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THE TUNISIAN QUESTION 

:• The msident of the Genei'a.l. Assembly he.s the ~nour to tran~t · ·. 
to the Members of the GeneralAaaembly a copy of·a i~tter-dated 16 ~~h 195'5, 

together with an accompanying memorandum, which he 'lias ·receiVed from the 
" ·De1efW,tio;,;E! of Afghanistan, Burma., Egypt, -tndia, Indonesia, Iran, I~~

I • •,. ' 

t.,ebanon, i:.il?~ia, Pakistan, Philippines, saudi Arabia, Syria and Yem.en•
., : :· . . . . ~ ' . ' ' 

- At the reqUeSt of ,these,•l)e).egations,. the letter an(l the a!)COI!IP<IIl:ying 

m.eirioralldum.bave been•-reiw~:by the President to the Minister:-'of Foreign 
. ' ; ~ . . . . •, ~ . . 

Affairs of France, for the consideration of his- Gov~ent.. . . 
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Letter dated 16 March 195~ from the Delegations of Afghanistan, BUrma, E:gypt, 
India., Indonesia., Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, :Liberia., Pakistan, Philippines, 
saudi Arabia, Syria and Yemen, addressed to the President of the Genel'!ll Assembly 

New York·, 16 Marcb 1953 

We are obliged to drav your ~J.ttention to the dangerous situation still 
existing in Tunisia. and tbe repressive measures which continue, we believe, 
to be taken by the French Govel'lll!lent in an intensified manner. · 

It will be recalled that the General Assembly, after conside:ration of the 
Tunisian question, adopted resolution 611 (VII) at ita 4o4th plenary meeting on 
17 December 1952. We regret tl;lat the Government of France has so far given 
no indication that it intends to implement the provisions of this resolution 
or tQ abide by its spirit. 

It insi~ts;that negotiations proceed only on the formula of its own 
choice and; only.with a so-called Tunisian Govel'lll!lent of ita own making. It 
has extended and intensified its policy of represe:!.on both througb. ita armed 
forces a,nd tl:u"ougb. the machinery o:f' the military tribunals in Tunisia. · It 
has taken no effective mee.surl!!s to curb the campaign of terrorism directed 
bY underground organizations against nationalist l..eaders, This policy of the 
French Govel'lll!lent is contre:cy both to the sptrit of the. Charter and to the 
appeal to both parties in. resolution 611 (V!I) to ret':rain t'rom any acts or ' 
measures likely to aggravate the present tension• 

We request you to place this letter and' the accompanying memorandum 
based on the best available info:rmation before the Govel'lll!lent of :ii'l'al).ee and to 
urge it to take the prompt end liberal measures required by the situation 
existing in Tunisia. 

We request you in particular, in the interest of Justice e.nd munan:lty, to 
intercede to secure a atlly of ~ecution of those prisoners eentenced to death 
by the French military tribllllale in Tunisia. 'l'he following are k:nown to be 
emong those thus condemned: ' 

Othman RaJ Abmed 
Abdulla.h Hassen 
Ali Abdurraza.k Sandor 
Habib l:Ia.mda Anm1ar 
Al:m)ed Ali Gherissi 
Al.i Am.or Ben Gacem · 
Cha.ffai Alm!ed Ali 
Abdu1kader Haiga 
Ferjani Abdur:rahme.n 
Tabar All 
Abmed Abou :Bakl" 
Noureddine Abd\llkader 
El Ha~ Tlili 
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The execution of these prisoners on the basis of the summary trials 
conducted by these tribunals would be both a grave miscarriage of justice and 
a further violation of resolution 611 (VII). The situation in Tilnisia:. would 
be further worsened and the peaceful settlement which is desired by all Member 
nations, but which .is already being prejudiced by French repressive actions, 
would become even more difficult to secure. 

It is to be hoped that speedY aation to re)lledy the situation will be taken 
in ~ew:_of the faa~s ab9ve ment:Ioned, therebY relieving ua of the necessity of 
referring the TUnisian question again to the appropl."iate body· of ·the United 
Nations~ · · · · ,_ .... ·· .,, · · · · ..... ,.· · 

. ·-·-· . ' .. 

w~ sh!1.ll be ~ ~fUi _if .. the text .. or this letter ·ana' the attaaned ·: : 
memorandum is circulated as a ·United'Na.tions doct.iment• ·· · · · ··· .... · 

(Signed) 
- . ~ . '• . . . . . } . .. ' . . : . ' ;•, ';·. . .-

.·.-' .. :-

Mohammed Ka.llii- LUDIN 
Chairman, Delegation of Afghanistan' · 

. to the General Assembly . '. -·_ -, . '. . . . · ... . : .. 
U 'KYIN: · ·' • -- ... , ·. · ·' 
Chairman:• D'Jlegati-on· of. Burma 
to the: General·Aas<<Jllibly , ·: 

Ahmed Ga.la.l · El(line ·.l\J3'D~ 
Chairman, Delegation of Egypt. :' 
to the General Assemb.ly . . . 

