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I. TNTqODUCTTON

1. At its 216lth plenary meeting, on 9 Novembe" 1973, the General Assenbly
consialered part I of the present report and, on the recomendation of the Special
Political Comittee, aatopted resolution 3063 ()owIII). In that resolutioa, the
Assenbly, inter a1ia, requested. the United Nations Scientific Cornnittee on the
Effectg of Atonic Rarliation to meet as soon as poesible in order to update n with a
viev to their subnission to the General Assenbl-y at its cunent session, tbe
conclusions contained. in its report presented to tbe tventy- seventh session. !/
Pending receipt'of the report requested. from the Scientific Comittee, the Speciel
Political Connnittee d.ecided. to retain the iten on its agenila.

2. In accorile^uce vith reeolution 3063 (loffIII), the Scientific Cormittee held a
special session at Headquaruers on 25 anrt 2? Novenber a-nd sulnitted the repon
requested nder that resoLution 6/93\91 .

3. The Special Political Counittee continued its consideration of the item on
the basis of this repolt at its 902nal a.nd 903rd neetings, on 30 November ancl
3 Deceliber. Three d.raft resolutions €nd one anendment were gubmitted in connexion
with the iten,

f T. PROPOSAI.,S

A. Draft }esolutiob A/SPC/L.291

lt. The first draft resolution, sublrittett on 28 November (l/spc/f,.e9|+), was
. sponsored by Australia, Fi.Ji, Ghana, Indonesia, Japan, tiberia, Nen Zealand,
ligeria, &:9, tfre Philippines ard Venezuela. Subsequentl-y, Costa Rica Joined the
list of sponsors. At the 903rd rceeting, on 3 December, the repiesentative of
Austral-ia stateat that in the fiyst pree.nbular paragraph the vord riand.rr slloultl be
inserted. before the reords 'rin viev of the anxieties expressed".

5. At the sarne neeting, the rlraft resolution was ad.opted. by a record.ea vote of
71 to none, vith 22 abstentions (see paragraph 15 beLo'w, drafb resolution A). The
voting vas as folloirs:

fn favour: Afgbanists.n, Algeria, Argentina, Au8tralia, Austria, Sotsvana n

Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorus s i an Soviet Sociafist Fepublic,
Cameroon, Canacla, Colombia, Congo, Costa Bican Cuba, Cyprus,
Ecuador, Etbiopia, FiJi, Finland, Gertlaa Denocratic Republic,
Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Hond-r:ras, Hungary, India,
Intlonesia, Iran, Israel, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Khner Republic,
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Laos, Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Madagascar, I4alsr i' MaJ.ayEia 'llali, Mexico, Mongolia, Nepal, Nev Zealand, Niearagua, Nigeria,
Norway, Peru, Philippines, Poland, RwandrB, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Singapore, Sr'retlen o rhailantl, Trinidatt and Tobago, Turkey ' Ugaada 'llkrainian Soviet Social-ist Republic, Ilnion of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Vo1ta, Urugrray t
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Za.rnbia.

Against: None.

Abstaining: Belgiur, Chad., Denocratic Yenen, Dennark, Gabon, Gexnany (Federal
Bepublic of), Greece, Ireland, ftaly, fvory Coast, Leba.ncn,
Morocco, Netherlands, Pal<istan, Portugal, Romania, South Aflican
Spain, Sud.an, Tunisia, Uni.ted Kingtlon of Great Sfit&in and
Northern lre1and.. United States of Anerica.

B. Df}aft resolut j}n A/SPC{L,295

6. Ttre second rlrafb resolution, subnitted on 28 November (a/spc/f.e95), vas
sponsoreil by Frsrce. It read as foll-ovs:

"The G€ne"6l Assembl-y

"Recalling its resolution 9f3 (X) of 3 December 1955, rhi.ch establisbeit
the United Nations Scientific Comittee on the Effects of Atorric Ratliationn
arrd its subsequent resolutions on the subJect, in particular its resoluti.on
3063 (xxvru),

"&EheigigE the necessity of maintaining a conBtant check on the
dangerous effects for man anal his enrrirorxnent which night result fron the
1eve1s of radiation to which they are exposed,

"Conscious of the need to keep infornation antl observations concerning
atonic rad.iation up to date,

"1. Take s note vith appreciation of the special report subnittett by the
United. Nations Scientific Comittee on the Xffects of Atonic Railiation
(t/gzt+g) i

