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REPORI' OF THE SECRETARY-GENEBAL ON l'EBSOmwr. POLICY 

Note b:r the Secre'!@'Y-Gene~'

' 1 1. on·12 March 19521 the Secretary-Gene~ sent the following letter to certain 

fOl'IIIBr staff members whose cases are pandine before the ·Administrative Tribunal, 
·,,_ la.tid aJ:so ·G.ent copies "'to their attorneys: . · 

.... "I Wish to draw your attention to the follow:tne 'extract from the 

statement which I made to the- Gene~ Assembly on 10 March 1953 in regard 

to parsODilel policy; 
1If' the United States Executive Order ~ been in effect last autumn, 

~e staff xnembers with pal'!Wlent ccintracts whom I tsrm.tnated for 

ref1l,s:tne to answer questions, ~d have had an opportunity to _clear 

themselves tbrough :the procedures •establ1ahed by .that Order. Even 

· nov, althcniBh\I ;1ieJ:ie'l'e•'%hat-·ncf•one'~s.Muld l.'elllt!in ·:bl. the Secrete.r;J.at 

who refuea'a' to ~'liar q,uestfoilli·~:fat:tnS<tc 'Subversive activity on 

gl'OWllie. of self'-'1nc:tl:flll:ln!it1'Qn; :1 'vould be pl'epBJ:'ed to offer t!Jem this 

opportunity if· they were wUi'ing "tt aubm1t themselve!' to the 

· investigatioo'e.nii' re"View or· t1i6:1r cdeea by the ·appropriate United 

States agencies filld 1;4en·by the Advisory Panel·cr have appointed. I 

· sincerely hope that -tlie;l"' -lim ·:a:ceept ''this offer atfll'' in that respect 

:Place the!IiSelves. a'longside·:aJ.most .1!!1 000 of their fe'llow Americans 

, ssrving 1n the· secretariat wh<Fb.ave complieli ·'!11th the United States 

Executive Order~ I£1 as a result, they should be cleared, I·would 

also be prepared to consider them for re-emplO;jlllll!nt 1 • 

"Upon your- informing ms of your agreement to the :prOcedure indicated, 

! shJill;;Silbmit Your nai1i£f ·tO ·!the Un1 ted States authoritiss for investigation 

,unde~·the 'te~ of' th!i_.E;ii'"
1

0~tive Order of 9 January 1953.. It would also be 

necessary for yeu to e~bmit ,t~ :eWDJII. ,provided by the United States 
' ·- • • • ·~ •• • J . 

authorities for the 1mplelll8l1tation Or this Executive Order. 
53~o8l82 . . 
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"I should appreciate a reply to this letter not later than Monday, 

16 March at 6.00 P•D4" 

2. On 16 March 1953, the Secretary-GeneraJ. received the following reply from 

the attorneys of the staff members: 

"Our respective clients have tl'lUlSmitted to us your letters of 

l2 March 1953. 
"The entire :matter, of course 1 is presently ~ .1udi;oe. Accordingly, 

it would seem appropriate for e.ey dispos+tion of it to bs made through the 

channels of the J\dm1n1strative Tribunal in order to ensure complete and 

continued protect:i,on of .our cl:l.ents 1 rights.; Your d:!Jreet cO!T!QJ!m1oation with 
: -· . . 

the applicants B.Pd the inclusion of's. t:l.rne l1mitatien in your- letters are not 

in accord with the customary procedures in pendini3 liti.gation where''part~es 

are represented by ~qQneei. 

"The offer as formulated creates serious problems. of interpretation and 

applioa tien, It is couched in extrsl!ll!lly vague lang11age. It pr.trports to 

change the ree.Bons for the ter.mina.tien ·Of emplojment. It establishes 

conditions which we believe are violative of the Charter and of the 

pe:rmanant appointmsn'(; l)ighta of our cllli!nte~ · 

"We arl;) .cQi:!i'ident .• oi the jtku~~ '~r th~ position.ta.ken by our cllents 
: • --~"·-· ·-· • '. "· ~ """' ... :·., ---':""~-·· .. _,.:"!;-'~-_; 

and that the Tribunal ~WJI,ll:l ·austiHri ·their claims, ye ,believe that your 
. ' • _ _. • • ' ~ '. ' ; ·. ' - • •• -=: . 

proposal is s!gnificant\m·tt!j implt(:it recogniti~ of, the very serious 

injustice !lone to our GJ:itsnts' and tli8 untenability of' the respondent's 

position ~~.t~· ap).le~. ·It would certainly have eeemsd more appropriate 

for your letters .to orf'~r ilnmsdiate J;'eiDatatement and remedial relief to the 

applicants for the injm:y caused them. 
r 

"We are. pl;'epare!l tg. entert8.in1 under t~ aegis of' the Administrative 

TrillU:llal, a seriQW~ proposal ot settlement of our clients• claimS within ths 
frame of reference of' 'their rights under the Charter; the Staff RegW.ations 

and their letters of appo;Intment. To that em1 we are available for early 
' discussions at your_ pleasure, provided that such discussions will not delay 

~e proceedings, ~cl¢ip.g ~Jl.t·on·'~.l).~ril 1953 before the Tribunal, or 

otherwise preJ1ldice ~ ~ie~s:,.~~ts. ;., . 
; · • ''· · Very .. ;tl'UJ.,y yours, 
.,, ;;•: . ooiOOili;~~QY and PEHLm; 

EAPLAN1 fllELBoD and JAFF.Il:; 
_ SBAPJllO,, RlllUNOWITZ and :aotJDIN. 

,;;., ... 

·(Signed)· by: Le.~ :8. BOUDIN 
., 

i 

1 
-________ ;I 
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3, On 19 March 1953, the Secretary-General replied as follows: 

"I have received your letter of 16 March. 1953. 
"I regret that you evidently misunderetood the import of my 

comw,n1cation of l2 March 1953 addressed to your respective clients, ~e 

piU'pOse of thiS comumn1cation was to offer to them, if they so desired, 

the use of a procedure 'lfllich had not been available at the time of the 

termination of their appo;tntlnente.. As :t !Ita ted, if 1 as a result, they 

should be cleared, I would also be ]1l'epared to consider them for 

re~employment, I note that this offer has been refused, 
11 I might add that my cOT!!!!!1m:lcat1on dill, not purport in e:ny way to 

change the reasons for the term:l.na.t;l.on ot your clients' employment." 

--·--