' .... -· ..... :·- :' . ··- ,.,, ..... 
. Vj,ja.ya Lakshmi PANDIT . . ..~ . 

. Chairman, Delegation of'· India ". ·, 
to the· General Assembly. 

L.N. PALAR 
.. ·:, .:_ , I. \''-~ 

Cha,irman, Delegation 0:1:· Th.dd~e·sia 
to th!'l General Assembly · · ·. · . · · 

• .•. • '• • I 

N.· ENTEZAM 
Chairman, Delegation of Iran 
to the General Assembly' 

Abdullab BAKR 
_,. .' .· 

Acting Chairman, Delegation of .. Ira<J. 

' 

· .. 

to the General AssemblY · · · .:. 
;.• .. -... 

~. ·. 

·· K:ariiri .AzKot)i:.·"·: .,, '' · 
. Acting: chairman;·: D~i~gat:l.On of 
Lebanon to the General Assembly 

··- .: ·.. . '··; .• .. - ·· .. ,. '. 

Henry F •• _COOPEJ;l· 
Chairma,p1 Delegation .of Vl.beria 

. to the. General A,esemq:J,y. ·: :. 
Ahm~d BOi<ll:A.BI ·. · · ... , ·.: ·, . ·' · 

Chaii'I'lla.li, Iiel,ega.iion 'o:f' F8.kistan 
to .. tl:le General A.sseJIIJ?ly 

•• 4 • : - >.: : ·. -~ . ·: . ~ : ... 

Caril:QS P •' RCWJLID · . · · . .. 
. Chai.rman,, D.elegatio!'l of: tP.e 
·Philippines to tbe· Gelleral .'\.ssembly 

:Faiaal Ai~SAUD· 
·'cliairmarr; DeleW.tion of ~udi 
· Ai-abia to the· General Assembly 
.i.:. -~ -:·: :·. ·: : 

. Farid. ZEINEDDINE 
Chairman> Delegation· of Syria. 

·:to th-e·General Assembly, . 

. saif .u· Islam ABDULLAH 
, Chairman, Delegation of Yemen 

,. to the General Assembly 
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Memoialldum 

Resolution 611 (VI:i:) eipress~d ·the Assembly's confidence. that .th~ Government 
of France would.·endeavour to :t:urtheli the effective development of the-free 
institutions of the Tunisian peopie, in cOh:t:ormity with the provisions. and 
principles o:f the Charter, It also eitpressed the· hope that ·the parties would 
eontinue. negotiations on an urgent basis with a view to bringing about self
government fl!r Tunisians, FinaUY, the resolution appealed to the parties 
conce:rned to ~onduct their relations and> aettle their disputes ·in accordance 
with the sPirit of the Charter and to refrain ;from any acts or measures likely 
to aggravate the present tension. . . · 

The GOv~rnment of France, however, is prepared to resume negotiations only 
on the basts of the so-called reform programme ·submitted· by the French··. Resident
General to His Highness tbe Bey; and it is prepared to negotiate only with the 
Government appointed by the French ~er the forcible deposition of the Cabinet 
hee,ded by M.Chenik·~ The Beyr s plea for the ;restoration. of a· representatiVfl 
Government has oeim refused consideration. 

,:. 

The Governmrmt of France has also ignored the apPeal made by the Assembly 
to the parties~. to refrain from any acts or measures likely to aggravate the 
present tension in Tunisia. No restoration of civil liberties has taken place. 
On the contrary, we understand the policy of repression has been extended and 
:intensified •. Arined repression by the Frencb forces continues, According to 

· our information·, "llouaea are systematically searched, women are ill-treated., the 
food supplies in chosep areas are destroyed and the boilles- of patriots are sought 
out by the police.an~ demolished With dynamite. During.~he three months 
folloWing the General Aseelilbly~ a adoption o:f' resoluti~ 6'-l (v:I:J:), numero\ls 
executions by French troops have taken place ·in the ~itie's of aa:f'sa and Medinine. 
The following, we are informed, are among those who were" arbi'tl'arily taken 
prisoner and executed without even the pretense of a trial; . . -. 