"2. Notes that, according to the estirates nade by the Co@ittee io tblg
report, after consideration of the data availab1e as of 1 January L9?3, the
total- atose8 to vhich the vorld population is and ri11 be, e:q>osed as a reBult of
atonic racliation rmtil the end of this centurSr, as estinated in its previors
report (A/B?2!), require no revision, as the increase in the aloses of racliation
is snaller than the r:ncertainties in the estinates I
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"3. Further notes thq!, accord.ing to the sane report, the additions of
long-1ived. raclio-active naterials are smal-l in the southern henti sphere and
even snall.er in the northern henisphere;

"l+. Notes that d.oses of iortine-131 in 1973 were of the sa:ne oraler of
nagnitutle as in 1972 and that, in the southern heroisphere, these clcses vere
equal to or lower tban those observed in 19?0 and 1971;

"5. Tekes note ldth appreciation of the conclusions of the Scientific
Comittee;

"6. Cormends the Scientific Conmittee for having successfu.lly carried
out the task assigned. to it and requests it to pursue that task with the
same obJectivity in the future and to furnish each year a supplenentary report
on the most lecent observations concerninE the 1eve1s and effects of atonic
rad.iation;

"7. Requests the Secletary-General to continue to provid.e the Scientific
Comittee fith the assistarree necessa:f,r for the cond-uct of its work bnd the
dissemination of its findings to the public."

7, 0n 30 Noverrber, Peru submitted. auendments A/SPC/L.298) to the French d.raft
resolution G/SPC/L.295.). Ttrese srendment s provided. for:

(a) The replacement of operative paraglaph 2 by the folloving:

"llotes that the paucity of data available permitted a preliminary
assessment of Ieve1s, but did not alfow the broader reviev of inforrnation;"

(t) The deletion of operat ive paragraphs 3 and l+, and the renurjbering of the
renaining paragraphs.

8. 0n 3 December, France submitted a revised text (A/SPC/f.295/Rev.1) of the
drafl resolution.

9. At the 903rd neeting, on 3 Decenber, the representative of Peru stated that,
in view of the revision of the tr'rench drs.ft resolution. the elrendment subnitted
by Peru vas vithdrawn.

f0. At the s€me neeting, the revised draft resolution subnitted by France
(A/sPc/L.295 /Rev.l) was adopted by a recorded vote of 91 to none, vitlr ? abstentions
(see paragraph 15 belov, draft resolution B). The voting nas as follows:

In favoux: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia n Austria, Sahrain,
Belgiun, Sotswana, Bulgaria, Burna, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Calreroon, Canada o Chad, Col-ornbia, Congo, Costb Rica,
Cuba, Cyprus, Denocratic Yeuen, Derunark, Ecuador, Egypt,
I"bhiopia, FiJi, I'inland, F?ance, Gabon, German Democratic
Republie, Germany (!'edera]. Republ-ic of), Greece, Guatemala,
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Guinea, Guyana, Honduras, Hungary, fndia, Indonesia, Iran, fraq,
Treland, Israel-, ftaIy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya,
I(hner Republic, Kuwait, Laos, Lebanon, Libyen Arab Republic,
Mad.agascar, l{alawi, Ma}aysia, Mali, Mexico, Mong,olia, Morocco,
iVepal, lletherlands, Nev Zealando Nicaragua, Nofiray, Pal(istan,
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Ronania, Rwaada, Senegal,
Singapore, South Africa, Spain, Sud.an, Sweilen, Syrian Arab
Republic, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey,
Ukrainie"rl Soviet Social-ist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Kingdon of Great Britain and Northern Ireland o

United States of America, Upper Voltao Uruguay, Venezuela,
Yugoslavia, Zaire.

Aqainst: None.

Abstaining: Ghana, liberia, Nigeria, Sierra leone, Uganda, United RepubJ.ic
of Tanzania, Zarnbia.

C. Draft resolution A/sPc/L.296

11. The third draft resolution, subrnitted on 2) Novenb er (l/Spe/1.296), vas
sponsored by Australia, Ecuador, Peru, the ?hilippines and Yugoslavia.
Subsequently, Brazil-, Chi1e, Costa Rica, Guatemals, Liberia, Nicaragua, Uruguay Bnd
Venezuela Joined the list of sponsors.

