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LETTEI DATED 17 OC?O3ER T956 ADDRESSED TO TEE FRES]DENT OF T,HE
GENERAL ASSB4BLY 3Y THE PFfrMANENT REPRESE]IATIVE oF PORTLGAL TO

T'IIE UNITID NATIONS

rn the course of the general debate in the plenary of the twenty-first session
of the ceneraL AssembLy, certain hlghly misLeading and at times tendentious
affirmations have been made in connexion wrth the poricies of the Government of
PcrtugaL in its cverseas provinces ln Africa. The Portuguese deLegation i^rou Id llke
to reject and repudiate most formaLry these affirmations as devoid ol truth, and

to stress once again that they are elther prompted by a stubborn reructance to face
the realities of Iife in these territories or are renderecl necessary by rne
agitatlonaL approach that has quaLified the a[iscussion of ini]ernationaL probLenrs

today.

In particular, the Portug[ese delegations denies etuphaticalLy that there i6
any raeiaL discrimination pracrised in any lart of the LorLuguese nation, incLuding
the overseas provinces of AngoLa, Mozambique and portuguese Guinea, o): that there
is or has been any deniar of human rights there. on the other handr it should be
stressed that these rights are better safeguarded for aLr indlviduars in the
Portuguese nation than in many other regicns of the worrd; our popuLations have
been self-determined for nany centuries past and have been sending their accredj-ted
represenlatives to the many reglsLative and administratlve organs of government

whether at the provinciar or the nationar rever. Any statement. to the contrary
is entlreLy ineorrect. Likevlse, it is sLanderous to say that there is either
exploitatj.on cr repression jn Lhe overseas orovinces I./here there js only an

increased endeanrour towards alL-round progress and socio-economic betternent, as

eroquentry witnessed by an increasing number of unbiased foreign visitcrs caLring
in those terri tories .

66-ej6r9



A/6\76
English
Page 2

LastLy, once again, the Portuguese deLegatlon j-s constraLned to repud.iate

and deny the allegation that there is any sueh alLiance, as descrlbed. by a number

of speakers during the general debate, in southern Afrj-ca between Portugal, South

Africa and Rhodesia. Portr.lgal has aLways adhered to the prlncipLe of fruitful
co-operatj-on l,/ith aIL contlguous countries in mutual interest, and such co-operation
has been offered time and again by the Portuguese Government to aLI other African
States.' Regrettably these offers have in some cases been met by refusal, and

those that thus refused the benefits that might have resuLted turn around and

eomplain thaE others have thought it wise and statesmanly to accept r.rhat they too
couLd have accepted, lritn advantage.

I have the honour to request you, Sir, that this letber be circuLata.r .m^n-

Menber delegations as a document of the General Assembly.




