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OF CRIMES AGAINST DIP',OI4ATIC AGEIITS .AND OTHER INTERI{ATIONAILY
PROTECTED PERSONS

Conments and observations of Member States
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Tlhe draf't articles prepared by the Internationa,f law Connission on the
prevention and punishment of erines against diplonatic agents and other
int ernat ional"fy lrotected pe?6ons have already received prelininary consideration
in the Sixth Conmitt ee at the twenty-seventh session of the General Assenbly.
During the discussion, the delegation of the Syelorussian SSR drew attention to
the need. to take effective steps to ensure the safety of d.iplonati c agents and
other persons enJoying protection under international 1aw.

The draft articl-es provide an aceeptable basis for the definitive preparation
of an international convention, At the s ame time, some of the provisions of the
articles require further ruork, This applies, in particular" to article 1, vhose
provisions do not cover afl members of the collective bodies uhich in & nu$ber of
countries, including the Byelorussian SSR, perform the flbctions of a Ilead. of State,
Bnd to article 12, lthich establishes a mand.atory procedu"e for the consideration
of disputes, the provisions of the latter article being contrary to the principle
of the sovereign equality of States.

In resolution 2926 (KffII), the General .Ass enbly prov-ides for the definitive
preparation at the t{enty-eighth session of a convention on the prevention and
punishment of crimes against diplonatic agents and other internationally protected.
persons, and the Byelorussian SSR is trrepared to work for the adoption of this
irnnortent instrument of international law.

POI,AND

ginal: tr'renctr-/

:jepreuoer _Ly t5l

Tbe Polish Govellnnent favours the idea of an internationaJ- convention
designed to p"ov-ide more effective guarentees of the proper fimctioning and
seculity of international retations by strengthening the measures for protecting
dillonats ard other persons performing official functions in internationaL
activities.
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The preparation of such a convention is inportant today in view of the
increasing nurDber of acts of violence against diplomats,

Accordingly, the Polish Government welcomes the draft articles on the
prevention and punishment of 'crines against diplornatic agents and other
internationally protected persons and wishes to conglatulate the International
Law Comis6ion on the vork it has done.

Tlre draft articles" which reflect generatly recognized principles of
international- lav and are designed to ens ure more effective ful-fil"ment by States
of the obligation to prevent attacks of any kind on diplomatic and coEsular agents,
will, in the opinion of the Polish Governnent " provide a sound ba6is for preparing
the final text of a convention which will receive the ffidest possible support.

Fina11y, the PoLish Government reserves the riEht to corment on tbe draft
convention in greater detail at a later staqe.

UKNAINIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REFIDLTC

The Ukrainian SSR believes that the adoption of effective measures to ensufe
the safety of diplomatic agents arrd. other intemationally piotected persons is
essential if such persons are to be abLe to perform their functions in a norrna.l
mamner. Accordingly, the Ukrainian SSR favours the prolrpt preparation of a.draft
international instrument dealing with this matter.

The Ukrainian SSR believes that the draft articl-es prepared. by the
International l,av Cornnission provide an acceptable basis for the nexb and conclucling
stage in the r{ork of preparing a draft international- convention. At the s s,ne tine,
the Ukrainian SSR deens it necessary to conment on articl-es L and 12,

It would. be advisable to give greater precision to article 1 so that its
provlsions apply not only to a,n individual llead of State but to aal members of the
col-Jective bodies which in gone States, including the Ukrainian SSR, perform the
functions of a collective Head of State,

The Ukrainian SSR objects to the provision nad.e in arti cl-e !2 fot a, oandatory
pf,ocedure for settling d.isputes between larbies to the convention at the request
of any party to the dispute. The principle of the sovereign equality of States
requif,es that disputes should be submitted. to arbitration or referrecl to the
fntemational- Court of Justice only with the consent of both parties to the dispute.

fl:e Ukrainian SSR consiiters it of the utnost inportance to prepare without
de1a6r an international convention on the prevention and punishnent of c"inee against
diplonatic agents and other internationally protectecl persons and expresses the
hope that the Gene"al Asserobly will be able to conpl-ete the preparation of this
docunent at its tventy-eighth session.
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1. The draft articles p"epaTed by the Tnternational l.,aw Cornrniss ion are a
particulady inportant. siep-in the progressive developrnerlt arrd codification of
international Law and we bighl-y appreciate the vaJ-uable work done by the
Comm:i ssion in this regard.

2, Whereas the Title of the draft articles refers to 'rdiplomatic agents" as vell
as ttint ernationally protected personsrr, article 1 in paragraph^.1- only gives a
definition of i'internationally protected persons"' fhe vords rldiplomatic agents"
do not appear in the 12 dratt articles. The qlestion arises whetber these lrords

should b-e kept in the title, inasmuch as the definition of "int ernationally
protected pe'rsonstt in the above-mentioned paragraph as weLf as.the connissionrs
cornnent ary thereon makes it clear thah the notion of "diplomatie agents'' is
indeed included in the definition of "int ernationally protected persons",




