointe a la lecture du rapport. I1 a 
des objections juridiques aux mesures futiles 
qui y sont proposees. 11 se refuse a devenir 
pa.rtie a de telles mesures et declare qu'il ne 
pourra voter !'adoption du rapport. n demande 
d'ailleurs que ces recommandations soient mises 
aux voix paragraphe par parographe. 

M. RoDRIGUEZ FABREGAT, (Uruguay) estime 
qu'il aurait ete preferable que le rapport du Con-

1 Voir les Proces-verbaux officiels du Conseil de tutelle, 
Deuxieme Session, 42eme seance. 

15 



the Trusteeship Council's report to be referred 
to the First Committee. That procedure would 
have precluded a long discussion in plenary 
meeting and might perhaps have resulted in a 
more substantial draft resolution being submit­
ted to the Assembly. 

Reference of the question to the Trusteeship 
Council was perfectly justified. However that 
body had been entrusted with a task beyond the 
normal scope of its work. As was to be expected, 
the Council had found it difficult to adopt 
specific proposals. 

He recalled that in the First Committee the 
Uruguayan delegation had always supported 
any proposal conducive to the establishment of 
a truce, even if it were limited to the Old City of 
Jerusalem. Advantage might have been taken 
of the draft statute for Jerusalem already pro­
posed by the Trusteeship Council. The Council's 
report asked the Assembly to adopt a very simple 
measure; the Mandatory Power was to be asked 
to appoint a neutral acceptable to both parties 
as special_municipal commissioner. Reservations 
might be made regarding that proposal. For 
instance, would the official remain in office after 
15 May? To what authority would he be respon­
sible after that date? Would the two parties 
enter into relations with him or would the 
Assembly implement that resolution? 

In spite of those few reservations he felt that 
at the present meeting there should be no 
detailed discussion of the various objections 
that he himself and other representatives had 
raised. He recalled that his delegation would 
support any proposal calculated to secure a truce 
arid he therefore favoured the recommendations 
contained in the Trusteeship Council's report. 

The PRESIDENT announced that in order to 
facilitate the voting on the conclusions submit­
ted in the report of the Trusteeship Council, 
he had asked the Secretariat to prepare a draft 
resolution (document A/545) based on those 
conclusions. 

Mr. CoRDIER (Executive Assistant of the 
Secretary-General) then read the text of the 
resolution as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 
"Having asked the Trusteeship Council to 

study, with the Mandatory Power and the 
interested parties, suitable measures for the 
protection of the city of Jerusalem and its inhabi­
tants and to submit within the shortest 
possible time proposals to the General Assembly 
to that effect, 
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seil de tutelle soit transmis ala Premiere Commis­
sion. Cette procedure aurait evite une longue dis­
cussion en seance ·pleniere et peut-etre permis 
a I'Assemblee de recevoir un projet de resolu­
tion plus substantiel. 

Le renvoi de la question au Conseil de tutelle 
etait parfaitement justifie. Mais on a cependant. 
confie a cet organe une tache depassant le cadre 
normal de ses travaux. Comme il fallait s'y 
attendre, le Conseil a rencontre des difficultes 
pour !'adoption de propositions precises. 

M. Rodriguez Fabregat rappelle que Ia dele­
gation uruguayenne a toujours appuye, au sein 
de Ia Premiere Commission, toute proposition 
de nature a aboutir a l'etablissement d'une 
treve, meme restreinte a la Ville vieille de jeru­
salem. On aurait pu tirer parti du projet de 
statut de Jerusalem deja elabore par le Conseil 
de tutelle. Le rapport du Conseil demande a 
l'Assemblee d'adopter une mesure tres simple. 
II s'agit de demander ala Puissance mandataire 
de nommer, avec l'assentiment des deux parties, 
une personnalite neutre au poste de commis­
saire municipal special de Jerusalem. On peut 
formuler des reserves a l'egard de cette propo­
sition. Par exemple: ce fonctionnaire restera-t-il 
en fonctions apres le 15 mai? De queUe autorite 
dependra-t-il apres cette date? Les deux parties 
eritreront-elles en relations avec lui, ou l'As­
semblee s'occupera-t-elle de !'execution de cette 
resolution? 

En depit de ces quelqi..res reserves, le repre­
sentant de !'Uruguay estime qu'il ne convient 
pas de proceder' a la seance en cours, a la dis­
cussion detaillee des diverses objections qui ont 
ete formulees par lui-meme et par d'autres re-. 
presentants. II rappelle que sa delegation ap­
puiera toute proposition de nature a assurer une 
treve et se declare done en faveur des recomman­
dations contenues dans le rapport du Conseil 
de tutelle. 

Le PRESIDENT annonce que, pour permettre a 
l'Assemblee de se prononcer sur les conclusions 
du rapport du Conseil de tutelle, il ·a demande 
au Secretariat de rediger un projet de resolution 
(documents A/545 et A/545/Corr. 1) reprenant 
ces conclusions. 

M. CoRDIER (Directeur du cabinet du Secre~ 
taire general) donne lecture du. texte qui suit: 

"L'Assemblee generale, 
"Ayant demande au Conseil de tutelle d'etu­

dier, avec la Puissance mandataire et Ies parties 
interessees, les mesures convenables a prendre 
en vue de la protection de la ville de Jerusalem 
et de ses habitants, et de soumettre a l'Assem­
blee generale dans le 1Tlinimum de temps pos­
sible, des propositions a ~cet effet, 



"Takes note of and approves the conclusions 
ap.d recommendations of the Trusteesnip Coun­
cil, as set forth in its report to the General 
Assembly on the protection of the city of J em­
salem and its inhabitants; 

"Recommends that the Mandatory Power 
appoint under Palestine iegislation before 15 
May 1948, a neutral acceptable to both Arabs· 
and Jews, as special municipal commissioner,1 

who shall, with the co-operation of the com­
munity committees already existing in Jerusalem, 
carry out the functions hitherto performed by 
the Municipal Commission; 

"Decides that urgent attention should be given 
to the necessity of providing for the custody 
of the assets of the Government of Palestine 
in Jerusalem and for effective maintenance of 
law and order in the municipal area pending a 
final settlement." 

Mr. PARODI (France) stated that he would not 
repeat what he had said at the 121st meeting of 
the First Committee regarding the seriousness 
of the problem raised by the situation in J em­
salem. The representative of New Zealand 
had recalled that situation and the respon­
sibilities devolving ~pon the General Assembly. 
That had been recognized when the Assembly 
adopted resolution 185(S-2) referring the prob­
lem to the Trusteeship Council. 

The Assembly had before it a recommenda­
tion from the Trusteeship Council. The special 
municipal commissioner would have the author­
ity conferred on him by an international ap­
pointment, but he would only perform subordi­
nate functions and would have no police powers. 

Moreover, the Trusteeship Council. had itself 
recognized the complete inadequacy of its 
proposals and had requested the General Assem­
bly to reconsider the question. 

He did not think that the Assembly need 
necessarily adhere to a solution accepted by 
both parties. It·was too late for the Jews and 
the Arabs to reach a formal agreement, and pro­
gress must be made. It was more imp~rtant 
than ever to provide special protection for 
Jerusalem and the Assembly had no right to 
neglect that urgent problem. 

He still favoured the establishment of an 
international police force. It was recognized 
that if an international police force could be 
established at Jerusalem it would certainly 
be respected by both parties. It would be res­
pected because of its international status, 
because of the object of its mission and also, 
no doubt, because that party which failed to 
respect it would risk turning against itself the 

1 On 14 May 1948, Mr. Harold Evans was appointed 
Special Municipal Commissioner. 
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"Prend acle des conclusions et des· recom­
mandations du Conseil de tutelle, qui figurent 
dans le rapport sur la protection de la ville de 
Jerusalem et de ses habitants, presente par ce 
Conseil a 1' Assemblee generale, et approuve ces 
conclusions et recommandations; 

Recommande que la Puissance mandataire 
nomme avant le 15 mai 1948, conformement a 
la legislation palestinienne, une personnalite 
neutre qu' Arabes et J uifs puissent egalement 
accepter comme commissaire municipal special 
de jerusalem\ charge, .en collaboration avec les 
comites de communautes qui existent deja a 
Jerusalem, de remplir les fonctions jusqu'ici 
exercees par la Commission municipale; 

Decide qu'il conviendrait d'examiner sans 
retard la necessite de prendre des mesures pour: 
la protection des biens du Gouvernement de 
Palestine a Jerusalem et pour le maintien ef­
fectif de l'ordre public dans la zone municipale 
en attendant un reglement definitif. 

M. PARODI (France) declare qu'il ne repetera 
pas ce qu'il a dit devant Ia Premiere Com­
mission au cours de la 121eme seance au sujet 
de la gravite du probleme que pose la situation 
de Jerusalem. Le representant de la Nouvelle­
Zelande a rappele cette situation et les respon­
sabilites qui incombent a l'Assemblee generale. 
Tout cela a ete reconnu lorsque l'Asserriblee a 
adopte la resolution 185(S-2) renvoyant le 
probleme au Conseil de tutelle. 

L'Assemblee est actuellement saisie d'une 
recommandation du Conseil de tutelle. Le Com­
missaire municipal special' de Jerusalem ben~­
ficiera de l'autorite que lui donnera une desi­
gnation internationale, mais il s'occupera uni­
quement de fonctions subalternes et n'aura pas 
de pouvoi; de police. · 

Par ailleurs, le Conseil de tutelle a recon­
nu lui-meme l'insuffisance complete de ses pro­
positions et a demande' a l'Assemblee generale 
de reprendre !'etude de cette question. 

M. Parodi estime que l'Assemblee ne devrait 
pas necessairement s'en tenir a une solution 
acceptee par les dyux parties. 11 est trop tard 
pour que les Juifs et les Arabes arrivent a un 
accord forme! et il s'agit d'aller de !'avant. 
11 faut moins que jamais renonce'r a proteger 
specialement jerusalem et 1' Assemblee. 'n'a pas 
le droit de se desinteresser de ce probleme urgent. 

M. Parodi continue a voir des avant~ges dans 
la creation d'une force de police internationale. 
On sait bien que si l'on arrive a placer, a Jeru­
salem, une force de police internationale, elle 
sera necessairement respectee par les deux par­
ties en presence. Elle sera respectee a cause de 
son caractere international, a cause de !'objet 
de sa mission et aussi, sans doute, parce que cel~i 
des deux adversaires qui ne la respecterait pas 

1 Le 14 mai 1948. M. Harold Evans a ete nomme Com­
missaire municipal special. 



uncertain and hesitant opmwn of the nations 
of the world and of the Assembly. That was 
certainly a risk that neither of the adversaries 
could reasonably take. There was only a little 
time left, but that was a further reason ,for 
making haste. 

Moreover, the Truce Commission at Jerusalem 
might be rendered powerless if hostilities spread 
to the capital. Consequently, the Assembly 
must establish a force capable of maintaining 
law and order in the city. 

Fqr those reasons, he stated that he would 
not be a:ble to vote in favour of the present text 
of the report. The disparity between the serious­
ness of the danger and the recommendations 
p1ade in the report was too great, and could only 
impair the Assembly's authority. 

He suggested the following text (document 
A/546) to replace the last .paragraph of the draft 
resolution proposed by the President (document 
A/545). 

"Whereas at the expiry of the British Mandate 
the special municipal ·commissioner referred 
to in paragraph 3 of section II of the report of the 
Trusteeship Council on the protection of the 
city of Jerusalem and its inhabitants, will no 
longer be empowered by any regular authority, 
it is urgently necessary that the United Nations 
appoint a special delegate to proceed imme­
diately to Jerusalem with the following instruc- · 
tipns and powers: 

·"(a) To secure compliance with the cease-fire 
order already issued for the Old City; 

"(b) To co-operate with the Truce Commis­
sion established by the . Security Council to 
secure a truce that shall cover the whole city of 
.Jerusalem within the present municipal bounda­
ries; 

"(c) To exercise in the name of the United 
Nations, temporarily and until the future of the 
Holy City shall be determined, power of control 
over the whole .of the municipal government and 
particularly to ensure that all expedient steps 
are taken to ·safeguard and conserve the assets 
of the municipality; 

"(d) To observe the preservation and main­
tenance in good condition of the Holy Places; 

"(e) Generally to ensure respect for the 
fundamental rights of man; 

"(f) To ensure the maintenance of order 
and security in the Holy City, and for that 
purpose to organize the necessary municipal 
police forces; 

"(g) Guided by humane considerations, and 
with .the co-operation of the Jewish and Arab 
communities of the Holy City, to explore all 
suitable means of ensuring the supply to the city 
of food, water, and the like." 
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s'exposerait a tourner contre lui !'opinion, en­
core incertaine, ht§sitante, des nations du monde 
et de cette Assemblee. C'est un risque que, cer­
tainement, aucun des deux adversaires ne 'pour­
rait raisonnablement courir. II ne reste plus que 
peu de temps, mais c'est la une raison de plus 
pm!lr aller vite. 

D'autre part, la Commission de treve qui se 
trouve a Jerusalem risquera d'etre paralysee 
si les hostilites s'etendent a la capitale. L'As­
semblee doit done instituer une force de nature 
a maintenir l'ordre public dans la ville. 

C'est dans cet esprit que le representant de 
la France declare qu'il ne pourra pas voter en 
faveur du texte du rapport dans son etat actuel. 
Entre la gravite du peril et les recommandations 
qui sont faites dans ce rapport, il y a une trop 
grande' disproportion qui ne peut que diminuer 
l'autorite de l'Assemblee. 

M. Parodi propose le texte suivant (document 
A/546) pour remplacer le dernier paragraphe 
du projet de resolution soumis par le President 
dans le document A/545: 

"Etant donne qu'a !'expiration du Mandat 
britannique, le commissaire municipal special 
prevu au paragraphe 3 de la seconde partie du 
rapport du Conseil de tutelle sur la protection de 
la ville· de jerusalem et. de ses habitants ne rele­
verait plus d'aucune autorite reguliere, il est 
necessaire que les Nations Unies designent d'ur­
gence un delegue special qui se rendra immedia­
tement a Jerusalem avec les instructions et les 
pouvOirs suivants: 1 

"a) Assurer l'executibn de l'ordre de cesser 
le feu qui a ete deja donne pour Ia Ville vieille; 

. "b) Cooperer avec Ia Commission de treve 
instituee par le Conseil de securite en vue d'ob­
tenir l'etablissement d'une treve s'etendant a 
toute la ville de Jerusalem dans les limites muni­
ci pales actuelles; 

"c) Exercer au nom des Nations Unies, a titre 
temporaire et en attendant ,que soit regie le sort 
de la Ville sainte, un pouvoir de contr,C>le sur 
!'ensemble· de !'administration municipale et 
veiller notamment a ce que toutes mesures op­
portunes soient prises en vue d'assurer Ia garde 
et Ia conservation des avoirs de la municipalite; 

"d) Veiller a la sauvegarde et au bon etat des 
Lieux saints; 

·~e) Assurer d'une maniere generale le respect' 
des droits humains fondamentaux; 

"f) Assurer le maintien de l'ordre et de Ia se­
curite de Ia Ville sainte, et, a cet effet, organiser 
les forces de police municipales necessaires; 

"g) Rechercher, dans un but humanitaire et 
avec Ia cooperation des communautes juive et 
arabe de la Viiie sainte, taus les moyens propres 
a assurer le ravitaillement de la cite en v1vres, 
eau, etc." 



Mr. TsARAPKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics) thought that after the observations 
whiCh had so far been made regarding the report 
of the Trusteeship Council, it must be admitted 
that the Council had not fulfilled the task 
entrusted to it. Such a result was not surpris­
ing. 

He took up in detail the various proposals 
made by the Trusteeship Council in its report, 
and noted that none of its conclusions was 
actually a recommendation. 

In connexion with the functions of the special 
municipal comp1issioner, he recalled the amend­
ment submitted by his delegation to the Trustee­
ship CounciJ.l That amendment envisaged the 
appointment of a person responsible for the 
supervision of essential services. He considered 
that the commissioner should be appointed by 
the United Nations and not by the Mandatory 
Power, which would no longer have any authority 
in Palestine after 15 May. If he were appointed 
under the conditions indicated in the report, 
the United Nations would be set aside and the 
commissioner would not be subject to any 
authority. Consequently, the proposal was not 
acceptable in that form. · 

Mr. Hoo:q (Australia) did not intend to defend 
the recommendations of the Trusteeship Council. 
He found them inadequate and far from meet­
ing the urgent requirements of the situation. 

But the Trusteeship Council had not been in 
a position to carry out the task entrusted to it 
by the General Assembly. It was fundamentally 
incapable of considering practical situations 
of a political nature, such as the question of 
Jerusalem, or of taking measures that required 
enforcement. The Charter gave it no authority 
to do so. A political body should have been 
instructed to make recommendations on the 
problem, based on political factors. 

He observed that the draft statute for the 
city of Jerusalem was ready and that the Coun­
cil could have applied it, adapting the emergency 
provisions to present requirements. 

With regard to the proposal to appoint a 
special municipal commissioner, he .stated that 
that was the maximum result which the Trustee­
ship Council could achieve, in view of the neces­
sity for agreement with the two parties. He 
thought that it might be possible fot the com­
missioner to acquire more extensive powers 
in the future and it was therefore important 

1 See Official Records of the Trusteeship Council, Second 
Session, 46th meeting. 
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M. TsARAPKINE (Union des Republiques so­
cialistes sovietiques) pense qu'apres les dis­
cours qui ont ete prononces jusqu'aldrs a propos 
du rapport du Conseil de tutelle, il faut recon­
naitre que le Conseil n'a pas rempli Ia t~che qui 
lui avait ete confiee. C'est' la un resultat qui 
n 'est pas surprenan t. 

M. Tsarapkine. reprend en detailles diverses 
propositions contenues dans le rapport du Con­
seil de tutelle et constate qu'aucune de ces con­
clusions n'est en fait une recommandaticin. 

A propos des fonctions du commissaire muni­
cipal special de Jerusalem, le representant de· 
l'URSS rappelle l'amendement presente par sa 
delegation au Conseil de tutelle1 et qui visait a 
nommer une personne responsable du contrC>le 
des services essentiels. II pense que ce commissaire 
doit etre nonime par les Nations Unies et non 
par Ia Puissance mandataire, qui n'aura plus 
aUCl!n droit en Palestine a partir du 15 mai. 
S'il est nomme dans les conditions indiquees par 
le rapport, !'Organisation des Nations Unies sera 
tenue a l'ecart et le commissaire ne sera soumis 
a aucune autorite. La proposition n'est done pas 
acceptable sous cette forme. 

M. HooD (Australie) n'a pas !'intention de 
defendre les recommandations du Conseil de 
tutelle. II pense qu'elles sont peu satisfaisantes 
et loin de repondre aux necessites urgentes de Ia. 
situation. 

Mais le Conseil de tutelle n'etait pas a meme 
de s'acquitter de la t~che que lui a confi.ee l'As­
semblee generale. II est organiquement inca­
pable d'examiner des situations concretes ayant 
un caractere politique comme Ia question de 
jerusalem, ou de prendre des mesures pour 
!'execution desquelles il faudra employer Ia 
force. Rien dans Ia Charte ne l'autorise a faire 
cela. II aurait fallu, au contraire, charger un or­
gane politique de faire sur ce probleme des re­
commandations basees sur des facteurs poli-. 
tiques. 

M. Hood note que le projet de statut de Ia 
ville de Jerusalem etait pret et que le Conseil 
aurait pu appliquer, en les adaptant aux exi­
gences actuelles, les Clauses immediates de ce 
statut. 