12, 0n 29 Novenber, a statement (A/SPC /L.29? ) was subnitted to the Comittee by
the Secretary-Generaf in accordance with rule 155 of the rules of procedure
concerning the administrative and. financial i.uplications of draft resolution
A/sPc lL.296.

13. At the 903rd neeting, on 3 Decembe", the representative of lgg revisetl
operative paragraph 1 of draft resofution A/SPC/L.296 by atld.ing at the end of that
paragraph the words "vhile reaffiflling the need. for nembers of the Comrittee to be
represented by scientists".

14. At the sa,lne neeting, the dlaft resofution, as ofal-ly revised, r,ras put to the
vote, uith the follorring results:

(") At the request of the representative of Fiji, a separate vote $as taken
on the words ttat the l-atterts expense" in operative paragraph h; these vofds rlrere
retained by 21 votes to 18, vith 57 abstentions,

(t) The draft resoLution as a whol-e was adopted. by a recorded vote of ?2 to
none, with 29 abstentions (see paragraph i5 be1ow, draft resolution C), The
voting was as follovs:
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fn favour:

Against :

Abstainine:

Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentioa, Australia, Austria, Bahrain,
Bot slrana o SraziJ-, Brurra, Caneroon, Canad.a, Colonbia, Congo,
Costa Rica, Cuba, C:rprrus, Denocratic Yeroen, Ecuad.or, Egypt,
Elhiopia, Genoany (Federal Bepublic of), chanan c?eece,
Guatenala, Guinea, Guyana, Honcluras, Inilonesia, Iran, Iraq,
Israel-, Janaica, Kenya, Khmer Repub)-ic, Kurrait, I,aos, Lebanon,
Liberia, Libyan Arab Republic, Mad.agascaf, Malaysia, MsJ.i,
Mexico, Morocco, Nepal, Nev Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Peru, PhilippineE, Qatai, Ronania, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Spain, Suttan, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailaad,
Togo, Trinidad and. Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Uniteat
Republic of Tanzania, Upper Vo1ta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia,
Zaire, Zambia.

None ,

Belgiun, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chad,
Czechoslovakia, Denms""k, FiJi, Finland, France, Gabon, Gernan
Dernocratic Bepublic, Hungary, India, frelancl, ftaly, fvory
Coast, Japan, Malawi, Mongolia, Nether].ard.s, Norway, Po1and.,
Portugal., Rwanda, South Africa, Swed-en, IJkrainian Soviet SociaList
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Uniteit Kingdon of
Great Britain and Nor'"hern Ire1aod. United. States of Anerica.

III. RECOMI'{EIIDATIONS OF THE SPECIAI, FOIJITICAL COMMITTEE

15. The Special Political Cormittee recomnend.s to the General. Assenbly the
adoption of the following atraft resolutions:

Effects of atonic radiation

A

fhe General Assenbly,

Recallins resofution 3053 ()AOIII) of 9 November 1973, by vhieh it requested
a special report from the United Nations Scientific Comittee on the Effects of
Atonic Radiatioa, antl in viev of the anxietj.es expressed. by the representatives
of various Menber States conceming poJ-1ution of the environnent by ionizing
ratliation enenating from te6ts of nuclear r,leaDons.

Noting vith appreciation the report sulnitteal by the Scientific Comittee, 2/

?l A/93\9.
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Noting vith concern that there has been additional radio-active fall-out
resulting in additions to the total doses of ionizing radiation since the
Seientific Connittee prepared its last report, 3/

Reaffirring its deep apprehension concerning the harnful consequeaces of
nucLear veapon tests for the acceleration of the avns rece ard for the health of
present antl future generations of nankintl,

1. Deplo es environmental pollution by ionizing ratliation fron the, testing
of nuclear weapons l

2. Requests the Unitetl Nations Scientific Comittee on the Effects of
Ato'6i c Raatiation to continue its vork, including its co-ordination activities o to
increase hooa'ledge of the l-evels and effects of atonic rad.iation fron all source6.

!

