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The Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the United Nations Office and Other -
Tnternational Organizations at Geneva presents its compliments to the Chairman of
the United Nations Commission on Human Rights at its forty-firet session and, with
reference to agenda item 12, encloses herewith the written statement gubmitted by
the Permanent Mission of Guatemala relating to its right of reply. It requests
that this statement should be circulated as an official document of the Commission
on Human Rights at its forty-first session. "

© It would alsc be grateful if this statement could be forwarded to

Viscount Colville of Culross, Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights
on Guatemala. '
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STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF GUATEMALA TN EXERCISE. o
. OF ITS RIGHT OF REPLY (item 12)

Improbably, Guatemala, the country which co—operates most closely with the
United Nations Commission on Human Rights, has been subjected: to the heaviest
attacks by certain States members of the Commission and non-goverrnmental
organizations, which give greater credence o what they call '‘reliable sources!
than to their own Special Rapporteur.

The present Government of Guatemala, which is a transitional one, began its
term of office on 9 August 1983, and not before. It represented a far-reaching
change from the policy and actions of previous Goverrments which had existed in
our country for a long and very difficult and complicated period, My delegation
wishes to emphasize this fact in order that it may be very carefully borne in
mind,

We lay stress on the fact that the present Govermment of Guatemala originated
from the desire of Guatemalans that they should be guaranteed free elections, a
praceful life, and the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

It has accordingly introduced genuine liberalization; it has guaranteed and
promoted--the political-paptieipdfion-of all trends of opiniemn, it has decisively
improved the human rights.sitbatien; it has-organized completely -free elections
and it has demonstrated its ‘democratic vocation, despite the. terrorism and armed
aggression of extremists trying to prevent it from fulfilling the mandate it
received from the people. - : o o

Several non-goverimental organizations and some Govermment representatives
have joinediin*the*chorus of those who repeat that there-arve "confirmed" reports
or reports¥from "reliable! sources that "a situébtion of missive and systematic
violatiofdivof human rights contindes to exist" 'in Guatemdala., My delegation
emphasizes that, on the contrary, the repert of the Spesvial Rapporteur shows that
what has happened is that there have been substantial improvements in this field.

L o

There are no dases of massacres in rural  sreasy There still is violence,
but this is attributable to extremists and ordinary criminals, who unfortunately
exist in all countries of the world. WNevertheless, persistent attempts are made
to present the domestic situation in Guatemala as one of "serious violations"
committed by the present Govermment. This has no basis other than malice and a
grim determination to denigrate and try to prevent the full reslizmation of
democracy in Guatemala.

On the question of disappearances, which is also raised massively and
systematically in respect of Guatemala, the reliably-attested facts should have
already ruled out any possibility of spurious accusations: the "Mutual suppozrt
group" mentioned in some statements has been given a hearing; the Head of State
received them and listened to their statements in January 1985, and established
a tripartite commission to investigate the cases which had given rise to
complaints. Active measures have been and are being taken by the authorities to
elucidate the complaints, as was found in the investigation conducted in
Guatemala, It must once again be repeated that the abductions effected by various
factions and by ordinary criminals are dishonestly included in these complaints
of disappearances, which include cases in which some persons, by enlisting with the
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guerrillas, were able to pass themselves off as "disappeared" persons. This
has been proved by the testimony of those persons who, having formerly been
reported as '"disappeared!, subsequently "reappeared', benefiting fr-m the
amnesty which the Govermment of Guatemala ordered and has continually eixtended,
and under which many persons who enlisted with the clandestine forces continue
to return to working life and legality, with all necessary guarantees.

The civil defence patrols were also the subject of massive and systematic
complaints that service in them was compulsory and recruitment was hy
intimidation. This statement is belied by the Special Rapporteur's report, in
which he noted that membership of the Civil Defence is not compulsory.
Furthermore, it is revealing that it is self-defence by the civil population that
is repulsing the attacks by the subversive factions.

In addition, the development centres are systemetically and massively
described as concentration camps and the ¢nd resull of the "forcible removal of
the indigenous rural populations''. It has been proved repeatedly that no one is
forced to live in these centres and that whoever wishes to do so may enter and
leave them whenever he so desires. It has Turther been proved that there are
no barbed-wire fences surrounding the occupants, but it is the better living
conditions which have prompted them to assemble there of their own free will.
These conditions are reflected in schools, health centres, roads, electric light,
drinking water, churches of different denominations, marketing possibilities for
the products of their agricultural work, recreation areas and other advantages
which never existed in their neglected and poverty-stricken villages and
settlements, where they were exposed to abuse, coercion and the terror of
guerrilla warfare and guerrilla~provoked clashes with the security forces,