Au sujet de hi. proposition concernant le com­
missaire municipal special de Jerusalem, le 
representant de l'Australie constate que c'est la 
le resultat maximum que pouvait atteindre le 
Conseil de tutelle, etant donne la necessite d'ob­
tenir !'accord des deux parties. II pense qu'il 
serait possible d'investir ce commissaire, dans 
l'avenir, de pouvoirs plus etendus et qu'il serait 

1 Voir les Proces-verbaux officiels du Conseil de tutelle, 
Deuxieme Session, -46eme seanc~. 



that his appointment should receive the express 
moral sanction of the United Nations. 

With regard to the last paragraph of the 
draft resolution proposed by the President, 
which recommended to the Generai Assembly, 
"that urgent attention should be given to. the 
necessity of providing for the custody of the 
assets of the Government of Palestine in J ern­
salem and for effective maintenance ~f law and 

· order in the municipal area pending a final 
settlement", h~ felt that if the Assembly adopted 
that recommendation, it would imply satisfac~ 
tion with the inadequate measures proposed. 

He stated that he would vote in favour of the 
first three paragraphs of the draft resolution, 
but suggested that the final paragraph should· 
be drafted in a manner better calculated to 
show the Assembly's determination not to let 
matters rest where they were but, on the con­
trary, to pursue its enquiry in order to fiqd 
more effective measures. 

He proposed the following text for the final 
paragraph: "The General Assembly decides 
that continuing urgent attention should be given 
by the First· Committee to the question of 
further measures for the protection of the city 
of_ Jerusalem and its inhabitants (document 
A/547)." . 

Finally, he. suggested that the Assembly 
should adopt the operative part of the 
draft resolution forthwith and refer the consi­
deration of other proposals, such as the French 
amendment, to the First Committee. ·He would 
be prepareq to move a resolution to that effect. 

The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m. 

HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FOURTH 
PLENARY MEETING 

Held at Flushing Meadow, New York, on Thurs­
day, 6 May 1948, at 3 p.m. 

President: Dr. J. ARCE (Argentina). 

17. Continuation of the discussion on the 
protection of the city of Jerusalem arild 
its inhabitants: report of tihe Trusteeship 
Council (documents A/544, A/545, 
A/546, A/547) 

Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium) observed that in 
presenting its recommendations to the General 
Assembly, the Trusteeship Council had acknow­
ledged the;r insufficiency to ensure the mainten­
ance of ·peace. and the safety of the inhabitants 
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important, pour cette raison, que sa nomination 
re!;oive _ expressement Ia sanction 'morale des 
Nations Unies .. 

En ce qui conc~rne le dernier paragraphe du 
projet de resolution presente par Ie President qui 
recommande a I'Assemblee generale d"'exa:miner 
sans retard la necessite de prendre des mesures 
pour la protection des biens du Gouvernement 
de Palestine a Jerusalem et pour le maintien 
effectif de l'ordre public dans la zone muni­
cipale en attendant un reglement definitif"' 
M. Hood estime que si l'Assemblee adopte cette 
recommandation, cela signifiera· qu'elle est 
satisfaite des mesures insuffisantes qui ont ete 
proposees. , 

Le. representant de I' Australie declare qu'il 
votera en faveur des trois premiers paragraphes 
du projet de. resolution, mais suggere que le 
paragraphe' final soit redige d'une fa!;On mieux 
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appropriee pour demontrer Ia' volonte de I'As-
semblee de ne pas laisser Ies choses ou elles en 
sont, mais de poursuivre, au contraire, ·son en­
quete pour trouver des mesures plus efficaces. 

Il propose pour le paragraphe final le texte 
suivant: "Decide que la Premiere· Commission 
devrait accorder, sans retard et d'une fa!;on 
continue, son attention a la question des nou­
velles mesures a prendre pour la protection de la 
ville de jerusalem et de ses habitants (docu­
men~s A/547 et A/547 /Corr.1)". 

Enfin, M. Hood propose que. l'Assemblee 
adopte des maintenant la partie op~rante du 
projet de resolution et qu'elle renvoie l'examen 
des autres propositions, par exemple, l'amende­
ment fran!;ais, a Ia Premiere Commission. Il 
serait dispose a deposer une motion a cet effet.. 

La seance est levee a 13 h. 15. 

CENT-TRENTE-QUA TiUEME SEANCE 
PLENIERE 

Tenue a Flushing Meadow, New-York, le jeudi 
6 mai 1948, a 15 heures. 

President: Le Dr J. ARCE (Argentine). 

17. Suite de Ia discussi.on sur Ia protection 
de Ia ville de Jerusalem et de ses habi­
tants: rapport du Conseil de tutelle 
(documents A/544, A/5451 A/546, 
A/547) -

M. RYCKM.ANS (Belgique) fait observer que, 
en presentant ses recommandations a l'Assem­
blee generale, le Conseil de tutelle a reconnu 
qu'elles etaient insuffisantes pour assurer le 
maintien de la paix et Ia securite des habitants 



of Jerusalem. However, he wished to refer briefly 
to the allegations which had been made at the 
133rd plenary meeting, that the painful labour of 
the Trusteeship Council.had produced a mouse, 
had brought into the world measures which were 
both ineffectual and of doubtful legality. 

First, those who said that the measures were 
ineffectual, forgot, or seemed to forget, that the 
Trusteeship Council had earlier produced a 
healthy child; it had proposed a plan which was 
much more virile, but which the General 
Assembly had not adopted, namely, the draft 
statute for Jerusalem (document A/541). Had 
the General Assembly wished to adopt the draft 
statute it would have been easy for it to instruct 
the Security Council to definitely adopt it 
before the time limit, 29 April. The draft statute 
still existed, and it would be a matter of a few 
hours' work for a small sub-committee to 
extract from it provisions which might appear 

-unacceptable . and to let the General Assembly 
adopt the remainder, if it so desired. 

However, it had been made amply clear by 
the Arabs that they would oppose any measure 
based on the draft statute for Jerusalem, and 

· therefore the Trusteeship Council, wishing to 
face the situation realistically, had decided to 
submit to the Assembly recommendations which, 
although not perfect, at least rallied the support 
of the two parties. In order to go beyond that, 
it would have been necessary to provide for 
implementation and enforcement measures 
which the Assembly had not yet contemplated, 
and without which any draft would be vain .. 

Secondly, it had been said that should the 
special municipal commissioner be appointed 
by the British High Commissioner, he· would 
dispose of very dubious authority; however, 
were the United Nations to . appoint him, 
his authority would not only be dubious, it 
would actually be contested. 

In requesting the General Assembly to take 
further action to ensure the maintenance of 
peace and security in Jerusalem, the Trustee­
ship Council would be prepared to support any 
measure on one condition: that it would be 
capable of being carried out. That is to say, 
no measure should be considered unless it 
received at least the acquiescence or tolerance, if 
not the agreement, of the two parties; if not, the 
United Nations must be prepared to. provide 
means of enforcing its decisions. The authority 
and prestige of the General Assembly would be 
completely destroyed if it failed to ensure the 
efficient implementation of the measures it 
recommended. 

The Belgian delegation would support the 
French proposal (document A/546), but would 
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de jerusalem. Cependant, il desire rappeler 
brievement certaines allegations faites au cours 
de la 133eme seance pleniere, selon lesquelles, 
tout comme Ia montagne en travail avait ac­
couche d'une souris, les penibles travaux du 
Conseil de tutelle n'ont engendre que des me­
sures inefficaces et d'une legalite contestable. 

Tout d;abord, ceux qui disent que ces mesures 
sont inefficaces oublient, ou feignent d'oublier, 
que le Conseil de tutelle avait donne naissance 
a quelque chose de sain: i1 avait propose aupa­
ravant un plan beaucoup plus energique qui n'a 
pas ete adopte par l'Assemblee generale, a savoir 
le projet de statut pour Jerusalem (document 
A/541). Si l'Assemblee generale avait voulu 
accepter ce projet de statut, il eftt ete facile de 
demander au Conseil de tutelle de !'adopter 
definitivement avant le delai du 29 avril. Le 
projet de statut existe toujours, et il suffirait 
a une petite sous-commission de quelques heures 
de travail pour eliminer de ce statut les disposi­
tions qui pourraient sembler inacceptables et 
pour permettre a l'Assemblee generale d'adop­
ter, si elle le desire, le texte ainsi modifie. 

Toutefois, les Arabes ont repondu sans am­
bages qu'ils s'opposeraient a toutes mesures fon­
dees sur le projet de statut de Jerusalem; c'est 
pourquoi le Conseil de tutelle, voulant faire face 
a la situation de maniere realiste, a decide de 
soumettre a l'Assemblee des recommandations 
qui, bien que n'etant pas parfaites, ont re!;u 
1' appui des deux parties. Pour aller au dela, il 
aurait fallu prevoir des mesures assurant une 
mise en vigueur; l'Assemblee n'a pas encore en­
visage de telles mesures, sans lesquelles tout 
projet serait vain. 

En second lieu; il a ete dit que, au cas ou le 
commissaire municipal special serait nomme par 
le Haut Commissaire britannique, il ne dispose­
rait que d'une autorite tres contestable; mais, 
s'il etait nomme par les Nations Unies, son auto­
rite serait non seulement contestable, elle serait 
effectivement contestee. 

En invitant l'Assemblee generale a continuer 
son action en vue d'assurer le maintien de Ia 
paix et de la securite a Jerusalem, le Conseil de 
tutelle est pret a donner son appui a toute me­
sure, a Ia seule condition qu'il soit possible de 
I'appliquer. Ceci revient a dire qu'il ne faut 
prendre en consideration aucune mesure que Ies 
deux parties ne pourraient tout au moins ad­
mettre ou tolerer' si meme elles ne peuvent y 
consentir explicitement; sinon !'Organisation des 
Nations. Unies doit etre prete a fournir les 
moyens d'imposer ses decisions. L'autorite et 
Ie prestige de I'Assemblee generale seraient en­
tierement detruits si elle ne reussissait pas a 
assurer, de maniere efficace, !'application· des 
mesures qu'elle recommande. 

La delegation.belge est disposee a appuyer Ia 
proposition . faite par le representant de la 



suggest that it be amended to ensure that the 
measures taken should not safeguard only the 
assets of the municipality, but all the assets of 
the State of Palestine. 

Mr. SAYRE (United States of America) stated 
that the United States Government had been 
seeking a practicable arrangement for Jerusalem 
to ensure the continuation, after 15 May, of the 
functioning of the municipal services, as well 
as the protection of the rights of its inhabitants, 
the adequate supply of food and water and the 

. provision of adequate policing of Jerusalem. 

The United States delegation would heartily 
support the French proposal, provided a legal 
and constitutional basis could be found for such 
action, for it would be unthinkable if the United 
Nations, whose primary objective was the main­
tenance of law and order in the world, disre­
garded the necessity for basing its actions on legal 
and constitutional grounds. That was the main 
reason why the United States had urged that a 
temporary truste~ship regime be adopted for 
Jerusalem, under the Charter of the United 
Nations with a view to exercising the above­
mentioned powers. 

Mr. Sayre quoted the proposal which his 
delegation had submitted to the Trusteeship 
Council on 3 May 1948,1 and stressed that the 
proposal had been only for a temporary trustee­
ship. It would have no bearing upon whatever 
action would ultimately be taken with respect 
to the government of Jerusalem, nor would it 
depend upon placing the whole of Palestine 
under trusteeship. As Mr. Gerig, speaking for 
the United States delegation on 30 April at the 
Trusteeship Council,2 had said: "The United 
States is prepared to co-operate fully with the 
Trusteeship Council and along with other 
members of the United Nations, to take its 
share of United Nations responsibility for the 
establishment and operation of such a provi­
sional municipal administration for the city 
of Jerusalem." 

His delegation . therefore would support the 
suggestion made by the Australian representative 
at the 133rd plenary meeting, that the General 
Assembly should adopt the first three paragraphs 
of the resolution proposed by the President, 
and should at the same time refer to the First 
Committee the formulation of additional meas­
ures which, as the Trusteeship Council report 
indicated, would· be necessary to ensure the 
effective maintenance of law and order in 

1 See Official Records of the Trusteeship Council, Second 
Session, 44th meeting. 

2 Ibid., 41st meeting. 

France (document A/546), mais elle suggere 
que cette proposition soit modifiee, car .elle vou­
drait que les mesures prises sauvegardent, non 
seulement les avoirs de la munidpalite, mais ega­
lement tousles avoirs de l'Etat palestinien. 

M. SAYRE (Etats-Unis d'Amerique) declare 
que le Gouvernement des Etats-Unis est a la 
recherche d'un arrangement pratique qui per­
mettrait d'as~mrer la continuation; a 1 etusalerh, 
des services municipaux apres le 15 riiai, ainsi 
que d'assurer la protection des' droits de ses 
habitants, un approvisionnerhent suffisant en 
vivres et en eau, et une police capable de main­
tenir 1 'ordre dans la ville. 

La delegation des Etats-Unis est toute dis­
posee a appuyer Ia proposition de Ia France, 
a condition qu'on puisse etablir l'actioii ertvi­
sagee sur une base juridique et constitution­
neUe. II serait en effet inconcevable que !'Orga­
nisation des Nations Unis, qui a pour objet 
principal le maintien de la loi et de l'ordte dans 
le monde, neglige Ia necessite de donner a son 
action une base juridique et constitutionnelle. 
C'est essentiellement pour cette raison que les 
Etats-Unis ont insiste sur !'adoption d'un Re­
gime de tutelle temporaire pour Jerusalem, aux 
termes de Ia Charte de !'Organisation des Na~ 
tions Unies, pour l'exercice des pouvoirs sus­
mentionnes. 

M. Sayre rappelle Ia proposition que la d~le­
gation des·Etats-Unis a soumise au Conseil de 
tutelle le 3 mai 1948i, et souligne que cette pro­
position ne visait qu'a une tutelle temporaire. 
Cette proposition n'affecterait en rien les mesures 
qui pourraient ulterieuremeflt etre prises en ce 
qui concerne !'administration de Jerusalem; de 
meme, cette proposition ne serait affectee en 
rien si !'ensemble de la Palestine etait place 
sous tutelle. Ainsi que M. Gerig l'a declare au 
Conseil de tutelle, au nom de la delegation des 
Etats-Unis, le 30 .avril2 , "les Etats-Unis sont 
disposes a cooperer pleinement avec le Conseil 
·de tutelle et, de meme que d'autres Etats 
Membres, a prendre leur part des responsabili­
tes assumees par !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies pour l'etablissement et le fonctionnemeht 
d'une administration municipale provisoire dans 
la ville de jerusalem". 

La delegation des Etats-Unis appuiera done 
la suggestion du representant de l'Australie, 
faite au cours de la 133eme seance pleniere, 
selon laquelle l'Assemblee generale devrait 
adopter les trois premiers paragraphes de la 
resolution presentl!e par le President, et, en 
meme temps, charger la Premiere Commission de 
formuler les mesures supplementaires qui, comme 
l'indique le rapport du Conseil de tutelle, seraient 
necessaires pour assurer le maintien effectif de 

1 Voir les Proces-verbaux oificiels du Conseil de tutelle, 
Deuxieme Session, 44eme seance. 

2 Ibid., 41eme seance. 
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Jerusalem. The proposal of the French delegation, 
as well as the United States proposal for tempo­
rary trusteeship for Jerusalem, should be referred 
immediately to the First Committee for further 
action. 

A vote was taken on the draft resolution submit­
ted by the President (document A/545). 

The first paragraph was adopted by 45 votes to 
none, with 5 abstentions. 

The second paragraph was adopted by 36 votes 
to none, with 16 abstentions. 

The PRESIDENT then put the third paragraph 
to the vote. 

Mr. PARODI (France) considered that, in 
view of the close connexion existing between 
the third paragraph of the President's resolution 
and the draft resolution submitted earlier by the 
French delegation (document A/546), it might 
be advantageous if the vote on the third para­
graph were deferred, and the paragraph were 
referred for consideration to the organ entrusted 
with the elaboration of further measures. 

He agreed that it might be important for the 
Mandatory Power to be advised in good time 
so that it might consider the appointment of a 
special commissioner, but believed that no delay 
would arise from the simultaneous consideration 
ofthe third paragraph and the French proposal. 

.Mr. RYCKMANS (Belgium) called attention 
to the fact that the proposal contained in para­
graph 3 of section II of the report of the Trustee­
ship Council could only be implemented if the 
British High Commissioner in Jerusalem were 
informed before 9 May of the decision of the 
General Assembly. If the question were referred 
to the First Committee, and the Committee 
did not act soon enough to allow the decision 
to reach Jerusalem before 9 May so that the 
High Commissioner might act, the recommenda­
tion contained ih paragraph 3 could no longer 
be implemented. 

Mr. PARODI (France) did not agree with the 
remarks made by the Belgian representative. 
The date for the withdrawal of the Mandatory 
Power was 15 May, and he did not understand 
why the new date of 9 May had arisen. In any 
case if the First Committee acted without delay, 
there would be sufficient time to take a decision 
before 9 Mar. 

Mr. SAYRE (United States of America) 
supported the remarks made by the Belgian 
representative. He explained that the date of 
9 May was significant because in order to invest 
the proposed special municipal commissioner 
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la loi et de l'ordre a Jerusalem. La proposition 
de la delegation frim!;aise; aihsi que la proposi• 
tion des Etats-Unis tendant a etablir une tutelle 
t~mporaire pour Jerusalem, devrait eti"e 'ren" 
voyee immediatement a la Premiere Coni.mi'ssion 
qui y donnerait suite. 

Il est procede au vote sur le projet de r€soiution 
du President (document A/545). 

Par 45 voix, contre zero, avec 5 abstentions, le 
premier paragraphe est adopte. 

Par 36 voix contfe zero, avec 16 abstent~ons, le 
deuxieme paragraphe est adopte. 

Le PRESI'DENT met ensuite aux voix le froi­
sieme paragraphe. 

M. PARODI (France) estime que, en raison du 
rapport etroit qui existe entre 1e troisieme para­
graphe de la resolution du President et le projet 
de resolution soumis anterieurerrient par la dele" 
gation fran!;aise (document A/546), il pourrait 
etre av;;_ntageux de differer le vote sur le troi­
sieme paragraphe, et de renvoyer ce :paragraphe 
pour examen a l'organe charge de !'elaboration 
des mesures ulterieures. 

II admet qu'il peut etre important pour la 
Puissance mandataire d'etre inforniee en temps 
utile afin qu'elle puisse envisager la nomi­
nation d'un commissaire special; il estime ce­
pendant qu'un examen simultane du troisieme 
paragraphe et de la proposition fran!;aise n'en­
tra!nerait ai.lcun retard. 

M. RYc:kM:ANS (Belgique) fait remarquer que 
la proposition figurant au troisieine paragraphe 
de. la deuxieme partie du rapport du Conse11 de 
tutelle ne peut etre mise en application que si 
le Haut Commissaire britannique a Jerusalem 
est informe avant le 9 mai de la decision 'prise 
par l'Assemblee generale. Si la question est ren­
voyee a la Premiere Commission et que cette 
derniere n'agit pas assez vite pour que la deci­
sion parvienne a Jerusalem avant le 9 mai, de 
fa!;on que le Haut Commissaire puisse prendre 
des mesures, il sera trop tard pour que la recom­
mandation figurant au troisieme paragraphe 
puisse etre mise en application. 

M. PARODI (France) ne peut souscrire aux ' 
observations formulees par le repr~sentant de la 
Belgique. Puisque le Mandat du Royaume-tJni 
n'expire que le 15 mai, il ne comprend pas pour­
quai on a mentionne la date du 9 mai. En tout 
cas, si la Premiere Commission agit sans retard, 
l'Assemblee disposera d'un delai suffisant pour 
prendre une decision avant le 9 mai. 

