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IMPLEMENTATION OF THN DECI,ABATIOIf OF THI INDIAN OCEAN

AS A ZO1IE OF PEACE

!gt-b-gr-€ t1 
-\'{gr-c-}f -1-9't)+- -t9- ,t-b-eji-9-cre-t-q.rJl-9e,[e,La.! ggn- ihe -Pe4LaAen'LReDresentative of Iuad.aaascar to the United Nations

I have the honour to transmit to you the attached copy of a cornrnuniqu6 from
the Malagasy Government concerning the United States-United Kingdon proiect to
etq)and port and air installations on the isfand of Diego-Garcia in the Indian Ocean.

I r,rould be gratefut if you would circulate the coumuni qu6 as an official
document of the Gene?sf Assembly under the agenda item entitled "Implementation of
the Declaration of the Indian ocean as a Zone of Peace".

\ _ rgrlsg/ Blaise MBETAFIKA
Ambassador

?err"nanent Representative
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ANNEX

qqrtglqn jlqtrf_.qr_o_mJ,-h_e__c_ojlellngg_n^t._q!f ,laqa-gqscel

The Goverrxnent of the i'ilalagasy Republic is profo'ndly concerned by the
announcement of the united states. united. Kingdorn project to expand. port and airinstallations on the islelrd of Diego.Oarcia in the Indian Ocean.

This project, which woul_d include the construction of a large fuel tank, the
extrransion of the port arjd the erbension of the 2,)+OO-.netTe runway u ffould ma"ke
Diego-Garcia a sizabLe air and naval- base in the fndian Ocean.

The project is aimed at counterbalancing growing activities and soviet navaJ-
expansion in the Indian Ocean should the Suez Canal reopen.

fn vier,r of this situation, the Governnent of the ldalagasy Republic" true to its
po.licy of peace aJrd non-'alignment a'd of national integrity ana inaepenience, in
accordance with the spirit of the united ivations charter " of the non--arigned
countries and of the organization of African unity (oAU) 

" and in conformity $-ith
General Assembly resolution 2832 (nffr) of 16 Decernber f9?f entitled 'Decl-aration ofthe rndian ocean as a zone of peaceri and Gener:af Assenbly resol-ution 3o8o ( xx\rlrr )of 6 December 19?3 of which i{adagascar was a sponsor:

1. Denounces the project, considering it 1ikely to be seriousry prejudicial
to peace and security in the fndi an Ocean.

2. Reaffirrns its most yehement opposition to any policy of :'zone ofinfluence" and hegernony and afso to aJry construction of raifitary bases outside
national territory.

3. Appeals to a,1l the forces of peace and progxess throughout the vorl-d,particularly to the non-.a1igned countries €nd to the members of the OAU, to bring
pressure to bear on the united. states of America and the united Kingdon so that they
a'}-ohd^h +hai- --^l^^+

4 - Fequests a1I the great Por,rers and the "super,powers,, to d.o everything they
can to strengthen peace and security in the zone of the rndien ocean - which has sofar escaped nxilitary conflict - particutarly at a time when active efforts are being
made to restore peace and tranquillity in the neighbcuring area of the i,{id.dle East.


