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INSTAI,IATfON OI'MECHANICAI MEANS OF VOTING

Report of the Secretary-General-

1. By resolution ]-95? (XVIII) of l-2 Decernbe:f L961, tbe ceneral Assembly

authorized the Secretary-General to arrange for ths installation of mechanical-

voting equipnent in the General Assenbly HaLI on an experimental basis for
ar.l .1-.. arrrrf .rtt+ ^Ai.i r j^-nt -.^r_. -n - ^-.,-rrnl-,nrw nptrr-a 'n oi (- Of LWOw) 4 v) sP@rouurJ usvurr

conrnittee rooms so as to pernit the eventual- expansion of the system, rdthout
undue er:pense, if the experiment uas successfu.l-.

2. fn accordance with that authorization, a mechanical- systen vas installed in
the General Assembly Hal-I and certain preliminary work r^'as accomplished in t !,,o

main conmittee rooms foI a lossible expansion of the system. At its nineteenth
sesslon, the General_ Assembly had no opportr.mity of testing the experj-mental-

system. At the twentieth session, however, the system was tried. out and the
Secretary-General, on ]-6 lecerlber l-955, subnitted a report on the resul-ts of the
expeTinent.:/

t. At its f4OJth pl-enary neetlng, on 2l December L965, the Generat- Assembly

approved. the Secretary-General r s reconr0endation that the experimental use of the
mechanical voting system in the Assenbly Ha1I should be continued. for another year.
It also requested. the Secretary-General to report to the Assembly at lts twenty-
fitst sesslon on the experience gained during thg further experinental pet:icd

apd on the possible extension of the system to other conmittee roor0s.
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17. During the tuenty-first sessl-ln, the mechanlcal equ-lpment has been used

errtensively, nct lnl-y flr plenary meetings but al-sl, fn I Tttating basisj, for
ri,eetir--s r'tle l{ain Cr:::rittees. As in 1t65, tle prrvisl:ns af the rules rf
pr:cedute -elatin t) tie ,..eth rds ,f vJting have been strictly fbserved and the
vrtin. nf c'rjne xas used :lnly as a supplenentar). device designed tl assist the
dele3aiiins and the Secretariat. The use af the equipment during the sessiln has

^lnfir ed the ease )f lperatl.n, sleed and accuracy ff xechanicaf vrtinS.
' In tre light .-,f t'rese results, the Sec reta ry-Ge nera 1 vecl"rner.ds that tte

General Assembly shluld apprfve the use af the echanicaL v:ting system in the
General Asseubly HalI trn a permanent basis. The Se creta ry-Ge neral has already
made pl'rvis:Jn in sectlln 10, chapter II: rf the budget esti-ates frr ICsZ, in
an a L:r :'.t ,'$IO,OCC f)r such use, Thus, in the event that the General Asse:rbly
shtrulcl apprlve thl.s rectrirmend ati Jn, there v:uld, be n3 additiJnal flnancial
inplica'uitns flr 1957.

o. Il. cJnnevirn with tlre Ger_era I Assemblyts request that the Secreta l^y-Gene ra I
sirr-rn TerJrt :n tl-e p:ssiofe e:'tensirn rf the syste^ tr cther c)-r.1ittee rJf::ls, ..-
the Se cre'ca ry-Generaf recomnends lrhat a decision fn tbi6 matter shluld U" or"torn"a 
t: t- e tlrcrtl.-secind sessi )n.