M. SAYRE (Etats-Unis d'Amerique) donne 
son appui aux observations faites par le repre­
sentant de la B~lgique. II explique que la date 
du 9 mai a sa raison d'etre. En effet, avant que le 
commissaite municipal special soit nahti de pou-



with adequate powers to carry out his duties in 
the city of Jerusalem, additional powers would 
have to be conferred upon him by the appropriate 
authorities in London.. A few days would be 
required for those powers to be formulated and 
despatched to the High Commissioner of Pales­
tine and as the appointment of the special muni­
cipal commissioner, acceptable to both Jews and 
Arabs, would have to be made before 15 May, 
time was obviously running very short. The 
United Kingdom representative had stated in the 
Trusteeship Council1 that unless the General 
Assembly took action on the matter by 9 May, 
it would be too late to implement the proposed 
decision. 

Mr. KHALIDY (Iraq) expressed his support 
of the views expressed by the Belgian repre­
sentative, and added that the third paragraph 
was a very important item in the draft resolu­
tion under consideration. He expressed the hope 
that the chance b~ing offered to both Jews and 
Arabs to reach an agreement on one particular 
point would not be wasted, and urged that rapid 
action be taken on the question under discussion. 

Mr. EL-KHOURI (Syria) said that, as the repre­
sentative of France had already expressed his 
point of view at length atthe 133rd plenary meet­
ing, he did not think any useful purpose would 
be served by referring the French amendment 
to the First Committee. That amendment 
recommended the appointment of a special 
municipal commissioner in· Jerusalem to govern 
in the name of the United Nations. In his 
opinion, that act was unconstitutional and 
against the principles expressed in the Charter. 

At a previous meeting, it had been said that 
the General Assembly was not empowered to 
assume administering authority without a trus­
teeship agreement concluded under Chapters 
XII and XIII of the Charter. No such agree-

. ment had been concluded with regard to J eru­
salem; what had been d~cided was simply to 
agree on a provisional administrative arrange­
ment which would protect the people of the city. 
No decision of the Assembly would have effect 
unless the consent of both parties had been ob­
tained. If the French suggestion were accepted, 
and a municipal commissioner were sent to 
Jerusalem under the auspices of the United 

· Nations, ·such a Commissioner would not 
command the obedience of the inhabitants. 

In the opinion of the Syrian representative, 
the Trusteeship Council had acted legally and 
constitutionally, and had wished to avoid 
making any recommendation which would be 
outside the competence of the Assembly. He 
considered it would be a waste of time to refer 

1 See Official Records of the Trusteeship Council, Second 
Session, 46th meeting. 
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voirs appropries qui lui permettent d'assurer ses 
fonctions a J erusa:lem, les autorites competentes 
de Londres devront lui conferer des pouvoirs 
supplementaires. Quelques jours seraient ne­
cessaires pour determiner ces pouvoirs et .en 
notifier !'octroi au Haut Commisijaire pour la 
Palestine. Etant donne que la nomination d'un 
commissaire m;unicipal special qui convienne a 
la fois aux J uifs et aux Arabes doit intervenir 
avant le ts mai, il est evident que le temps fait 
de plus en plus defaut. Le representant du 
Royaume-U ni a declare au Conseil de tu telle1 que, 
au cas ou l'Assemblee generale ne prendrait pas 
de mesures avant le 9 mai, il serait trap tard 
pour mettre en application la decision envisagee. 

M. KHALIDY (Irak) se rallie aux vues expo­
sees par le representant de la Belgique. 11 ajoute 
que le troisieme paragraphe constitue un point 
tres important du projet de resolution que l'on 
examine actuellement. II espere que l'on saura 
tirer parti de cette occasion offerte aux J uifs et 
aux Arabes d'aboutir a un accord sur un point 
determine, et. demande instamment que l'on 
prenne des mesures rapides au .sujet de la ques­
tion qui fait !'objet de la presente discussion. 

M. EL-KHOURI (Syrie) declare que, le repre­
sentant de la France ayant deja longuement 
expose son point de vue au cours de la 133eme 
seance pleniere, il ne servirai"t a rien, a son avis, 
de renvoyer l'amendement fran~ais devant la 
Premiere Commission. Cet amendement recom­
mande la nomination d'un commissaire muni­
cip2.l special a Jerusalem, lequel gouvernerait 
au nom de !'Organisation des Nations Unies. 
A son sens, cet acte est inconstitutionnel et 
contraire aux principes enonces par la Charte. 

Lars d'une seance precedente, il a ete dit que 
l'Assemblee generale n'est pas competente pour 
assurer une autorite administrative sans un ac­
cord de tutelle conclu conformement aux Cha­
pitres XII et XIII de la Char.te. Or, aucun ac­
cord de ce genre n'a ete conclu pour Jerusalem; 
on a simplement decide de prevoir, a titre pro­
visoire, un arrangement d'ordre administratif 
afi.n de proteger les habitants de la ville. Aucune 
decision de l'Assemblee ne serait operante si elle 
ne s'appuyait sur le consentement des deux 
parties interessees. Si l'on acceptait la propo­
sition fran~aise, et si les Nations Unies en­
voyaient un commissaire municipal a Jerusalem, 
ce dernier n'aurait aucun pouvoir pour imposer 
son autorite aux habitants. 

De l'avis du representant de la Syrie, le Con­
seil de tutelle a agi d'une fa~on legale et cons­
titutionnelle en voulant eviter de faire des re­
commandations qui seraient en dehors de la 
competence de l'Assemblee. II considere que "le 
renvoi de cette question a la Premiere Com-

1 Voir les Proces-verbaux officiels du Conseil de tutelle, 
Deuxieme Session, 46eme seance. ' 



the matter to the First Committee, where the 
s<~;me arguments would be heard and where the 
same opposition would be forthcoming from both 
parties. The United Nations would be placed 
in a critical position if it gave orders which were 
ignored and sent officials who were not obeyed. 
He therefore considered "that the recommenda­
tions of the Trusteeship Council were adequate 
and covered all measures which could properly 
be taken at the present time by the United 
Nations. 

Mr. KATZ-SUCHY (Poland) did not understand 
wtJ.y a municipal commissioner appointed by the 
United Kingdom for Jerusalem would be con­
sidered legal, and why, such a commissioner 
appointed by the United Nations would be 
considered illegal. 

He stated that the procedure of the meeting 
was not being conducted in accordance with the 
rules of procedure of the General Assembly. A 
French amendment had been submitted to the 
draft resolution proposed by the President. 
In Mr. Katz-Suchy's opinion, that amendment 
should be voted first, whether the resolution 
was voted in parts or in toto. The Assembly 
had' so far adopted two paragraphs which were 
meaningless. If the vote on the French amend­
ment was to be postponed, the voting· on the 
third paragraph of the draft resolution should 
also be postponed. He pointed out that if the 
suggestion of the United States representative 
to adopt the third paragraph were accept~d,. 
the Assembly would be faced with the appoint­
ment of a municipal commissioner by the Man­
datory Power. In such a case, the question of 
the presence in Jerusalem of a United Nations 
representative would be postponed ad infinitum, 
probably until the Assembly had finished its 
consideration. 

The PRESIDENT regretted that he could. not 
agree with the proposal made by the represent­
ative of Poland. The only question now before 
.the General Assembly, was a motion presented 
by the representative of France requesting a 
postponement of the vote on the third para­
graph of the draft resolution proposed by the 
President. Such action was covered by rule 70, 
paragraph (c), of the rules of procedure, and he 
would therefore put to the vote the proposal 
of the French representative to postpone 
consideration of the third paragraph of the draft 
resolution submitted by the President. 

The proposal was rejected by 28 votes to Jl, 
with 10 abstentions. 

The Assembly then proceeded to vote on the 
third paragraph of the draft resolution proposed 
by the President. 

mission, ou les m~mes arguments seraient deve­
loppes et la m~me opposition se ferait sentir de 
la part des deux parties, ne ferait qu'entratner 
une perte de temps inutile. L'Organisation des 
Nations Unies se trouverait placee dans une 
situation critique si elle donnait des ordres·dont 
il ne serait pas tenu compte et envoyait des emis­
saires qui ne seraient pas obeis.· Le representant 
de la Syrie estime, en cons~quence, que les re­
commandations du Conseil de tutelle etaient 
appropriees et visaient toutes les mesures que les 
Nations Unies pouvaient raisonnablement es­
perer prendre actuellement. 

M. KATZ-SUCHY (Pologne) ne comprend pas 
pourquoi un commissaire nomme a Jerusalem 
par le Royaume-Uni serait considere comme le­
gal.alors qu'un commissaire nomme par !'Orga­
nisation des Nations Unies serait considere 
comme illegal. 

II declare que la procedure smv1e n'est pas 
conforme au n~~glement interieur de l'Assemblee 
generale. L'Assemblee se trouve saisie d'un 
amendement fran~ais au projet de resolution 
propose par le President. M. Katz-Suchy estime 
que cet amendement doit ~tre mis aux voix 
d'abord, que la resolution soit votee par para­
graphes ou dans son ensemble. L' Assemblee a 
jusqu'ici adopte deux paragraphes qui ne si­
gnifient rien. Si l'on veut remettre le vote sur 
l'amendement fran~ais, on doit egalement re­
mettre le vote sur le troisieme paragraphe de la 
resolution. Il signale que, si l'on se rangeait ala 
suggestion du representant des Etats-Unis en 
adoptant le troisieme paragraphe, l'Assemblee 
se trouverait placee devant la nomination d'un 

· commissaire municipal, faite par. la Puissance 
mandataire. En pareil cas, la question de 
!'envoi a Jerusalem d'un representant des Na­
tions Unies devra ~tre remise a une date inde­
terminee, probablement jusqu'a ce que l'As­
semblee ait fini d'etudier le problem~. 

Le PRESIDENT regrette de ne pouvoir se ranger 
a la proposition faite par le representant de la 
Pologne. La seule question dont l'Assemblee 
soit saisie en ce moment est une proposition pre­
sentee par le representant de la France, deman­
dant l'ajournement du vote sur le troisieme 
paragraphe du projet de resolution propose 
par le President. Une telle demande est conforme 
au paragraphe c) de !'article 70 du reglement 
interieur, et, en consequence, le President met 
aux voix la proposition presentee par le repre­
sentant de la France et tendant a remettre l'exa­
men du troisieme paragraphe du projet de re­
solution prese.nte par le President. 

Par 28 voix contre 11, avec 10 abstentions, la 
proposition est rejetee. 

L'Assemblee procede ensuite au vote sur le 
troisieme paragraphe du projet de resolution 
du President. 
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The th~rd paragraph of the draft resolution of 
the President was adopted by 35 votes to 2, with 
14 abstentions. 

The PRESIDENT said that the next step should 
be to vote on the proposal presented by the 
representative of France (document A/546) 
i~ s:ubstitution of the fourth paragraph of the 
P~esid~nt's. draft resolution. He thought, how­
ever, that the proposal of the Australian repre­
sentative (document A/547) replacing the fourth 
paragraph by an amendment which would refer 
to the First Committee the question of the right 
to decide cin further measures to be taken, 
should have priority. He would therefore put 
the Australian proposal tp the vote. 

Mr. Hool) (Australia) agreed to a suggestion 
by Mr. KYROU (Greece) that the words "cir 
its subsidiary bodies" should be added to the 
Australian text after the words "First Com­
mittee". 

T.hus (],mended the A u.stralian amendment 
to t'fte draft re~qlution was adopted by 28 votes 
to n,one, 'o/_ith 21 abstentions. 

Th~ PRESIDENT said that, ~f there were po 
objections, the French proposal (document 
A/546) would be referred to the First Com­
mittee. 

· The Presi£1ent' s proposal was adopted. 

Mr. KATZ-SUCHY (Poland), speaking on a 
point of order, referred to rule 81 of the rules of 
procedure of the General Assembly which re­
quired that a proposal sh.ould be put to a fi.nal 
vote in its entirety, after if had been voted on 
separately in parts. On the basis of rules 81 
and' 82 of the rules of proced11re, the entire 
resolution before the Assembly had not been, 
and could not be, voted upon until a decision 
had been taken on the French amendment and 
op. th,e {ourth p~ragraph of the resolution. Mr. 
E:at~-Suchy asked th,e President, therefore, 
~hether his vi~w was correct that, as long as the 

~ i. ; . . ' . . . . 

cl,e.cisi,ol). in qu,estion had not been taken, the 
re~oh1~ion b,efore th«;! As!)emb~y wa!) not in force. 

' . . . . ' . 

The PRESIDENT agreed that the interpretation 
given by ·the representative of Poland to rule 81 
was corre~t. Therefore, at the request of the 
Polish representative, the Assembly would vote 
on the whole resolution, which had just been 
voted upon in parts. 

Mr .. KATZ_-SUCHY (Poland), speaking on a 
point of order, said that he did not think that 
a vote could be taken on the entire resolution as, 
by a large majority, the General Assembly had 
just decided to .postpone the vo~e on the final 
paragraph of the resolution. 

Par 35 voix contre 2, a'l!ec 14 absterz-#9-rz:s, ll! 
troisieme paragraphe du projet de resolution d~ 
President est adopte. 

Le PRESIDENT dit que l'A!)semb!ee devrait 
maintenant voter sur Ia propositio.n presentee 
par le representant de la France (docu)Jleqt 
A/546) pour remplacer Ie quatrier.ne par'l-graphe 
du projet de resolution du President. Toutefois, 
il estime que c'est Ia proposition du represen­
tant de l'Australie (document A/547), qui tencl 
a remplacer le quatrieme paragraphe par un 
amendement aux termes duquel serait renvoyee 
a la Premiere Commission la question du droit 
de d_ecider des mesures ulterieur~~ a prenc;lre, qui 
devrait avoir Ia priorite. II declare done qu'iJ 
m.ettra aux voix la proposition austraJienn~. 

M. Hoon (A,ustralie) accepte une sugg~stion 
fait par M. KYROU (Grece) et tendant a ajquter 
au texte australien, apres les mots "Pr~miere 
Commission", les mots "ou ses organes Sl,lbsi­
diaires". 

Par 28 voix· contre zero, avec 21 abstentions 
l' am~ndement australien, ainsi modijie, au projet 
de resolution du President est adopte. 

Le PRESIDENT declare que, s'il n'y a pas d'ob­
jection, la proposition fran!;aise (c;locument 
A/546) sera renvoy~e a Ia Premiere Commiss~on. 

La propqsition du President est adoptee. 

M. KATZ-SUCHY (Pologne), soulevant 1lne 
question d'ordre, rappelle I'articl,e 81 du regle­
ment interieur de I'Assemblee generale, a11x 
termes duquel toute proposition doit etre mi9e 
aux voix dans son ensemble, apres avqir fait 
!'objet d'un vote par paragraphes. Conforme­
ment aux articles 81 et 82 du reglement interieur, 
l'Assemblee n'a pas procede, et ne saurait pro­
ceder, a un vote sur !'ensemble des resolution9 
dont elle se trouve saisie, avant qu'une decision 
ne soit intervenue au sujet de l'amendement 
fran!;ais et du quatrieme paragraphe de la reso­
lution. M. Katz-Suchy demande. done au Pr.e­
s~dent s'il fait erreur en pensant que, tant que 
les decisions en question n'auront pas He prises, 
Ia resolution qui se trouve <;levant i'Assemblee 
n'est pas effectivement adoptee. 

Le PRESIDENT convient que l'interpretati.on 
de L'article 81 faite par le represent;:~,nt d~ la 
Pologne est exacte. En consequence, a !;1 de­
maude du representant de la Pologne, le Pre­
sident met aux voix !'ensemble de la resolution 
qui vient d'etre votee par paragraphes. 

M. KATZ-SUCHY (Pologne), soulevant une 
question d'ordre, n'admet pas que !'on puisse 
voter sur !'ensemble de la resolution, etant 

·donne que, par une forte majori.te, l'Assemblee 
v:ient de de,cider de remettre le vote sur le ~der­
nier paragraphe de la resolution. 
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The PRESIDENT explain~d that the Assembly 
had adopted the Australian amendment repl;=;.c­
ing the fourth paragraph of the resolution, 
whereby the question of further . measures for· 
the protection of the city of Jerusalem and its 
inhabitants ·was referred to the First Committee 
for its.consideration~ The Pre.sidep.t ruled that 
that amendment in no way affec;:ted t)J.e position 
of the remainder of the propo~?al which had been 
voted upon, and that the Assembly should pro­
ceed to vote on the resolution as a whole, in 
accordance with rule 81 of the rules of procedure. 

The r(Jsolu.tiqn as a whole, as amended, was 
atf,opted by :$5 votes to none, with 17 abstentions. 

The meeting rose at 4.20 p.m. 

HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIFTH 
PLENARY MEETING 

Held at Flushing Meadow, New York, on Friday, 
14 May 1948, at 4.40 p.m. 

President: Dr. J. ARCE (Argentina). 

18. Further consideration of the question 
of the future government of Palestine: 
report of the First Committee (document 
A/5.5') 

Th~ PRJ!:~ID:jj:NT r.ule<;l that at3 the question 
h~<i ~Jready b~~n di~?.cussed at leng:th in the Fir~?:t 
Cor.n~it:t~e a:n<;i its sub-committees, each speaker 
woul<;i be alJowed only five r.ninutes. TP.e rights 
of a,ll the countries represel).ted would thus be 
r~spept~d a,nd tl}.e A~sembly woulq be able to sit 
u,ntil it~ tas.k was cor.nple:ted. 

Mr. SAYRE (United States of America) said 
that if the Assembly ~as to institute a trustee­
ship agreement for the gover-nment of Jerusalem, 

·it must do so before. the termination of the 
Mandate, namely, in an hour. Consequently, 
the draft resolution recommeqded by Sub­
Committee 10 of the First Committee and trans­
II,li,t·te<f .to t;he As~ernbly by that Committee 
(<;i9<;u~w~nt A/C.1n98) should be discussed 
first, He was prompte.<;l to make that proposal 
by P,is own coun:tr.y's realization of the need. 
for provi<;\ing sQme fonn of gov,ernment, law 
a~d o.rder :fo.r Jerusalem in th.e present circum­
st~nc~s, in view of world interest iri the security 
of t;he people a,nd the . protecti.on of the Holy 

. f>l~ces jn that sacre<;l city. 

Le PRESIDENT explique que l'amendeinent 
australien, qui rem'place le quatrieme para:­
graphe de la resolution, et que l'Assemblee 
vient d'adopter, prevoit le renvoi · devant la 
Premiere Commission, aux fins d'examen, des 
mesures ulterieures a prendre pour assurer la 
protection de la. ville de J ~rusalel:!l et de ses 
habitants. Le Presiqep.t decide que !'amende~ 
ment en question n'affecte en rien le reste de la 
proposition qui a ete votee, et que l'Assemblee 
pr:ocedera au vote sur !'ensemble de la resolu­
tion, conformement a !'article 81 du reglement 
interieur. 

Pq,r 35 vpi~ cqntre zero, avec 17 ab~!entiorrs, la 
resolution dq,ns son ensemb~e, avec les amend~~ 
ments, est :adoptee. 

La seance est levee a 16 h. 20. 

CENT-TRENTE-CINQUIEME SEANCE 
PLENIERE 

Tent{-e q, Ji'Jitshfng }.{e~dqw, New- Yqrk, le vendr(J# 
14 mai 1948, a 16 h. 30. 

President: Le Dr J. ARCE (Argentine). 

18. Poursui~e 'de l'examen de Ia question du 
gouvernement futur de Ia Palestine: 
rapport de Ia Premiere Commission 
(document A/55') 

Le PRESIDENT dedde que, etant doime que la 
·question a deja ete ampl~ment d.ebattue a ,la 
Premier.e Com11.1ission et . dans ses sous-com­
rriissions, le temps de parole de chaque oratelir 
sera limite a cinq minutes. De cette fa!;6n, les 
dro.its de tous les pays representes seront ·res~ 
pectes · et l'Assemblee pourra sieger jusq1,1'a 
l'achevement de sa t~che. 

