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CABLEGRAM DA!rED }1-MARcif rf95' AJ)DRESSBD TO THE PRESimlT 
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY THE PREMIER OF THE GOVEI!NMEN'l 

.ADMINISTRATION COUNCIL JlND MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF TBE CENTRAL PEOPLE'S GOVERNM!l:NT OF ~ PEOPLE 1 S 

BEPUBLIC OF C!:WIA 

; f/L:{. • ~ 

1;'ek:l.ng1 3:t-Ma~ 1953 

ENCLOSED HEREWITH THE FULL TEXT OF MX S'l'A~ ON TEE QUESTION OF THE 
' . 

KOREAN ARMISTICE NEGOTIATIONS ISSUED ON ~ MARCH 195'• PLEASE DISTRIBUTE THE 

FULL TEXT OF THIS STATEMENT TO ALL THE DELEGATIONS OF THE MEMBER STATES OF 

THE UNITED NATIONS.t EXCEPT THE SO-CALLED "DELElMTION" OF THE REMlVANT CHINESE 

KUOM!NT.ANG CLIQUE • CHOU EN LAI 1 l'RE!-liER OF TBE GOVERNMI!lNT ADMINISTRATION 

COUNCIL JlND MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE CENTRAL PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT OF 

THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA • 

. STATEI-1ENT OF CHOU EN LAI 1 PREMIER OF THE GOwmoo:NT 
AIJMINISTRATION COUNCIL AND MINISTER FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS OF THE ~PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT OF THE 
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA oN THE QUESTION OF THE 

KOREAN ARMISTICE NEGOTIATIONS 

THE CENTRAL PEOPLE'S GOVEm!MENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPtmLIC OF CHINA AND THE 

GOVE!lNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KORE.A1 HAVING JOmLY STIJDIEP 

THE PROPOSAL PUT FORI-lARD BY ~ MARK W • CLARK1 COMMANDER IN . CHIEF OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS COMMAND, ON 22 FEBRUARY 19531 CONCEBNING THE EXCHANGE OF SICK 

AND INJURED PRISONERS OF WAR OF BOTH SIDES DUlUNG THE PERIOD OF HOSTll.ITIES 1 Am: 

OF THE COMMON OPINION THAT IT IS ENTIRELY POSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE A REASONABLE 

SETTLEMENT OF THIS QUESTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISION OF ARTictE 109 OF 

THE GENEVA CONVENTION OF 1949. A REASONABLE SETTI.E:MENT OF THE QUESTION OF 

EXCHANGING SICK AND INJW'!ED PRISONERS OF WAR HAS CLEAELY A VERY SIGNIFICANT 

BEARING UPON THE SMOOTH SETTLEMENT OF THE ENTIRE QUESTioN OF PRISONERS OF WAR. 

IT IS THEREFORE OUR VIEW THAT THE T;rMlil Sl!:OULD BE CONS:J':JJERED RIPE FOR SETTLING 

THE ENTIRE QUESTION OF PRISONERS OF WAR IN ORDER TO ENSURE Tm: CESSATION OF 
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JIOS'l'ILITIES IN KOREA AND TO CONCLUDE THE. ~CE AGREEMENT. 

THE GOVERN)I!ENT .OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF 

THE DEMoCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA HOI:,D IN COMMON THAT THE DELEGATES 

OF THE KOREAN. PEOPLE'S ARMY. AND THE mtnlESE l?EOPLE1S VOLUNTE:E\RS TO :mE ARMISTICE 

NEGOT!Pa'IONS AND TL.,! iJ..:.Ud::.uB vi!' ·~R.t: Uii:I~D u,c,:;:r0!;.3 COI~-1.HD TO THE ARMISTICE 

NEMI.ATIONS SHOULD IMMED:tATJn.'l STARr NEGO'liMIONS ON THE QUESTION OF EXCHANGING ·• _,_ . . . r 

SICK AND INJURED PRISONEliS OF WAR DUR!tNG - l'll:RIOD 01 llOST!LlTIES. MID SliOULD 

·~OCEED TO SEll:K AN OVERALL. SEm~lENT OF Tl:!E QUESTION OF ~ISONERS OF WAR, .. 
THE KOREAN ARMISTICE NEGOTIATIONS m THE PAST ONE YEAR AND MORE HAVE 

