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1. At its 21hlth plenary meeting, on 8 October 1973, the General Assembly
decided to allocate to the Fifth Committee for its consideration agenda item 104,
entitled "Inclusion of Arabic among the official and working languages of the
General Assembly, its committees and sub-committees".

2. The Fifth Committee considered this item at its 1629th meeting on

14 December, at which time it had before it a draft resolution (A/C.5/L.1156) which
was introduced by the representative of Egypt on behalf of Afghanistan, Albania,
Algeria, Argentina, Bahrain, China, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Guinea, Iraq,
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, the Libyan Arab Republic, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco,

the Niger, Oman, Pakistan, the Philippines, Qatar, Saudi Arsbia, Somalia, Spain,
the Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates, Yemen and
Yugoslavia. The representative of Egypt announced that Guyana, Madagascar,

Senegal and the Upper Volta had subsequently joined the list of sponsors. The
Committee also had before it a note by the Secretary-General (A/C.5/156L4 and Add.l)
on the administrative and financial implications of the proposal to include

Arabic among the official and working languages of the General Assembly, its
committees and sub-committees, as well as the related report of the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (A/9008/Add.29).

DECISIONS OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE

3. After a number of statements were made in strong support of the inclusion of
Arabic among the official and working languages of the General Assembly, its
comnittees and sub-committees, the Fifth Committee decided, without objection, to
recommend to the General Assembly the adoption of the 36-Power draft resolution
(A/C.5/L.1156) (see paragraph 5 below).
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