M. SAYRE (Etats-Unis d!Amerique) declare 
que, .si l'Assemblee doit etablir tin a~cord de_ 
tutelle pour le gouvernement de Jerusalem, il est 
necessaire que cet accord intervien~e. ava~t 
!'expiration du Mandat, c'est-a-dire dans une 
heure. II faudrait done que le debat porte en, 
premier lieu sur le projet de resolution recom­
mande p,ar la Sous~Commission ~0 de Ia Pr~m~ere 
Commjs~ioq et transmis a l'Assemblee par ce.tt~ 
Cor.nmission (document A/C.1/298). Le repr.~­
septant <;iep E~a,ts-lTnis fai,t c.e.tte pr;cipo~ition ,~ 
,cause du ~entiment de son p,r~pr!'! pays, qui se 
r~nd pleinement compte qe Ja nec~~s,i~e de pre­
voir une c~rtaip.e forme de gouvernement, ,de 
.legc;~;lit~ ~;t <;l'ordre fl. J eru,salem dans ~es cir­
~CO!lStCI,IJ,C~~ ;preseiltes, etl;l.nt doi).p.e le pr:ix q~'?-t­
,tache le monde en tier ala securite des habitants 

• • • ' . '- . ',, ••. , • l ..... ' • 

. et a Ja pi:otect,ion, des ~iejlX sa,il).tS dafi;S .~et;te 
ville ~a.cre~: 

Speaking on~ point of or<;ier, Mr. TsARAPKIN ·M. TsARAPKINE. (Union des .Republiques so-
(Union of So:viet Sod.~list Republics) opposed; ,cialistes .sovietiques), prenant <la pp.r;ole .sur un 

27 



the time-limit for speakers set by the President, 
because dis~ussion of the resolution submitted 
to the First Committee had been curtailed and 
many delegations had been unable to express 
their views. 

The PRESIDENT asked the Assembly to decide 
by a vote whether it accepted the time-limit. 

The President's ruling to limit speeches to five 
minutes was adopted by 35 votes to 11, with 3 
abstentions. 

The PRESIDENT asked the Assembly to decide 
by vote whether it accepted the United States 
proposal that the report of Sub-Committee 10 
on the provisional administration of Jerusalem 
should be .discussed first, although the First 
Committee had taken no decision on that report. 

The proposal of the United States representative 
was adopted by 27 votes to 1, with 16 abstentions. 

CoNSIDERATION OF THE REPORT OF SuB-COM­
MITTEE 10 .(DOCUMENT A/C.1/298) 

Mr. GARREAU (France), Rapporteur of Sub­
Committee 10, recalled that the Sub-Com­
mittee, at its 6th meeting, by 8 votes to 2, with 
4 abstentions, had adopted a proposal by France 
and the United States (document A/C.1/SC.-
10/1/Rev.2) providing for the setting up of a 
temporary administration for Jerusalem until 
31 December 1949. That purely provisional 
administration, based Qn the provisions of 
Chapter XII of the Charter, was not a trustee­
ship system proper. However, the plan greatly 
resembled the draft prepared by the Trusteeship 
Council (document A/541), in pursuance of the 
provisions of resolution 181(II) of 29 November 
1947, which the Council had not, in the end, 
adopted,- because the Assembly had again taken 
up the Palestine question. 

Mr. Garreau refuted the objections raised 
against the draft resolution of Sub-Committee 
10. The duties of the special commissio~er, 
appointed by the British High Commissioner, in 
agreement with the Arab and Jewish parties, 
to administer the city of Jerusalem, were strictly 
limited to ensuring the proper functioning ~f the 
municipal services of the city and to taking 
certain police measures. The commissioner 
would be completely powerless, even under 
the powers conferred on him by the British 
High Commissioner on 11 May (document 
A/C.1/SC.10/2), to secure Jerusalem against 
external aggression. Moreover, at the termina-
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point d'ordre, s'oppose a la limitation du 
temps de parole decidee par Ie President, etant 
donne que Ia discussion sur Ies resolutions pre­
sentees a la Premiere Commission a ete ecour­
tee et qu'un grand nombre de delegations n'ont 
pu exposer leurs points de vue. 

Le PRESIDENT demande a I'Assemblee de 
decider par un vote si elle accepte Ia limitation 
du temps de parole. 

Par 35 voix contre 11, avec 3 abstentions, 
la decision du President de limiter le temps de 
parole a cinq minU;tes est adoptee. 

Le PRESIDENT demande a I'Assemblee de se 
prononcer par un vote sur Ie point de savoir si 
elle accepte la proposition des · Etats-Unis 
d'Amerique qui consiste a discuter en premier 
lieu Ie rapport de Ia Sous-Commission 10 relatif 
a !'administration provisoire de Jerusalem, bien 
que Ia Premiere Commission ne se soit pas pro­
noncee sur ce rapport. 

Par 27 voix contre une, avec 16 abstentions, la 
proposition du representant des Etats- Unis d'Ame­
rique est adoptee. 

EXAMEN DU RAPPORT DE LA Sous-COMMISSION 
10 (DOCUMENT A/C.1/298) 

M. GARREAU (France), Rapporteur de Ia 
Sous-Commission 10, rappelle que Ia Sous-Co~­
mission, au cours de sa 6eme seance, par 8 voix 
contre 2, avec 4 abstentions, a adopte une pro­
position des delegations de Ia France et des 
Etats-Unis (document A/C.1/SC.10/1/Rev.2) 
qui prevoit I'etablissement d'une administra­
tion provis:::>ire pour Jerusalem, devant durer 
jusqu'au 31 decembre 1949. Ce regime d'admi­
nistration purement temporaire, fonde sur I~s 

dispositions du Chapitre XII de Ia Charte, 
n'est pas, a proprement parler, un Regime 
de tutelle. Toutefois, ce projet se rapproche, dans 
une large mesure, du projet elabore par le Conseil 
de tutelle (document A/541), en vertu des dis­
positions de Ia resolution 181 (II) du 29 novem­
bre 1947 et que le Conseil n'a finalement pas 
adopte parte que l'Assemblee s'est alors saisie 
de nouveau du probleme de Ia Palestine. 

M. Garreau refute les objections qui ont ete 
presentees' contre le pro jet de resolution de la 
Sous-Commission 10. Le· commissaire special 
designe par le Haut Commissaire britannique 
pour administrer la ville de Jerusalem, avec 
!'accord des deux parties, arabe et juive, a des 
fonctions strictement limitees qui consistent a 
assurer Ia bonne marche des services munici­
paux de Ia ville et a prendre certaines mesures 
de police. Ce commissaire serait absolument im­
puissant, m@me en vertu des pouvoirs qui lui 
ont ete conferes Ie 11 mai par le Haut Com­
missaire britanniq-qe (document A/C.1/SC.10/2) 
a assurer Ia securite de Jerusalem contre une 



tion of the British Mandate, the special. com­
missioner wou~d have no relations with any 
territorial authority and could do nothing to 
protect the Holy City from the danger of total 
destruction feared by the whole world. 

Mr. MoE (Norway) Rapporteur of the First 
Committee, drew the Assembly's attention to 
paragraph 15 of the report (document A/552), 
which dealt with the Secretary-General's state­
ment on the budgetary implications of the draft 
resolution recommended by Sub-Committee 9 
of the First Committee. The Secretary-G~neral 
estimated, although he was unable to give an 
exact figure, that the implementation of the 
resolution would entail anexpenditure of about 
$100,000; that sum could be included in the 
extraordinary expenses for the maintenance of 
international peace and security authorized 
by the General Assembly1 at its second session, 
up to a maximum amount of $2,000,000. 

He also pointed out that the First Committee 
had decided "to refer to, the General Assembly 
the report of Sub-Committee 10 (docu~ent 
A/C.1/293) with the amendments submitted 

·to 'it, without making any recommendations." 

Mr. T ARASENKO (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic) maintained his delegation's view 
that the city of Jerusalem should be given a 
permanent and not a temporary status. The 
solution advoca:ted by the First Committee 
might even give rise to misunderstandings and 
conflicts and could. have very dangerous conse­
quences for the peoples of Palestine and for 
peace and security in the Middle East. He 
opposed the draft resolution as being inspired 
by selfish interests alien to those of the 
Palestine population. 

Mahmoud Bey FAWZI (Egypt) regretted 
that the duration of speeches had been limited 

'when such an important question was being 
discussed. 

The idea of establishing a trusteeship system 
for Jerusalem was contrary to the right of self­
determination to which the inhabitants of the 
Holy City were as much entitled as all other 
peoples of the world. Moreover, it had been 
recognized that the people of Palestine, including 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, were now ready 
for independence. 

Justification of the regime by a desire to 
protect the Holy Places was a worthless argu-

1 See Official Records of the second session of the General 
·Assembly, Resolutions, No. 166 (II) B, page 88. 

agression exterieure. D'autre part, ce com­
missaire se trouvera, a l'expir~tion du Mandat 
britannique, depourvu de liens avec une auto­
rite territoriale et ne pourrait rien pour proteger 
la Ville sainte contre le risque de destruction 
totale que le monde entier redoute. 

M. MoE (Norvege), Rapporteur de la Pre-
. miere Commission, attire !'attention de l'As­
semblee sur le paragraphe 15 du rapport (docu­
mep.t. A/552)·, qui a trait a la declaration. du 
Secretaire general sur les incidences budgetaires 
du projet de resolution recommande par la 
Sous-Commission 9 de la Premiere Com­
mission. Le Secretaire general estime, sans pou­
voir donner un chiffre exact, que !'application de 
la resolution entralnerait une d~pense d'environ 
100.000 dollars qui poun,-ait @tre comprise dans 
les depenses e{{traordin~ires prevues pour le 
maintien de la paix et de la securite internatio­
nales, lesquelles ont ete autorisees par l'Assem­
blee generalel, lors de sa deuxieme session ordi­
naire, pour un montant maximum de deux 
millions de dollars. 

Le Rapporteur souligne egalement que la 
Premiere Commission a decide "de renvoyer a 
1' Assemblee generale sans formuler de recom­
mandations le rapport de la Sous-Commission 10 
(document A/C.1/298) les amendements 
afferents". 

M. T ARASSENKO (Republique socialiste sovie­
tique d'Ukraine) maintient le.point de vue de sa 
delegation',' a savoir que c'est un statu.t definitif 
qu'il faut donner a la ville de jerusalem et non 
un statut provisoire. La solution preconisee par 
la Premiere Commission offre de grartdes possi­
bilites de malentendus et de conflits et peut en­
trainer des consequences tres dangereuses pour 
les peuples de Palestine, ai.nsi que pour la paix 
et la securite du Moyen Orient. Le representant 
de !'Ukraine s'eleve contre ce projet de resolution 
qui est inspire par des inter@rs egoi:stes et etran­
gers a ceux des populations de Palestine. -

Mahmoud Bey FAWZI (Egypte) regrette que 
le temps de parole ait ete limite quand le debat 
porte sur une question d'une telle importance. 

L'idee de la creation d'un regime de tutelle 
'pour Jerusalem est contraire a ce droit de dis­
poser d'eux-m@mes que les habitants de Ia Ville 
sainte possedent au m@me titre que tous les 
peuples du monde. Il a ete reconnu, d'ailleurs, 
que les peuples de Palestine, y compris les ha­
bitants de Jerusalem, sont m,1lrs, main tenant, 
pour l'independance. ' 

L"argument qui consiste a justifier le regime 
par le desir d'assurer Ia protection des Lieux 

1 Voir les Documents officiels de la deuxieme session de, 
l'Assemblee generate, Resolutions, No 166 (II) B, page 88. 
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ment. Throughout the centuries, the Arab 
world had been able to preserve the Holy Places 
of Palestine, and now, although people .wished 
to ignore that fact, there was a truce in J erusa­
lem. That could be confirmed by the United 
Kingdom representative who, for a few minutes 
longer, was still the representative of the Man­
datory Power. The Egyptian representative 
wished to repeat that such hasty conclusion of 
the discussion on a vital question increas~d the 
confusion of a situation that was only too con­
fused already. He hoped that the Assembly 
would let itself be guided by wisdom. 

Mr. PARODI (France) said that the position 
adopted by the French delegation regarding the 
special question of Palestine still held good, par­
ticularly since the latest reports showed that 
the situation in the Hoiy City was neither stable 
nor.secure. The truce, which had been used as an 

·argument against the temporary regime proposed 
by th~ United States and French delegations, 
had certainly existed in principle and in various 
forms for several weeks, but was, in fact, little 
respected. According to a telegram dated 13 

·May, there had been a violent exchange of fire 
from automatic weapons in the south-western 
suburbs of Jerusalem that night. Moreover, it had 
been announced that the Consuls General of 
Syria, Egypt and Iraq had leftJerusalem and that 
other consuls of Arab countries were also prepar­
ing to leave. Thus the city of Jerusalem was left 
in a dangerously vulnerable position and un­
fortunately there was reason to belive that if 
hostilities spread, they would centre on the 
Holy City, which had a large Jewish population 
in the midst of an Arab ~ountry. 

He was sorry to note that nmuerous procedu­
ral difficulties and arguments had prevented the 
implementation of the decision taken by a very 
substantial majority of the General Assembly 
at the beginning of the session/ which aimed at a 
rapid solution of the special problem of the city 

. of Jerusalem. He hoped the Assembly would 
have the courage and the determination to 
complete the most constructive part of the task 
it had undertaken, namely, that relating to the 
Jerusalem regime, for the other solution sub­
mitted to the Assembly merely amounted to 
arranging for mediation in Palestine. 

Mr. KHALIDY (Iraq) noted a difference be­
tween thestatementsmadeby therepresentatives 
of the United States and of France regarding the 
proposed regime for the city of Jerusalem: the 
first spoke of a trusteeship agreement, and the 
second of a special administrative arrangement. In 
fact, it was a trusteeship agreement, and legally 
speaking the United Nations could not, under 

1 See Official Records of the second special session of the 
General Assembly, Supplement No.2, resolution 185 (S-2). 
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saints est sans valeur. Le monde arabe a su, 
au cours des siecles, defendre les Lieux saints de 
Palestine et, aujourd'hui, bien qu'on ait voulu 
!'ignorer, il y a une treve a Jerusalem, ce que 
pourrait confirmer le representant du Royaume­
Uni qui est encore pour quelques minutes le re­
presentant de Ia Puissance mandataire. Le re­
presentant de l'Egypte tient a repeter que la 
hate que l'on apporte a conclure ce debat sur 
une question vitale accro1t Ia confusion d'une 
situation qui n'est que trop confuse deja. II 
exprime l'espoir que l'Assembl~e se laissera gui­
der par Ia sagesse. 

M. PARODI (France) declare que la position 
adoptee par la delegation fran~aise, relativement 
a la question Speciale de jerusalem, demeure 
d'autant plus valable que les derniers renseigne­
ments re~us montrent que la situation de la 
Ville sainte n'est ni stable, ni sll.re. Cette treve, 
qu'on a invoquee comme un argument contre le 
projet de regime provisoire propose par les de­
legations des. Etats-Unis et de la Frapce, existe 
bien en principe et sous des formes diverses de­
puis plusieurs semaines, mais cette treve est, 
en fait, peu respectee. Selon un telegramme du 
13 mai, " un violent echange de tirs d'armes au­
tomatiques a eu lieu cette nuit dans les faubourgs 
sud-ouest de Jerusalem". L'on annonce, d'autre 
part, que les Consuls generaux de Syrie, 
d'Egypte et d'lrak ont quitte Jerusalem et que 
les autres consuls des pays arabes s'appretent 
egalement a partir. La ville de Jerusalem reste 
done dangereusement exposee et il y a malheu­
reusement des raisons de penser que, si les hos­
tilites se developpent, elles trouveront leur 
centre dans la Ville sainte qui a une forte popu­
lation juive en plein pays arabe. 

M. Parodi regrette de constater que de nom­
breux obstacles de procedure et d'argumentation 
ont emp@che d'executer la dedision prise par 
l'Assemblee generale a une tres forte majorite 
au debut de Ia session1 et qui tendait a apporter 
une solution rapide a la question Speciale de la 
ville de Jerusalem. II souhaite que I' Assemblee 
ait le courage et la volonte d'achever la partie Ia 
plus constructive de l'ceuvre qu'elle a entre­
prise, celle qui a trait au regime de J~rusalem, 
car !'autre solution soumise a l'Assemblee con­
siste simplement a organiser une mediation en 
Palestine. 

M. KHALIDY (lrak) releve une divergence 
entre les declarations des representants des 
Etats-Unis et de la France en ce qui concerne le 
regime ·propose pour la ville de Jerusalem: le 
premier a parle d'un accord de tutelle, le second 
d'un arrangement administratif special. En 
fait, il s'agit d'un accord de tutelle et,· sur le 
plan juridique, les Nations Unies ne peuvent, 

1 Voir les Documents officiels de la deuxieme session extra­
ordinaire de l'Assemblee generale, Supplement No 2, reso­
lution 185(S-2). 



the terms ofthe Charter, itself institute a trustee­
ship agreement and impose it. on a country. 
It was for the Mandatory Power and the 
States directly concerned - in the present 
case the Arab States - to submit a trusteeship 
agreement. That was not what had been done; 
consequently the plan was illegal. 

From the procedural point of view, any draft 
trusteeship agreement must be examined by the 
Fourth Committee. But in the present case the 
proposal (document A/C.1/SC.10/1) for the 
protection of the city of Jerusalem and its· in~ 
habitants had been considered by Sub-Commit­
tee 10 appointed by the First Committee. 

As it had too often done in the past, the United 
Nations was disregarding the practical side of 
the situation it examined. Jerusalem was in 
fact more or less a beleaguered city. After a 
long struggle, the Arabs and the Jews had 
reached some sort of agreement. An adminis­
trative organization was in existence; powers had 
been conferred on a commissioner who, with the 
collaboration of Jews and Arabs, could take the 
necessary measures to protect the population, 
the city and the Holy Places. In those circum­
stances, why try to impose a plan of dubious 
value which was utterly impracticable, would 
give rise to difficulties and would probably 
be stro~gly opposed ? 

The Iraqi delegation. opposed the suggested 
regime for both practical and legal reasons. 

Mr. EL-KHOURI (Syria) said that neither of 
the parties concerned agreed to the trusteeship 
that it was proposed to impose on the population 
of Jerusalem. If the Jews and the Arabs rejected 
that regime, it would have to be imposed on 
them by force. Where would that force come 
from, and could· the Holy City be allowed to 
become a battlefield for the forces of the Ad­
ministering Authprity and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem? Was that how the Assembly in­
tended to restore order in Jerusalem ? 

The trusteeship under consideration was 
obviously not strategic, but an ordinary trustee­
ship which must therefore have the objection 
stated in Article 76b of theChar;ter:"topnmote 
the 'political, economic, social and educational 
advancement of the inhabitants of the trust 
territories, .and their progressive development 
towards self-government or independence as 
may be appropriate to the particular circum­
stances of each territory and its peoples and the 
freely expressed wishes of the peoples concerned, 
and as may be provided by the terms of each 

· trusteeship agreement.'' The people of Jerusalem 
could attain those objectives without any out­
side help. 
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aux termes de la Charte, etablir elles-m~mes un 
accord de tutelle et !'imposer a un pays. C'est 
a la Puissance mandataire et aux Etats directe­
ment interesses, en l'espece au~ Etats arabes, 
qu'il appartient de presenter un accord de tu­
telle. Ce n'est point ce qui a ete fait: Ie projet 
est done illegal. 

Du point de vue de la procedure, tout projet 
d'accord de tutelle doit etre examine par la 

. Quatrieme Commission. Or, dans le cas present, 
c'est la Sous-Commission 10 nommee par la 
Premiere Commission qui a examine la proposi­
tion (document A/C.1/SC.10/1) tendant a la 
protection de la ville de Jerusalem et de ses ha­
bitants. 

