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' 1. By a letter dated 20 June 1952 (A/2137) 1 the Permanent Representatives of 

Afghanistan, Burma, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Pakistan, the 

Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Yemen reg_uested that a special session of' 

the Assembly should be summoned to consider the Tunisian ~estion, Twenty-three 

Member .States (including the above thirteen States) expressed their support of' 

(lthe reg_uest (A/'Z1A3). Accordingly, no special session was convened, since the 

I majority reg_uired under rule 9. (a) of' the rules of' procedure of' the General 

sembly had not been obtained, 

By a letter dated 30 July 1952 (A/2152) 1 the Permanent Representatives of' 

ghanistan, Burma, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Paldstan, the 

Ph ·lippines, Saudi Arabia, Syria. and Yemen reg_uested that th~ Tunisian g_uestion 

b~ included in the provisional agenda of' the seventh session. 

3. \ At its 380th meeting on 16 October 1952, the General Assembly decided to, 

inclttde the Tunisian g_uestion in the agenda. of its seventh session as item 60, 

At its 382nd meeting on 17 October, the General ,Assembly referred the item to 

t~e First Committee for consideration and report. 
1
\ 4. The )first Committee considered the g_uestion at its 537th to 546th meetings 

f i):lclusive. 

5. By a letter.dated 4 December (AjC;l/737) the representative of' France 

informed the Chairman of' the Committee that, in accordance with the statement 

made by the Minister for Foreign Affairs. of' France at. the 392nd plenary meeting of 

the General Assembly on 10 November, the French delegation would be unable to 
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participa.te in the discussion on agenda item 60. At the 537th meeting, the 

representative of Iraq moved that the Committee. should address an appeal to the 

representative of France to attend its meetings. The Chairman stated tha.t he 

W!Juld address such an appeal to the representative of France. 

6. The First Committee held a general debate on the item at its 537th to 54lst 

and 543rd to 546th meetings inclusive, and the following draft resolutions were 

submitted: 

(a) A joillt draft resolution submitted at the 537th meeting by Afghanistan, 

Burma, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq,, Lebanon, Pakistan, the Philipp·ines, 

Saudi Arabia, Syria and Yemen (A/C.l/736), which provided, inter alia, that 

the General Assembly should (i) recall that the Charter affirmed the equal 

rights of nations large and small, and that among the purposes of the United 

Nations was the development of friendly rela.tions among nations based on 

respect for the principle of equal rights and self-aetermination of peoples; 

(ii) consider that the continuance of the present situation in Tunisia was 

detrimental to those rights and purposes and also endar1gered international 

peace and security; (iii) urge the Government of France to establish normal 

conditions and normal civil liberties in Tunisia; (iv) reconunend that 

negotiations should be resumed be~>een the Government of France and the true 

representa.tives of the Tunisian people for the purpose of im;plementing the 

right of self-determination and the fulfilment of the nat;ional aspirations 

of the Tunisian people; (v) decide to appoint a commission of good offices, 
. I 

composed of three members, to arrange and assist in the proposed negotiatiors; 

(Vi) request the commission to take all necessary steps for the aforesaid I 

purposes and to report to the General Assembly on the progress made; 

(vii) in:vite all concerned to give to the commission their full co-operation; 

and (viii) decide to include the item on the provisional agenda of the eighth 

session of the General Assembly. 

(b) A joint draft resolution submitted at the 539th meeting by Brazil, 

Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, ;Hond;uras, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Nicaragua, 

T."ruguay, and Venezuela (A/C.l/L.8) which provided, inter alia, that the 

Generar·.Assembly should (i) eXJ?ress its confidence that, in pursuance of itE 

proclaimed policies, the Government of France would endeavour to further thE 

effective development of the free institutions of the Tunisian people, in 



Page 3 

con:formity 1dth the Purposes and Principles of the ChaTter; (ii) eJq>ress 

the hope that the parties would continue negotiations on an urgent basis with 

a view to bringing about sel:t'-government for Tunisians in the light of the 

relevant provisions of the Charter; and (iii) appeal to the parties concerned 

to conduct their relations and settle their disputes in accordance with the 

spirit of the Charter and ref';rain :t'rom any acts or measures likely to 

aggravate the present tension. 

7 • ., . At :the 54lst meeting, Pakistan submitted a proposal which, after revision 
i 

(A/,C.l/L.9) provided that the .First Committee should (a) eJq>ress its regret at the 

absence of the French delegation from its deliberations on the Tunisian ~uestion 

and appeal to the Government of France to recons+der its decision and to instruct 

its delegation to take its right:t'ul seat in the Committee with a view to taking· 

paTt in the discussion on the ~uestion; and (b) decide that the Bey of Tunis 

should be invited to depui;e his representative to participate in the debates, 

w.i thout the right of vote. 