The General Assenbly,

Recallins resolution 913 (X) of 3 Decenber 1955, by which it establiqhed the
United Nations Scientific Conmittee on the Effects of Atonic Racliation ' entl its
subsequent resolutions on the subJect, in particufar resol-ution 3063 (]Q0/III) of
I Novenber 19?3,

Reaffirldng the de6irability of the Scientific Comittee continuing its work,

Concerned about the potentially hernfu-l effects on present and future
generations resulting from the leve1s of radiation to vhich man is erqrosetl'

Conscious of the continued need for conpiling infomation about atonic radiation
antl for analysing its effects oD nan and his environment,

leealting that, as is recognized in resoLution 2905 (lcfltll) of
1? October 1972, the Scientific Cormittee can becone an elenent of value in the
Unitecl Nations Environment Programe,

Expressing regret at the fact tbat the Scientific Comittee haal very Little
tine and inforf,ation availabJ.e to it in preparing for its special session,

1. Notes rith appreciation the additional report subnitted by the Unitetl
Nations Scientifi.c Comnittee on ttre Effects of Atonic Rarliation; lr-/

3/ official Records of the Ceneral Asge@'
supprJne

U tlgzt+g'

/...
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2. Conmends the Scientifie Counittee for the valuab].e contributions it
'has mad.e since its inception to $ider knovledge artl understanding of the l-eve1s
a$d effects of atomic radiation;

3. Requests the Scientific Connittee to continue its vork, incluating its
co-ortlinating €ctivities, to j.ncrease knordledge of the levels and effects of
atonic rad.iati.on fron all sources;

4, Requests the Scienti.fic Conmittee in pa.rticular to continue, at its
tventy-thiril session to be held in October 1974, to reviev and assess the leveJ-s,
effects and risks of radiation fron aJ-l sources €Jrd to report to the General
Assenftly at its tventy-ninth session;

q Requests the .Secretary-General to continue to provitle the Scientific
Comittee $ith the assistance necessa,:1r for the conduct of its vork and the
d.isseaination of its find.ings to the public.

The General Asserrbly,

Becalling its resolution 913 (X) of 3 December ]1955, bv lrhi ch it establishett
the Unitetl Na.tions Scientific Comittee on the Effeets of Atonic Rariiation and
its subsequent resol-utions

Recogrizing the val-uable contribution made by the Scientific Comaittee to
lrider knowledge and unclerstanding of the fevefs and effects of atomic radiation,

Concerned. about the potentially harnful effects on present and. future
genetations resulting from the atcuic raaliation to which man and. natural resources
axe erq)osed,

Noting rith concern that nuclear Ireapons tests are stilt being conducted in
the atnosphere and other environnents,

Conscious of the need for the Governments of Member States to coruit
thensel-ves to giving the Scientific Connittee the greatest possible co-operation
in order that its vork may be more effective,

Recal].ins its resolution 3053 ()ofl/III) of 9 November 19?3, by vhieh it
decided to consider means of enhancinq the effectiveness of the Scientific
Conmittee,

l-. Decides to increase the nenbership of the Unitqd Nations Scientific
Connittee on the Effects of Atonic Fadiation to a maximr:m of 20 nenbers, nhile
reaffirning the need for nelobers of the Comittee to be represented by scientists;
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?. fnvites the Gove"nr0ent s rhich d.esire to participate in the Scientific
Connittee and are able to contribute to its rork to infoln the Presiatent of the
General Asserobly, through the Secretary-General, before 15 February 1974i in the
event that nore th€r five Governnent s inform the President of the Assembly of their
desire to becorde part of the Scientific Comittee, the selection of the nev members
of the co@ittee vill be decided by the President of the Assenbly, in congultation
with the Chai"nen of the regional groups, on the basis of an equitable Seographical
distribution;

3. Urges the Scientific Comittee to request fron Menber States, as
frequently as may be necessaxy, the detailed infornation vhich it needs to assist
it in its vork;

4. Authori.zes the Scientific Connittee, i.n respc,nse to a requeet by the
Government of a cormtry vhich is situated in an area of nuclear arns testing or
which consitlers tbat it is exposeal to atomic radiation by reason of such testing,
to appoint a gtoup of experbs fron among its members foi the purpose of vieiting
that country, at the latter's expense, and of consulting with its scientific
authorities and informing the Cosnittee of the consultations;

5. Urges the specielized agencies and other Unitetl Nations botlies, and
invites the non-governmental organizations in consultative status rrith the Economic
and. Social Council, to assist the Scientific Cormittee in its vork;

6. Requests the Secretary-Genera1 to provide the Scientific Comdttee vith
the administrative assistance necessarv for the efficient conduct of its work.