L'Organisation des Nations Unies neglige, 
dans le cas· present- comme elle l'a fait trop 
souvent dans le passe- le cote pratique de la 
situation qu'elle examine. J erusal,em est, en fait, 
une ville plus ou moins assiegee. Apres une 
longue lutte, les Arabes et les J uifs sont parvenus 
a une sorte d'accord. Il existe une organisation 
administrative; des pouvoirs ont ete confies 
a un Commisaire qui pourrait avec Ia collabora­
tion des J uifs et des Arabes, prendre les mesures 
necessaires pour proteger les habitants, Ia ville 
et les Lieux saints. Pourquoi vouloir imposer, 
dans ces conditions, un plan dont Ia valeur est 
douteuse, qui est absolument impraticable, qui 
souleverait des difficultes et qui ferait proba­
blement !'objet d'une vive opposition? 

La delegation de I'Irak s'oppose done au re­
gime propose pour:.des raisons d'ordre a 1a fois 
pratique et juridique. 

M. EL-KROURI (Syrie) declare que la tutelle 
qu'on se propose d'imposer aux habitants de 
Jerusalem n'est approuvee par aucune des. par­
ties en cause. Si les J uifs et Ies Arabes refusent ce 
regime, il faudra le leur imposer par la force. 
D'ou viendra cette force et peut-on admettre 
que la Ville sainte devienne un champ de ba­
tatlles entre les forces de l'Autorite chargee de 
!'administration et les habitants de Jerusalem? 
Est-ce ainsi que I' Assemblee en tend retablir 
I' ordre a Jerusalem ? 

II ne s'agit pas evidemment d'une tutelle 
strategique, mais d'une tutelle ordinaire qui 
doit done avoir les buts indiques par Ia Charte 
dans son Article 76b: "favoriser le progr;es poli­
tique, economique et social des populations des 
Territoires sous tutelle, ainsi que Ie developpe­
ment de leur instruction; favoriser egalement 
leur evolution progressive vers Ia capacite a 
s'administrer eux-memes ou I'independance, 
compte tenu des conditions particulieres a 
chaque Terrltoire et a ses populations, des 
aspirations Iibrement exprimees des populations 
interessees et des dispositions qui pourront etre 
prevues dans chaque Accord de tutelle". Voila 
des buts que les habitants de jerusalem peuvent 
atteindre sans aide exterieure. 



· The e;;sen tial aims of the trusteeship system, 
as stated in Article 76 of the Charter could not, 
therefore, be invoked in the present case. More­
over~ would the trusteeship agreement submitted 
to the General Assembly be concluded, in 
accordance with Article 79, by the States directly 
concerned, including the Mandatory Power? 
The answer was in the negative, since the United 
Kingdom and the States directly concerned were 
opposed to tqat regime. Then would the agree­
ment be concluded by States indirectly con­
cerned? Lastly, from the procedural point of view 
the General Assembly could not adopt any 
resolution on the trusteeship question that had 
not been previously decided upon by the Fourth 
Committee. 

There was another very important reason for 
his -opposition~ The existing situation in Jeru­
salem was sufficiently calm and secure. The 
draft before the Assembly would complicate 
that situation and destroy the work done by 
the Security Council, the High Commissioner, 
the Security Council Truce Commission and 
by the Arabs and Jews who had reached a 
lasting truce agreement. Why wreck that work; 
why undermine it with an "explosive" ? 

If the General Assembly did anything illegal 
or of doubtful legality it would thereby justify 
the opposition of the parties concerned. 

Mr. KATZ-SUCHY (Poland) joined in the 
Egyptian representative's protest against~ the 
time limit imposed on speakers, but regretted 
that he and his colleagues had not adopted that 
attitude earlier. 

The Polish Government and people were 
particularly interested in the settlement of the 
Jerusalem question, and their representative had 
consistently held the view that Jerusalem 
should be a corpus separatum with a special 
international status. The Polish delegation 
could not support the draft trusteeship agree­
ment, for reasons already stated at .the 141st 
meeting of the First Committee. 

With regard to the statements made by the 
representatives of Arab States, he felt that they 
were partly responsible for the trusteeship 
question having arisen again, since they had 
often argued in favour of such a regime, despite 
the opposition of the populations concerned. 
·That showed that departure from principles for 
tactical and procedural purposes sometimes 
involved suffering the consequences in questions 
of substance. 

Mr. AZIZ (Afghanistan) said that his delega­
tion would vote against the draft resolution 
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Les fins essentielles du Regime de tutelle, 
telles qu'elles sont enoncees a !'Article 76 
de Ia Charte, ne peuvent done etre invoquees 
dans le cas present. D'autre part, l'accord de 
tutelle· que !'on presente a l'Assemblee generale 
sera-t-il conclu par Ies Etats directement inte­
resses, y compris la Puissance mandataire, con­
formement a !'Article 79? La reponse est nega­
tive; le Royaume-Uni et les Etats directement 
interesses s'opposent ace regime. L'accord sera­
t-il done conclu par des Etats indirectement in­
teresses? 

Enfin, du point de vue de Ia procedure, 
I'Assemblee generale ne peut adopter, pour 
cette question de tutelle, une resolution qui n'a 
pas fait !'objet d'une decision de Ia Quatrieme 
Commission. 

L'opposition du representant de Ia Syrie est 
due a une autre raison tres importante: La si­
tuation a Jerusalem est maintenant suffisam­
ment calme et sftre. Le projet soumis a I'Assem­
blee viendra compliquer cette situation et 
aneantir l'ceuvre accomplie par le Haut-Com­
missaire, par le Conseil de securite, par la Com­
mission de treve creee par le Conseil, et, d'autre 
part, par les Arabes et les J uifs qui se sont mis 
d'accord pour etablir une treve durable. Pour­
quai detruire cette ceuvre, pourquoi la miner 
avec un "explosif" ? 

Si l'Assemblee generale accomplit un acte ille­
gal ou d'une legalite douteuse, elle justifie par 
la meme !'opposition des parties interessees. 

M. KATZ-SUCHY (Pologne) s'associe aux pro­
testations du representant de l'Egypte contre 
la limitation du temps de parole, ·mais regrette 
que cette attitude n'ait pas ete adoptee plus 
t{)t par le representant de l'Egypte. et par ses 
collegues. 

Le Gouvernement et Ie peuple polonais por­
tent une attention Speciale au reglement de la 
question de Jerusalem, et leur representant a 
constamment defendu l'idee que Jerusalem 
devait etre un corpus separatum avec un statut 
international, special. La delegation polonaise 
ne peut pas appuyer le projet d'accord de tutelle 
pour des raisons deja enoncees au cours de la 
141eme seance de la Premiere Commission. 

Au sujet des declarations que viennent de 
faire les representants d'Etats arabes, le repre­
sentant de la Pologne estime que, si Ia question 
de Ia tutelle se pose a nouveau, ils en sont res­
ponsables pour une part, car ils ont souvent 
presente des arguments en faveur. de l'etablisse­
ment d'un tel regime en depit de !'opposition 
des populations desinteressees- ce qui prouve 
que lorsqu'on s'eloigne des principes a des fins 
de tactique et d~ procedure, il arrive que l'on 
en supporte les consequences a propos de ques­
tions de fond. 

M. AZiz (Afghanistan) declare que sa dele­
gation votera contre le projet de resolution, 



because it would not be wise to impose a regime 
likely to impair the truce accepted by the Arabs, 
and also because the establisl\ment of such .a 
regime without the consent of the directly 
interested States, including the Mandatory 
Power, would be a violation of Article 79 of the 
Charter. 

Mr. EL-ERIAN (Yemen) reminded the Assem­
bly that as Palestine remained under British 
Mandate for a few minutes longer, Article 79 
of the Charter was the one that applied. As 
the Iraqi representative had already pointed out, 
the draft before the General Assembly was not 
in conformity with the provisions of that Article; 
it was difficult to understand how the United 
States representative, who supported the draft, 
could also have stated, as he had at the 140th 
meeting ~f the First Committee, that "any 
proposal must be based upon the authority 
of the Charter ... " The representative of Yemen 
associated himqelf with the Egyptian represent­
ative's remarks concerning the right of self­
determination of the people of Jerusalem, a right 
which was provided for in the Charter. His 
delegation would vote against the draft resolu­
tion. 

The PRESIDENT ruled that the discussion was 
closed and that the Assembly would proceed 
to vote, beginning with the amendment sub­
mitted by Mexico (document A/C.l/302) to 
the preamble of document A/C.l/298. 

At the request of the Ukrainian represent­
ative, the vote would be taken by roll-call, 
both on the various amendments and on the 
proposal itself. In accordance with rule 79 
of the rules of procedure, the roll-call would be­
gin with the Member whose name was drawn 
by lot by the President. 

Mr. CoRDIER (Executive Assistant of the 
Secretary-General) read out the ·text of the 
amendment submitted by the Mexican dele­
gation, calling for the replacement of the fifth 
paragraph of the preamble of document A/C. 
1/298 by the following text: 

"Whereas the maintenance of order and 
security in Jerusalem is an urgent question which 
concerns the United Nations as a whole" 

A vote was taken by roll-call, as follows: 

Infavour:_Sweden, United States of America, 
Brazil, China, Dominican Republic, France; 
Guatemala, Honduras, Iceland, Liberia, Luxem­
bourg, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru. 

Against: Syria, Turkey, Union of South Africa, 
Yemen, Afghanistan, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Leba­
non, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia. 
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etant donne, d'une part, qu'il ne serait pas sage 
d'imposer un regime susceptible d'alterer la 
treve acceptee par les Arabes, et que, d'autre 
part, en instituant un tel regime sans le consen­
tement des Etats directement interesses, y com­
pris la Puissance mandataire, l'on violerait l'Ar­
ticle 79 de la Charte. 

M. EL-ERIAN (Yemen) rappelle que, Ia Pa­
lestine etant un territoire qui se trouve pour 
quelques minutes encore sous mandat britan­
nique, c'est !'Article 79 de la Charte qui s'ap­
plique. Or, comme l'a deja fait remarquer le re­
presentant de I'Irak, Ie projet soumis a l'As­
semblee generale n'est pas conforme aux dispo­
sitions de cet Article et l'on comprend mal que 
le representant des Etats-Unis qui defend le pro­
jet ait pu, d'autre part, dans son discours fait 
au cours de la 140eme seance de la Premiere 
Commission, rappeler que "toute proposition 
qui est presentee doit etre fondee sur la Charte 
elle-meme". Le representant du Yemen s'as­
socie a I' observation du representant de l'Egypte 
en ce qui concerne le droit des habitants de Je­
rusalem a disposer d'eux-memes, droit prevu 
dans la Charte. Sa delegation votera contre le 
projet de resolution. 

Le PRESIDENT decide que Ia discussion est 
close et que l'on va proceder aux votes, en com­
men~ant par l'amendement presente par le 
Mexique (document A/C.l/302) qui .se rapporte 
au preambule du document A/C.l/298. · 

A la demande du representant de la Repu­
blique. socialiste sovietique d'Ukraine, le vote 
aura lieu par appel nominal, tant sur le texte 
des divers amendements que sur celui de la 
proposition. Conformement a !'article 79 du re­
glement interieur, l'appel sera fait en commen­
~ant par le Membre dont le nom est tire au sort 
par le President. 

M. CoRDIER (Directeur du Cabinet du Se­
cretaire general) donne lecture du texte de 
l'amendement presente par la delegation du 
Mexique et qui tend, dans le document 
A/C.l/298, a remplacer le cinquieme alinea 
du preambule par le texte suivan~: 

"Considerant que le maintien de l'ordre et 
de la securite a Jerusalem est un probleme ur­
gent qui interesse les Nations Unies dans leur 
ensemble" 

Il est procede au vote par appel nominal. 

Votent pour: Suede, Etats-Unis d'Amerique, 
Bresil, Chine, Republique Dominicaine, France, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Islande, Liberia, Luxem­
bourg, Mexique, Nicaragua, Panama, Perou. 

Votent cont~~: Syrie, . Turquie, Union Sud­
Africaine, Yemen, Afghanistan, Egypte, Iran, 
Irak, Liban, Pakistan, Arabie saoudit,e. 



Abstaining: Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Repu­
blic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
Kingdom, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, 
Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Byelo­
russian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Chile, 

· Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, 
Ecuador, Ethiopia, Greece, Haiti, India, Ne­
therlands, New Zealand, Norway, Philippines, 
Poland, Siam. 

The Mexican amendment was adopted. by 15 
votes to 11 with 28 abstentions. 

Mr. CORDIER (Executive Assistant of the 
Secretary-General) read out the second Mexican 
amendment (document A/C.l/302), calling for 
the following new wording of paragraph 6 of the 
preamble: 

"Whereas Chapter XII of the Charter author­
izes and empowers the United Nations to exercise 
temporary administrative authority". 

A vote was taken by roll-call, as follows: 

Infavour: Brazil,.China, Dominican Republic, 
France, Honduras, Iceland, Liberia, Luxem­
bourg, MexiCo, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, 
Sweden, United States of America. 

Against: Yemen, Afghanistan, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Iraq, Lebanon, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Turkey. 

Abstaining: Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, 
Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Bolivia, Canada, 
Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Den­
mark, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, India, Iran, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Philippines, 
Poland, Siam, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Re­
public, Union of South Africa, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United Kingdom. 

The second Mexican amendment was adopted 
by 14 votes to 11, with 28 abstentions. 

Mr. CoRDIER (Executive Assistant of the 
Secretary-General) read out the United States 
amendment (document A/C.l/304) to article 4, 
paragraph 1, calling for the following te:Xt: 

"The Government of Jerusalem shall consist 
of a United Nations Commissioner and such 
officers as may be appointed by him or by the 
Trusteeship Council ... " 

A vote was taken by roll-call, as follows: 

In favour: France, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Iceland, Liberia, Luxembourg, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Sweden, Union of 
South Africa, United States of America, Belgium, 

. Bolivia, Brazil, China, Dominican Republic. 

Against: Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, Turkey, Yemen, Afghanistan, 
Cuba,. Egypt. 
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S'abstiennent: Republique socialiste sovietique 
d'Ukraine, Union des Republiques socialistes 
sovietiques; Royaume-Uni, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Y ougoslavie, Argentine, Australie,' Belgique, 
Bolivie, Republique socialiste sovietique de 
Bielorussie, , Canada, Chili, Colombie, Cuba, 
Tchecoslovaquie, Danemark, Equateur, Ethio­
pie, Grece, HaYti, Inde, Pays-Bas, Nouvelle­
Zelande, Norvege, Philippines, Pologne, Siam. 

Par 15 voix contre 11, avec 28 abstentions, 
l'amendement du Mexique est adopte. 

M. CoRDIER (Directeur du Cabinet du 
Secretaire general) donne lecture du deuxieme 
amendement mexicain (document A/C.l/302) 
qui consiste a adopter pour l'alinea 6 du pream­
bule la nouvelle redaction suivante: 

"Considerant que le Chapitre XII de la 
Charte autorise et habilite les Nations Unies a 
exercer une autorite administrative temporaire." 

Il est procede au vote par appel nominal. 

Votent pour: Bresil, Chine, Republique Domi­
nicaine, France, Honduras, Islande, Liberia, 
Luxembourg, Mexique, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Perou, Suede, Etats-Unis d'Amerique. 

Volent contre: Yemen, Afghanistan, Repu­
blique socialiste sovietique de Bielorussie, Egyp­
te, Ethiopie, Irak, Liban, Pakistan, Arabie 
saoudite, Syrie, Turquie. 

S'abstiennent: Uruguay, Venezuela, Yougo­
slavie, Argent~n,e, Australie, Belgique, Bolivie, 
Canada, Chili, Colombie, Cuba, Tchecoslova­
quie, Danemark, Grece, Guatemala, Haiti, 
Inde, Iran, Pays-Bas, Nouvelle-Zelande, Nor­
vege, Philippines, Pologne, Siam, Republique 
socialiste sovietique d'Ukraine, Union Sud­
Africaine, Union des Republiques socialistes 
sovietiques, Royaume-Uni. 

Par 14 voix contre 11, avec 28 abstentions, 
le second amendement du Mexique est adopte. 

M. CoRDIER (Directeur du Cabinet du Se­
cretaire general) donne lecture de l'amendement 
des Etats-Unis (document A/C.l/304) relatif 
a !'artiCle 4 et qui consiste a adopter la nouvelle 
redaction suivante: 

"Le Gouvernement de Jerusalem se campo­
sera d'un Commissaire des Nations Unies et des 
fonctionnaires qu'il pourra designer ou que 
pourra designer le Conseil de tutelle ... " 

Il est procede au vote par appel nominal. 

Volent pour: France, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Islande, Liberia, Luxembourg, Pays-Bas, Nou­
velle-Zelande, Nicaragua, Suede, Union Sud­
Africaine, Etats-Unis d'Amerique, Belgique, 
Bolivie, Bresil, Chine, Republique ·Domini­
came. 

Volent contre: Iran, Irak, Liban, Pakistan, 
Arabie saoudite, Syrie, Turquie, Yemen, Af­
ghanistan, Cuba, Egypte. 



Abstaining: Greece, Haiti, India, Mexico, 
Norway, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland, 
Siam, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United 
Kingdom, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, 
Argentina, Australia, Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Canada, Chile, Colombia, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, Ethiopia. 

The United States amendment was adopted by 
17 votes to 11, with 2 6 abstentions. 

Mr. CoRDIER (Executive Assistant of the 
Secretary-General) read out the amendment to 
article 10, paragraph 2, proposed by the United 
States (document A/C.1/304), calling for the 
replacement of the words: "shall be paid from a 
special United Nations operational l:mdget", 
by the words: "shall be paid from the regular 
United Nations budget". 

A vo'te was taken by roll-call, as follows: 
In favour: Sweden, Union of South Africa, 

United States of America, Belgium, Bolivia, 
Brazil, China, Dominican Republic, France, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Iceland, Liberia, Luxem­
bourg, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Panama. 

Against: Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey, Yemen, 
Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Cuba, Egypt, Iran, 
Iraq, Lebanon, Pakistan. 

Abstaining: Poland, Siam, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, United Kingdom, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Argentina, Australia, Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Canada, Chile, Colombia, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, Ethiopia, 
Greece, Haiti, India; Norway, Peru, Philippines. 

The United States amendment was adopted by 
19 votes to 12, with 23 abstentions. 

Mr. CoRDIER (Executive Assistant of the 
Secretary-.General) read out the last amendment 
submitted by the United States (document 
A/C.1/304), ·calling for the addition of the 
following words at the end of article 10, para­
graph 2 (document A/C.1/298): 

" ... provided that, if United Nations funds 
are contemplated, the Secretary-General shall 
be guided by the procedures which were estab­
lished by the second session of the General 
Assembly for defraying unforeseen and extra­
ordinary expenses.'' 

A vote was taken by roll-call, as follows: 

In favour: Liberia, Luxembourg, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Sweden, Union of South 
Africa, United States of America, Belgium, 
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S'abstiennent: Grece, Haiti, Inde, Mexique, 
Norvege, Panama, Perou, Philippines, Pologne, 
Siam, Republique socialiste sovietique d'Ukraine, 
Union des Republiques socialistes sovietiques, 
Royaume-Uni, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yougo­
slavie, Argentine, Australie, Republique socia­
liste sovietique de Bielorussie, Canada, Chili, 
Colombie, Tchecoslovaquie, Danemark, Equa­
teur, Ethiopie. 

Par 17 voix contre 11, avec 26 abstentions, 
l'amendement des Etats- Unis est adopte. 

M. CoRDIER (Directeur du Cabinet du Secrec 
taire general) donne lecture de l'amendement 
propose par les Etats-Unis a !'article 10 (docu­
ment A/C.1/304). Cet amendement consiste 
a rediger comme suit la fin de la premiere phrase 
du paragraphe 2 de !'article 10: "soient prele­
ves sur le budget ordinaire des Nations Unies" ,· 
au lieu de: ''soient preleves sur un budget spe­
cial des Nations Unies pour des operations par­
ticulieres". 