'Northern Region (Ras Jebel) 

Ha.di Mohamed Chare.dou 
Hadi Jeridi 

·' A:bmed Ga.cem Zarrouk · 

.:0:· ·$;uthern Region ('l'at$ouin!:,) 

· : " · ·.. ·' Ha.madi Sad.ek 
Abdullah Tounkti 
Ali Tounkti 
Thami Kouerki 
Mongi Chaieb 
Abderra.bma.n Ali KheUfe. 
Bechir fMedinine) 
ZOuhir Medinine) 
Ma.rsah Medinine} 
Chaou (Medinine) 

.. 

Two prisoners with the name Saleh, in the c:l,ty o:f' Sousae 



·: ,.,, . . .... - : ··-r··. )•• . . .· . ' ... 
Although it is alleged 1;1:lat ti1Qae exE~CuW vel'l! ih~;urljen~t·s 1 i't. is· knciwh 

that several of them were stanns P,Ja<letully i%1 'their homes at the time of 
their seizure. In any even'1;1 execution witlwut trial must be regarded as 
contrary both to the ele~~~entary principlelil of' justice and to the appeal made 
to the parties i.n clause 3 of :reaol.utiOil 6U (Vll). 

The policy of armed repression is supplemented by summary trials and 
sentences meted out by the two permanent military tribunals now functioning 
in Tunis. Same twenty persona~ ~tenced every week by these tribunals 
to death or to hard labour. The process of investigation iB perfunctory and 
"confessions" are frequently extorted by torture. 

In the six months prior to l December 1952, the m1litary tribunal pronounced 
ten sentences of death. It is noteworthy tl:lat in the three months which 
followed the adoption of resolution 611 (VI1) 1 no lese than thirteen sentences 
of death have been pronounced. 

The official campaign of repression is .paralleled by the atrocities of 
"The Red Hand", a terrorist organization directed against the nationalist 
leaders. More than 100 attempts have been made by this organization on the 
lives and property of prominent nationalists. No measures seem to have been 
taken by the French Government to curb these terrorist activities and several 
of its outrages have in fact been committed· on the basis of information 

. accessible to the French police alone. Af'ter the Sub·Committee designated by 
the Bey of Tunis to study the so-called reforms proposed by the French 
Government had decided to reject them, members of the Committee were subjected 
to Violent and concerted intimidation by "The Red Hand" • Of the thirteen 
members, one was assassinated and ten others had their houses !l.!ld property 
destroyed by bombs. Relatives of prominent nationalist leaders have also been 
the Victims of systematic terrorism b;y "The Red H!l.!ld". The Wife and nieces 
of Habib BoUrguibe., :rresident of the Neo-Destour l'a%'ty1 were VictimS of a bOlllb 
attack on 27 ,Tan1$ey 195} •. · ~e daughter of Mr. Mohalluned Cbenik1 Prime Minister 
of the Cabinet forcibly deposed by the French suffered a similar outrage on the 
same day. Princess Zak:l.a, the eldest daughter ot the Bey !l.!ld the wife of the 
Minister of Health in the Chenik Cabinet, vas subjected to a bomb attack on 
l March. The mother of the Minister of Health was also attacked. 

By its refusal to res~ genuine negotiations and its attempts to c~el 
the Tunisians to negotiate under duress, by intensifying its repressi~e measures 
and by permitting terrorist organizations to continue unchecked, the French 
Govertunent is proceeding against the spirit of the Charter and is also committing 
and acquiescing in acts which must ineVitably aggravate the existing tension. 
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Such a policy can onl3 undeZ'IIIine the pneral pd,k:i:ples rA co-operation in the 
maintenance of international. peace and security'Wbich it was the purpose of 
resol.ution 6U ·(VII} to :!.'e&Beert, It ie P.:tain .'Vh&t these principles c:e.nnot 
be developed and 'that val:l,d negotiations ~t-·ta.ke plaCe until the policy of 
repression oee.ses 1 'tlle le;adere of the Tlm1¢.1m ·people are rel.eased and normal 
civil liberties are restored 1n '.rllld.s:l4~ · ·. , • . . . 

. i. .. ~--.- -·~· 