ALREADY LAID THE FOUN~ION FOR M IDW.I~~OJil OF AN ARMISTICE IN KOREA. IN 

THE COURSE OF THE NEGOTIA;e!ONS 1¥£ KAESot1G .1\WD :l1.ANMUNJOM, THE DELEGATES OF BOTH 

SIDES HAVE REACHED AGREEMEl';T ON AiL QUl!lSTIOOS, EXCEPT THAT OF PRISONERS OF WAR, 

IN THE FIRST PLACE, ON THE QUESTION OF A ~-FIRE IN KOREA, ABOUT l<HICH TEE 

WHOLE WOllLD IS CONCERNED, BOTH SIDES HAVE ALREADY AGREED THAT "THE COMMANDERS 

OF THE OPPOSING SIDES SHALL ORDER AND ENFORCE A CO~ CESSATION OF ALL 

HOS'l'ILITIES IN KOREA BY ALL ·ARMED· FORCES UNDER THEm CONTROL 1 . INCLUDmG ALL 

UNITS AND PERSONNEL OF THE GROUND1 NAVAL 1 AND AIR FORCES 1 EFFECTIVE TWELVE HOURS 

.AFTER THIS ARMIS',l'ICE: AGREEMENT IS SIGNED" . (PARAGRAPJi l2 OF THE DRAFT KOREAN 

ARMISTICE AG~~) ~ SECONm.Y 1 . BOTH. SIDES. HAVE FllRTHER REACHED AGREEMEll!l' ON 

THE VARIOUS IMPORTANT CONDITIONS FOR M ARMISTICE.. ON THE QUESTION OF FIXING ,A 

MILITARY DEMARcATION LINE JUii'D ESTJ\BLISHmG A DEMILITARIZED ZONE 1 BOTH SIDES HAVE 

ALREADY AGREED THAT. THE ACTUAL LINE OF. CQNTACT BETWEEN BO'J!H . SIDES AT THE TIME 

wirn:N THE ARMISTICE AG!lEE1!15NT l3ECci"<IE;S EFFECTIVE SHALL BE MADE THE ~!ILITARY 
1lEMARCATION !,mE .AND .THAT. 11l!OTli SIDES SHALL WITHDRAW !WO KILO~. FROM ~S 

LlMl SO AS TO ESTI!l3LIS1I A DEMILITAEIZED ZONE BETWEEN THE OPl?OS:rNG FORCES • •• AS A 

BUFFER ZONE TO Pm!VENT 'l'J'[E OCCURBEl!CE OF INC!DENTS WHICH MIGH'l' LEAD TO A 

RESUMPTION OF HOSTILITIES'' (PARAGRAPH l OF THE DRAFT .ARMISTICE AGREEMENT). ON 

THE QUESTION OF SUPERVISING THE n~TION OF THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT JUii'D 

SETTLING VIOI.AnONS OF THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT, BOTH SIDES nAVE ~y AGREED 

THAT A MILITARY ABM!STICE COMMISSION 1 COMPOSED OF FIVE SENIOR OFFICERS APPOINTED 

JOINTLY BY THE SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE KORE!W PmOPLE 1S ARMY AND. THE COMMANDER 

OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE'S VOLUNTEERS, .AND FIVE .SENIOR OFFICERS APPOINTED BY THE . ' ' . . . 

'}j A/22281 AnnE;X A 



COJ-l1c!ANDER IN -CHIEF OF T".<ill UJITIT!ID NATIONS CO!atWID 1 SW\.LL BE SET UP TO BE 

RESPONSIBLI;; FOR TIIEJ Stll:':EEVISIOU OF TjlE ll<JP~.1EJ'IT.A.':CION OF TEE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT 1 

INCLUDING THE SUPERVISION AND DIRECTION OF TjlE COlJMITTEE FOR REPATRIATION OF 

PRISONERS OF .WAR1 1\11)) FOR SYl'TLIIIG T";o.'"ROUCU tillGOTL'\.TIONS AN'!' VIOLATIOUS OF· THE . . . 
ARHISTICE AGPJllEtiENT (!'ARIWf~\ffi.S 191 201 .~4; 25 and· 5o Oll m;;;'DP.1\FT ARMISTICE 