Il est procede au vote par appel nominal. 
V otent pour: Suede, Union Sud-Africaine, 

Etats-Unis d'Amerique, Belgique, Bolivie, Bre­
sil, Chine, Republique Dominicaine, France, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Islande, Liberia, Luxem­
bourg, Mexique, Pays-Bas, Nouvelle-Zelande, 
Nicaragua, Panama. 

Votent contre: Arabie saoudite, Syrie, Turquie, 
Yemen, Yougoslavie, Afghanistan, Cuba, Egyp­
te, Iran, Irak, Liban, Pakistan. 

S' abstiennent: Pologne, Siam, Republique so­
cialiste sovietique d'Ukraine, Union des Repu­
bliques socialistes sovietiques, Royaume-Uni, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Argentine, Australie, Re­
publique socialiste sovietique de Bielorussie, 
Canada, Chili, Colombie, Tchecoslovaquie, Dane­
mark, Equateur, Ethiopie, Grece, Haiti, 
Inde, Norvege, Perou, Philippines. 

Par 19 voix contre 12, avec 23 abstentions, 
l' amendement des Etats- Unis est adopte. 

M. CoRD~ER (Directeur du Cabinet du Secre­
taire general) donne lecture du dernier amende­
ment presente par les Etats-Unis. Cet amende­
ment porte sur !'article 10, paragraphe 2, du 
document A/C.1/298 et figure dans le docu­
ment A/C.1/304; il tend a ajouter a la fin du 
paragraphe 2 : 

" ... sous reserve que, si l'on envisage d'avoir 
recours a l'aide financiere des Nations Unies, 
le Setretaire general devra se conformer aux 
regles de procedure que l'Assemblee generale, 
lors de sa deuxieme session, a decide de suivre 
pour couvrir toutes depenses imprevues et 
extraordinaires.'' 

Il est procede au vote par appel nominal. 

Votent pour: Liberia, Luxembourg, Nouvelle­
Zelande, Nicaragua, Panama, Suede, Union 
Sud-Africaine, Etats-Unis d'Amerique, Belgique, 



Bolivia, Brazil, China, Dominican Republic, 
France, Guatemala, Honduras, !~eland. 

Against: Lebanon, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Turkey, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, 
Cuba, Egypt, Iran, Iraq. 

Abstained: Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, 
' Peru, Philippines, Poland, Siam, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United Kingdom, Uruguay, 
Venezuela, Argentina, Australia, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Chile, 
Colombia, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Ethiopia, Greece, Haiti, India. 

The United States amendment was adopted by 
_17 votes to 12, with 25 abstentions. 

The PRESIDENT pointed out that the resolu­
tion as a whole, on which the Assembly would 
vote next, required a two-thirds majority for 
adoption. 

, A vote was taken by roll-call, as follows: 

In favour: Union of .South Africa, United 
States of America, Uruguay, Belgium, Bolivia, 
Braz.il, China, Dominican Republic, France, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Iceland, Liberia, Luxem­
bourg, Netherlands, New Zea)and, Nicaragua, 
Panama, Peru,· Sweden. 

Against: Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
Yemen, Afghanistan, Byelorussian Soviet Social­
ist Republic, Cuba, Egypt, Eihiopia, Iran, Iraq, 
Lebanon, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia; Syria, Turkey, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic. 

Abstaining: United Kingdom, Venezuela, Yu­
goslavia, Argentina, Australia, Canada, Chile, 
Colombia, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, 
Greece, Haiti, India, Mexico, Norway, Philip­
pines, Poland, Siam. 

The result of the vote was 20 in favour, 15 against, 
and 19 abstentions. The resolution as a whole was 
not adopted having failed to obtain the necessary 
two-thirds majority of 36 votes. 

CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT RESOLUTION 
SUBMITTED BY THE FIRST COMMITTEE ' 

(DOCUMENT A/552) 

The PRESIDENT opened the discussion on the 
draft resoiution contained in the First Com­
mittee's report (document A/552). 

Mr. GoNZALEZ FERNANDEZ (Colombia) asked 
the United States representative whether he 
was in a position to confirm the information 
given to the Press regarding the recognition of 
the Government of the Jewish State by the 
United States. 

Mr. SAYRE (United States of America) stated 
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Bolivie, Bresil, Chine, Republique Domini­
caine, France, Guatemala, Honduras, Islande. 

Votent contre: Liban, Pakistan, Arabie saou­
dite, Syrie, Turquie, Yemen, Yougoslavie, 
Afghanistan, Cuba, Egypte, Iran, Irak. 

S'abstiennent: Mexiqtie, Pays-Bas, Norvege, 
Perou, Philippines, Pologne, Siam, Republique 
socialiste sovietique d'Ukn,tine, Union des Re­
publiques socialistes sovietiques, .Royaume-Uni, 
Uruguay, Venezuela, Argentine, Australie, Re­
publique socialiste sovietique de Bielorussie, 
Canada, Chili, Colombie, Tchecoslovaquie, Dane­
mark, Equateur, Ethiopie, Grece; Haiti, 
Inde. ' 

Par 17 voix contre 12, avec 25 abstentions' 
l' amendement des Etats- Unis est adopte. 

Le PRESIDENT precise qu'en ce q~i concerlie 
le vote sur !'ensemble de la resolution, auquel 
l'Assemblee va proceder maintenant, une majo­
rite des deux tiers est necessaire pour l'adoption. 

Il est procede au vote par appel nominal. 

Votent pour: Union Sud-Africaine, Etats-Unis, 
d'Amerique, Uruguay, Belgique, Bolivie, Bresil, 
Chine, Republique Dominicaine, France, Gua­
temala, Honduras, Islande, Liberia, Luxem­
bourg, Pays-Bas, Nouvelle-Zelande, Nicaragua, 
Panama, Perou, Suede. 

Votent contre: Union des Republiques socia­
listes sovietiques, Yemen, Afghanistan, Repu­
blique socialiste sovietique de Bielorrussie, Cuba, 
Egypte, Ethiopie, Iran, Irak, Liban, Pakistan,_ 
Arabie saoudite, Syrie, Turquie, Republique 
socialiste sovietique d'Ukraine. 

S' abstiennent: Royaume-U ni, Venezuela, You­
goslavie, Argentine, Austnilie, Canada, Chili, 
Colombie, Tchecoslovaquie, Danemark, Equa­
teur, Grece, Haiti, Inde, Mexique, Norvege, 
Philippines, Pologne, Siam. 

Il y a 20 voix pour, 15 voix contre et 19 absten­
tions. La majorite requise des deux tiers est de 36 
voix. N'ayant pas obtenu cette majorite, l'ensemble 
de la resolution n' est pas ado pte. 

EXAMEN DU PROJET DE RESOLUTION SOUMIS 
pAR LA PREMIERE COMMISSION 

(DOCUMENT A/552) 

Le PRESIDENT ouvre la discussion sur le pro­
jet de resolution contenu dans le rapport de la 
Premiere Commission (document A/552). 

M. GoNZALEZ FERNANDEZ (Colombie) de­
mande au representant des Etats-Unis s'il est 
en mesure de 'confirmer les informations qui 
ont ete donnees ala presse a propos de la recon­
naissance du Gouvernement de l'Etat juif pa­
les Etats-Unis. 

M. SAYRE (Etats-Unis d'Amerique) declare 



that for the time being he had no official inform­
ation on the subject. 

Mr. GARciA GRANADOS (Guatemala) said 
that his delegation had· always opposed any 
measures tending to abrogate the decision adopted 
by the General Assembly on 29 November 
1947. It had also opposed the establishment, in 
Palestine, of a trusteeship system, which would 
restrict the freedom of the Arab and Jewish 
populations and would in reality be a revocation 
of the decision taken the previous year by the 
General Assembly. The Government of Guate­
mala hoped that the termination of the Mandate 
in Palestine would afford the Jewish and Arab 
communities an opportunity to constitute free 
and independent States. 

Any att~mpt by the United Nations to depart 
from its function of mediation and conciliation, 
or to set up in Palestine a regime other than 
that proposed in the resolution of 29 November 
1947, would be contrary to the principles of 
international law and would constitute an act 
of intervention. The role of the United Nations 
representative in Palestine must be that of a 
mediator only. 

The delegation of Guatemala could not accept 
the vote taken at the 141st meeting of the First 
Committee at the request of the Greek delega­
tion regarding the Palestine Commission. It 
felt that the Commission should not cease to 
exist, but should merely suspend its work until, 
at the request of the populations concerned, the 
provisions for economic union could take effect 
and a body capable of collaborating with the 
two parties was set up. 

The delegation of Guatemala considered that 
the resolution of 29 November 1947 was still 
in force, and that in accordance with that reso­
lution Jerusalem must be considered as a corpus 
separatum. The Trusteeship Council should 
proceed as soon as possible to organize the 
regime for Jerusalem as a corpus separatum. 

The Guatemalan delegation would vote in 
favour of the resolution before the Assembly. 

Mr. GROMYKO (Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics) recalled that the Assembly, in its 
special session, had been discussing the Palestine 
question for four .weeks; that new proposals, 
differing from the Assembly's resolution of 29 
November 1947, had then been submitted by the 
United States Government (document A/C. 
1/277), and that those proposals, which pro­
vided for a trusteeship system for Palestine, had 
not been favourably received. Thus the action 

'taken, for certain reasons, by the United States 
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qu'il ne possede pas pour le moment de rensei­
gnements officiels sur cette question. 

M. GARciA GRANADOS (Guatemala) declare 
que sa delegation s'est toujours opposee a 
toutes les mesures qui pouvaient tendre a 
abroger la decision adoptee par 1 'Assemblee 
generale le 29 novembre 1947. La delegation du 
Guatemala s'est opposee egalement a l'etablis­
sement d'un regime de tutelle en Palestine, qui 
aurait pour effet de limiter la liberte des popu­
lations arabe et juive, et qui serait en realite 
une revocation de la decision prise l'annee 
derniere par l'Assemblee generale. Le Gouver­
nement du Guatemala espere que !'expiration 
du Mandat ·en Palestine offrira aux commu-· 
nautes arabe et juive !'occasion de se constituer 
en Etats libres et independants. 

Toute tentative, de la part des Nations 
Unies, de s'ecarter de leur rale de mediation et 
de conciliation, toute tentative de decreter en 
Palestine un regime different de celui propose 
dans la resolution du 29 novembre 1947, serait 
contraire aux principes du droit international 
et constituerait un acte d'intervention. Le 
rale du representant des Nations Unies en Pa­
lesti~e doit Hre uniquement celui d'un me­
diateur. 

La delegation du Guatemala ne peut accepter 
le vote pris au cours de la 141eme seance de la 
Premiere Commission, a la demande de la dele­
gation de la Grece, en ce qui concerne la Com­
mission pour la Palestine. Elle estime que la 
Commission ne doit pas cesser d'exister, mais 
simplement suspendre son activite jusqu'a ce. 
qu'a la demande des peuples interesses, les 
clauses d'union economique puissent entrer en 
vigueur et qu'un organisme susceptible de 
collaborer avec les d~ux parties soit cree. 

. La delegation guatemalteque estime que la 
resolution du 29 novembre 1947 est toujours 
en vigueur et que Jerusalem doit @tre, confor­
mement a cette resolution, consideree comme 
un corpus separatum. Le Conseil de tutelle doit 
proceder assutot que possible a !'organisation du 
regime de Jerusalem en tant que corpus sepa­
ratum. 

La delegation du Guatemala votera en faveur 
de la resolution soumise a l'Assemblee. 

M. GROMYKO (Union des Republiques socia­
listes sovietiques) rappelle que la session extraor­
dinaire discute de la question palestinienne de­
puis quatre semaines, que de nouvelles proposi­
tions, differentes de la resolution de l'Assemblee 
du 29 novembre 1947, ont ete presentees ensuite 
par le Gouvernement des Etats-Unis (document 
A/C.1/277), que ces propositions, qui pre­
voyaient un regime de tutelle pour la Palestine 
n'ont pas ete accueillies favorablement. Ainsi, la 
demarche entreprise, pour certaines raisons, par 



delegation had been without result; it had been 
rejected in the General Assembly by an over­
whelming majority. 

The new British proposals, submitted at the 
136th meeting of the First Committee, for the 
creation of a provisional regime in Pale~tine, 
had found so little favour that they, too, might 
be considered as already rejected by the Assem­
bly. 

Finally, the United States delegation, support­
ed by some others, had submitted, several days 
previously, a proposal (document A/C.1/SC.9/1 
for the establishment in Palestine of a regime 
which could not be regarded as equivalent to 
that advocated by the United Kingdom, nor 
yet as a trusteeship system.. It was proposed 
t?at a mediator should be appointed. 

The USSR delegation was firmly convinced 
that in view of the situation: in Palestine at the 
present time there was no reason to appoint a 
mediator. A feature of that situation ·was the 
existence of one of the two States provided for 
in the General Assembly's resolution: the Jewish· 
State. 

In those circumstances, to impose upon 
Palestine a provisional regime of a transitional 
nature would be unjustifiable, to say the least. 
Even if the draft resolution was accepted, that 
would in no way affect the partition decision, 
which remained valid. 

Fearing that the opponents of the. partition 
decision might take advantage of the provisions 
of the resolution to complicate the existing 
situation, the USSR delegation would vote 
against.the resolution before the Assembly. 

It seemed that certain aspects of the problem 
had been forgotten during· the discussion. So 
far, only one State existed in Palestine: the 
Jewish State. 

For strange and somewhat obscure reasons, 
the representatives of the Arab States did not 
support the creation of an Arab State in Pales­
tine. For equally strange and obscure reasons, 
the United States and the United Kingdom also 
found the formation of a new Arab State unde­
sirable. 

The General Assembly had adopted its reso­
lution of 29 November 1947 in order to protect 
the interests of the Palestine population. But 
the United States· and the United Kingdom 
had opposed, by every possible means, the pro­
posals designed to terminate hostilities between 
Arabs and Jews. Responsibility for the situation 
lay primarily with the United States, whose 
present political manceuvres were directed not 
only against the interests of the people of 
Palestine, but against the interests of the United 
Na,tions, which was in a most difficult position. 

38 

la dell~gation des Etats-Unis n'a abouti a rien; 
elle a ete rejetee par l'Assemblee generale a une · 
ecrasante majorite. 

Les nouvelles propositions britanniques faites 
au cours de la 136eme seance de la Premiere 
Commission, visant a ~reer en Palestine un re­
gime provisoire, ont trouve un accueil si peu 
favorable qu'on peut les considerer, elles aussi, 
comme d'ores et deja rejetees par l'Assemblee. 

Enfin, la delegation des Etats-Unis, soutenue 
par certaines autres, a soumis, il y a quelques 
jours, une proposition (documentA/C.1/SC.9/1) 
prevoyant !'institution, en Palestine, d'un regime 
qu'on ne saurait tenir pour !'equivalent de celui 
preconise par le Royaume-Uni et qu'on ne sau­
rait davantage qualifier de regime de tutelle. 
II s'agit de designer un mediateur. 

La delegation sovietique est profondement 
convaincue, etant donne la situation existant 
en Palestine a l'heure actuelle, qu'il n'y a aucune 
raison de designer un mediateur. Cette situation 
est caracterisee par !'existence de l'un des deux 
Etats prevus dans la resolution de l'Assemblee 
generate: l'Etat juif. 

Imposer dans cette conjoncture a la Palestine 
un regime provisoire de caractere intermediaire, 
est pour le moins injustifie. Si meme Ie projet 
de resolution etait accepte, nulle atteinte ne 
serait portee a Ia decision de partage, qui de­
meure valable. 

C'est parce qu'elle craint que Ies adversaires 
de la decision de partage mettent a profit les 
dispositions de cette resolution pour compliquer 
Ia situation existante que Ia delegation sovie­
tique votera contre Ie projet Soumis a l'Assem­
blee. 

II semble que certains aspects du probleme ' 
aient ete ·oublies au cours de Ia discussion. II 
n'existe en Palestine, jusqu'a present, qu'un seul 
Etat: l'Etat juif. 

Pour des raisons assez obscures et etranges, 
les representants des Etats arabes n'appuient 
pas Ia creation d'un Etat arabe en Palestine. 
Pour des raisons egalement etranges et obscures, 
les Etats-Unis et le Royaume-Uni estiment, 
eux ·aussi, qu'il est impossible de favoriser la 
creation d'un nouvel Etat arabe. 

Le souci de l'Assemblee generale, lorsqu'elle 
a adopte sa resolution le 29 novembre 194 7, 
etait de veiller aux interets de Ia population de 
la Palestine. Or, les Etats-Un{s et le Royaume­
Uni se sont opposes par tous les moyens pos­
sibles aux propositions tendant a mettre fin 
a lalutte entre Arabes et Juifs. La responsabilite 
de cette situation incombe d'abod aux Etats­
U nis dont le jeu politique, en 1' occurrence, est 
dirige, non seulement contre les interets du 
peuple de ·la Palestine, mais contre les interets 
de !'Organisation des Nations Unies, laquelle 
se trouve dans une position tres difficile. 



The policy adopted by the United States was 
full of contradictions. The USSR delegation on 
the other hand, pursued a consistent policy, 
because it had made the interests of the people 
of Palestine its first consideration. 

Mr. KATZ-SUCHY (Poland) pointed out that 
after four weeks of discussion, d~ring which 
numerous delegations had tried to show that 
implementation of resolution 181 (II) on the 
partition of Palestine was impossible, practical 
and concrete measures were being taken to 
implement that resolution. The Polish delega­
tion considered that the creation of a Jewish 
State in the part of Palestine designated for that 
purpose, was in conformity with the resolution 
of 29 November. 

He was sure that the leaders of the new Jewish 
State understood the wisdom of close co-opera­
tion with the other peoples of the Middle East. 
He was equally sure that the Arab population 
of Palestine would follow their example by 
creating a new State in conformity with the 
resolution of 29 November. That would streng­
then the Arab States in their struggle for com­
plete independence in that part of the world. 

Only three hours had elapsed since the First 
Committee had been obliged to adopt, at its 
141st meeting, after a hasty discussion, a reso­
lution which it had submitted to the Assembly. 
But many provisions of that resolution were al­
ready useless. Such was the impression of the 
Polish delegation, and the de facto recognition 
of the Jewish State by the Government of the 
United States showed that the latter itself 
regarded the resolution as already obsolete. 

It was impossible to vote in favour of the 
resolution which only amounted to a veiled 
attempt to invalidate the resolution of 29 
November, in spite of the concrete measures 
taken for its implementation. 

When the Polish delegation had declared itself 
in favour of the resolution recommending 
partition, it had not expected that it would be 
necessary to implement it by force. The right 
of 'peoples to self-determination meant that the 
inhabitants of a given country must express 
their will and declare themselves free. He was 
convinced that the Arabs and the Jews would do 
so. Nevertheless, hostilities might break out. 
Poland would welcome the appointment of a 
United Nations representative who could try 
to settle the differences between the two peoples 
on the spot. But such a mediator was only an 
official who might interfere in the internal 
affairs of the country. He would not represent 
the United Nations, but the interests of certain 

La politique adoptee par les Etats-Unis est 
pleine de contradictions. La delegation sovie­
tique a mene, elle, une politique coherente car 
elle a tenu compte d;abord des interets des 
peuples de Palestine. 

M. KATZ-SUCHY (Pologne) souligne qu'apres 
quatre semaines de deliberations, au cours des­
quelles de nombreuses delegations ont essaye 
de demontrer que !'application de la resolutidn 
181 (II) relative au partage de la Palestine etait 
impossible, des mesures pratiques et concretes 
sont prises en vue d'appliquer cette resolution. 
La delegation polonaise estime que la creation 
d'un Etat juif dans Ia partie de la Palestine qui 
lui a ete attribuee est conforme a la resolution 
du 29 novembre. 

