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HE QUESTION OF MOROCCO

Note bjﬁtﬁé President

" 'The Presifdent of the’ General Acsem 1y has the honour to transmit to the
- Metbers”’ of the General Assembxy a copy of & Tetter dated 16 March 1953, _
ﬁcgether with en accomnanying mamorandum, which be has received from the'
Delégations of ﬂlghnnistan. Burma, Egypt Indis, Indonesia, Iran, Irag,
Léhanon, Liberia, Paklstan, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Syria end Yemen,
© At the request of tkrsn UeLegwtioas, the Tetter ‘and the accompanying -
memorandwn hive bsen 0e»azred by the Prosident to the Minister of Foreign
Affeirs of France, for the conside:ation of his Government.
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Letter dated 16 March 1953 from the Delegatioms of
Afghenistan, Burma, Egypt, india, indonesis, Iran, Irag, lebanon, Liberis,
Pakisten, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Syria and Yemen, addressed to the

- President of the Gemeral Assembly

New York, 16 March 1953

Qur deep concern over the dangerous situgtion prevailing in Morceco bhad
impelled us to bring this matter again before the General Asgembly in the firet
part of its present session. The Assembly recognized the gravity of the
eituation by paesing recolution 612 (VII), vhich appealed “to the parties to
conduct their relations in an atmosphére of goodwill, mutusl confidence and
regpect and to settle thelr disputes in eccordence with the epirit of the
Charter, thus refraining from any scts or messures likely to aggravate the
present tension”, and,expressea the confidence that “"the Government of France
will endeavour to further the fundamental liberties of the'péople of'Mbrgcco,
in conformity with the Purposes and Principles of the Charter", and hoped "the
‘parties will continue negotiations op an urgent basls towards developing the
free political institutions of the people of Morocco, with due regard to
legitimate rights and interests under the established norms and practices of the
lew of nations",

We are now obliged to draw your attention to the repressive wessures which
we believe continue to be taken by the French authorities in an iptensified
menner against the spirit of the Charter and the above resclution,

By its refusal to resume genuine negotiations and its attempts to compel
the‘Mbroccans to accept inequitable proposélﬂ under duress, and by intengifying

its repressive measures, the French Government is proceeding sgeinst the spirit
of the Charter and thus Inevitably aggravéting the existing tension.

We therefore request you, Sir, to plmee the facts mentioned in the
attached memorandum baséd on the begt availsble ipformation before the
Government of France and urge it to take the prompt end 1iberal measures requiret
by the situation existing in Morocco and the trust reposed in Frence by the
General Aesembly, and in particular to bring about the early restoration of
civil liberties end the release of politiesl priscners.
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It is to be hoped that speedy action to remedy the situmtion will be taker
in view of the feets above mentioned, thereby relieving us of the necessity
of referring the Moroccen question again to the appropriate body of the
United Hatiens. L
We ghell be grateful 1T the text of this letter and the attached memorand
is cireulated as a United Natlons document. ’

{Signed)

Mohanmed Kebir LUDIN
Chairman, Delegation of

Afghanisten to the General Acsembly

U KYIN
Chalrmen, Delezation of Burme
to the General Assembly

Ahmed Galal Fldine ABLELRAZEK
Chalrman, Delegstlon of Egypt
to the Genersl Asgembly

ViJaya Lakehmi PANDIT
Cheirmen, Delegatlon of Indie

"to the General Assembly

- L« N. PALAR

Chairmen, Delegdtion of Indanesia
to the General Assembly

Nazrolleh ENTEFAM
Cheirmen, Delegation of Iren
to the General Assenbly

Abdulleh BAKR .
Acting Chairmén, Delegation of

Iraqg to the General Acsewbly .

Karim AZXOUL - -
Acting Chairman, Delegation of
Lebanon, to the General Assembly

- Henry F, COOPER

Chairman, Delegation of Liberis

.. to the Genersl Assembly
 Ahmed BOKHARI

Chalrman, Delegation of Pakiste
to the General Assembly

Carlos P. ROMULO -
Chairman, Delegation of the
Philippines to the (eneral
Asegembly

Faisal AL-SAUD
Cheirman, Delsgation of Ssudi
Arabla to the Gene;al Assenbly

Far:d ZEINEDDINE
Cheirman, Delegation of Syria
1o the General Assembly

Saif Al Islem ABDULLAH
Chairman, Delegation of Yemen
to the General Asgembly
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Memorandim *
‘" % The unchangedattitude of the Fremch Goverament ic evident from the