AGHEID.1EJ'!T); . BOTH SIDES HA'rn ALSO MREED THAT A Uli.'U'l'PAL ~!ATIOHS SUPERVISORY 

CO!:"ll-1ISSION SHALL BE SBT UP CO~li'OS!ID OF TriO SENIOR CJ.FFICEP.S A.l?POU!TED N3 

REPRESEN'T'..ATIVES BY POL.-'\liD MID CZ"l:C)IOST"O"It.lCIA1 NEU':::'EA1 NA~:OI•73 NOlmi."iTED JOINTLY 

BY THE SUPREHE: ·aOMiiA.l'ill~ OF THE KORF..IIN PEOPLE'S ABMY AND TITE COl-:'MA."'DER OF THE· 

CHINESE P'.':OPLE 18 VOLUNTlilERS, .o\l'ID TUO SENIOR O!.""o'FICJmS APPOll'lTED AS REPRESENTATIVES 

BY S>IEDEN_ AIJ:? SHITZERJ4UID1 ~-U. NATIQ!rs ~Wl>WTATED BY THE COMMANDER :m CHIEF 

OF THE IDTITED NATIONS. GO!-U-i'UID 1 A:iJD ~\T UUDER "THIS COMMISSION THERE SHALL liE 

PRoVIDED .·llEUTRAL NATIONS IN3PEGTION TlW!S .COMPOSED. OF OFFICEP.S APPOINTED AS - . 
MEl®ETIS TO THE TF;A!I.lS BY TEE f\ll'ORE!o!ENTION"'"l'i!l NATimTS , . THESE lll"SPECTION TEAMS SHALL 

BE STATIONED AT THE FOLLOWlliG POR':CS OF ENTRY :nr NORTH KOREA: SnruiJU1 CHONGJIN, 
•, . . . 

HUNGNAM, MANP01 SD;A.~JU1 AIID AT TEE FOLLOWJ;NG PORTS OF ENTRY IN SOUTH KOREA:. . ' 

lllCHON, TAEQV1 PUSAN1 IWlGI'lUNG A!ID KtJUSllN, TO SUPERVIS:D: AND U!SPECT TEE 

IMPLEME:NTATION OF THE pROVISIONS TR.O.T BarR SIDES CEA.SE· TEE INTRODUCTION INTO KOREA 

OF REINFORCD'IG MILITAR~ PERSOIIN~ ~"D CO~:!BAT AIRCR~1 A.'!HOuro:D VERICLES1 WEAPONS 

llND Al-ll<liJNITION (EXCEPT FOR ROTATION A."® REPLA.CEMElNT AS PERMITTED Bl TID:SE . 

PROVISIONS) 1 AND MAY CONDUCT SPECIAL OBSJ!:RVATIONS ~ID lllSPECTIONS AT THOSE PLACES 

OUTSIDE TliE Dl!Th!ILITAR!ZEP ZON3 'il'HERE VIOLATIONS OF TllE ARMISTICE AGREEME:NT EAVE· · · 

BEEN REPORTED T() HAVE OCCURJ:lED1 SO AS TO ENSURE THZ STABILITY OF TEE MJ:LITARY 

AID1ISTIC.S (PAW\.~dS ;6, :571 401 lf11 42 !Uld 4; OF TIL:: DRI\FT ARM!STICE AGREEMENT):' . . 
IN ADDITION, BOTIJ: .. SIDES f!AVE REActlED AGREEMENT 'l'HAT "THE MILITARY COHtWIDERS OF' 

BOTH SIDES HEf1EJ3Y RECOMt'lEND TO TE:; GOVERNMENTS OF THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED ON BOTH 

SIDES THAT1 WITHnl THREE MONTIIS t.Jl''l'MH TllE AID4ISTICE AGREEMENT IS SIGNED ANP 

BECOMES EFFECT:p!E1 A l'OLITICAL CONF::mill!CE OF A !UGHEl:l.LEVEL OF BOTH SIDES BE IJELll 

BY REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED RESPECTIVELY TO SETTLE TllROUG:H NEGOTIATIONS THE 

QUESTIONS OF TliE ifiTliDI!A\IAL OF ALL FOP.EI~N FORCES FROM KOID;A1 THE PEACEFUL 

SETTLEJI.lENT. OF THE KOREAN Q,tTESTIC!l1 ETC" (PARAGRI\PH 6o OF THE DRAFT AID.liSTICE 

AGREE!OO!T). 