M. Katz-Suchy est persuade que les chefs de 
ce nouvel Etat juif comprennent la sagesse 
d 'une collaboration etroite avec les autres 
peuples du Moyen Orient. II est egalement 
persuade que les populations arabes de Pa­
lestine suivro~t cet exemple en creant un nouvel 
Etat, conformement a la resolution du 29 
novembre. Ainsi . sera renforcee Ia lutte pour 
l'independance complete que m,enent, dans cette 
partie du monde, les Etats arabes. 

Trois heures seulement se·sont.ecoulees depuis 
que Ia Premiere Commission a He contrainte 
d'adopter au cours de sa 141eme seance, apres 
une discussion ha.tive, une resolution qu'elle a 
presentee a 1' Assemblee. Et deja de nombreuses 
dispositions de cette resolution sont sans valeur. 
Telle ·est !'impression de Ia delegation polonaise 
et la reconnaissance de facto de l'Etat juif par 
le Gouvernement des Etats-Unis prouve que 
ce dernier considere lui-meme que cette reso­
lution est deja desuete. 

II est impossible de voter en faveur d'une 
resolution qui ne presente qu'une tentative voilee 
d'invalider ra resolution du 29 novembre, et ce, 
malgre les mesures concretes prises en vue de 
l'appliquer. 

Lorsque la delegation de Ia Pologne s'est pro­
noncee en faveur de Ia resolution recommandant 
le partage, elle ne s'attendait pas a ce qu'il soit 
necessaire de l'appliquer par la force. Le droit 
des peuples a disposer d'eux-memes signifie 
qu~ les habitants d'un pays donne doivent ma­
nifester leur volonte et se declarer libres. 
M. Katz-Suchy exprime sa conviction que les 
Arabes et les J uifs le feront. Malgre cela, il 
est possible que des hostilites eclatent. La Po­
logne accueillerait avec plaisir Ia designation 
d'un representant des Nations Unies qui pour~ 
rait essayer de regler sur place les differends 
existant entre les deux peuples. Mais ce media­
teur n'est qu'un fonctionnaire qui risque de 
s'immiscer dans les affaires interieures du pays. 
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Powers in that region. Hence the Polish dele­
gation would vote against the draft resolution. 

Mr. HoLGUIN DE LAvALLE (Peru) recalled 
that Peru, which had been a member of the 
United Nations Special Committee on Palestine, 
had voted in favour of the majority resolution 
proposing partition. On 29 November 1947, 
Peru had supported the General Assembly's 
resolution in favour of partition. Unfortunately, 
events had moved quickly in Palestine. But 
as the resolution which was to be put to the vote 
only provided for limited powers, and in view 
of the prevailing uncertainly, the Peruvian 
delegation did not think that the draft resolution 
could 'ensure real and lasting harmony among 
the peoples of Palestine. It would therefore 
abstain from voting. 

Mr. RoDRIGUEZ F ABREGAT (Uruguay) said 
that in view of the news received regarding the 
proclamation of the Jewish State in Palestine, 
which would no doubt be followed by the crea­
tion of an Arab State in Palestine, the United 
Nations should continue to seek a peaceful 
settlement of the dispute between the two par­
ties. The role of the representative proposed in 
the resolution was that of a mediator between 
those two parties. The Uruguayan delegation 
thought that he should be given adequate 
powers to act as a mediator. But as the repre­
sentative might be called upon to take certain 
measures beyond the limitations of his role, 
thus incurring a very heavy responsibility 
which might affect the prestige and the unity 
of the United Nations, the representative of 
Uruguay asked for a vote by roll-call on those 
paragraphs in respect of which some delegations 
wished to abstain. 

Mr. HooD (Australia) observed that smce 
the resolution proposing a special regime for 
Jerusalem had been rejected, the resolution un­
der consideration had no direct bearing on the 
situation in Jerusalem. If, on the other hand, 
matters were left as they were, there would be 
n.o link. between the United Nations and the city 
of Jerusalem. That situation was to be avoided 
at all costs. 

The Australian delegation therefore proposed 
an amendment, to be added to the draft reso­
lution, establishing a link between the proposal 
to appoint a mediator in Palestine and the legal 
and de facto situation in Jerusalem. That amend­
ment would take the form of a new paragraph 4, 
to be inserted between paragraphs 3 and 4 of 

·the draft resolution (document A/552), reading 
as follows: 
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II ne representera pas les Nations Unies, mais 
les interets de certaines Puissances dans cette 
region. Pour ~es raisons, Ia delegation polonaise 
votera contre le projet de resolution. , 

M. HoLGUIN DE LAVALLE (Perou) rappelle 
que Ie ;f>erou, membre de Ia Commission spe­
ciale des Nations Unies pour Ia Palestine, a vote 
en faveur de la resolution de Ia majorite qui pro­
posait le partage. Le 29 novembre 1947, le Pe­
rou a appuye Ia resolution de l'Assemblee .gene­
rale proposant la solution du partage. Malheu­
reusement, les evenements ont evolue rapide­
ment en Palestine. Mais, etant donne que Ia 
resolution qui va etre mise aux voix ne prevoit 
que des pouvoirs limites et en raison de !'incer­
titude de I'heure, Ia delegation peruvienne ne 
pense pas que ce projet de resolution puisse as­
surer. une harmonie reelle et durable entre Ies 
peuples de Palestine. La delegation peruvienne 
s'abstiendra done dans le vote sur cette resolu­
tion. 

M. RODRIGUEZ FABREGAT (Uruguay) declare 
qu'en raison des nouvelles re!;ues relativement a 
la proclamation de I'Etat juif de Palestine, qui 
sera sans doute suivie de la creation d'un Etat 
arabe de Palestine, les Nations Unies doivent 
continuer a rechercher un reglement pacifique 
du differend qui oppose Ies deux parties. La tftche 
du representant propose dans Ia resolution est 
celle d'un mediateur entre ces deux parties. 
La delegation de !'Uruguay estime que ce re­
presentant doit etre pourvu des pouvoirs appro­
pries pour intervenir en qualite de mediateur. 
Mais, certaines mesures que ce representant 
pourra etre appele a prendre risquant de !'en­
trainer au deJa de ce r8le et impliquant ainsi 
une tres Iourde responsabilite susceptible d'af­
fecter le prestige et !'unite de !'Organisation des 
Nations Unies, le representant de !'Uruguay 
demande qu'un vote pa:r appel nominal ait lieu 
sur les paragraphes a propos desquels certaines 
delegations desireraient s'abstenir. 

M. Hoon (Australie) constate que, Ia reso­
lution proposant un regime speciaL pour J eru­
salem ayant ete rejetee, Ia resolution que 
l'Assemblee examine maintenant n'a aucun 
rapport direct avec Ia situation a Jerusalem. 
D'autre part, si la question est laissee en l'etat, 
il n'y aura aucun lien entre !'Organisation des 
Nation's Unies et la ville de jerusalem. Cette 
situation doit etre evitee a tout prix. 

La delegation australienne propose done un 
amendement qui viendrait s'ajouter au projet de 
resolution, dans le but decreer un lien entre cette 
proposition qui prevoit un mediateur en Pales­
tine et la situation juridique et Ia situation de 
fait qui existent a Jerusalem. Cet amendement, 
qui prendrait la forme d'un nouveau paragraphe 
4, s'insererait entre les paragraphes 3 et 4 du 
proj~t de resolution (document A/552). En void 
le texte: 



" ... calls on the Jerusalem Municipal Com­
missioner to consult and co-operate with the 
United Nations Mediator in Palestine, especially 
to ensure the protection of the inh"abitants of 
Jerusalem. and the preservation of the Holy 
Places pending the establishment of an inter­
national regime for the city of Jerusalem under 
United Nations administration." 

It was not claimed that the proposal 
would have far-reaching consequences, but it 
represented the bare minimum that should be 
attained. 

Mr. BELT (Cuba) stated that his delegation 
had hoped that the second special session of the 
General Assembly would be able 'to remedy the 
injustice of the resolution of 29 November 
1947 and correct its faults. Unfortunately, that 
had not been the case,1 and it seemed that the 
general feeling was that the situation in Pales­
tine should be accepted as a fait accompli and 
that the United Nations should refrain from 
taking any positive measures in regard to the 
problem. 

He was surprised to hear the United States 
representative say that he had no information 
regarding his Government's recognition of the 
new Jewish State. It appeared that the repre­
sentatives of the USSR and Poland were better 

. informed on events in Washington. While he 
respected the decisions of any sovereign State, 
he could not see why a vote should be taken on 
the resolution submitted by Sub-Committee 9 
(document A/552), which had been sponsored 

-by the United States and now seemed pointless, 
since the United States Government had recog­
nized the new Jewish State. 

Mr. GARREAU (France) said that the rejec­
tion of the proposal sponsored by the United 
States and French delegations (document A/C. 
1/298) placed the Assembly in a rather unusual 
position. He recalled that the Assembly had 
decided that the City of Jerusalem should 
form a corpus separatum within Palestine. 
On 26 April at the 132nd plenary meeting it 
had been decided to ask the Trusteeship' Council 
to study measures for the protection .of Jeru­
salem.l Sub-Committee 10 of the First Commit­
tee had then been instructed to seek a solution. 
That solution had been rejected. 

At the present moment, the situation m 
Jerusalem was more serious than ever,: despite 
the assurances given by certain Members of the 
Assembly regarding the effectiveness of ·the 
recently concluded truce. The latest news gave 
no reason for optimism. The French delegation 

1 See Official Records of the second special session of the 
General Assembly, Supplement No. 2, resolution 185 (S-2). 
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"Invite le Commissaire municipal de J erusa­
lem a entrer en consultation avec le Mediateur 
des Nations. Unies en Palestine et a cooperer 
avec lui, notamment pour assurer la protection 
des habitants de Jerusalem et la protection des 
Lieux saints en attendant l'etablissement d'un 
regime international pour la ville de jerusalem 
sous !'administration des Nations Unies." 

Cette proposition ne pretend pas avoir des 
consequences considerables, mais elle repre­
sente le minimum indispensable qu'il convient 
d'obtenir. 

M. BELT (Cuba) declare que sa delegation es­
perait que la deuxieme session extraordinaire de 
I' Assemblee generale pourrait remedier a !'in­
justice commise par la resolution du 29 no­
vembre 1947 et corriger l'erreur qu'elle conte­
nait. Malheureusement, il n'en a pas ete ainsi 
et il semble que le sentiment general est que la 
situation en Palestine doive etre acceptee comme 
un fait accompli et que les Nations Unies 
doivent s'abstenir de prendre aucune mesure 
positive en ce qui concerne le probleme. 

M. Belt s'Honne d'entendre le representant 
des Etats-Unis declarer qu'il n'a aucune infor­
mation relativement ala reconnaissance par son 
Gouvernement du nouvel Etat juif. 11 semble 
que les representants de l'URSS et de la Pologne 
soient mieux informes sur ce qui se passe a 
Washington. Bien que respectant les decisions 
de tout Etat souverain; M. Belt ne voit pas pour­
quai un vote devrait etre pris sur la resolution 
de la Sous-Commission 9 (document A/552), 
resolution patronnee par les Etats-Unis et qui 
semble maintenant sans objet puisque le Gou­
vernement des Etats-Unis a reconnu le nouvel 
Etat juif. 

M. GARREAU (France) declare que le rejet de 
la proposition patronnee par les del€~gations des 
Etats-Unis d'Amerique et de la France (docu­
ment A/C.l/298) place l'Assemblee devant une 
situation assez extraordinaire. II rappelle que 
l'Assemblee avait decide que la Ville de jeru­
salem constituerait au sein de la Palestine un 
corpus separatum. Le 26 avril au cours de la 
132eme seance pleniere, il a He decide de char­
ger le Conseil de tutelle d'examiner'les moyens 
d'assurer la serurite de J erusalem1. La Sous­
Commission 10 de la Premiere Commission avait 
ete ensuite chargee de rechercher une solution. 
Cette solution a He rejetee. 

En ce moment, la situation a jerusalem est 
plus grave que jamais, en depit des assurances 
donnees par certains Membres de 1' Assemblee 
quant ala valeur de la treve qui aurait He con­
clue recemment. Les dernieres nouvelles re~ues 
sont loin de justifier aucun optimisme. Aussi, 

1 Voir les Documents officiels de la deuxieme session extra­
ordinaire de l'Assemblee generale, Supplement No 2, reso­
lution 185 (S-2). 



therefore appealed to the Assembly not tq lose 
sight of the need to protect the Holy City. 
For its own part, it warmly supported the amend­
ment submitted by the Australian delegation. 

Mr. EL-KHOURI (Syria) stated that he at 
last understood why the United States repre­
sentative had urged that priority should be given 
to discussion of the report of Sub-Committee 10. 
The real intention of the United States had been 
to await the termination of the Mandate before 
putting that resolution to the vote, so that the 
United States Government could recognize the 
Jewish State as a de facto authority. 

If the resolution proposed by the United 
States had been adopted, it would not have had 
any retroactive effect. The United Nations not 
having taken any decision before the end of the 
Mandate, Palestine would automatically be­
come independent and the interested parties 
would be able to take the measures they con­
sidered right and necessary. The United Nations 
would no longer have valid grounds for inter­
vention in the Palestine question, since no reso­
lution had been adopted before the termination 
of the Mandate. 

Mr. jESSUP (United States of America), 
replying to the comments of some representa­
tives on the appointment of a mediator represent­
ing the United Nations in Palestine, stated that 
the situation urgently demanded the appoint­
ment of such an official to restore peace in 
Palestine. 

The United States delegation was now able to 
communicate to the Assembly the text of the 
following statement by the President of the 
United States: 

"This Government has been informed that a 
Jewish State has been proclaimed in Palestine, 
and recognition has been requested by the 
Provisional Government thereof. The United 
States recognizes the Provisional Government 
as the de facto authority of the new State of 
Israel." 

Mr. Jessup also read out the following state­
ment issued from the White House, which drew 

'particular attention to the question before the 
Assembly: 

"The desire of the United States to obtain a 
truce in Palestine will in no way be lessened by 
the proclamation of a Jewish State. We hope 
that the new Jewish State will join with the 
Security Council Truce Commission in redoubled 
efforts to bring an end to the fighting, which has 
been, throughout the United Nations considera­
tion of Palestine, a principal objective of this 
Government.'' 

la delegation de la France demande-t-elle a 
l'Assemblee de ne pas perdre de vue la necessite 
d'assurer la securite de la Ville sainte. Elle 
appuie chaleureusement, pour sa part, !'amen­
dement que vient de soumettre la delegation de 
1' Australie. 

M. EL-KHOURI (Syrie) declare qu'il comprend 
enfin pourquoi le representant des Etats-Unis 
insistait pour que le rapport de la Sous-Com­
mission 10 f11t discute par priorite;_ !'intention 
des Etats-Unis etait en realite d'attendre, pour 
soumettre la presente resolution a un vote, !'ex­
piration du Mandat afiri que le Gouvernement 
des Etats-Unis ait la possibilite de reconnaitre 
l'Etat juif comme autorite de fait. 

Si la resolution proposee par les Etats-Unis 
avait ete adoptee, elle n'aurait pas eu d'effet 
retroactif. Les Nations Unies n'ayant pas pris 
de decision avant la fin du Mandat, la Palestine 
deviendrait automatiquement independante et 
les interesses pourront prendre les mesures qu'ils 
estiment necessaires et justes. Les Nations Unies 
n'auraient plus desormais de base valable pour 
intervenir dans la question de la Palestine, puis­
qu'aucune resolution n'a ete prise avant !'expi­
ration du Mandat. 

M. jESSUP (Etats-Unis d'Amerique), repon­
dant aux commentaires faits par certains repre­
sentants a propos de la nomination d'un media-

. teur representant les Nations Unies en Pales­
tine, declare que la situation exige de toute ur­
gence la designation d'un tel fonctionnaire 
charge de ramener la paix en Palestine. 

La delegation des Etats-Unis est maintenant 
en mesure de communiquer a l'Assemblee le 
texte d'une declaration du President des Etats­
Unis: 

"Le Gouvernement des Etats-Unis a appris 
qu'un Etat juif a ete proclame en Palestine et 
que le Gouvernement provisoire de cet Etat a 
demande a etre reconnu. Les Etats-Unis recon­
naissent ce Gouverncment provisoire comme 
etant l'autorite de facto du nouvel Etat 
d' Israel." 

M. Jessup donne egalement lecture d'une 
declaration emanant de la Maison Blanche 
qui attire particulierement !'attention sur la 
question soumise a l'Assemblee: 

"Le desir des Etats-Unis de realiser une treve 
en Palestine ne sera nullement amoindri par Ia 
proclamation d'un Etat juif. Nous esperons que 
Ie nouvel Etat juif joindra ses efforts a ceux de 
la Commission de treve du Conseil de securite 
dans le but de mettre fin aux combats, ce qui 
a ete I'objectif principal du Gouvern~ment des 
Et~ts-Unis au cours de tout I'examen de Ia 
question de Ia Palestine parIes Nations Unies." 
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To restore peace to the Holy Land remained 
the policy and the hope of the United States 
Government. The appointment of a mediator to 
achieve that purpose was most desirable, and the 
United States of America therefore continued 
to support the resolution before the Assembly. 

Mahmoud Bey F AWZI (Egypt) thought that 
in view of the circumstances it would be a 
mockery unworthy of the General Assembly 
and of the United Nations as a whole to continue 
discussion of the proposal. The whole of the pro­
cedure followed had been a farce, and the fifty­
eight nations that were the victims,· had been 
unaware of what was taking place behind the 
scenes. Such action was a blow not only to the 
United Nations but to international relations as 
a whole. TP.e members of the Assembly were 
not mere individuals, they represented all 
mankind with its hopes and ideals and had to 
bear heavy responsibilities. All that had been 
betrayed. 

Mr. EL-KHOURI (Syria), in reply to the United 
States representative's last statement, observed 
that the truce had been decided upon by the 
Security Council a month previously,1 as a 
result of the United States delegation's efforts, 
and that it was based ,on the principle of a 
status quo during which there would be no 
political activities. 

The Security Council's resolution (document 
S/723) on the truce had been communicated 
to the Government of Palestine. A Jewish 
State had been proclaimed in Palestine that day 
. and to recognize it was to do exactly what the 
Security Council wished to avoid. 

In view of those facts it was difficult to deny 
that recognition of the Jewish State was opposed 
to the efforts made to secure a truce. 

Mr. MALIK (Lebanon) reviewed the develop­
ment of the Palestine problem since tne first 
special session of the General Assembly a year 
previously. He went on to point out that the 
present special session had been convened at the 
request of the United States through the Secu­
rity Council, and that for four weeks the United 
States delegation had been assuring the parties 
that the only aim was to bring about peace and 
reconciliation. That was the meaning of the 
statement made hardly twenty-two hours earlier 
by the United States representative. 

The step taken by the United States could 

1 See Ojjkial Records of the Security Council, Third 
Year, No. 58. 
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meure la politique et l'espoir du Gouvernement 
des Etats-Unis. La nomination d'un mediateur 
charge d'atteindre ce but est des plus souhai­
tables et pour cette raison les Etats-Unis d'Ame­
rique maintiennent leur appui a Ia resolution 
soumise a l'examen de l'Assemblee. 

Mahmoud Bey FAwzr (Egypte) estime 
qu'etant donne Ies circonstances ce serait une 
raillerie indigne de l'Assemblee generale et des 
Nations Unies dans leur ensemble ·que de con­
tinuer a discuter de Ia proposition soumise. L'en­
semble de Ia procedure suivie a ete une duperie 
dont les representants des cinquante-huit na­
tions out ete les victimes, en ignorant ce qui se 
passait dans la coulisse. Ceci porte atteinte, non 
seulement a l'Organisation des Nations Unies, 
mais a !'ensemble des relations internationales. 
Les · membres de I' Assemblee ne· sont pas de 
simples individus, ils representent toute l'hu­
manite, avec les espoirs et l'ideal qu'elle cherit, 
et doivent done faire face a de grandes responsa­
bilites. Tout cela vient d'Hre trahi. 

