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1. · Pursuant to rule 152 of the rules- of ;pl'ocedure of the Gellera.l Assembly, 

the Fifth Co!lllllittee, at its 367th meeting held onl December 1952, considered 

the fil.lancia.l implications of p3.ragra.ph 47 of the memorandum presented by the 

Secretary-General on the item "Ueasures to limit the duration of re@lla.r 

sessions of the Geueral Assetnbly" (A/22o6), 

2, In paragraph 4"(. of his meworandum, the Secretary-General had proposed: 

(a) that arra.ngelilElnts should be nade for the simulfuneous meeting of five 

Main Co!lilldtteee of the General Assembly; and {b) :bna.t the number of 

representatives or alternate reiJl'esenta.t.ives of each Member Sta~ whose · 

travel expenses are reimbUl·sed by the United Na. tiona in accordance with 

resolution 14 D (I) of 13 Febrna.t•y 19~-6 should be increased from five to 

seven~ 

3. The Fifth Committee .hs.d before it a statement of financial implications 

of these two proposals prepared by the Secretary-General (A/C .5/514) and a 

report on the Secz>etaz",Y-Genez"al's siaterrent by the Advisory Co!lilldttee on 

Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/2269). 

4, It was estilllated by the Secret..a.ry-General ths.t adoption of the two 

proposals in question would require the provision of additional funds under 

section l of the budget in the naxiriUill alilOunt of $69,700 on the basis of a 
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session of ni:ca·weeks, or of' $41,000 on the basis of' an eight-reek s'ession. 

The Secl'Sts.ry...Qenera.l pointed out however that, against these 'tncreased 

costs in sec-bion,l, the situation in other sections of the bud,get would be 

improved, in addition to 'I'Thich savings would, nd doubt, accrue to Me!libar 

States as a result of their having to maintain their Ge:caral A.ase!Dbly delega.tionj3 
in New York for a shorter period. · ., ·. i 

5· The view ~Tas expressed by the Advisor,y Colllllll.ttee that the finaru:ial 

impllcations,.of,paragra:ph 47 of the ~lllOrimdum,(A/2206) :Pad been reasonably . ' 

estilw.ted by the Secretar,y-Ge:caral subject, however, to the folloWing 

reserva~Olilll. 

(i)- It considered tnat, wh:l.le a precise estimate could not be mde, an 

over-all econoiDy would ori balance result from a session two weeks shorter, 

that is to say, of eight weeks duration; ' 

(ii) It considered fUrther that no expenclitUre for adclitiQM-1 staff' or 

fC!f!! the_ -conversion o1' existing acoom:nodation should be contemplated unless an" 

until e:ld.sting .facilities -had been used ~ full cia:Pil.city, and that any 

enle.rgemmt. of such- faoili ties ana services ;eoulil · use:l'ully be uha6rtaimn 

only if linked to a. d6finite objective in the f'ol"'ll of ~ t.arget date for .th6 

closing' of' tl:ie session at Which the General Assembl:jy" would aim each year: I 

was sugg6sted that, to tl:iis 6~ 1 the possibility of cdnven:tng certain ~in. 
Colllllll..tt6es 'IIi th heavy aget!das. in advance of other colnmittees Within ths period 

of the session sh~uld not be ovorlo:Jked in the interests '.of th6 a'oonomic 

utilizatiOn of };l6rBon:cal and services; 

(iii) Finally, th6 View was expressed that,· should the Geneml Assembly 

d6cide to fnCrea:se th6 nlllllber of delegation n:embers in respect 'of' Whom travel 
' ' 

reii!Iburs6:rr:ent is to b6 ma.iie, consideration might be 'given to liud ting such· 

increases to one additional member, with a consequent reduction of'$37,200 
. . ' . 

in the eetirete.. ·In· this event, and on the basis of an eighto~Week session 

involving: the provi~i'on of 'a.dd;t tional confe~nee 'fa~ili ties, the :caoessar,y 

budget expeniiiture would rS'mii1. vfi.tually,. unchanged; expenses for representation 

would, howe-ver, probably show a,'sighlficant reduction: 



6. The Fifth Colllllli ttee accordingly decided 1 by 37 votes to none 1 with 3 

abstentions, to i!lform the General Assembly that, subJect to the reservations 

indicated above, adoption of the ~oposa.ls contained in pu"agra.ph 47 of the 

Secretary-General's memorandum (A/2206) would involve the provision .of 

a.ddi tiona.l funds under section l of the ·budget in a total ma.xi1Illll1l. a.1110unt of 

$69,700 for a General Assembly session o:t' nine weeks, or of $41 1000 for a session 
of eight weeks, 

----.. 
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