These centres have been visited by various representatives of humanitarian
organizations and the ambassadors accredited to Guatemala, who have reliably
ascertained the actual situation, '

Suffice it to say that, in addition fto fthe improvements in the quality of
life, the development centres have had other results: the inhabitants of rural
areas hove incrsased their production, to the good of their domestic economies,
and this has enabled Guatemala, after several years, to help meet the demand for
basic grains in neighbouring countries. ,

My delegation has heard statements that the sole causes of the insurrection
arc injustice, poverty and the destitution of the most needy classes. It is
thus something of a surprise that measures such as the establishment of the
development centres should be systematically criticized when they are contributing
to efforts to combat these scourges of the rural population. 'In fact, the urban
middle-~class, and even upper-middle—class, origin of many who fill the ranks
of the guerrillas and the terrorists in particular reveals that these factors of
extreme poverty ~ which the present Goverrment of Guatemala understands and is
determined to remedy to the extent that s transitional Govermment can humanly do
80 ~ are causes of natural dissatisfacticn, but that demands for improvements are
being used as a pretext and mask for srmed action whose sole pursose is to attack
the authorities through violence, in aclions supported, financed and sponsored .
abroad by interests alien to the people of Guatemala, :

It is a well-known fact that any social, economic or cultural improvement
in the neediest sectors is systematically impeded by those who see in such
improvements a loss of ground or logs of pretexts for their call for armed
rebellion and destruction of a system based on individual freedom and not on
State dictatorship.
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My delegation has listened to the persistent attempts to deny what is apparent
to everyone: +the fairness of the elections held in July 1984, This accusation is
not sustainable in the light of the internal and external general opinion of my
country.

In connection with these and other guestions, my delegaticn would particularly
remind those organizations which call themselves Catholic or Christian of what
Monsignor Prdspero Penados del Barrio, Archbishop of Guatemala, stated in his
homily of September 1984:

"The citizens have found a satisfactory democratic plurality,. by means
of which the present Governméent has responded to the request of the FEpiscopal
Conference of Guatemala contalned in its recent collective letter entitled
'To build peace!, Moreover, the honesty and speedy publication of the
results of the voting on 1 July last to clcet representatives to the-
National Congtituent Assembly: confirm fthe promise given by His Excellency
the Head of State to recast the system of constitutional Government.,

"It is only fair to acknowledge that this extremely commendable decisicn
by His Excellency the Head of State has been carried out amidst numerous and
extremely varied adverse factors, extending from ordinary delinguency and
criminality, whether organized or not, to subversive delinguency fomented
and sustained by interests alien to our nation.

"Moreover, it is obvious and distressing that in this dramatic situation
they have enlisted peaceful and honourable peasants, who have become victims
of a cause which, in short, is contrary to their own interests,

"The Church of Guatemala rejects with justified indignation the
international campaign of disparagement of our country; in the great nations
there may in fact be greater injustices and more heinous crimes may be
committed than in our country." '

With regard to the other persistent allegation that the Govermment of Guatemala
has secret prisons, my delegation considers that the finding which the Special
Rapporteur has placed on record has incontrovertibly demonstrated the falsity of
this charge.

To Ammesty International, which made a few fleeting but serious references in
their stateément, my delegation can only say that we await their objective-and
impartial testimony on the actual situation in Guatemsla when they go there
next month to see it with their own eyes. We do not want to hear anything before
that., ' : o

Two Nordic countries, Sweden and Norway, have both reiterated a number of
unfounded statements. Spain, which is at present going through a difficult period
due to acts of violence kmown to all, made a number of critical references which
are false and which my delegation cannot accept, although in other respects Spain
has honoured the truth in recégrizing in Guatemala positive efforts and progress
in the area of human rights: The same applies to the Netherlands, although it is
obvious that it has been misinformed about the current situation.
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The statement by the representative of France has filled my delegation with
surprise: France will have tg be increasingly more objective and sensitive to
the problems of the rural population. Everyone is watching the situation and
events in Wew Caledonia. #veryone hopes that procedures will be observed and
that solutions consistent with human rights will be arrived ab.

Being confronted with this problem, France would do well to base itself, in
analysing other countries, on factual and reliable information. TIf, with respect
to our country, it based itself not so much on tendentious and blased sources as
on the testimony which has been given by its Ambasgsador to Guatemala about the
development centres, its conclusiong might be the correct ones.

If, instead of lnvoklng the false and malicious bestimony of two senators
of another nationality (who write a kind of "horror serial" which they call
"pitter and cruel" but which would be more oorreﬂtly termed "bitter and false"),
it based itself on the testimony of the French senators who, as the French
Ministry of Foreign Affuirs knows, described the situation in Guatemala in
highly favourable terms, France's view might be worthy of better consideration.