AS STATED ABOVE, IN TllE COURSE OF THE KOREAN AR!USTICE NEGOTIATIONS,. mill 

QUESTION ALONE • TilE QUESTION OF PRISONERS OF WAR • . BLOCKS THE REALIZATION OF AN 
ARMISTICE IN KOREA. AND EVml 'iliTH RESPECT TO THE Q,TJESTION OF PRISOlm:RS OF 1fAR1 

BOTH SIDES HAVE REACHIID AGREEMENT ON ALL THE PROVISIONS IN THE DRAFT ARMISTICE 

AGREEMENT ON TliE ARRANGE!o!ENTS RELATING TO PaiSONERS OF WAR, EXCEPT ON THE QUESTION 
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OF THE: REPATRilcTION OF PRISONERS OF \·IAR. HAD THE KORE.IIN ARJ.USTICE NEGOTIATIONS 

HOT BEEN INTERRUPTED FOR l>!ORE THAl'l FI~ lffil'ITHS, A SOLUTION MIGHT LONG SI!iCE HAVE 

BEEN FOUND TO THIS ISSUE OF THE HEPiiTRIATIOl.ll OF PRISONZRS OF \·TAR. 

N0\11 IN.A3MlTCH AS THE UNITED NATIO!M COI'!WIND HAS PROPOSED TO SETTLIE, IN 

ACCORDANCE \'liTH ARTICLE 109 OF THE GE!~VA CONVENTIOJ:! 1 THE QUESTION OF EXCHilNGING 

SICK AND INJURED PRISONERS OF WAR D'JHIWG Th'Z PERIOD 01!' E:OSTILITIES 1 WE CONSIDER 

THAT SUBSEQUENT UPON TEE llRASONABLE SE'PJ:IE!,lENT OF Tlill. QUSST!ON OF SICK AND 

INJURED PRISONERS OF WAR, IT IS fu1TIRELY A MATTBR OF. COUR8E THAT A SMOOTH 

·SOLUTION TO 'l'HE WHOLE QUESTION OF PRISONERS OF -v;AR SHOULD BE ACHIEVED, PROVIDED 
. . . 

THAT BOTH SIDES AM PROMPTED BY FSJ'j'., SINCERITY TO BRniG ABOUT AN ARJ.nSTICE IN 

KOREA IN THE SPIRIT OF /.!UTUJ\L COMP~'011IS8. 
REGARDING THE QUESTION C'F PRI.SO!'ERS OF WAR,. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE t S 

REPOBLIC OF CHINA AND Tru GOVERN~Ull1 0'£ M )jZ!.!QCRATIC PEOPLE 1 S RI!.'PUBLIC OF KOREA 

HAVE ALWAYS HELD AND CON'riJ.';iJE TO HOJ..p ':':PNl'. A R!Y..SOWI\BLE SOLUTION· CAN ONLY LIE IN 

THE RELEP.SE AND llE~'ATRiit"i~N OF \·IAR P.!UJONlillS WITHOlJ'li DELAY .AF1'EE THE CESSLTION 

OF H,18HT-1TTES IN ACCOf~IC.2 \iiTH THE STIPULATIONS OF THE: 1949 GENEVA CONVENTION, 

P.A't'I'IC'JI '.C:c::· THOSE OF J'.R:J:ICLE 118 OF THE CONV'OOION. HOWJ;"'VER, IN VIE".l OF THE FACT 

THNI THE Dl.:!'FERENCES BET';/EEN THE '.1."1'10 SIDES ON THIS QUESTION NOW CONSTITUTE THE 

ONLY OBSTACLE TO THE REALI~ON OF AN ARMISTICE IN KOREA, AND IN ORDER TO SA!j.'ISFY 

THE DESIRE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE ~IORLD FOR PEACE, THE GOVE.RtMm'T OF THE PEOPLE'& 

REPUBLIC OF CHINA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPOBLIC OF KOREA, 

