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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-CENERAL ON FERSONNEL POLICY
FNote by the Secrat&rx-&eneralf

“l. O 12 Merch 1952, the Secretary-Generasl sent the following letter to certain
former staff membera whose ceses are pending before the Administrative 'I‘ri‘bunal
" ‘arid also Bent coples "to thelr attorneys: SR
- "I wish to draw your ettention to the following ‘extract from the

statsmant vhich I mede to 'I:he Genoral Assembly cn 10 March 1953 in regazﬂ
tn personnel policy:
1If the Unlted States Executive Order had been in effect last auttmm,
the ataff members with permanent contracts whom I terminated for
refusing to answer questions, would heve hed an opporh:niﬁy to clear
themselves through the procedurds ‘established by thet Order. Even
" now, elthoigh’I ‘Eelievd that nd:one should vemiin in the Secretariet
vho refuses: to dnaver questions réleting <to subversive ectivity on
grounds of self«ine¥ininetion, T Would be pi*épared to offer them this
opportunity if they were willing =50 submit 'themselvep o the
* - investigation ‘eril review of their cdsss by the appropriate United
Stetes agericles &nd then by the Advisory Panelil heve eppointed. I
- sincerely hope ‘that ey will Sccept this offer anmd'in that respect

‘plecde themselves slongside ‘almost 2,000 of their fellov Amsricens

serving in the Secreterlat whé have complied ‘with the United States

Executive Order, If, &s e yesult, they should be cleared, I.would

al3o be prepared to consider them for re-gmploymsnt?,

"Upon your informing me of your egreement to the procedure indicated,

I aha]’l'eubmit ycmr et to the United States authorities for investigation

).nnﬂevr the tem of the Exacutive Order of 9 Jaxmaxy 1953, It wonld elso be
necessary for ynn to aubm:lt fhe ﬁorms proviﬂea by the United States

authorities for the implemntation of this Executive Order.,
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"I should appreciate a reply to this letter not later than Monday,
16 March at 6.00 p.m,”
2, 0Onl6 March 1953, the Secretary-General received the following reply from
the attorneys of the ataff members:
"0ur respective clients have transmitted to us your letters of
12 March 1953,
"The entire matter, of courss, 1s presently sub judice., Accordingly,
1t would seem eppropriate for any disposition of it to be mede through the
channels of the Administrative Tribunal in order to ensure cnmylets end
contimed protection of .our clients! righta. Yowr dirsct cmnmioaticm with
the applica.nts apd the Inclusion of ‘e time limltaticn in your lettors are not
in accord with the customary procedures in pending litigation where ‘parties
are represantsd by counsel, (
"The offer es formnlated creates serioua problems of Mterpmtation and
a.pplicatip;n. It ls couched in extremely vegue language, It pur:porta 0
chenge the resscns for the termination of employment, It establishes
conditlons which we believe ere viclatlve of the Charter emd of the
permanent appoinmant zighta of our clients. ‘
and that “hhe ‘Ii‘ihunal vmuﬁ suaﬁain their cle.:l.ms He believe thﬂt your ,
propcsal is aigxificant 4n 1t§ implicit recognition of. t‘-he very serious
injustlee done to our e.lients and the u.ntenability of the rospondentts
poeition upon t,he eppeal. - It would certainly have Besmad. more appropriete
for your letters to ‘offer immediete reinstatement and remsdlal rellef to ths
applicents £or the injury cauaad them.,
"o are prepered fo entertedn, under the segis of the Administrative
" Tribunal, & serlous proposal of settlement of our clients! claims within the
frams of refersnce of - their rights umi.er 'the Charter; the Sta.ff Regulations ,
and their letters of eppointment. To that emd, we are availsble for early
discussions at your pleasurs, provided i;ha.t such discussions will not delay %
the proceedings, including m@ument on 2 April 1953 before the Tribunel, or [
otherwiss pre.judioe our cl:lerufs' xjights. : |
w L yery. trulyyourﬂ: |
v ¥ S DONWER,. KINOY and PERLIN; ;f
- KAPLAN, AXELROD end JAFFE; \ﬂl
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- SEAPIRO,, RABINCGWITZ and ROUDIN .
(Bignad) by: Leonard B. mm
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On 19 March 1953, the Secretary-Generel replied as follows:

"I have received your letter of 16 March 1953.

"I regret that you evidently misunderstood the import of my
commmication of 12 March 1953 addressed to your respective clients, The
purpose of this commmication was to offer to them, if they so desired,
the uee of & procedure which had not bsen available at the time of the
tormination of their appointments. fe I stated, if, as a result, thoy
should be cleared, I would elso be prepered %o consider them for
ro~employment, I note thet this offer hes been rofused.,

“I might edd that my commmication 814 not purport in eny wey to
change the reasons for the termination of your clients' emplomant.

- - -