M. EL-KHOURI (Syrie), repondant a la der­
niere intervention du representant des Etats­
Unis1 remarque que Ia treve a ete deeidee par le 
Conseil de securite, il y a un mois1 ala suite des 
efforts de la delegation des Etats-Unis et qu'elle 
etait basee sur le principe d'un statu quo pendant 
lequel aucune activite politique ne serait exercee. 

La resolution du Conseil de securite sur Ia 
treve (document S/723) a ete communiquee 
au Gouvernement de Palestine, aux parties 
ainsi qu'aux Etats voisins de la Palestine. Au­
jourd'hui, un Etat juif est proclame en Pales­
tine et, en le reconnaissant, on faiJ precisement 
ce que le Conseil de securite ne voulait pas que 
l'on fit. 

II est difficile, en presence de ces fqits, de pre­
tendre que la reconnaissance de cet Etat juif 
n'est pas contraire aux efforts que l'on a pour­
suivis en vue de la treve. 

M. MALIK (Liban) refait l'historique du pro­
bleme de la Palestin~ depuis la premiere session 
extraordinaire de 1' Assemblee generale, il y a 
un an. II rappelle ensuite que la presente session 
extraordinaire de l'Assemblee a ete convoquee 
ala demande des Etats-Unis, par l'intermediaire 
du Conseil de securite, et que, depuis quatre se­
maines, la delegation americaine assure les 
parties en presence que le seul but est de re­
chercher la paix et la reconciliation. C'est ce qui 
ressort de la declaration faite, il y a vingt-deux 
heures a peine, par le representant des Etats­
Unis. 

La mesure que viennent de prendre les Etats-

1 Voir les Proces-'/Jerbaux officiels du Conseil de securite, 
Troisieme Annee, No 58. -



hardly be interpreted as an action calculated to 
promote the objective ·conditions necessary for a 
reconciliation. 

The Members of the General Assembly were 
concerned with peace and reconciliation bet­
ween the peoples. Methods of the kind employed 
by the United States would never attain the 
ends desired. The action just taken would lead 
to the gravest disturbances in the Middle 
East. 

The United States had many interests in the 
Middle East, including intellectual, cultural and 
spiritual ones. Those spiritual interests, which 
were of a more subtle, more important and more 
lasting kind, would be deeply affected by the 
decision taken by the United States. 

The PRESIDENT put to the vote the amend­
ment submitted by the Australian representa­
tive during tl!_at meeting and asked the Execu­
tive Assistant of the Secretary-General to read 
out the text. 

The Australian amendment was rejected by 
14 votes to 10, with 24 abstentions. 

The PRESIDENT put ·to the vote the draft 
resolution submitted by the First Committee 
(document A/552). He added that, at the 
Uruguayan representative's request, the vote 
would be taken paragraph by paragraph. 

The preamble of the draft resolution was adopt­
ed by 27 votes to 5, with 13 'abstentions. 

Section I of the draft resolution was adopted by 
32 votes to none, with 20 abstentions. 

Paragraph 1 of section I I was adopted by 31 
votes to 7, with 11 abstentions. 

Paragraph 2 of section I I was adopted by 31 
votes to 4, with 13 abstentions. 
. Paragraph 3 of section I I was adopted by 32 
votes to 5, with 12 abstentions. 

Paragraph 4 of section I I was adopted by 29 
votes to 6, with 13 abstentions. 

Section I I I of the draft resolution was adopted 
. by 29 votes to 11, with 8 abstentions. 

Mr. GoNZALEZ FERNANDEZ asked that the 
vote on the resolution as a whole should be taken 
by roll-call. 

A vote was taken by roll-call as follows: 

In favour: Canada, China, Denmark, Domi­
nican Republic, Ethiopia, France, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Iceland, India, Iran, Liberia, Luxem­
bourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, Swe-

U nis apparait difficilement comme un acte 1 des­
tine a favoriser les conditions objectives per­
mettant la reconciliation. 

. Les membres de l'Assemblee generale traitent 
de la paix et de la reconciliation entre les 
peuples. J amais les methodes semblables a 
celles employees par les Etats-Unis n'attein­
dront Ies buts recherches. Ce qui vient de se 
produire amenera le desordre le plus profond 
dans le Moyen Orient. 

Les Etats-Unis ont de nombreux inter@ts dans 
le Moyen Orient et, notamment, un interH 
intellectuel; culture! et spirituel. M. Malik 
declare que ces interets spirituels, plus subtils, 
plus importants et plus durables, seront af­
fectes profondement par la decision que viennent 
de prendre les Etats-Unis. 

Le PRESIDENT met aux vo1x l'amendement 
soumis par le representant de l'Australie au 
cours de la seance et prie le Directeur du Cabi­
net du Secretair,e general d'en donner lecture. 

Par 14 voix contre 10, avec 24 abstentions, 
l' amendement australien est rejete. 

Le BRESIDENT met aux voix le projet de reso­
lution soumis par la Premiere Commission (do­
cument A/552). II ajoute qu'a la demande du 
representant de !'Uruguay, il sera procede au 
vote paragraphe par paragraphe. 
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Par 27 voix contre 5, avec 13 abstentions, 
le preambule du projet de resolution est adopte. 

Par 32 voix contre zero, avec 20 abstentions, 
la premiere partie du projet de resolution est 
adoptee. 

Par 31 voix contre 7, avec 11 abstentions, 
le paragraphe 1 de la deuxieme partie est adopte. 

Par 31 voix -contre 4, avec 13 abstentions, 
lp paragraphe 2 de _la deuxieme partie est adopte. 

Par 32 voix contre 5, avec 12 abstentions, 
le paragraphe 3 de la deuxieme partie est adopte. 

Par 29 voix contre 6, avec 13 abstentions, 
le paragraphe 4 de la deuxieme partie est adopte. 

Par 29 voix contre 11, avec 8 abstentions, 
la troisieme partie du pro jet. de resolution est 
adoptee. 

M. GoNZALEZ FERNANDEZ (Colombie). de­
maude que le vote sur !'ensemble de la resolu­
tion ait lieu par appel nominal. 

Il est procede au vote par appel nominal sur 
l' ensemble de la resolution. 

Votent pour: Canada, Chine, Danemark, 
Republique Dominicaine, Ethiopie, France, Gua­
temala, Honduras, Islande, Inde, Iran, Liberia, 
Luxembourg, Pays-Bas, Nouvelle-Zelande, Nica­
ragua, Norvege, Pakistan, Panama, Philippines, 
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den, Turkey, Union of South Africa, United 
Kingdom, United States of America, Uruguay, 
Afghanistan, Argentine, Belgi~m, Bolivia; 
Brazil. 

Against: Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, Yugoslavia, Byelo­
russian Soviet Socialist Republic. 

Abstaining: Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Egypt, 
Greece, Haiti, Iraq, Lebanon, Mexico, Peru, 

·Saudi Arabia, Siam, Syria, Venezuela, Yemen,. 
Australia. 

The resolution as a whole was adopted by 31 votes 
to 7, with 16 abstentions. 

. 19. Draft resolution submitted by the 
Dominican Republic (document A/553) 

The PRESIDENT put to the vote the following · 
draft resolution submitted by the Dominican 
Republic (document A/553), which Mr. CoR­
DIER, the Executive Assistant of the Secretary-

. General read out at his request: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Having adopted a resolution providing 
for the appointment of a United Nations 
Mediatorin Palestine1, which relieves the United 
Nations Palestine Commission from the further 
exercise of its responsibilities, 

"Resolves to express its full appreciation 
for the work performed by the Palestine Com­
mission in pursuance of its mandate from the 
General Assembly." 

Mr. HENRIQUEZ URENA· (Dominican Re-
public) considered thatitwasonlyfittingtothank 

·the United Nations Palestine Commission for the 
sincerity, honesty, good will and perseverance 
with which it had carried out its work. 

The PRESIDENT announced that as there was 
no objection, he took it that the resolution sub­
mitted by the Dominican Republic was adopted. 

. The resolution was adopted unanimously. 

Mr. GARciA GRANADOS (Guatemala) moved 
that the General Asse~bly should invite the 
Trusteeship Council to submit for its approval 

I 

the draft statute for J en.isalem drawn up by the 
Council (document A/5:41), which was ready 
to be put into effect. Hel,added that he had just 
received a communication from the Govern­
ment of Guatemala announcing that it recog­
nized the new Jewish State in Palestine. 

1 On 20 May 1948, CountFolke Bernadottewasappoint­
ed United Nations Mediator in Palestine. 
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Suede, Turquie, Union Sud-Africc;tine, Royaume­
Uni, Etats-Unis d'Amerique, Uruguay, 
Afghanistan, Argentine, Belgique, Bolivie, Bresil. 

Votent contre: Cuba, Tchecoslovaquie, Po­
logne, Republique socialiste sovietiqued'Ukraine, 
Union des Republiques socialistes sovietiques, 
Yougoslavie, Republique socialiste sovietique de 
Bielorussie. 

S' abstiennent: Chili, Colombie, Equateur, 
Egypte, Grece, Haiti, Irak, Liban, Mexique, 
Perou, Arabie saoudite, Siam, Syrie, Venezuela, 
Yemen, Australie. 

Par 31 voix contre 7, avec 16 abstentions, 
l'ensemble de la resolution est. adopte . 

19. Proiet de resolution propose par Ia 
Republique Dominicaine ·(document 
A/553) 

Le PRESIDENT met aux voix un projet de 
~esolution soumis par la Republique Domini­
caine (document A/553) et prie M. CORDIER, 
Directeur du Cabinet du Secretaire general d'en 
donner lecture: 

"L'Assemblee generale, 

"Ayant adopte une resolution prevoyant la 
nomination d'un Mediateur des Nations Unies 
en Palestine!, ce qui releve desormais la Com­
mission des Nations Unies pour. la Palestine 
des fonctions exercees par dle, 

"Decide d'exprini.e toute sa reconnaissance 
pour les travaux accomplis par la Commission 
pour la · Palestine, conformement au mandat . 
que lui aconfie l'Assemblee generale." 

M. HENRIQUEZ URENA (Republique Domini­
caine) explique qu'il a juge opportun de rendre 
hommage a la Commission des Nations Unies 
pour la Palestine pour les travaux qu'elle a rea­
lises avec foi, confiance, bonne volonte et perse­
verance. 

Le PRESIDENT, constatant qu'aucune objec­
tion n'est faite, considere que la resolution sou­
~ise par la Republique Dominicaine est adoptee. 

A l'unanimite, la resolution est adoptee . 

M. GARciA GRANADOS (Guatemala) soumet 
une motion tendant- a ce que l'Assemblee 
generale invite le Conseil de tutelle a lui envoyer 
pour approbation le projet de statut pour Jeru­
salem elabore par le Conseil (document,A/541), 
qui est pr@t pour !'entree en vigueur: II ajoute 
qu'il vient .. de recevoir une recommandation 
emanant du Gouvernement du Guatemala, dans 
laquelle ce dernier declare qu'il reconnait le 
nouvel Etat juif de Palestine. , 

1 Le 20 mai 1948, le comte Folke Bernadotte a che 
nomme Mediateur des Nations Unies en Palestine. 



The PRESIDENT regretted that he could not 
accept the Guatemalan representative's propos­
al, since the point he had raised was not on the 
agenda, discussion of which was concluded. 

20. Closing speed1 by the Pl!'esident 

The PRESIDENT observed that in order to 
complete its work the Assembly had had a 
difficult task to perform, and-as often hap­
pened in politics - it had done what it could 
with the means at its disposal. The Assembly 
should therefore ignore the many criticisms 
directed both at itself, at the Members of the 
United Nations in geqeral, and at the great 
Powers in particular. It would be an interesting, 
though perhaps a dangerous experiment to 
entrust those political critics with the direction 
of i~ternational affairs; such an experiment 

. would probably make them more tolerant 
and more sincere. Moreover, it should not be 
forgotten that the United . Nations was still 
in process of organization and that progress 
still had to be made in spite .of difficulties and 
obstacles. 

The spirit of San Francisco, which derived 
from constant agreement between the Great 
Powers, had vanished 'as soon as the Security 
Council began its work, and had not reappeared. 
Many of the, Charter's provisions were badly 
interpreted or applied. The international force 
which was to back up the authority of the 
SeC:urity Councirs decisions had not been organ­
ized. The regulation and reduction of armaments 
had not been accomplished, although the small 
and medium-sized nations called for it in order 
to reduce their budgets. Three years after the 
cessation of hostilities, the foremost task, the 
establishment of peace, had not 'been achieved. 
Korea and Austria were still occupied. Germany 
and J apart had no definitive regime. There were 
peace-loving nations whose co-operation would 
be 'valuable, which had not joined· the United 
Nations, either because they had been neutral 
during the war or because it was assumed in 
advance that they were involved in international 
disputes. · 

Nevertheless he did not hesitate to tell its 
detractors that in less than two and a half years, 
the United Nations had accomplished fruitful 
and practical work in the economic and social 
field, thus furthering the progress of the civilized 
world. 

It must be admitted that the Palestine ques­
tion was an inheritance bequeathed without 
inventory by the League of Nations, and that 
the colonizing nation PfJr. excellence had been 
unable to solve it in thirty years. 

Le PRESIDENT regrette de ne potivoir accepter 
Ia 'proposition du representant du Guatemala, 
le point souleve ne figurant pas a I'ordre du 
jour, lequel est epuise. 

20. Discol.!lrs de cl&ture du President 

Le PRESIDENT constate que l'Assemblee, 
pour arriver au terme de ses travaux, a eu une 
tache difficile a accomplir et, comme il arrive 
souvent en politique, a fait ce qui etait en son 
pouvoir avec les elements dont elle disposait. 
L'Assemblee doit done negliger les nombreuses 
critiques qui. ont ete adressees aussi bien a 
elle-meme qu'aux Membres des Nations Unies 
en general et aux grandes Puissances en parti­
culier. Ce serait une experience interessante, bien 
que dangereuse peut-etre, de confier a ces cen­
seurs politiques Ia direction des affaires inter­
nationales, mais une telle experience les rendrait 
probablement plus tolerants et plus sinceres. II 
faut d'autre part tenir compte du fait que les 
Nations Unies en sont encore au stade de !'or­
ganisation et que des progres devront encore 
etre accomplis en depit des difficultes et des 
obstacles. 

L'esprit qui regnait a. San-Francisco, et· qui 
etait le resultat d'un accord constant entre les 
grandes Puissances, a disparu des le debut des 
travaux du Conseil de securite et on ne l'a pas 
vu reapparaitre. De nombreuses dispositions de 
la Charte sont mal interpretees ou mal appli­
quees. La force internationale destinee a ren­
forcer l'autorite des decisions du Conseil n'a 
pas ete organisee. La reglementation et Ia re­
duction des armements n'ont pas ete menees a 
bien, malgre le fait que les petites et moyennes 
nations les reclament afin de pouvoir reduire 
leurs budgets. L'etablissement de Ia paix, cette 
tiiche primordiale, n'est pas acheve trois ans 
apres le cessation des hostilites. La Coree et 
l'Autriche sont toujours occupees. L'Allemagne 

· et le J apon n'ont pas de regime defini. Des na­
tions pacifiques dont la collaboration serait 
utile ne sont pas entrees dans !'Organisation, 
soit parce qu'elles etaient neutres pendant la 
guerre, soit parce qu'on les supposait d'avance 
impliquees dans les differends internationaux. 

Le President n'hesite pas, toutefois, a repondre 
aux detracteurs de !'Organisation que les Na­
tions Unies ont realise en moins d.e deux ans et 
demi, dans le domaine economique et social, une 
reuvre feconde et pratique qui favorise)e progres 
du monde civilise. 

Quant a Ia question de Palestine, il faut dire 
qu'il s'agit Ia d'un heritage Iaisse sans benefice 
d'inventaire par la Societe des Nations et que la 
nation colonisatrice par excellence n'a pas su 
resoudre au cours d'une periode de trente annees. 
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The General Assembly had been faced not 
only with the conflicting interests of the two 
parties, but also with the political prejudices and 
intransigence of certain Members. 

In any case, recent debates had shown the 
advantages of freedom of thought and freedom 
to translate ideas into decision or votes, even if 
the solutions. thus adopted were, not the best. 
In short, that freedom should lead to the building 
of an international society directed by the best 
minds and based on the will of millions of men 
who had gained the right to live worthily, free 
from an economic or social servitude. 

The days of dictatorships, whether autocratic 
or oligarchic, of cliques or of parties, were num­
bered. Peoples had learned to determine their 
own future. The interests of the majority must 

. prevail - for such was the law of progress -
over the interests of a minority of profiteers and 
over foreign influence of any description. 

Thus the people of Palestine would decide 
its future for itself and on its own behalf. Free­
dom never came as a gift; it had to be conquered, 
often at the price of tears and suffering. Blood­
shed in the name of freedom could be accepted, 
if need be, but what could not be accepted was 
that blood should be shed in the defence of 
interests alien to those of the combatants who 
were fighting to safeguard their own destiny. 

The Assembly must hope that the fratricidal 
struggle in Palestine would cease as soon as 
possible; it must greet the advent of a new free 
people to the concert of nations and hope that 
the peoples of Palestine, whatever their race 
and origin, would realize that their immediate 
interests and their future depended on mutual 
understanding without foreign intervention. 

After thanking the Secretary-General and the 
Secretariat staff, the President announced the 
closing of the second special session of the 
United Nations General Assembly. 

The meeting rose at 8.35 p.m. 

L'Assemblee generale n'a pas eu a Iutter seu­
lement contre les interets antagonistes des deux 
parties, mais aussi contre les prejuges politiques 
et !'intransigeance de certains Membres. 

Les debats qui viennent d'avoir lieu ont mon- · 
tre, en tous cas, les avantages de la liberte de 

· pensee et de la liberte de traduire les ide~s en 
decisions ou votes, meme si les solutions ainsi 
adoptees ne sont pas les meilleures. En defi­
nitive, une telle liberte doit permettre d'edifier 
une societe internationale dirigee par les meil­
leurs esprits et etayee sur la volonte de millions 
d'hommes qui ont conquis le droit de vivre di­
gnement hors de tout esclavage economique ou 
social. 

Les jours des dictatures, personnelle ou oligar­
chique, de cliques ou de partis, sont comptes. 
Les peuples ont appris a decider de leur prop~e 
destinee. L'interet de la majorite du peuple doit 
l'emporter, car telle est la loi du progres, sur les 
interets d'une minorite de profiteurs et sur les 
influences etrangeres queUes qu'elles soient. 

Ainsi, de lui-meme, et en son propre nom, le 
peuple palestinien decidera de son destin. La 
liberte ne se re!;oit pas comme un cadeau, il faut 
la conquerir, bien souvent au prix de larmes et 
de souffrances. Nous pouvons accepter a la ri­
gueur que le sang soit verse au nom de la libei:te, 
mais ce que no us ne pouvons pas accepter, c' est 
que le sang soit verse pour la defense d'interets 
etrangers a ceux des combattants qui luttent 
pour assurer leur propre destin. 

Faisons done des vreux pour que cesse le plus 
rapidement possible la lutte fratricide en Pales­
tine. Saluons l'avenement d'un nouveau peuple 
libre dans le concert des nations. Esper'ons que 
les peuples de Palestine, quelles que soient leur 
race et leur origine, se convaincront que leur 
interet immediat et leur avenir reposent sur la 
comprehension mutuelle sans intervention etran­
gere. 

Le President, apres avoir remercie le Secre­
taire general et le personnel du Secretariat, de­
clare close la deuxieme session extraordinaire de 
l'Assemblee generale des Nations Unies. 

La seance est levee a 20 h. 35. 
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