statement made by the French Resident-General in Morocco, Geherel Augﬂetin
Guillsumé, of 7 February 1953, when he ‘statts "We recommend either the |
permanent use of force or renumcigtion of Mérocco®, and mede 1t ¢lear that he
wag determined to employ the firast altetrnative, cOnaequently, armed repressios
by French forces eontlnuee unabated. In the massdcre of Casablance which took
place in the middle of last December, it ia estimated by a group of French
Cetholic~inte11ectuels, Centre Catholique des Intellectuels Francais (ccIr),
in theiw report which was prepered by their Secretery~0enerel, M. Robert Barrat
after thorough investigaticn, thet the deeth toll wee betWGen one thousend and
twelve hundred. The wmewmbers of the- coIF- agitated for*a parliamentary
commission of - invesiigation, but Ceneral Gitillauke’ threatened the government
of M, Rend Mayer thet he would resign if the governmeﬁt egreed to send such a
commieeion. Hence, the repressive measures edopted by: the French Government
have been augmented -during the lact three months, that is, after the passing of |
the Generdal Aesembly resolution. The Tewolgrage Cbrétien d5ted 30 January 1957
_estimeted that durirg this pericd betveen ten to fifteen thousend persong heve
been arrested in Morocco, end mess errests continue to -be madé all over the

eountryy Considereng ‘the eity of Cassblanca alone, the number of Moroccans
arrested during the three months end subjected to  summary Justice in groups
emountedbfo'i Ohi.T .Nine hupdred and seventy Moroccans “including boys of ten
and twelve years", have been sentenced to-thres £ eighteen months imprisonment
without being given the opportunity of defending themselves. The extent to
which justice hms deliberstely been subverted is seen in the eﬁemple, by no
‘means unique, of geventy~three nationglists who have beeh taken into peliticel
custody charged with plotting against the security of the State, which carries
mejor penalties, and will be presented to a special military court within a few
daye. These include members of the Executive Committee of the Istiglal party,
editors of all the Istiglal newspapers, which have been completely suppreeeed
since 8 December 1952 (when the Moroccan question was about to be discussed in
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the United Netions) and members of trade unions., Among th%ééﬁa}éfeé%en persc
accused of killing a French vitizen, M. Ribes, ‘A French eyewitness, M. Guise
was quoted by M, Robert Barrat as certifying that M. Ribes, who was & civilien
whilst driving his car on the Mediouma Road, auddenly'brandished a revolver an
fired it into an unarmed Moroccan gathering emd in the seuffle that followed
received 2 lethal blow on his head. |

All those srrested are subject to primitive and barbarous methods of
torture, and a revealing cese, which is-typicsl, is mentioned in the January
issue of La Quinzsine, @ Catholic magazine published in Paris, which degeribes
. ™he picture of Majhoub Ben Seddig (the leader of Moroccan labour unions) when
arrested, and his picture when he was trensferred from police headquarters o t

prison, prove that he was savagely tortured, His face and hands vere complete
disfigured end it was @ifficult to establish any resemblance between the two
pletures", . - ’ ‘ ,

Prison eonditions sre sub-humen in the jails, militery ahd éoiﬁcexitration
‘camps, vhere political priscners arraigned’ as crindpals aré confined.

We consider even-more alarming the systematic undermining of the Sultan's
prerogatives by the French autheorities, with the intention of weakening the
Mbroccan Government, end the atiempt to transfer suthority held at present by t!
French Resident-General to the small minority of French colonists in order to
clothe this suthority with the semblance of Justice and to divert ecriticism fre
the undemocratic principles on which the present politileal inatitutions, such a:
they are, are based, Towards this end, prominent personalities who are member:
of the Sultan!s private council have been arrested. The French administration
Morocco is engineering dipaffection agalnst the Sulten in certain disloyal quart
in an effort to depose the Sultan and replace him with scmebody less devoted to
the cauge of his people. It 1s significant that although the Morocecan
nationalist partles were outlawed on 8 December, the French settlers, with their
status ¢f aliens in the country, are encouraged to maintein their own Fremch
politicel perties. A branch of the French Radical and Radicel-Socialist party’
in Morcceco held & meeting on 26 February and adopted s resolution recommending
the following principles to the French Government: (1) that executive power be



vested entirely in the Resident-General; (2) the legislative power be vested §
“ghe 1ocal rural and urban councils composed equally of French colonists electec
"4by universal auffrage, and 0f Moroccans elected in. two gtages, or preferably
nom:tnated by the Resident-(}eneral, {3) ‘that a ct;ntral government council be
' instituted with the same comnositiou a8 the urban councils, with the right to
‘deliberate 61t all q_ueations except matri:ers of securlty, military affairs and
foreign reletions, which would be left to the French Government; (U) the
- Mbroccan JUdicial syatem should he sbolished and 1ts prerogetives transferred
“to the French courts.

“on 2 February 1955, La Vigie Marocaine reported that‘M. René Mayer,
'Prime Minister of France, and Secretary-ceneral of the Redical and Radicel-
Botlalist party, gave his approval to the sbove resolutien., . Such a resolution
it implemented would in effect reduce Mbrocco from its present status to that
of a colony. The Bituation has heen aggravated by the decilsion of the
Resident-General, General Guillaume, to force the programme outlined sbove

“on the’ Sulﬁan regardleaa of consequencea. . :
Tt might be’ mentioned that the pesgports of Mbroccan nationalists who

‘Were present in New Ybrk during the deliberations. of the General Assemhly in

" Décember last were rescinded by the French Resident-Ceneral.in Rabat;.contrary

'"to the D@claration of Human Rights.
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