Ireland, in a somewhab paternalistic tone which is unever seémly, talked of
Mirging" the Guatemalan Government and giving it guidelines. TIreland appears o
be very ill-informed; its sources are prejudiced and bilased. What my delegation
has already stated answers its unfounded criticisms.

The non-governmental crganizsation known as the "World University Service"
accused the present Government of acte for which it besrs no responsibility.
In a long list of cases, it even went so far as to try to attribute to the
present Government the assassinations of Mario Dary Rivera and
Leonel Carrillo Reves, rectors of the National University, in 1981 and 1982,
when the present Govermment had not even begun its term of office., . Moreover,
the investigations and views of university sectors themselves point to the
conclusion that these assassinations were in all likelihood attributable to
drug~traffickers who wanted to avert measures adopbted by the two rectors or to
extremist and not right-wing factions. That is how "reliable'! these charges are.

I should like to take the opportunity to make the following points:

1. In Guatemala, the State University enjoys complete academic and
administrative autonomy, and autonomy in the use of the resources allocated to
it by the State, which represent more than 3.5 per cent of its ordinary budget.
Wot many countries can say this.

2. The National Constituent Assembly, which is independent of the execubive
power, establishes the constituent text which affirms this autonomy.

3.  Before the present Government took office, the univeréity experienced
difficult times as a result of the action of illegal right-wing and 1eft~w1ng
extremist factions.

4. Mr, Bduardo Meyer, the present Rector, who represents all sectors of the
university since his post is elective, lent his co~operation by becoming a -
member of the Peace Commission which was established by the present Government.
These facts speak for themselves. '
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Another organization, the "International Indian Treaty Council", joined in
the chorus of spurious charges against the Government of Guatemala. These
charges related, inter alia; to events at the village of Xeatzdn in Januaiy of
this year. The true facte are set ocut in document E/CN.4/1985/60, which gives
detailed information showing that it was the rebels who were responsible for
11 murders and 9 abductions. This is the truth.

The representative of Cuba described certain regimes in other countries as
geQOCLdal and had the insolence to include the Government of Guatemala among
thems The beam in his own eye does not prevent him from trying to find ‘the moté
in the eye of another, And what is more, with an effrontery which would be
laughable if it was not somewhat tragic, that representative, coming from a
country such as his, criticized the elections and freedoms in Guatemala,.- Any
comment would be superfluous ... In short, he added his.voice to the chorus of
eother representatives, namely, those of the Soviet Unior, the German Democratic
Republic, Bulgaria, the Ukrainian SSR," Afghanistan, Mongolla and the
Byelorussian SSR, in attacking my country in standardized terms. For obvious
reasons which will be understandable to all, my delegation will reply globally
to these attacks, since we know that it is sulficient for the representative
whom we all-know to hear them for the others to accept his opinion and leadership
without ‘any posgibility of dissent. '

In speaking of Guatemala, these representatives use the customary
highly—coloured terminology favoured by the international campaign of
disparagement and disinformation against our country. My delegatlon emphatlcally
dismisses thesé accusations. The efforts and achievemerits 'of the present
Govermmerit of Guatemala in the area of human rights and democrauy are '
recognized by honest, serious and respon31b1e internatiorial opinion. '~ These
Cuatemalan actions tear aside the mask from the conspiracy -and reveal for all Fo
see .the true intentions of the forces of violence in their campaign of
aggression agalnst the authorities. This we know. And we are not surprised
that they shéeuld react by stepping up the campaign of calumny through the
”polltlcal front" of their international aotlon.

My delegation wishes to 1nform them that the ideoclogy and subversive
actions which they support in our country could now choose the legal ‘and.
civilized course and lawfully participate as political parties if this is what
they truly wish. Let them, therefore, stand in the popular elections in ordex”
that the people of Guatemala may clearly and freely demonstrate to them their
electoral and political standing. If they do not do this, we shall all kmow the
reason whys.

My delegation does not w1sh to say any more, but it does reserve the right
to do so whenéver circumstances so require., We merely wish to repeat that -
Guatemala, from the reality of its genuine popular liberalization, will contirue
on its path towards democracy and full observance of human rights. If this
determination causes the violent factions and the apostles of hatred to lose
ground, perhaps —~ and this is greatly to be wished - they will one day manage
to understand that the dignity and free vocation of our people are its sources
and that the people will suoceed in achieving thelf ﬂoals. ‘

Flnally, my delegation wishes to take this opportunity to request the
representatives of Goverrmments and organizations present in ‘the Commission who
are able and willing to do so to transmit to all my compatriots who sgtill
persist in aggression or illegality an appeal that they should rejoin the
national effort and contribute as Guatemalans to the great task of democratic
consolidation and to the fraternal and peaceful life which Guatemala deserves.
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