;rN POR&'UANCE OF THEIR CONSISTENTLY Ml\lNTAnlED PEACE POLICY AND THEIR POSITION OF 

CONSISTENTLY ~lORKING FOR THE SPEEDY REALIZATION OF AN .4RM!STICE IN KOREA AND 

STRIVING FOR A PEACEFUL SETTJ'..EMEN'l' OF THE KOJ.iJYJ.I! QUESTION THUS TO PRESERVE AND 

CONSOLIDATE . WORLD P~CE, ARE PREPARED TO TAKE STEPS TO ELDU:.\'if.ATE THE DIFFERENCES 

ON THIS QUESTION SO AS TO BRING P.BOUT AN ARNISTICE IN KOREA. TO THIS END, THE 

GOVERNMENT OF THE PJ!:OPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA ft.ND THE GOVER1~1ENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC 

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA PROPOSE THAT BOTH PARTIES TO THE NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD 

UNDERTAKE TO REPATRIATE IHMEDIATELY AFTER Tl1E CESSA'l'ION OF HOSTILITIES ALL THOSE 

PRISOl'IERS OF WAR IN THEIR CUSTODY: lV.HO INSisT UPON REPATRIATION AND TO HAND OVER 

THE REMAINING PRISONJSRS OF WAR TO A NEUTRAL STATE SO ilS TO·ENSURE A JUST SOLUTION 

TO THE QUESTION OF 'mEIR REPATRIATION. 

IT .!i!UST IlE POINTED OUT THAT IN ADVANCING THIS PROPOBAL, WE BY NO l~TS 

RELINQUlSH THE: PRINCIPLE OF RELEASE AND REPJI'l'RIATION OF lil.R PRISONERS WITHOUT 

DELAY AFTER THE C~SJI'l'ION OF HOSTILIT:tl!:S SET FORTH IN ARTICLE 118 OF THE GENEVA 

CONVENTION, NOR DO HE ACKNOe;LEDGE THE ASSERTION OF THE UNITED NJI'l'IONS COMMAND THAT 
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THEBE ARE AMONG THE PRISONERS OF ti.AR INDIVIDUALS WHO ALLEGEDLY REFUSE 

REPATRIATION. IT IS ONLY BECJI.USE THE TEru!INATION OF THE BlOODY WAR IN KOREA 

AND THE PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT_ Oii' TBE KOREAN QUESTION IS BOUND Ul? lrrTH THE 

QUESTION OF- THE: PEACE AND SECUR:rl'Y OF THE PEOPLE OF THE FAR EAST 1\ND THE 

toiORLD THAT J.TE TAKE TEIS NEW STEP AND PROPOSE 'l'HAT .1\FT!!:R THE CESSATION OF 
< 

HOSTILITIES, THOSE CAPTUlilED PERSO:NNEL OF OUR SIDE HliO, UNDER THE INTIMIDATION 

AND OPPRESSION OF THE OPPOSITE SIDE, A..'lE FILLED WITH A-."PRERENSIONS AND ARE 

AFRAID TO RETURN HOME, BE IrulDED_ Ovml TO NEUTP~U. STA'l\8 AliD THAT EXPLANATIONS 

BE GIVEN TBEM BY TBE SIDE CONCEP.NED, T'J.US ENSURING THAT THE QUESTimr OF THEm 

REPATRIATION WILL BE JUSTLY SETTLED J.ND lllLL NOT OBSTRUCT THE REALIZA"TION OF AN 

ARMISTICE IN KOREA. 

vTE ARE CONVDYCED THAT 'l'HIS NEW STEP TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S 

REPUBLIC OF KOBEA FOR TERM!Ni\TING THE HOSTll,I'l'IES IN KOREA IS IN COMPLETE 

ACCORD tnTH THE VlTAL INT!!]RESTS OF THE PEOPLES WHOSE SONS ARE FIG.HTING ON :BOTH , 

SIDES IN KOREA AND IS ALSO IN COMPk.~cl ACCORD WI'l'H THE FUNIMJJENTAL INTERESTS 

OF THE PEOPLE OF THE viHOLE worLD. IF THE iJNITED NATIONS COWIAND HAS THE GOOD 

FAITH TO SEEK PEACE, THIS PROPOSAL OF OUR SIDE OUGlfr TO BE ACCEP'I!l!:D BY I'l'. 

PEKING, 30 M!\ECH' 195:5. 
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