8. After discussion at the 542nd meeting, the Committee proce~de~ to vote 

paragraph by paragraph on the draft resolution of Pakistan (A/C.l(L.9) with the 

. following results : 

The first paragraph was adopted by a roll-call vote of 19 to 16, with 22 

r-bstentions 1 as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Bolivia, Burma, Chile, China, Egy:pt1 Guatemala, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Ira~ Lebanon, Pakistan,· Philippines, 
Ec.~di J'.rr.l:ia, f~ia1 ~il:md1 Yen:en, ·Yugoslavia. 

Against: Austral:i.a, Belgium, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecc;ador, 
Haiti, Honduras, Israel, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Union of South A:t'rica., United Kingdom of 
Grea.t Britain and Northern Ireland~ Uruguay. 

Absta.ining: Argentina, Bra2;il1 Byelorussian Scviet Socialist· Republic 1 
Canada, Colombia, Cuba., Czechoslavakia, Denmark, Ethiopia, 
Iceland; Liberia, Mexico, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Poland, SWeden, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Sta.tes of America, 
Venez~ela. 
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The second ;paragraph was rejected by a. roll-call vote of 26 to 24, with 
7 abstentions, as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Bolivia, :Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, Chile, China, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Gua.temala, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq. Lebanon, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Thailand, Ukrainian Soviet Sociallist 
Republic, Uhion of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yemen, · 
Yugoslavia .• 

Against: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
DeTJJnark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras, 
Iceland, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua., 
Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Sweden, Union of South , 
Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United States of America, Urugua;v, Venezuela. 

Abstaining: J.rgentina, Brazil, Ethiopia, Israel, Liberia, IY'~xico 1 Turkey. 

The resolution, minus the· second ;paragraph, was rejected by a roll...call vote 

of 21 to 21 with 34 abstentions, as follows: 

In favour: Chile, Guatemala • 

.Against: Australia, Belgium, :Bolivia, Costa Rica, Denmark, Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, Israel, 
Lu.Xembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Union of South Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, Uruguay. 

Abstaining: Afghanistan, Argentina, Brazil, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Canada, China, Colombia, Cuba, 
Czechoslovakia, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, 'Iran, Iraq. 
Lebanon, Liberia, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Syria, Tl::\ailand1 
Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, United States of America, Venezuela, 
Yemen, Yugoslavia .• 

As a resul_t o:(' these decisions, no resolution was adopt,ed •. 

9. At the 546th meeting, India submi:tted an amendment (A/C.l/L.lO) to the 

eleven-Power draft resolution (A/C.l/L.8) 1 (a) deleting the fourth paragraph, 

which provided that the General Assembly should express its confidence that, in 

pursuance of its proclaimed policies, the Government of France would endeavour to 

further the effective development of the free institutions o~ the Tunisian people, 

in conformity with the Purposes and Principles of the Charter; and (b) adding a 

new paragraph requesting the President of the General Assembly to keep under 
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observation the progress of the negotiations, and to give, in his itiscretion, 

such assistance as might be necessary or useful. 

10. At the sa:me meeting, the Com:mittee proceeded to vote paragraph by paragraph 

on the thirteen-Power craft resolution (A/C.l/736), with the following results: 

The first and second paragraphs were adopted by 29 votes to 9, with 18 

fj.bstentions. 

The third paragraph was adopted by 36 votes to 6, with 15 abstentions. 

The fourth paragraph was rejected by 29 votes to 24, ;1ith 6 abstentions. 

The fifth paragraph was adopted by 28 votes to 16, with 14 abstentions. 

The sixth paragraph was rejected by 27 votes to 26, with 4 abstentions. 

The seventh paragraph was rejected by a roll-call vote of 28 to 25, with 

5 abstentions, as follows: 

In favour: 

Against: 

Afghanistan, Burma, Byelorussi\"ll Soviet Socialist .Republic, 
China, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Guatemala, India, 
Inoonesia, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Polano, Sau~i Arabia, Syria, Thailanil, 
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, Yemen, Yugoslavia. 

Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canaila, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Haiti, Honiluras, 
Iceland, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealano, Nicaragua, 
Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Sweden, Turkey, Union of South Africa, 
United Kinga_om of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela. · 

Abstaining: Argentina, Bolivia, Greece, Israel, Panama. 

The eighth, ninth, tenth and eleventh paragraphs were rejected by 31 votes 

tq 23 1 with 4 abstentions. 

The twelfth paragraph ;~as rejected_ by a roll-call vote of 26 to 25, with 

7 !i;bstentions, as follows: 

In favour: 

Against: 

Afghanistan, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
China, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Guatemala, II:dia, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexic·o, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Polana., Saud 1 Arabia, Syria, Thailano, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic;- ; Union of Soviet Socialist P.epublics 1 

Yeuen, Yugoslavia. 

Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Honiluras, Icelan<1, 
Israel, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nonray, 
Paraguay, Peru, Swell en, Union of South Africa, Unite<l Kingilom 
of Great Britain ana Northern Ire lana, Uni tei' States of America, 
Urue;uay, Venezuela. · 
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Abstaining: Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Greece, Haiti, Panama, Turkey. 

The draft resolution as a whole was rejected by a roll-call vote of 27 to 24 

with 7 abstentions, as follm~s: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
China, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Guatemala, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, Pakistan, Philippine!il, 
Poland, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Thailand, Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Yeman. 
Yugoslavia. 

Against: Australia, BelgiUJ!l, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Honduras, Iceland, Isr,aeL, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Ne'ir Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Sweden, Turkey, Union of South Africa, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United 
States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

Abstaining: Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Cuba, Greece, Haiti, Mexico. 

11. At the same meeting, the Committee proceeded to vote paragraph by paragraph 

on the eleven-Pmzer draft resolution (A/C.l/L.8) and the Indian amendment 

(A/C.l/L.lO), with the following results: 

The first paragraph was adopted by 50 votes to 3, with 4 abstentions. 

The second paragraph -was adopted by 51 votes to 3, with 4 abstentions. 

The third paragraph -was adopted by 52 votes to 3, with 3 abstentions. 

The Indian amendmant, dele~ting the fourth paragraph, was rejected by a roll-!­

call vote of 31 to 21, with 6 abstentions, as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Iran, Irafl., 
Lebanon, Liberia, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Saudi Arabi~, 
Syria, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, Yemen, Yugoslavia. 

Against: Australia, BelgiUJ!l, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Chins, Colombia, 'pasta 
Rica, Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Greece, HS.iti, 
Honduras, Iceland, Israel, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Nonmy, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Sweden, Turkey, Union 
of South Africa, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela.· 

Abstaining: Argentina, Bolivia, Ethiopia, MeXico, Thailand, United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

The fourth paragraph was adopted by 28 votes to 19, with ll abstentions. 

The fifth paragraph "Was adopted by 42 votes to 5, >rith ll abstentions. 

The sixth paragraph was adopted by 46 votes to 3, with 9 abstentions. 

The Indian amendment, providing for the addition of a new paragraph, was 

rejected by a roll-call vote of 31 to 20, <rith 7 abstentions, as follo<rs: 
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In favour: Afghanistan, Bolivia, Burma, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, Guatemala, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Liberia, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Thailand, Yemen, Yugoslavia. 

Against: Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Greece, Haiti, Honduras, 
Iceland, Israel, Luxembourg, lfJexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Nonray, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, ::;weden, Turkey, Union 
of South Africa, United I<ingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, United States of Amarica, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

Abstaining: Argentina, Byelorussian Sovie~ Socialist Republic, Chile, 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

,The draft resolution as a whole ws adopted by a roll-call vote of 45 to 3, 
with ·1.10 abstentions, as follows: 

In favour: Afghanistan, Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, Canada, Chile, China, 
Colombia, Costa Rica; Cuba, Denmark, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Greece, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, Liberia, !cJexico, 
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, 
Peru, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Syria, Thailand, 
Turkey, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Ye.men, 
Yugoslavia. 

Against: Belgium, Luxembourg, Union of South Africa. 

Abstaining: Argentina, Australia, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Czechoslovakia, Guatemala, ·Netherlands, Poland, Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

1>: ~ The First Committee 

adqption of the follo>~ng 

therefore reconmends to the General Assembly the 

resolution: 

THE TUNISIAN QUESTION 

The General Assembly, 

Having debated the question proposed by thirteen Member States in 

documant A/2152.;. 

Nindful of the necessity of developing friendly reiations among nations 

based.cn respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of 

peoples, 

Considering that the United Nations, as a centre for harmonizing the 

actions of nations in the attainment of their common ends under the Charter, 

should strive to-wards removing any causes and factors of misunderstanding 

aoong Member States, thus reasserting the general principles of co-operation 

in the maintenance of international peace and security, 
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l. Expresses its confidence that, in pursuance of its proclaimed 

policies, the Gover:nment of France will endeavour to further the effective 

development of the free inStitutions of the Tunisian people,. in conformity 

with the Purposes. and Principles of the Charter; 

2. ' Expresses the hope that the parties will continue negotiations 

on an urgent basis with a view to bringing about self-government for 

Tunisians in the light of the relevant provisions of the Charter of the 

United Nations; 

3. Appeals to the parties concerned to conduct their relations a:da 
settle their disputes in accordance with the spirit of the Charter and 

to refrain from. any acta or measures likely to aggravate the present 

tension. 




