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URGENT NEED TOR CESSATION OF NUCLEAR AND THNRMONUCLEAR TESTS

AND CONCLUSION OF A TREATY DESIGNED TO ACHIE\TE A COMPREHENSIVE

TEST BAN

Letter dated 11 April 1974 froro the ives of
Australia. Ii.ii and New Zeal-and to the ted Nations addressed

to the Secretary-General

We request you to arrange for the distribution, as a docrment of the

Generaf Assernbly und.er the item entitled "Urgent need for cessation of nuclear

and thermonuclear tests and conclusion of a treaty designed to achieve a

comprehensive test ban", of the attached extract, refating to nucleaT testing'
from the conmuniqu6 of 2[ March 197]+, issued at the conclusion of the Fifth
South Pacific Forum in Rarotonga, Cook Islands.

(siened) L.R. MCINTYRI
Permanent Representative
of Australia to the United

Nations

(Signed) S.K" SIKMU
Permanent Representative
^+ Fi ii +^ + l-ra TTnif6dur rrJr

Nations

(signed) M.J.C' TEI@LETON
Permanent RePresentative
of New Zealand to the

United Nations
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ANNEX

Extract re.Iating to nucLear testing from the conmuniqu6
of 2\ I4arch I97)+, issued at the conclusion of the Fifth

South Pacific Forun

Members reca1led the expressions of opposition to atmospheric nuclear testing
at the last three meetings of the tr'crum, In particufar, they recalled the joint
declaration on such testing nade at the meeting last year. They deplored the
fact that " ilespite the decLaration, France has since carried out a further series
of tests in the South Pacific which has resulted in the deposit of radio-active
fa].I-out in a number of countries in the region.

Members once again cafl-ed on Governments, and in particular the Government of
Fxance, the onl-y Governrnent testing in the South Pacific" to heed. the views of
the Fo"un, the ca11s of the United Nations Gener€I Assenbly and other international
bodies and obligations under international 1aw by bringing about an in:nediate
halt to a]-l- testing,

l'{ernbe"s vere unanimous in expressing their concern at the potential hea}th
and- other hazards to which thei" people and environnent were exposed as a result of
radio-active fall-out fron such tests.

Members welcomed. rener^red efforts being nsde at the internationaf level- for a
baJl on nuclear weapons testing in a]..1 environrnents and agreed to encourage and
support any constructive rnoves that would preserve the human family frou the
hazarals of nuclear l.Iealons testing and. further the gosf of nucl-ear arms controf
and disarnanent.




