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In the course of the generaf debate in the plenary of the tventy-first session

of the General Assembly, certain highly ralsleading and at tines tendentious

affirmatlons have been made in connexlon with the policies of the Goverment of

Portugal in its overseas provinces in Africa. The Portuguese delegation vould ].lke

to reject and repudiate nost fornally these affirmations as devoid of truth, and

to stress once again that they are either prompted by a stubborn r'el-ucta]1ce to face

the reafities of fife in these territories or are rendeled necessary by the

agitational approach that has qualified the discussion of international problens

today.

In particular, the Portuguese delegatlon denies enxphatically that there is

any racial- discrinination practised in aJ.ry part of the Poltuguese natlon' including

the overseas provinces of Angola, l:lozembique end Portuguese Guineao or that there

is or has been any denial of human rlghts there. on the other hand, it shoufd be

stressed that these rights are better safeguarded for a1l ind.ividuals in the

Portuguese nation than in many other regions of the worldl our populations have

been self-determined for nany centuries past and have been sending theil accledited

representatives to the nany legisfative and administrative organs of government

vhether at the provincial or the national l-evel. Any statenent to the contrary j.6

entirely incorrect. likewise, it is slanderous to say that there is either

exploitation oL repression in the overseas provinces where there is onl-y a.n

increased endeavoul towards all-round pxogress and socio-economic betterment, a€

eloquentfy witnessed by al increasing mmber of unbiased foreign visj-tors cal-ling

in tho se territories.
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Lastly, once again, the Portuguese delegation is constralned to repudiate

and deny the altegation that there is any such alliance" as described by a mmber

of speakers durihg the general debate, ln southern Africa between Portuga-], South

Africa and Rhodesia. Portugal has always adhered to the principle of fruitful
co-operation vj-th aIl- contj.guous countries in mutual interest, and such co-operation

has been offered titrle and again by the Portuguese Gover.rrment to all other African
States. Regrettably these offers have in some cases been net by refusalo and those

that thus x€fused the benefits that night have resufted to then from such

colfaboration ca.nnot now justly turn around and- complain that others have thought

it \rise and statesmanly to accept uhat they too coufd have accepted, vith advantage.

f have the honour to request you, Sir, that this fetter be clrcu-l-ated as

a docurent of the General Assenbly.

(Sle4ea) Ant6nio PATFICIO




