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DOCUMENT A/3891 

Report of the Credentials Committee 

l. At its 732nd plenary meeting, on 8 August 1958, 
the General Assembly, in accordance with rule 28 of its 
rules of procedure, appointed a Credentials Committee 
for its third emergency special session, having the same 
composition as the Committee appointed for the twelfth 
regular session. The Committee consisted of the following 
Member States: Burma, Canada. Iceland, Liberia, Nica­
ragua, Panama, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
United States of America. 

2. The Credentials Committee met on 19 August 
1958. 

3. i'vlr. Thor Thors (Iceland) was unanimously 
elected Cbainnan of the Committee. 

4. The representative of the USSR stated that the 
credentials of "the representatives of the Government of 
the Republic of China" should not be recognized as valid 
since China conlcl he legally represented only by persons 
accredited by the Government of the People's Republic 
of Chnm. He requested that his statement be recorded. 

5. The representatives of the United States disagreed 
with the representative of the USSR and stated that the 
General Assembly had found that the Central People's 
Govemment of the People's Republic of China had en­
gaged in aggression and that the relevant resolution had 
not been repealed. He added that there was no justifica­
tion for questioning the validity of the credentials of the 
representatives of the Government of the Republic of 
China. 

6. The representative of the United Kingdom stated 
that his Government recognized the Central People's 
Govenunent of the People's Republic of China and that 
the acceptance of the credentials of the representatives of 
the Government of the Republic of China as a docnment 
in order did not imply recognition by the United King­
dom Government of those authorities. 

*For the discussi<m of this item, see Official Records of th,• 
t;eneral Assembly, Third Emergency Special Sessimt .. Plenary 
Meetings, 732nd and 746th meetings. 
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7. The representatives of Burma supported the view:> 
expressed by the representative of the USSR and stated 
that he did not recognize as valid the credentials of the 
representatives of the Government of the Republic of 
China. 

8. The representative of Liberia, in supporting the 
position of the representative of the United States, added 
that it was the view of his delegation that this question 
onght not to be raised collaterally, but should be taken 
up by the General Assembly at the appropriate time. 

9. The representative of the United States introduced 
a motion "that the Committee take no decision regarding 
the credentials submitted on behalf of the representatives 
of Hungary". He stated that the Credentials •Committee 
at the eleventh and twelfth sessions of the General As­
sembly had adopted a similar motion and that the As­
sembly, at its 677th plenary meeting, on 14 September 
1957, had adopted a resolution which, inter alia, found 
that: "The present Hungarian regime has been imposed 
ou the Hungarian people by the armed intervention of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics" (Resolution 1133 
(XI), para. 4 (b) ) ; he added that there had been no ac­
tion since to justify any different judgement. 

10. The representative of the USSR objected to the 
motion. He stated that there was no reason to raise the 
question of the validity of the credentials issued by the 
lawful Government of the 'Htmgarian People's Republic, 
in accordance with its constitution and the relevant provi­
:->ions of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly. 
He added that the motion by the United States repre­
sentative tending to cast doubts on the credentials of the 
Hungarian delegation was groundless and constituted an 
act of subversive activity against the Government with 
which the lJnited States maintained diplomatic relations. 

11. The representative of the United Kingdom sup­
ported the motion submitted by the representative of the 
United States; he stated that the Government of Australia 
had requested the inclusion on the agenda of the thirteenth 
session of the Assembly of an item entitled "The situation 
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